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H’WOOD BACK TO BUILDING STARS 





Any Bergman-Rossellini Pic Will 





Get MPAA Nix, 


Mex Backers Told 





Any picture starring 
Bergman and directed by Roberto 
Rossellini will not get a Johnston 
office seal, a Mexican group that 
contemplated such a picture has 
reportedly been told by Production 


Code Administrator Joseph I. | York Federal court by a giveaway | tance currently, major film studios 
Breen. The Mexicans, headed by! Winner, who alleges the defend-' are again beginning to build up| 
producer Oscar Dancigers, have | ants misrepresented the value of) stables of youngsters they hope to 
dropped the project as a result. her prize. |develop into stellar names. A re- 

Dancigers, a former European Action was brought last week by |turn to greater emphasis on stars 
filmmaker and now a successful| 49" Notre. who claims that she|as marquee lure is in the making. 
Mexican producer, was approached | won a coat represented as being! Most top production execs on the 
by Rossellini through emissaries worth $3,500 on NBC s late-lament- Coast will say they never stopped 
some months ago. The Italian pro- ed “Hollywood Calling” in August, | their efforts to build new names. | 


ducer-director wanted to make a 
film with Miss Bergman, his wife, 
in Mexico if the Mexican group 
would put up the entire produc- 
tion cost. 

Dancigers figured budget would 
run about $200,000. For that Mexi- 
can group would get western hemi- 


sphere rights, with Rossellini and 
Miss Bergman to reap their return 
from the rest of the world. Mexi- 


can outfit thought it a good deal | 


and was ready to go ahead until 
Dancigers went to see Breen. That 
changed his mind, since most of 
the income to recoup the produc- 
tion cost would have to come from 
the U. S., and most important the- 
atres in this country won't play a 
pic without a PCA seal. 


Rossellini, who is reportedly in major fight against the displace- | few new 


need of coin, has recently been in 

Paris trying to promote a similar 

deal there. He wants a French 
(Continued on page 47) 


Soft New Year’s Eve Biz 
Reflects Public Buying Of 


Anticipated Scarce Goods 


The “tomorrow we die” aspect of 
Nitery spending that characterized 
World War II cafe grosses has 
failed to assert itself so far. Boni- 
faces report that the holiday spend- 
ing has been following the pattern 
of previous postwar years with 
little difference one way or the 
other. Up to this point, New Year's 
Eve reservations have been com- 
paratively sparse. There’s been no 
Special rush to insure space during 
the big night. As in previous years, 
hitery owners expect that most 
available cafe space will be sold 
during this week. 

The Xmas business was on the 
level of last season. The three-day 
holiday weekend resulted 
8rosses that were on par with 1949. 
There were no complete sellouts, 
except on Saturday (23) in some 
of the top spots. Sunday and Mon- 
day dinner business was good, but 
fell off for the late shows. 

This year N. Y. nitery owners 
ace insuring themselves against a 





last minute bad weather break on | 


the Eve. There will be no con- 


firmations unless a substantial de- | 


— accompanies each reservation. 
us 


it's been this year. 


Cafe men ascribe the unusually effort to draw up a unifcrm strate-| Knew You Were Comin’, I’da!on getting defense contracts and 


(Continued on page 39) 





procedure has been followed | 
in the past, but not as rigidly as | 


Ingrid+- 


And the (Prize) Fur Flew 


NBC, Louis G. Cowan and Maxi- 


| milian Furs are being sued in New 
' 


1949. She charges that when she 
had it appraised it was valued at 
only $400, and she’s asking for 
$3,500. 





Strategy Mapped 
In AFM Fight Vs. 


Mechanical Music 


Key locals of the American Fed- 
,eration of Musicians began laying 
ithe groundwork this week for a 





| ment of live musicians by mechani- 
| cal devices on radio and television 
{in upcoming negotiations with the 
major networks and indie stations. 
Reps of the New York, Los Angeles 
and Chicago locals began drawing 
up a joint strategy in Chicago to- 
day (Wed.), with AFM prexy James 
C. Petrillo sitting in on the dis- 
cussions. 


Attitude of the ranks and leader- 
ship of the AFM, as indicated by 
‘resolutions and speeches, points to 
|a showdown fight against the 
broadcasters around the central is- 
sue of the use of disks and kine- 
scope recordings on radio and TV. 
Leaders of New York Local 802 
have already gone on record in 
favor of a sweeping ban against the 
use of disks on all broadcast out- 
lets between 8 a.m. and midnight. 
Possibility that the other locals will 
follow suit is strengthened by the 
fact that Petrillo has okayed the 
Local 802 recommendation. 


Present contract with the net- 
works and local stations ends Jan. 
31, and negotiations for a new pact 
| are expected to open right after 
,the New Year holidays. Petrillo, 
repping the national office, will bar- 
gain for the network pact, while 
|the AFM locals in each city will 
|handle the negotiations with the 


local stations. 

Leaders of the N. Y., Chicago and 
L.A. locals are aiming at the for- 
‘mulation of parallel demands in 





‘the union to impose a national 
scale for tooters in local stations. 
| Wage rates, however, would vary in 
each station, depending upon the 
classification of the outlet. More 
|important, however, is the locals’ 


(Continued on page 46) 


BEAT INGURANGE 
FOR BOXOFFICE 


By HERB GOLDEN 


After a _ period of stringent 
economy which has left them with 
| virtually no new stars of impor- 





That’s true, but the attempts were 
|relatively half-hearted as compared 
with the energy, imagination and 
care that went into the process in 
the past. 

Whether consciously or subcon- 
sciously, Hollywood and the indus- 
try as a whole has lost a good bit 
of its enthusiasm for stars as b.o. 
insurance in the past three years 
or so. And with good reason, since 
pic after pic with highly-regarded 
players found little audience re- 
sponse and piled up losses. 

With the pressure for budget 
economy that began in 1947, it 
_ thus became a natural to pare the 
| lists of established players and to 
, save what coin was ostensibly to be 
‘saved by a minimum of effort in 
| developing new ones. Relatively 
contract players have 
| been hired in the past three years. 
| Talent departments have had in- 
| structions to consider virtually no 
/one unless the studio had a specific 
(Continued on page 47) 


Ken Murray's TV 
Cavalcade for 50 


Ken Murray, as a special pre- 
New Year’s Eve production on his 
regular CBS-TV show this Satur- 
day (30), has lined up a string of 
w.k. personalities whom he con- 
siders the best in their respective 
fields this year for a “Cavalcade of 
1950” program. List is topped by 
Dr. Ralph Bunche, Nobel prizewin- 
ner, and includes Milton Berle, 
| whom Murray has selected as the 
‘‘Man-of-the-Year” in TV, even 
' though Berle’s Texaco show is aired 
on the rival NBC web. 

Others on the Murray list, all of 
whom have wired their acceptances 
to appear on the show, include 

'heavyweight boxing champ Ezzard 
|Charles; Phil Rizzuto, N. Y. Yan- 
-kees’ shortstop; Navy football 
'coach Eddie Erdlatz, whose team 
| knocked off Army this year; chan- 
|/nel swimmer Florence Chadwick; 
|Gloria Swanson, chosen by Murray 
‘for her film “‘comeback” in “Sun- 











| Nat Holman, whose College of the 
| City of N. Y. 
'emerged as the only twin-title win- 
/ner in the sport’s history; N. Y. 


| ealist Eileen Barton, for her “If I 


(Continued on page 40) 





| Mayor Vincent R. Impellitteri; vo-| trade advertising. 


No Brotherly Love Lost as Philly 
Mummers Import Ted 


Mack to Judge 


Philadelphia, Dec. 26. 





As Good as His Word 


Chicago, Dec. 26. 


For the past year Jim Moran, 
auto dealer, has been advertising 
on his teevee program, “Courtesy 
Hour,” that he will pay transporta- 
tion costs to his showroom to any 
car buyer. Last week he had a 
taker—but from Australia. Moran 
wrote out a check for $708, plane 
| fare from Down Under. 


However, there’s been no ex- 





| planation as to how the Australian | 


had seen or heard of the offer. 


House Would Give 


H'wood Chance To 
Erase Red Stigma 


Washington, Dec. 26. 
Possibility looms of a new 
probe into alleged Hollywood 





Activities Committee. This one, 
however, would be a more friendly 
investigation, with film industry 
name figures who have been ac- 
cused of Communist leanings in- 
vited to come forward and clear 
their reputations. 

The idea developed last week 
after Edward G. Robjnson went 
before the committee with his 
records to back up his statements 
that he had never been a Commie. 
Robinson, who had earlier appeared 
before the Un-American Activities 
Committee investigators at his own 
request, came back to take his 


(Continued on page 40) 





War Emergency Kiboshes 


Chi Fair, N. O. ’51 Fiesta 
Chicago, Dec. 26. 

U. S. Government state of emer- 

gency was blamed for the decision 

to skip having a 1951 Chi Lake- 

front fair, but board of trustees 

recommended that lease on prop- 


tions permit another exposition. 

Fair lost several hundred thou- 
sand dollars last year, blaming loss 
on adverse weather. 





N. O.’s Defense Pitch 
New Orleans, Dec. 26. 





been cancelled “owing to serious 
conditions prevailing throughout 
| the world,” Mrs. Henry Landry 
Freneuse, president, announce 


each city in the first attempt of set Boulevard”; basketball coach | Thursday (21). 


At the same time, Mary Evelyn 


|ana State Dept. of Commerce, said 
| the state would abandon all tourist 
She said that 
_her department would concentrate 


new industries for Louisiana. 


The Spring Fiesta for 1951 has | 


Reds by the House Un-American | 


It’s a safe bet that when Ted 
Mack comes down here on Jan. 1 
as chief judge of the traditional 
Mummer’s Day Parade, he'll be 
wearing a special coat of armor. 

No sooner did the word leak out 
in this City of Brotherly Love that 
Mack and the management entour- 
age of his Original Amateur Hour 
were to officiate in the judging of 
| the competing Mummers—thus up- 
| setting a precedent dating back to 
|the parade’s origin — than things 
| began to hum. 

The main noises, which precipi- 
tated the greatest scandal in Mum- 
mers history and a subsequent po- 
lice investigation, came late last 
week from an automatic pistol, 
which was aimed at a Mummer of- 
ficial, barely missing him, but in 
turn resulting in serious wounds 
to a passerby. 

Within the next 24 hours an at- 
tempt was made to throw acid into 
the face of a Muiamer exec re- 
sponsible for the designation of 
“outside” judges. As with the acid, 
ithe shooting was attributed to those 
within the competing Mummer or- 
ganizations protesting the designa- 
tion of non-Philadelphians as 
_ judges. 

For years the Mummer’s Parade 
has been strictly a “local baby,” 
with invariably widespread reports 
of factionalism in the judging and 
competitions. It was when the top 
Mummer officials decided to “play 
it straight” and designated Mack 
to officiate that the fun began. 

Police fear it isn’t over yet. 











Met ‘Fledermaus’ Hottest 
B.0. Prospect in Years; 


B’way Slant a Factor 
By ARTHUR BRONSON 


Hottest boxoffice prospect in 
years at the Metropolitan Opera, 
N. Y., seems to be the Met’s new 
production of Johann Strauss’ 
“Fledermaus” (“The Bat"), which 
preemed last Wednesday (20). That 
performance had been sold out for 
some time previous, due to its be- 
ing included in a package deal 





erty be extended in case condi-| 


with two other special “first 
nights” of the season. But even 
before the preem, and the gener- 
ally enthusiastic press notices of 
the next day, there had been 
unusual interest at the b.o. in the 
operetta. Management reported a 
heavy mail-order from non-sub- 
scribers for that evening or for sub- 
sequent performances, “mostly 
from foreign names.” “Fledermaus” 
probably has caused more excite- 





de | this 


ment than any other production 
season, said one official; 


\“every homesick Viennese in N. Y. 
i wants to come.” 


team last season | Dickerson, director of the Louisi- | The second and third perform- 


jances of “Fledermaus,” 


skedded 
for tonight (Wed.) and Sunday 
'(31), were both sold out a week 
,ago. Tonight’s performance is the 


po of the regular subscription 
(Continued on page 47) 
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Research Council Constantly Develops 
New Techniques for Picture Prod. 





Hollywood, Dec. 26. ¢ 

Motion picture production re- 
quires a wider range of raw mate- 
rials. manufactured products, and 
standard and specialized equip- 
ment than any otuer American in- 
dustrv. In addition to these basic 
needs, more than 250 classifications 
of specialists and workers in vari- 


Arthur Kober 


glorifies the pitchmen in a 
humorous piece 


Y’ Say Ya Not 
Saddisfied, Y’ Say Ya 





ous arts. sciences, skills, trades and Hi ‘ant More Fa Ya 
handicrafts are employed on per- 

manent or part-time basis to turn Voney 

out the 400 or more features an- 

nually to supply the market. ~ = 3 


Requirements cover all types of 
building and construction mate- 
rials, household equipment and fur- 
nishings, fabrics, hard goods, chem- 
icals, office supplies, standard and 
specialized electrical apparatus, 
specially-designed equipment, cars, 


an amusing byline story in the 
15th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 
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trucks, tractors—in fact, virtually 
every product manufactured. 
With such a.diversity of products 
required, and the constant need for 
improving techniques and equip- 
ment—in addition to adapting new 
products for usage—the eight ma- 
jor producing companies of Holly- 








Legit-Tele-Musicals 
Part of Cudia Setup 
Located Near Phoenix 


wood ‘Columbia. RKQ, Universal- | Sesnie thee. 86 

International, Metro, Republic, Par- | X. ‘ = 
ass : 3lueprints for a three-point proj- 

amount, 20th-Fox and Warners) in- Blue} = I I 


ect embracing legit, television and 














it - 
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} 
| 
Pe pl ase gs 
| WILL MAHONEY 
THE INIMITABLE 
i Currently 


Third Week 
Ringling Bros., Barnum and Bailey 
Circus, Havana, Cuba 


Represented by 
ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


Hwood Comes Off 


OK on Excess Tax 


Washington, Dee. 26. 
Hollywood comes off fairly well 





corporated the MOON £ cLure me musicals are being drawn up by 
search Council nearly three years S. P. B. Cudia, local showman, 
— to function as & centralized whose Cudia City enterprise is lo-| 
organization for research and de- cated just outside the city limits | 
velopment of new materials, proc- ef Phoenix 

esses, and equipment for its con- Physical setup, valued at $200- 


tributin 4 companies. 

The organization is an outgrowth 
of the Academy Research Council, 
which was established more than 
20 years ago specifically to probe 
the then-new sound devices and 
techniques. Shortly after the start, 
the major studios subsidized over- 
head of the Academy branch, and 
recenthy pulled away to set up its 
own research organization. 

Spending in excess of $100,000 
annually, its key engineering staff 
of nine covers the divisions of con- 
struction, physics, standards, elec- 
trical. design, mechanical, lighting 
and construction. It also has 200 
studio engineers and technicians on 
its advisory staff; all of whom are, 
from time to time, called on to 
lend aid in research or develop- 


000, takes in 125 acres and includes 
the Cudia City theatre, a 250-seat- 
er, and a large indoor set with a 
70-foot stage and a seating capac- 
ity of 1,000. Latter is being primed 
for traveling musicals, roadshows, 
and TV. with smaller theatre being 
reserved for gaslight mellers. Thea- 
tre is part of a western set that 
Cudia built in 1939 as locale for 
filming sagebrush sagas, and is cur- 
rently being utilized as winter 
showcase for traveling stock groups 
with ten-twent-thirt- repertoires. 
Deal calls for stock group to re- 
tail all b.o. receipts, on admission 
of $1, with house collecting revenue 
on potables. 
tables to watch the 
while house waitresses 
among the pavees. 


circulate 


ment programs instituted by the In addition to TV films, also in 
Council. 'the making is Cudia’s idea of turn- 


Council As_ Liaison 
In addition to its pure research, 
the Council functions as a liaison | 
between its members and manu- 
(Continued un page 40) 


Ex-Champ Braddock 
Okays Film Biog | 


Ex - heavyweight fight champ | 


James Braddock has approved the | Helen Hayes Back 

story yg of Roe projecte T Pj j So J h ’ 
iopie by Howard Irving Young, 

and the property is currently be- 0 Tix m nh John 

ing handled by the Paul Kohner | Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

egency in Hollywood. Leo McCarey persuaded Helen 
Rights to the property, which Hayes to return to the screen as 

will probably be called “The Brad- star in “My Son John,” his first 

picture for Paramount under his 
new pact as producer-director. 


ing out a series of 52 TV westerns, 
in color, wnder label of “The Ro- 
mance of the West.” Series would 
be marked departure from usual 
i cacti continuity and would deal se- 
'riously with the historical develop- 
|ment of the west. Each film would 
(Continued on page 40) 








dock Story,” are held by producer 
Richard Czinner. 








Durante’s Lab Tieup ture since 1936. Filming starts 
Now it will be “Durante, the | March 1. 
Well Groomed Man.” Company 


manufacturing “3 Out Of 5” prep- 
arations for men ‘shampoo, hair 
dressing, scalp cream, after-shave 
lotion and shaving cream) has been 
licensed by the NBC-TV comedian 
to be renamed Jimmy Durante 
Laboratories, Inc., and will adver- 
tise under the new name after 
Jan. 1. 

Durante has been using some of 


Showbiz OK in Paris Xmas 


Paris, Dec. 26. 

Despite meager Christmas res- 
ervations at theatres and niteries. 
a last-minute onslaught filled all 
amusement centers. 

Thousands of Parisians left town. 
However. hordes of holiday-bound 
hinterlanders more than filled the 


Patrons are seated at | 
pertormance, | 


It will be Miss Haves’ first pie- 
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in the compromise excess profits 
tax bill which the Senate approved 
last week and which the House will 
probably okay on Jan. 1. 

The measure includes provision 
for two of the biggest headaches 
troubling the big companies— 
taxes on their frozen coin overseas, 
and on the successor companies ta 
the Big Five, resulting from di- 
vorcement of the theatre interests. 
In both instances the industry got 
just about what it requested. 

However, these aren't all the 
new taxes pictures have to worry 
about. Early next year Congress 
begins exploring new sources of 

(Continued on page 47) 





Davis, Guinness, Booth, 
Mitchell, Blackmer Get 
Frisco Critics Citations 


San Francisco, Dec. 26. 
| The San Francisco Critics Coun- 
cil, consisting of critics and drama 
editors representing all Bay Area 
newspapers, !ast week voted its an- 
nual awards. 

Balloting honored Bette Davis 
j}and Alee Guinness, as actress and 


actor givin: the best screen per- | 
formances of the vear. Honors for | 


the best stage performances went 
‘to Shirley Booth, as an actress, 
and Thomas Mitchell and Sidney 
Blackmer ‘tied! as actors. “If You 
Please,” starring 
voted the worst musical production 
of the year 

“All Abvut Fve” was declared 
the best Engli-h-language film, with 
“Sunset Boulevard” and “Kind 
Hearts and Coronets” tied for sec- 
ond place. Other awards: 


Best foreign-language film: “Bi- , 


cycle Thief; best stage production 
(non-musical): “Death of a Sales- 
man;” best musical: “Lost in the 
Stars;” best stage performance 
factor): Thomas Mitchell and Sid- 
ney Blackmer (tied); worst English- 
language film: “‘Black Rose;” worst 
screen performance: Hedy Lamarr 
(actress); worst screen  perform- 


ance: Mickey Rooney (actor); worst | 


stage production  fnon-musical): 
“Strictly Dishonorable;” worst stage 
production (musical); “If You 
Please.” 





Travel Expert 


Richard Joseph 
details why there will be 


500.000 Americans 


on the Lam in °51 

In @ sort of o@ last-fiing tourism 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 








Assay, Ore., Dec. 23. 
Hollywood gave itself a Christmas present, to which the more favored 





| Well, five anyway. 
‘had given to the late Sid Grauman only two years before. 


Frank Fay, was | 








of its residents no doubt will point with pride for many years to come, 
They bought back at public auction an Oscar they 
Margaret 
Herrick, representing the Academy, bought up the goldplated bauble, 
worth perhaps $45, for $450. 

The idea was to keep the statue from falling into some well-heeled 
peasant’s hands. Family pride, it seemed, was involved, though what 
would have happened if Grauman had made a will and had given it to 
any one of an army of nobodys now claiming they are legitimate heirs, 
is strictly in the realm of conjecture. It is claimed that no Oscar has 
ever fallen into outside hands, though it seems to me I remember one 
having been picked up a few years ago in an ashcan. 

Still it is good to see even a small display of family pride, though 
it was a little sad to see how fast those who had an interest in keeping 
this memento within the Academy family rushed off to pursue more 
frivolous matters once the Oscar had been rescued from more lowly 
hands. 

Around the walls were all sorts of paintings, sketches, and photo- 
graphs which had once belonged to “the master showman who had 
raised the standard of exhibition of motion pictures.” In-the main, 

» 
they were pretty terrible examples of contemporary art. This need 
not be construed as proof of how bad Grauman’s taste was in art, but 
rather the taste of those who gave him these things After all you 
accept a gift in the spirit in which it is given, and many people loved 
Sid Grauman and gave him the best they could afford. 

In fact, judged by the higher standards of sculpture, Oscar himself 
is no great shakes. This may get me a letter from Douglas Shearer, 
who I understand designed it. that might well go down in history as a 
companion piece to the Prez’s letter to the Washington music critie 
. who didn’t think too much of Margaret’s singing. But I was hit quite 
hard by critics in 1950, and as Bugs Baer once said in another con- 
nection, it was like throwing rice at a Chinaman. It was nourishment 
to me, 

Real Art For a Buck 


As further proof of Hollywood’s sentimental attachment to the 
by-products of its main business of manufacturing good commercial 
motion pictures, original posters of Charlie Chaplin, a great friend of 
Sid's, and Douglas Fairbanks, the Academy’s first president, went for 
practically nothing. I think one of Doug and Mary Sold for $1 and 
one of the immortal Charlot sold for $3. Such posters could not be 
made for less than $100 apiece. That would put their intrinsic value 
at twice the value of a copy of the Oscar. 

In fact there was a Chinese paperweight, a beautiful little thing, 
that went for $1. It must have cost $50 to make and east it. There 
were four Chinese panels, works of art which will not likely be made 
again in that sorely troubled land, that went for $45 apiece. They rep- 
resented a real buy. 

Though much of what went on sale was of prop quality, some of it, 
(even if sold by the foot, should have brought much more. A huge 
‘canvas, about 10 feet by 8, painted by Howard Chandler Christy, went 
‘for $150. It was a glamorized presentation of Constance Talmadge in 
/ riding togs and guarded by Russian wolfhounds. 

The canvas in this one alone could run into a lot of money, and I 
was surprised some frugal painter didn’t buy it up and cut the canvas 
and the frame into sizes which would better serve his own serious 
works. I was looking for a similar portrait of Marion Davies but it 
didn’t go on the block while I was hanging around the gallery. I looked 
to see some smart press agent get himself in right with the Hearst 
dynasty for life by paying a fancy figure for this one. 

I made the pilgrimage to the auction with Simeon Gest, an old friend 
of Sid’s and the brother of the late Morris Gest. Few people west of 
the French Minister of Beaux Arts know as much about these things 
as Simeon. In fact some of the better things in the Grauman collec- 
tion were gifts of his to the master showman. 

We were particularly curious to see how a painting by John Decker, 
after Gainsborough’s “Blue Boy,” would fare among Hollywood's art 
collectors. Decker was an excellent painter. Walter Wanger, in fact, 
once paid $50,000 for eight portraits by Decker to embellish a motion 
picture. 

One Way To Notoriety 


But Decker is best remembered for taking classics such as “Blue 
Boy” and replacing the face used by the artist in the original with 
some Hollywood character. He put Bill Fields’ face in a portrait of 
Queen Victoria. He made Morris Gest as Rembrandt’s “A Man In 
Armor.” He took Frans Hals’ “A Gay Cavalier” and painted in the 
face of David Belasco. He took another Frans Hals painting, and 
changed it into John Barrymore as Hamlet. 


“Blue Boy” Goes For $25 


His painting of Sid Grauman after Gainsborough’s “Blue Boy” was 
presented to Sid many years ago at a banquet in Sid’s honor, which 
was held at the Roosevelt hotel in Hollywood. Simeon Gest presented 
the fantasy. Grauman’s old mother was distressed by the conceit, 
but everybody told her it was all in fun, and in fact was worth lots 
more than most of the things people gave her little son with the big 
ideas. Maybe so, but all it brought was $25 at the auction. 


Like most of Grauman’s treasures, it probably gathered dust in 
storage. While his mother lived they shared two rooms at the Am- 
bassador hotel, and after her death Sid confined himself to one room. 
He was very abSent-minded. Gertrude Skall, his secretary for 21 years, 
and the co-administrator of his estate, once gave him a present—a 
beautiful cigaret case. <A visitor caught him unarmed the next day 
and Sid told Miss Skall, “Quick, fix up that gift on my desk there and 
give it to this guy.” Then as an afterthought he said, “Take out the 
card first. It might have come from him.” 

That Grauman was no businessman is best proved by the fact that 
he died without making a will. Sid resolved to do something about it. 
In fact he had made a will but had never signed it. He particularly 
wanted to take care of George Ormiston, who had been Belasco’s head 
carpenter and Grauman’s as well. Ormiston, now 75, had a stroke and 
is completely paralyzed, so the kindness Sid intended to pass on to him 
was never consummated. 


In fact, the same was true of Gertrude Skall. With Sid’s death she 
lost her job at the Chinese theatre and, except for this job as co- 
administrator, she would have nothing. 


As more than 25 persons have claims on the estate, not to stress a 
carload of characters claiming to be his relatives, it is doubtful that 
she will be able to buy an annunity out of her services. 


Roy J. Goldenberg, the auctioneer, announced he was proudly pre 
senting the “momentums.” He probably had it right the first time. 
Certainly beyond that flash of ardor the Academy people showed 
regarding Sid’s Oscar, nobody was paying much for a Grauman 
}memento. 
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WE CAN'T AFFORD 


130 North Wells Street 


Chicago 6, 


Illinois 


December 15, 1950 


Not many of us are going into the Christmas Season with much hope for "Peace 


on Earth, Good Will Toward Men." 


But we're sure of this: 


1. We can't afford to give up hope ... and each of us has to do everything 
he can to help find the answer. 


2. We can't afford to scatter our fire and our resources so that we fall 
victim either to the attacks of Reds or to bankruptcy at home. 


3. We can't afford the Soviet scheme for America = by aggression, by in=- 
filtration, or by the creeping approach of Fabians, bureaucrats, or any 
other eager-beavers who don't like what we have. 


WHY CAN'T WE AFFORD IT ? 





BUDGET OF A SOVIET COAL 


HIS MONTHLY INCOME 
1200 RUBLES 


MINER 


lives, 





Government 
Deductions 


wy 195 rubles 


Rent and Food 
toke 820 rubles 


ay 


He now has 185 rubles left... 





HIS MONTHLY EXPENSES 


which is enough to buy a total of 


1 shoe "th, 10 cigarettes 
"te, 
) 


LB] 1 packet of hairpins 


think. 








LET'S SPEAK UP 


The graph alongside tells why... even if we 
didn't mind letting Big Government run our daily 


The fact that our standard of living is ten times 
that of the Russian tells why... even if we didn't 
mind losing the right to say what we think. 


If you have an idea about what should be done about 
Korea, or Russia, or taxes, or controls, or Socialism 
or freedom, speak your mind. 


Your representatives in Congress want to know what 
you think, 


Your officials in government need to know what you 
We are working all the time to keep America free - 


especially its transportation. We'd be glad to hear 
what you think. 


America will always need all ways of transportation! 


MMporlance as a him = promotion 
medium, exee said, the ban must 
eventually be lifted. Before that 
can be done, though, he averred, 


it will probably be necessary for | 
each studio to set an exec or panel | 


Oo! discriminating execs to deter- 
Mine which stars have the talents 


hecessary for video appearances 
and which have not. With the 
Many other problems currently 


contronting the studios, he pointed 
Cul, the majors think TV so far is 
not worth the time and money that 
Would necessarily be expended. 
exec declared that most stars are 
omnarely unable to judge for them- 
— how they would appear on 
‘heir agents, he noted, also 


cannot be counted on to be dis- 
Criminating, 


B-K Reopens 2 


tee Chicago, Dec. 26. 

\ wan & Katz circuit, riding 
"micas ot the Xmas attendance 
7, Have reopened two of its five 





farkened nabe theatres. They are 
“pon 910-seat Iris and 871-seat 
ies. Soth were darkened about 
gev,,, WKS, ago because of the 
‘'e Neighborhood biz drop. 
Ph Aracssee, Hollander, circuit veepee, 
eels con that the re-lighting 
the: "ly be an experiment, .and 
the «eS may darken again after 
bow... Of the year if business 


Own 


Without mentioning names, the. 


ar wesw a aawrwesw stawesyv 


 Hypoed Prod. Activities; 
Contracts Flu in Gotham 


Metro production veepee Dore 
Schary contracted flu enroute to 
New York from the Coast last week, 
and as a result he has been con- 
fined to his hotel. He has been 
forced to delay his scheduled con- 
fabs at the homeoffice with Loew's 
prexy Nicholas M. Schenck and 
other execs. 

Schary plans to leave for a four- 


.(Thurs.), where he’ll probably hud- 
dle with Schenck. Latter is sched- 


uled to depart for his annual Flori- | 


da vacation immediately after New 
Year’s. Metro sales veepee William 


F. Rodgers, incidentally, left for | 


| Miami last Friday (22), so will also 
be available there to sit in on the 
talks. 

- Schary revealed on his arrival 
from the Coast that Metro has nine 
new pictures ready to roll and con- 
firmed reports that the studio 
would increase its output for 1951. 


While he did not specify the num- | 
ber of pictures to be produced, | 


it's believed the company will up 
its feature production from the 36 
turned out this year to 40 for the 
coming year. 

Seven pictures are now before 
the cameras, with another 20 in 
final phases of filming, editing or 
j release printing. 


week vacation in Florida tomorrow | 





| Biz is perking up in most key 
‘cities covered by VariETY this 


| week, with end of pre-Christmas 
‘influences. However, some spots 
still reflect the downbeat that pre- 
'ceded arrival of Dec. 25 while oth- 
/ers are being hurt by snow and ex- 
/tremely cold weather. Also, the 
| current session will not reflect new, 
_stronger product as much as next 
week, since many theatres opened 
their new bills well before Xmas 
| day. 
| “Mr. Music” (Par) is taking over 
first place by a healthy margin, 
| with over $310,000 amassed in some 
12 key cities. New Bing Crosby 
starrer is uniformly nice to smash, 
, being tops or tandout film in three 
cities. “For Heaven's Sake” (20th) 
is finishing second, although just 
okay in several keys and good in 
‘some other dates. 

“Harvey” (U) is sh wing enough 
on its initial batch of playdates to 


jeapture third position with a ma- | 


‘jority of dates sock to wow. Fourth 
spot is being taken by “Pagan Love 
Song” (M-G), also new, while “Dal- 
las’ (WB) is landing fifth money. 


“Never a Dull Moment” (RKO) 
will place sixth, with “Watch 
Birdie” M-G) seventh. 

“West Point Story” (WB), “Solo- 


mon’s Mines” (M-G) and “2 Weeks 
Vith Love” (M-G) round out the 
jweek’s Big 10. “Kansas Raiders” 


pion, ‘Heaven,’ ‘Harvey,’ ‘Song’ Next Strongest 


(U), “Let’s Dance” (Par), “I'll Get 
By” (20th) and “Breakthrough” 
(WB) are top runnerup pix. 


Besides such films as “Harvey,” 
“Music,” “Song” and “Dallas,” of 
the new pix “Kim” (M-G), “Mud- 
lark” (20th) and “Frenchie” (U) 
show perhaps the greatest poten- 
tials. “Kim,” in third big week at 
N. Y. Music Hall, opened this 
stanza with sock ‘otal in Philly. 
“Frenchie” (U), neat in Chicago, is 
smash in San Francisco. ‘“‘Mudlark”’ 
looms smash in first N. Y. week 
“Magnificent Yankee” 
shapes sturdy in L. A. small-seater 


three spots. “Branded” (Par), also 
new, looms strong in Frisco, but 
“Flying Missile” (Col) is not so 
good on initial date in N. Y. 





| “American Guerrilla” (20th) is 
stout in K. C. “Mystery Subma- 
/rine” 
iL. A. 
| “Mad Wednesday” ‘RKO? shapes 
‘nice in Seattle but not so strong 
‘in Louisville and 
“All About Eve” (20th) is big in 
| St. Louis. 

“Miniver Story” (M-G) shapes 
-oke in St. Louis. “ight Cross” 
,(M-G) is fair in Boston. “Two 
|Flags West” (20th) is do'ng nicely 
‘in St. Louis, but is mild in Philly 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 8-9.) 


nt in 21 Months 


roposed Decree: 


| 





Tax Exemption OK 


Washington, Dec. 26. 

Divorcement of the Warners’ the- 
atre chain within 21 months is pro- 
vided in the proposed antitrust de- 
cree which will be submitted to 
the New York trial court for ap- 
proval on Jan. 4. However, submis- 
sion depends upon formal approval 
of certain tax and fiscal features 
before then by the U. S. Treasury 
Department. Exemption from the 
corporate reorganization levy is 
sought by WB. 

Two successor corporations—one 
to operate the theatres and the 
other to run the studios and dis- 


| tribution end of the business—will 


! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


(M-G) | 
“Vendetta” (RKO) is do:ng well in| 


| 


(U) looks okay in Philly and | 


Indianapolis. | 
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PSIG TROEG. ...cesceeces a 
Ir-‘de Television........ 2” 
International ...... ‘ 12 
Fo) | ee 42 

it rrr rrerrrr re 45 
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|| Television Reviews...... 23 
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be created, with stockholders in the 
present WB obtaining shares of 
stock in both the new firms. In 
addition to divorcement, the big 
exhibition circuit must divest a 
minimum of 52 of its theatres, with 
another 21 or more subject to di- 
vestiture depending upon competi- 
tive conditions in the future. Half 
of the 52 divestitures must be com- 
pleted within one year and all 
must be disposed of within two 
years. 

In the splitup, the three Warners 
—Harry, Jack and Albert—are all 
required to remain on the same 
side of the fence, either exhibition 

(Continued on page 14) 


Swanson Cavalcade 
- Being Assembled By 
N.Y. Film Museum 


Film library of the Museum of 
Modern Art, N. Y., is assembling 
clips from various of her old films 
for a 45-minute Gloria Swanson 
Cavalcade. It’s been facetiously 
dubbed by the Museum | staff 
“Swanson Through the Ages.” 

Composite, being assembled un- 
der supervision of Richard Griffith, 
assistant to the director of the li- 
brary, will have its initial showing 

(Continued on page 7) 
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2 MISCELLANY 


Research Council Const: 
New Techniques for 





Hollywood, Dec. 26. ¢ 





Motion picture production re- 
quires a wider range of raw mate- 
-jals. manufactured products, and glo 
standard and specialized equip- 
ment than any otuer American 1in- 
dustry. In addition to these basic 
needs, more than 250 classifications Sad 
of specialists and workers 1n varl- 
ous arts. sciences, skills, trades and i 


handicrafts are employed on per- 
manent or part-time basis to turn 
out the 400 or more features an- | 
nually to supply the market. 
Requirements cover all types ol anc 
building and construction mate- 15th 


rials, household equipment and fur- 
nishings, fabrics, hard goods, chem- 
icals, office supplies, standard and 
specialized electrical apparatus, 
specially-designed equipment, cars, O 
trucks. tractors—in fact, virtually 
every product manufactured. 

With such a.diversity of products 
required, and the constant need for 
improving techniques and equip- 
ment—in addition to adapting new 
products for usage—the eight ma- } 
jor producing companies of Holly- | 





Legit- 
Pai 


wood ‘Columbia. RKQ, Universal- 
International, Metro, Republic, Par- _— 
amount, 20th-Fox and Warners) 1n- Pag 
corporated the Metion Picture Re- - — 
search Council nearly three years ¢ Pp 
ago to function as a centralized ° A 
organization for research and de- peor 
velopment of new materials, proc- pe Pho 
esses, and equipment for its con- ° Phys 
ti ibutii # companies 000. tal 
rhe organization is an outgrowth the Cu 
of the Academy Research Council, er. anc 
which was established more than 79 ¢5o¢ 
20 years ago specifically to probe ity of 1 
the then-new sound devices and ¢.. ¢). 
techniques. Shortly after the start, onq TV 
the major studios subsidized over-  yecory, 
head of the Academy branch, and tre is 
recently pulled away to set up its Cudia 
own research organization. filming 
Spending in excess of $100,000 rently 
annually, its key engineering staff showca 
of nine covers the divisions of CON- \.ith t 
struction, physics, standards, elec- Deal 
trical. design, mechanical, lighting tail all 
and construction. It also has 200 | o¢ ¢) y 
studio engineers and technicians On 6n pot 
its advisory staff; all of whom are, tables 
from time to time, called on to) while 
Jend aid in research or develop- | among 
ment programs instituted by the In a 
Council. the me 


Council As_ Liaison ing ou 





In addition to its pure research, jn cok 
the Council functions as a liaison | mance 
between its members and manu- pe ma 

(Continued un page 40) cacti ¢ 
' riously 
Ex-Champ Braddock | a? 


Okays Film Biog | 

Ex - heavyweight fight champ)! 
James Braddock has approved the | Hele 

story treatment of his projected 
biopic by Howard Irving Young, 
and the property is currently be- 
ing handled by the Paul Kohner | 





agency in Hollywood. Leo 
Rights to the property, which Hayes 
will probably be called “The Brad- star i 
dock Story,” are held by producer. pictur 
Richard Czinner. new p 
It w 

ture 


Durante’s Lab Tieup = ture 

Now it will be “Durante, the ~ as : 
Well Groomed Man.” Company | " . m 
manufacturing “3 Out Of 5” prep- | S 
arations for men ‘shampoo, hair | howbiz OK in Paris Xmas 
dressing, scalp cream, a{ter-shave | Paris, Dec. 26. 
lotion and shaving cream) has been} Despite meager Christmas res- 
licensed by the NBC-TV comedian ervations at theatres and niteries. 
to be renamed Jimmy Durante a last-minute onslaught filled all 
Laboratories, Inc., and will adver-' amusement centers. 

Thousands of Parisians left town. 

However. hordes of holiday-bound 


tise under the new name after 
Jan. 1. 

hinterlanders more than filled the 
void. 





Durante has been using some of 
the products for several years. 
yl 
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'*Sunset Boulevard” and “Kind 
Hearts and Coronets” tied for sec- 
ond place. Other awards: 

Best foreign-language film: “Bi- 
cycle Thief; best stage production 
(non-musieal): “Death of a Sales- 
man;” best musical: “Lost in the 
Stars;” best stage performance 
(actor): Thomas Mitchell and Sid- 
ney Blackmer ‘tied); worst English- 
language film: “Black Rose;” worst 
screen performance: Hedy Lamarr 
_ (actress); worst screen’ perform- 
ance: Mickey Rooney (actor); worst 
stage production fnon-musical): 
“Strictly Dishonorable;” worst stage 
production (musical); “If You 
Please.” 





Travel Expert 


Richard Joseph 
details why there will be 


500.000 Americans 


on the Lam in °51 

In @ sort of a last-fling tourism 
binge 
* 7 * 

an interesting editorial feature 
in the 

45th Anniversary Number 

of 


VARIETY 
OUT NEXT WEEK 











Armor.” He took Frans Hals’ “A Gay Cavalier” and painted in the 
face of David Belasco. He took another Frans Hals painting, and 
changed it into John Barrymore as Hamlet. 


“Blue Boy” Goes For $25 


His painting of Sid Grauman after Gainsborough’s “Blue Boy” was 
presented to Sid many years ago at a banquet in Sid’s honor, which 
was held at the Roosevelt hotel in Hollywood. Simeon Gest presented 
the fantasy. Grauman’s old mother was distressed by the conceit, 
but everybody told her it was all in fun, and in fact was worth lots 
more than most of the things people gave her little son with the big 


ideas. Maybe so, but all it brought was $25 at the auction. 
Like most of Grauman’s treasures, it probably gathered dust in 
storage. While his mother lived they shared two rooms at the Am- 


bassador hotel, and after her death Sid confined himself to one room. 
He was very abSent-minded. Gertrude Skall, his secretary for 21 years, 
and the co-administrator of his estate, once gave him a present—a 
beautiful cigaret case. <A visitor caught him unarmed the next day 
and Sid told Miss Skall, “Quick. fix up that gift on my desk there and 
give it to this guy.” Then as an afterthought he said, “Take out the 
‘ard first. It might have come from him.” 


That Grauman was no businessman is best proved by the fact that 
he died without making a will. Sid resolved to do something about it. 
In fact he had made a will but had never signed it. He particularly 
wanted to take care of George Ormiston, who had been Belasco’s head 
carpenter and Grauman’s as well. Ormiston, now 75, had a stroke and 
is completely paralyzed, so the kindness Sid intended to pass on to him 
was never consummated. 


In fact, the Same was true of Gertrude Skall. With Sid’s death she 
lost her job at the Chinese theatre and, except for this job as co- 
administrator, she would have nothing. 


As more than 25 persons have elaims on the estate, not to stress a 
carload of characters claiming to be his relatives, it is doubtful that 
she will be able to buy an annunity out of her services. 


Roy J. Goldenberg, the auctioneer, announced he was proudly pre- 
senting the “momentums.” He probably had it right the first time. 
Certainly beyond that flash of ardor the Academy people showed 
regarding Sid’s Oscar, nobody was paying much for a Grauman 
i; memento. 
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Dix Biz Off an Extra 10% in Areas 


With Heaviest Video Concentration 


Stu 
geures from TV and non-TV areas 
» past few months indicate biz 
ic iown an extra 10% in locales 
ned by tele. B.o. is reportedly 
about 2 20° from 1946 in the 

ories not yet served by video 
ons as against 30° in tele 
figures are the result of 
analysis by statistically-minded 
two major companies. 
They refute both the ideas (1) that 
tele is having little if any effect 
2) that it is murdering 


' Iv ¢ Ol « 
on ) 


{ 
execs ol 


ompanies have, of course, 
} tching the effect of video 
on grosses for a long time. While 
f execs doubted that the new 
medium was taking its toll, it has 
o! xen in the past four to six 
, a valid statistical cor- 
1 in has appeared, 
comparisons of gross 
in IV and non-TV terri- 
ories revealed no pattern’ that 
ed biz in the former was worse 
itter. That led, as a mat- 
er ot fact, to a remark by Metro 
sales chief William F. Rodgers that 
was idee quoted in the trade: 
“There's no television in Hawaii,” 


mnt that 


eLorore, 


f 
t 
Sho 
1 
S 


meaning that biz there is just as 
bad as in TV territories. 

A whole complex of causes is 
ascribed by major company an- 
alysts for the 20°0-off biz, aside 
from tele: economic factors, atti- 
tudes toward films and a lot of 


other things on which no one can 
» a specific finger. 

general, the correlation be- 
tween film grosses and TV competi- 
tion is disclosed by the fact that 
the b.o. is holdin, up best in the 
south. That’s where tele is least 
developed. On the other hand, biz 
its worst in those areas with 
concentration of TV. They 
York, Philadelphia, Bos- 
Angeles and Chicago. 


Fear That Film Stars 
May Flub TV Shots Also 
Figures in Studio Bans 


Fact that some film stars might 
appear ludicrous on television 
through inability to memorize 
lines. or to ad lib a sustained con- 
Versation, is another reason for the 
major studios’ ban against their 
contract players appearing on TV. 
According to a major studio exec, 
the risk of such a star completely 
dispelling the “glamor” built 


are New 
1, Los 





lies by major distribs of gross? 





around him via years of costly pro- | 


Motion makes the move to TV out 
O! the question at this time. 

_ With video gaining steadily in 
importance as a film promotion 
medium, exee said, the ban must 
eventually be lifted. Before that | 
can be done, though, he averred, | 
it will probably be necessary for | 


| 


each studio to set an exec or panel | 


O! discriminating exees to deter- 
Mine which stars have the talents 
necessary for video appearances 
and which have not. With the 
Many other 
contronting the studios, he pointed 
Cul, the majors think TV so far is 
hot worth the time and money that 
would necessarily be expended. 

Wi ithout 


exec declared that most stars are 
entirely un 
le \ how they would appear on 

Their agents, he noted, also 


Cannot he counted on to be dis- 
~uaninating. 


B-K Reopens 2 


Chicago, Dec. 26. 
& Katz circuit, riding 
‘rest Of the Xmas attendance 
“ have reopened two of its five 
ened nabe theatres. They are 








; Balat yan 
hy pe 
dar 


t} 1 

a |.010-seat Iris and 871-seat 
three Both were darkened about 
Bev “eeks ago because of the 


® neighborhood biz drop. 
‘illiam Hollander, circuit veepee, 


Wout need that the re-lighting 
—. ly be an experiment, -and 
the «Ss May darken again after 
boo. , | Of the year if business 


Own, 


problems currently | 


mentioning names, the 


able to judge for them- | 





Max Shulman 


Has Authored a Satirical Show 
Business Short Story 


The Public Servant 


An Interesting Byline Piece in the 


Forthcoming 


45th 


Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 
OUT NEXT WEEK 


Rathvon, With Ist 
Vidpic In, Details 
Problem of Profits 


Although his first film produced 
especially for television has al- 











ready been completed and broad- | 


cast, indie film financier N. Peter 
Rathvon still is not certain how 
vidpix producers are to derive 
their profits. Rathvon declared 
this week that the question of who 
retains subsidiary rights to the 
picture is still unsettled and must 
now be worked out through nego- 
tiations with the various parties in- 
volved. And, it’s generally con- 


ceded that at this stage of video’s 


growth, it’s the second and third 


run showings of vidpix that pro- | 


vide the profits. 

Rathvon’'s film is “The Pharma- 
cist’s Mate,” aired as part of ABC- 
TV's “Pulitzer Prize Playhouse” 
series Friday night (22). Film was 
considered good enough (see re- 
view in this section) to bring up 
the question of whether Rathvon 
might be contemplating theatrical 
release for it. He emphasized 


that the possibility of theatrical 
distribution is strictly “secondary.” 


He pointed out that the question | 


of subsidiary rights must be nego- 
tiated with Schlitz Brewers, spon- 
sors of “Pulitzer”; Columbia U., 


through which the Pulitzer tiein | 


(Continuec on page 14) 


Schary Reveals Metro’s 
Hypoed Prod. Activities; 





Contracts Flu in Gotham 


Metro production veepee Dore 


Schary contracted flu enroute to, 


New York from the Coast last week, | 
and as a result he has been con- 
fined to his hotel. He has been> 
forced to delay his scheduled con- | 
fabs at the homeoffice with Loew's | 
prexy Nicholas M. Schenck and | 
other execs. 

Schary plans to leave for a four- 


week vacation in Florida tomorrow 


(Thurs.), where he’ll probably hud- 
dle with Schenck. Latter is sched- 
uled to depart for his annual Flori- 
da vacation immediately after New | 
Year’s. Metro sales veepee William | 
F. Rodgers, incidentally, left for 
Miami last Friday (22), so will also 
be available there to sit in on the 
talks. 

Schary revealed on his arrival 
from the Coast that Metro has nine 
new pictures ready to roll and con- 
firmed reports that the studio— 
would increase its output for 1951. 
While he did not specify the num- 
ber of pictures to be produced, | 
it's believed the company will up 
its feature production from the 36 
turned out this year to 40 for the 
coming year. 

Seven pictures are now before 
the cameras, with another 20 in 


final phases of filming, editing or 
i release printing. 


00,000,000 FO 
~—OEVEN MADR 


Earnings for the seven major 
film companies in 1950, while well 
below half what they were in the 
peak year of 1946, are almost three 
times what they were in 1940. They 
are about equal to net profits of 
the 1929 boom era. 

Prospects of the seven majors 
for the year that draws to an end 
this week are for composite earn- 
ings about slightly over $50,000,000. 
In 1940 they were $19,000,000, in 
1935 $16,000,000, and in 1930 (par- 
tially representing income from 
1929) $51,00,000. 

Gross income for the companies 
declined during 1950 about 12% 
from the top year of 1947. It is 





now not quite twice as much as it, 


was in 1940; something over twice 
as big at 1935 and about 1°4 times 
its 1929-30 scale. 
| The 1950 gross will .be about 
| $836,000,000 for the seven com- 
panies. This compares with $954,- 
000,000 peak of 1947 and $488, 000,- 
000 in 1940; $401,000,000 in 1935 
and about $500, 000,000 in 1929-30. 

Companies included in the tabu 
lation by Varrery include Metro, 
Paramount, 20th-Fox, Warner Bros., 
RKO, Columbia and Universal. Not 
‘included of the majors is United 
Artists, which, being privately 
owned, does not issue financial re- 
ports. Adjustments have _ been 
made in the count for such corpo- 
_rate changes as the split of the old 
Paramount company into two new 
firms, Paramount and United Par- 
amount Theatres. 

Earnings per share of stock out- 
standing—an index to how the com- | 


(Continued on page 16) 


Goldwyn East to Eye 





York from the Coast next Wednes- 
day (3). He’ll be east only about 
a week. Trip is said to be involved 
with internal affairs of the Gold- 
'wyn organization, for the purpose 
of talking to writers who are work- 
ing in New York on several scripts 
for the producer, and to see pros- 


however, that he had produced it ,Pective players and writers. 


specifically for video purposes and | 


Mrs. (Frances) Goldwyn was 
east for a week about a month ago 
on pretty much the same biz and 
lined up a number of young actors 
and writers for her husband to see. 
‘She's not accompanying him on 
this trip. 


Players and Writers | 


| Samuel Goldwyn is due in New | 











President of 20th Century-Fox Films 
Spyros Skouras 
Feels Certain That 
Better Pix Always Get 
Better Biz 
* * * 

An interesting Byline Piece in the 


45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


OUT NEXT WEEK 
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3 Major 1948 Pix 


Test Phonevision 
New Year's Day 





| New 


|major company features, all re- 


| leased originally in 1948. 


minor distributors, Zenith 


9% 66 


ed for the preem Warners 


Ann Sothern; Paramount's 


Metro’s “Homecoming,” 
Clark Gable and Lana Turner. 


Chi 
Phonevision “pay-as-you-see” de- | 


Zenith Radio’s Phonevision rolls 
Year’s Day in Chicago with | 
three top-budgeted and top-starred | 


With a 
panies are doing for their stock- | ‘reported 75 films made available 
holders—in 1950 on a composite | for the test by several major and 
prexy 
Eugene F. McDonald, Jr. has select- | 
April 
| Showers,” starring Jack Carson and | 
“Wel- 
come Stranger,” toplined by Bing 
'Crosby and Barry Fitzgerald, and 
co-starring | 
Films are to be offered to 300. 
families equipped with the 





|Warner Divorcement in 21 Months 
Provided in Proposed Decree; 
Await F ormal Tax Exemption OK 


Washington, Dec. 26. 

Divorcement of the Warners’ the- 
atre chain within 21 months is pro- 
vided in the proposed antitrust de- 
cree which will be submitted to 
the New York trial court for ap- 
proval on Jan. 4. However, submis- 
sion depends upon formal approval 
of certain tax and fiscal features 
before then by the U. S. Treasury 
Department. Exemption from the 
corporate reorganization levy is 
sought by WB. 

Two successor corporations—one 
to operate the theatres and the 
other to run the studios and dis- 
tribution end of the business—will 
be created, with stockholders in the 
present WB obtaining shares of 
stock in both the new firms. In 
addition to divorcement, the big 
exhibition circuit must divest a 
| minimum of 52 of its theatres, with 
| another 21 or more subject to di- 
vestiture depending upon competi- 


| tive conditions in the future. Half 
| of the 52 divestitures must be com- 


pleted within one year and all 
must be disposed of within two 
years. 

In the splitup, the three Warners 
—Harry, Jack and Albert—are all 
required to remain on the same 
side of the fence, either exhibition 

(Continued on page 14) 


Swanson Cavalcade 
- Being Assembled By 
N.Y. Film Museum 


Film library of the Museum of 
Modern Art, N. Y., is assembling 
clips from various of her old films 
for a 45-minute Gloria Swanson 
Cavalcade. It’s been facetiously 
dubbed by the Museum | staff 
“Swanson Through the Ages.” 

Composite, being assembled un- 
der supervision of Richard Griffith, 
assistant to the director of the li- 
brary, will have its initial showing 


(Continued on page 7) 








vice, through which they’ll be able | 





to order them screened in their | 
homes at a fee of $1 per showing. | 
Features are to be transmitted at | 
4, 7 and 9 p. m. daily. McDonald | 
has set up a rotating schedule, un- | 
der which a film shown at 4 o’clock | 
one day will be repeated at 7 the | 
next day and at 9 the third day 


(Continued on page 40) 











Biz is perking up in most key 
cities covered by VARIETY this 


| week, with end of pre-Christmas 
/influences. However, some spots 
still reflect the downbeat that pre- 
/ceded arrival of Dec. 25 while oth- 
| ers are being hurt by snow and ex- 
_ tremely cold weather. Also, the 
current session will not reflect new, 
| stronger product as much as next 
week, since many theatres opened 
their new bills well before Xmas 
| day. 

“Mr. Music” (Par) is taking over 
first place by a healthy margin, 
‘with over $310,000 amassed in some 
| 12 key cities. New Bing Crosby 
| starrer is uniformly nice to smash, 
| being tops or tandout film in three 
‘cities. “For Heaven's Sake” (20th) 
is finishing second, although just 
,okay in several keys and good in 
‘some other dates. 

“Harvey” (U) is sh. wing enough 
on its initial batch of playdates to) 
|capture third position with a ma- 
| jority of dates sock to wow. Fourth | 
| spot is being taken by “Pagan Love | 
' Song” (M-G), also new, while “Dal- 
las” (WB) is landing fifth money. 


“Never a Dull Moment” (RKO) 
will place sixth, with “Watch | 
| Birdie’ M-G) seventh. 


“West Point Story” (WB), “Solo- | 


mon’s Mines” (M-G) and “2 Weeks | 


Vith Love’ (M-G?) round out the 
week's Big 10. “Kansas Raiders” 


National Boxoffice Survey 
Arrival of Xmas Perks Trade; ‘Music’ New Cham- 


pion, ‘Heaven,’ ‘Harvey,’ ‘Song’ Next Strongest 


(U), “Let’s Dance” (Par), “I'll Get 
By” (20th) and “Breakthrough” 
(WB) are top runnerup pix. 


Besides such films as “Harvey,” 
“Music,” “Song” and “Dallas,” of 
the new pix “Kim” (M-G), “Mud- | 
lark” (20th) and “Frenchie” (U) | 
show perhaps the greatest poten- | 
tials. “Kim,” in third big week at. 
N. Y. Music Hall, opened this _ 
stanza with sock ‘otal in Philly. | 
“Frenchie” (U), neat in Chicago, is | 
smash in San Francisco. “Mudlark”’ | 
looms smash in first N. Y. week. | 
“Magnificent Yankee” (M-G) | 
shapes sturdy in L. A. small-seater. | 



































“Vendetta” (RKO) is do:ng well in | 
three spots. “Branded” (Par), also 
new, looms strong in Frisco, but 
“Flying Missile” (Col) is not so 
good on initial date in N. Y. 
| “American Guerrilla” (20th) is 
| stout in K. C. “Mystery Subma- 
rine” (U) looks okay in Philly and | 
IL. A. | 
| “Mad Wednesday” ‘RKO? shapes 
nice in Seattle but not so strong 
‘in Louisville and Indianapolis. 
| * ‘All About Eve” (20th) is big in 
| St. Louis. 
“Miniver Story” (M-G) shapes | 
oke in St. Louis. “ight Cross” || 
(M-G) is fair in Boston. “Two 
'Flags West” (20th) is doing nicely 
in St. Louis, but is mild in Philly 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 8-9.) |! 
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Industryites Flock to Support Of — 
NY. Theatre in Ban of ‘Miracle 


Public indignation by both pri- 
vate citizens and organized groups 
over the action of New York City’s 
License Commissioner in ordering 
withdrawal of the Roberto Rossel- 
lini-Anna Magnani film, “The Mira- 
cle.” threatened to bring a full- 
fledged test of the official’s un- 
limited one-man censorship powers. 

Order imposed on the Paris the- 
atre. Gotham artie, where the film 
was playing, by Commissioner Ed- 
ward T. McCaffrey appeared to 
bring into focus the whole matter 
of screen censorship. Industryites 


were unanimous over the long 
Christmas weekend in promising 
support to the theatre and the 


fiim’s distrib, Joseph Burstyn, in a 
full-scale legal fight. 

Actually, the License Commis- 
sioner is believed by attorneys to 
be within his legal rights un- 
der N.Y. City statutes. His power 
has been upheld by the courts in a 


similar test brought by Howard 
Hughes on “The Outlaw” several 
years ago. 


Major difference is that the “Out- 


law” issue was obscenity, while the | 


present one is a matter of opinion 
as to whether the 41-minute Ital- 
jan-made_ story anti-religious. 
Lawyers indicated yesterday (Tues- 
day) that only the City Council or 
State Legislature could limit Mc- 
Caffrey’s power, and that public 
protest would probably be the most 


is 


effective method of dealing with 
the issue. 
liowever, Burstyn has_ been 


meeting constantly with lawyers for 

the past several days. It appears 

certain that if any grounds can be 
(Continued on page 40) 


‘BORN’ AND 3 OTHER PIX 
GET LEGION’S ‘B’ RATING 


Columbia’s ‘“‘Born Yesterday.” in 
which a critic for a Catholic dioce- 
san organ found subtle Communis- 
tic propaganda, last week was 
placed in the National Legion of De- 
cency’s Class “B” category. After 
scanning the picture, the organi- 
zation’s reviewers declared that it 
contained “suggestive 
and dialog as well as a low moral 
tone.” - 

“B” label (morally objectionable 
in part for all) was affixed on four 
other pictures at the same time. 
“For Heaven’s Sake” (20th) was 
rapped for its “suggestive se- 
quences; contains material morally 
unfit for entertainment of motion 
picture audiences and tends to con- 
done immoral actions.” 

Group points out that the rating 
on “Sake” applies only to prints 
shown in the U. S., its possessions 
and Canada. Version exported to 
other countries is judged to be 
“more morally offensive.” A com- 
edy-fantasy, the film stars Clifton 
Webb and Joan Bennett. 

Three other pix drawing “B's” 
were “Vendetta” (RKO), “Highway 
301” (WB) and “Headline,” British 
import, which English Films is dis- 
tributing. “Vendetta,” Howard 
Hughes production, was branded 
replete with material “morally un- 
suitable for entertainment of mo- 
tion picture audiences.” Warner 
entry has “excessive brutality,” 
while “Headline” contains “sugges- 
tive dialog and costuming.” 


Pam Blumenthal In 
N.Y. to Talk Release 


A. Pam Blumenthal is in New 
York from the Coast currently to 
discuss a new distribution setup for 
Fidelity Producticns, in which he 
is partnered with Howard Welsch. 
He is also having talks with Joseph 
H. Seidelman, former Universal 
foreign topper, who is associated 
with him and Welsch in the pix. 

Fidelity has made two films, 
“House by the River,” which was 
released by Republic, and “Woman 
On the Run,” handled by U. It is 
pianning to go into a larger pro- 
gram. Blumenthal will be east for 








several more weeks on the distri- | 


bution arrangements. 





Sells 2,600 Par Common 


Maurice Newton, “aramount | 
board member, has sold 2.600 
shares of the major’s common 
stock. 


This slices his holdings to 9,605 
shares. 


+ 


situations | 





Lopert Owns ‘Miracle’ 

American rights to “The 
Miracle,” Roberto Rossellini 
film banned in New York, are 
owned by Lopert Films, but 
the pic is being distributed by 
Joseph Burstyn. Latter made 
the deal more than a year ago 
Lopert was to get 80° of the 
film rentals and Burstyn 20% 


after a distribution fee was 
taken off the top 

At that time it wasn’t cer- 
tain what could be done with 


the pic because of its odd 40- 
minute length. When Burstyn 
conceived the idea of putting 
it with two short French films 
under a sSsingle-feature title, 
Lopert deal was revised to 
give Burstyn 55° of the take 
and Lopert 45°. Burstyn pro- 
vided the two French films, 
“A Day in the Country” and 
“Jofroi,”’ which were made be- 
fore the war and for which he 
reportedly paid a flat $6,000 
each for U. S. rights. 


Todd-Thomas Eyes N.Y. 
Legit Theatre for Bow 
Of New Cinerama Pic 


New firm formed to produce 
films using the Cinerama process, 
linking Broadway _ producer 
Michael Todd and author-commen- 
tator Lowell Thomas, figures on 
unveiling its first pic at a N.Y. legit 
theatre next September. Other 
cities on the initial list include Chi- 
cago and two additional spots to be 
serviced by mobile units. 

Thomas-Todd Productions has set 
a $1,250,000 budget for the first 
film, according to Todd. Addition- 
ally. permanent installation of the 
special equipment at the N. Y. 
house is estimated at $50,000. 

Tied in with Thomas and Todd 
are Reeves Soundcraft and_ its 
subsidiary, Cinerama, Inc. Sys- 
tem requires three sets of projec- 
tors, a special set of sound heads 
and a wide are-shaped screen. 
Todd will serve as executive pro- 
ducer with Thomas also taking a 
part in the filmmaking. Money in- 
terests will be represented by 
Frank M. Smith. Financing, which 
has been’ provided by private 
group, and involves no banks, was 
set by Smith, Thomas’ business 
manager. 

Cinerama system until recently 
was slated to be put into .use by a 
group of circuit opérators in an 
association with producer Lester 
Cowan. Group decided to drop the 
idea the past month, largely be- 
cause of the extensive financing re- 
quired. 

Photographic process for the 
medium was developed by Fred 
Waller. Sound was provided by 
Hazard E. Reeves, president of 
Reeves Soundcraft. 

Already demonstrated for the 
press, the Cinerama projection 
gives the audience a sense of par- 
ticipation in action depicted by rea- 
son of the tremendous breadth of 
the screen. 


AMERICAN LEGION IN 
_ KUDOS TO PIC INDUSTRY 


| Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

At a genial gathering in the Bev- 
erly Hills hotel, Y. Frank Freeman, 
chairman of the Assn. of Motion 
Picture Producers’ board of direc- 
tors, accepted the American Le- 
gion’s Citation of Merit for coop- 
eration in patriotic endeavors. 

The presentation was made by 
Leon V. McCardle, president of the 
Legion’s 1950 convention, accom- 
panied by a message from John R. 
Quinn, past national commander. 
He said, in part: “I want to assure 
you that our delegates are deeply 
impressed by the film industry’s 
firm friendship and that it stands, 
with the Legion, as a tremendous 
force for the perpetuation of our 
rights and freedoms.” 














| U’s Sales Drive 


| Universal next week launches a 
'17-week sales drive honoring do- 
mestic distribution chief Charles J. 
Feldman. 

Prizes of $35,000 in cash will be 
distributed among division, district 
and branch managers, salesmen 
'and bookers. 





RKO Pictures Prexy 


Ned E. Depinet 


Itemizes Some of the 


Plus Factors Which 
Can Help Recapture 
the Lost Pix Audience 


* * * 


An Interesting Editorial Feature 
in the 


15th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


OUT NEXT WEEK 


Co. Tied 
Alcorn Co. Tie 
Up in Litigati 

Ronnie Alcorn and his produce: 
tion of “Johnny Holiday’ became 
the subjects of legal ado on two 
fronts In Wichita, Kans., two 
stockholders of the Kansas Milling 
Co. slapped officers of the firm 
with a fraud suit charging they 
wrongfully used company funds toa 
back Alcorn Productions in its lens- 
ing of the film. It was alleged that 
about $1,067.000 was advanced, that 
the film was a financial disaster 
with only about $10,000 returned to 
the milling company. 

D. S. Jackson, vicepresident of 
the flour outfit. issued a statement 
denying there was any wrongdoing 
or mishandling of funds. He added 
the pic was not a complete loss; 
that it currently is bringing in coin, 
and probably will return at least 
two-thirds of the money outlay. 

On the second front, in Los An- 
geles, the California State Labor 
Board held its second hearing on 
complaints of 11 former employees 
of Alcorn Productions for unpaid 
wages. Claims reportedly total 
$12,000. Alcorn said he only was 
an agent for Kansas Milling, which 
put up the coin for the film being 
released by United Artists. 

Reports from the two spots re- 
called Alcorn’s visit to N. Y. follow- 
ing completion of the pic. At that 
time he stated he used a large por- 
tion of his own money for the proj- 
ect and that he had amassed a for- 
tune through wheat deals which he 
engineered with groups in Brazil. 


ITALO-AMERICAN PIC 
DEAL SOUGHT BY AMATO 


Possible Italo-American produc- 
tion deal will be worked out in 
Hollywood in the next two weeks 
by Giuseppe Amato, who trained to 
the Coast today (Wed.) accom- 
panied by Leonide Moguy. Both ar- 
rived in New York last week from 
Italy. An associate of Rizzoli Films 
of Rome, Amato will confer with 
an undisclosed producer-director 














, With a view to starting a filmmak- 


ing project in Italy. 

Amato and Moguy brought a 
print of their recent Italian-made 
film, “Tomorrow Is Too Late” 
(“‘Domani E Troppo Tardi’) with 
them. Upon their return to Gotham 
they expect to set an American 
distribution deal for the picture. 
RKO is releasing in Italy, while 
Sir Alexander Korda’s organization 
has the rights elsewhere in Europe 
and in Britain. 

Directed by Moguy from a story 
by himself and Alfred Machard. 
“Tomorrow” stars Vittorio De Sica 
in a script concerning the problem 
of sexual education for children. 
Film won an award from the Ital- 
ian government at Biennale of 
Venice for the “best Italian pic- 
ture.” Its cast includes Pier Angeli, 
on a loanout from Metro, to whom 
she is under contract. 





Metro Production Veepee 


Dore Schary 
Observes That 
New Faces Have Value Only 


in Relation to the Quality 
of Their Talents 


& * * * 


An Interesting Editorial Feature 
in the 
45th Anniversary Number 
of 


ARIETY 
OUT NEXT WEEK 
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_*,.. In the Eye of the Beholder’ 


Much of whether or not “The Miracle” “ridicules faith and re- 
ligious fervor lies in the eye of the beholder,” VaARIETy said in re- 
viewing the Roberto Rossellini-Anna Magnani film in last week’s 


(Dec. 20) issue. 


Pic popped into the headlines over the weekend as 


a result of a ban on it by the New York City Commissioner of Li- 
censes on the charge that it is “blasphemous.” 


“Plaved 


with passion, boldness and great style,” 


Herb, the 


VARIETY reviewer, stated, “the story gives rise to the question of 
taste in whether the religious fanaticism of an obviously idiot 
woman and her resultant invitation to seduction by a ‘saint’ is fit 


subject matter. 


Much of whether or not it ridicules faith and re- 
ligious fervor lies in the eye of the beholder. 


In any case, it has 


the faculty of making the viewer mighty uncomfortable.” 


“Obviously a 
review 


brink of screen intensity. 


how-dramatic-can-you-get 
stated, “the director succeeds in steering his star to the 
She is pictured as an idiot peasant, a 


effort by Rossellini,” 


religious fanatic, who takes a bearded stranger for St. Joseph and, 
in the belief that she has been divinely chosen for this miracle, 


gives herself to him. 


Ridiculed in her pregnancy by the cruelly 


ignorant folk of the bleak Italian town and cast out by them, she 


crawls off to a cave until time to have her baby. 


It is born to her 


as she cries out alone in the vault of an empty church.” 


“Miracle” runs 41 


minutes and is one of three short features 


joined together under the overall title of ‘‘Ways of Love.” 








March of Time Sets Up TV Unit, 
Preps Two Series for Early Start 





Farley in From England 


Frank Farley, managing director 
of Paramount British Productions, 
Ltd., arrived in New York from 
London last week for a fortnight’s 
visit. He’s huddling with Par 
prexy Barney Balaban and eastern 
studio rep Russell Holman, under 
whose aegis come Farley’s activi- 
ties abroad. 

British exec is also seeing the 
plays in New York and talking 
over potential buys of plays and 
stories originating in England with 
Par play editor John Byram and 
story editor Alan Jackson. 





Virginia Kellogg In 
Pro-H’ wood Pitch As 


She Researches Pic 


Virginia Kellogg, researching 
material for a forthcoming Sam 
Bischoff (RKO) picture on juvenile 
delinquency, is combining her film 
material with two supplementary 
projects. One will be pieces for 
Reader’s Digest and Collier’s. pos- 
sibly to be elaborated into a book; 
the other and more important— 
to her—is the pro-Hollywood pitch 
she has been doing. 

A Hollywood scripter for over 
20 years, and a member of the 
Screen Writers Guild board, Miss 
Kellogg has frequently toured the 
U. S. on behalf of anti-crime, im- 
provements in public hospitals and 
similar institutions, and again now 
in relation to juvenile delinquency. 

She has just completed touring 
seven different states; has lived as 
an “inmate” in a number of insti- 
tutions; absorbed the authentic feel 
and argot of the delinquents, law- 
breakers, narcotic addicts, and the 
like. She was surprised at the ex- 
istence of a Narcotics Anonymous 
movement, a la Alcoholic Anony- 
mous; has been struck by some of 
the “‘snakepit” conditions in cer- 
tain institutions ‘which, however, 
are being constantly improved and 
made more humane); learned of 
the “honor system” penal institu- 
tions which are gaining momen- 
tum, etc. 

A sworn special officer of the 
Los Angeles Police Dept., Miss Kel- 


logg is proud of her recognition | 
With | 
Mary Ross, a retired femme cop | 


from “official” 


channels. 

after 2012 years’ service, she has 

had a regular radio series on “Po- 
(Continued o- page 40) 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Giuseppe Amato 
Caroline Burke 
Judy Feiner 

L. Wolfe Gilbert 
Jack Lait 

Leonide Moguy 
George J. Schaefer 
Jule Styne 

Ned Washington 


N. Y. to Europe 
Charles Carper.ter 
Hoctor & Byrd 


Europe to N. Y. 
Ben Goetz 
Paul Graetz 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Hummel] 
Boris Morros 
Spyros Skouras 





+ 


| 
| 








March of Time, which produced 
“Crusade in Europe” for television, 
has established a special TV unit 
which swings into operation im- 
mediately after the first of the year 
under the supervision of MOT 
chief Richard de Rochemont and 
associate MOT producer Arthur B. 
Tourtellot. Since the film outfit is 
an adjunct of Time, Inc., that 
means that the Henry Luce pub- 
lishing firm is stepping into active 
video work for the first time. 

According to Tourtellot, the new 
unit will tee off with two projects. 
First is to be a 26-week, half-hour 
series titled “Crusade in the Pacif- 
ic,’ which is to be a counterpart 
of the “Europe” series. Latter, in- 
cidentally, is currently playing its 
third time around on various TV 
stations throughout the country. 
Tourtellot said the “Pacific” series, 
which is to utilize captured Jap- 
anese film, and Library of Congress 
material, as well as the vast MOT 
library, will follow the entire Pacif- 
ic campaign through World War 
II up to and including the current 
fighting in Korea. No bankroller 
has been set yet, but he said TV 
station managers had convinced 
him on his recent swing around 
the country that there would be 
little trouble in selling it. 


Second project is titled “March 
of the Years,” which will comprise 
a weekly, half-hour series of con- 
tinuing history during the last 15 
years. This series, according to 
Tourtellot, has been optioned to an 
unidentified sponsor. During the 
next six months, he added, he ex- 
pects to explore and experiment 
with several hundred other possi- 
ble vidfilm series, selecting five or 
six others for production. 


MOT has takent another floor in 
its present Manhattan quarters to 
house the new unit, which will 
comprise about 16 persons, as well 
as the editorial staffs of Time, Life 
and the MOT. 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Ba: bara Belle 
George D. Burrows 
Gina Canale 
Ed Cashman 
Hume Cronyn 
Armand Deutsch 
Kirk Douglas 
Frank Fontaine 
Jim Frasher 
Thomas Gomez 
Teddy Hart 
Alfred Hayes 
Van dleflin 
Ruth Hussey 
Abe Lastfogel 
Al Lichtman 
Perry Lieber 
Jason Lindsey 
Jeanette MacDonald 
Borrah Minevitch 
William Pine 
Robert Preston 
N. Peter Rathvon 
Gene Raymond 
Jonas Rosenfield, Jr. 
Sophie Rosenstein 
George Sanders 
Victor Saville 
Joseph Schildkraut 
Martha Scott 
Peter Scully 
Marla Stevens 
Danny Thomas 
J. Arthur Warner 
Fran Warren 
Alec Wilder 
Gig Young 
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Grinieff Would Supply 12 Films 


To Carry UA Through Emergency 


Initial step in the plan that Jac-+ 


ques Grinieff has outlined to United 

Artists’ owners for resuscitation of 
the company entails obtaining of a 
temporary product source to tide 
it over until a regular supply of 
‘etures can be obtained. Manna 
igh the foreign film financier and 
exporter hopes to shake loose at 
once includes eight indie pix al- 
ready in the can or near it, plus 
four films from abroad. 

\lost of the eight, it is under- 
stood, are pix already made for 
and committed to UA but which 
their producers have been holding 
back because of the uncertain con- 
dition of the company. The four 
lingualers, according to Grinieff, 
are first-rate pix on which he has | 
had his eye and which he is almost 
certain he can obtain for UA re- 
Jease in the U. S. 

Grinieff thinks he can obtain the 
eight Hollywood pix by providing 
UA with temporary operating funds 
and a top exec in whom the pro- 
ducers and banks would have faith. 
He would also make known then 
his permanent plan for reviving 
UA. Thus the producers would be 
assured of co~tinued operation of 
the company and would no longer 
have reason for holding back their 
product. 

The foreign film trader has re- 
fused as yet to reveal who the man | 
is whom he has tentatively lined | 
up to head the company, except to 
say it is not James A. Mulvey. | 


(Continued on page 16) 


Paramount Surveys 
Ozoners to Determine 
Competitive Status 


Following its recent announce- | 
ment that some drive-ins will be 
eligible to license films in groups 
with a 20% cancellation privilege, 
Paramount is now getting under- 
way with a complete survey of all 
ozoners to determine their competi- 
tive status. Major’s group selling | 
policy has been in effect for the 
past two years, but heretofore cov- 
ered only conventional houses, 
numbering over 3,000. 


Sales chief A. W. Schwalberg 
has instructed all branch managers 
to study the drive-in operations in 
their areas with the view of listing 
those which meet the block licens- 
ing Tequirements. Par “security 
service plan,” as it’s called, is de- 
signed to service only the smaller 
Situations, particularly those in 
outlying, non-competitive areas. | 
Licensing a group of pix at one. 
time to the difficult-to-reach ac- 
counts means a substantial saving | 
in time and effort for both the dis- 
trib and the theatre. 


Fach picture, under the plan, is 
sold on its individual merits, with 
no conditioning the sale of one on | 
the licensing of others. However, | 
the overall deal is permitted to 
Cover as many as 17 pix, which are 


vw for release through next 
pring, 


HELPRIN TO JAPAN FOR 
KORDA PIX DISTRIB 


tis Helprin, U. S. rep for Sir 
ION inder Korda, is slated to head 
4 /apan next Wednesday (3). 
a da has obtained licenses from 
eneral MacArthur’s headquarters 
el Importation of seven films into 
“@ territory, and Helprin will 
© arrangements for their dis- 
‘on through a Tokyo com- 




















Moi 


orda’s product has not pre- 
’ been distributed in Japan. 
"NS those which will now be 
in are a number the British 
‘cer made in Hollywood as an 
before the war and which 
“re handled by United Artists, of 
o“") he was part owner. Expected 
Bross heavily in this batch are 
'e Book” and “Thief of Bag- 


rod 
( 


idle 


1), ..2'in will be in Tokyo two to 
‘ Weeks, i 


| be hired as ELC ad manager. Mac- 





Writer-Director 


Richard Thorpe 


Wants to Know 
‘Say, Who’s Writing 
the Dialog, Anyway?’ 


*- *« #* | 


An Amusing Byline Piece in the | 
| 
45th Anniversary Number || 


of 


ARIETY 
OUT NEXT WEEK 


LeSieur Almost 
Quits ELC Before 
He's Even Started 


Burn by distribution chief Grad | 
Sears over resignations from Unit- 
ed Artists of pub-ad director How- 
ward LeSieur and ad manager 
Francis M. Winikus almost result- 
ed last week in LeSieur’s quitting 
his Eagle Lion Classics job before 
he started. LeSieur left UA to be- 
come pub-ad chief of ELC, post 
= he steps into next Tuesday 











He reportedly came close to re- | 


signing the chore because of a re- 
versal by ELC prez William C. Mac- 
Millen of a tentative agreement 
that Winikus would simultaneously 


Millen’s about-face is understood 
to have resulted from a beef from 
Sears that he was “raiding” UA. 


Previously both LeSieur and 
Winikus were “fired” by UA three 
days after LeSieur had already re- 
signed to take the ELC job. Sears’ 
burn .started when LeSieur in- 
formed him he was leaving, and in- 
tensified when he got the news that 
Winikus was also going. 

Sears, feeling the men were un 
fairly deserting the UA ship in its 
greatest crisis, ordered them dis- 
missed at once rather than await- 
ing the end of the notice periods 


mS 





they had given UA. Sears also 
(Continued on page 16) 





ee 


FILMITES FEAR | 


State of national emergency and | 
the threatened Goverfiment edict | 


| On a wage freeze have served. to 
| spur film workers’ 
|salary boosts 
| fronts. 


demands for 


on a variety of 


Latest group to join the mass, 


|campaign for wage hikes before | 
'the curbs are set is made up of! 


personnel at the  homeoffices, | 
where union contracts do not ex- 
pire at least until another year. | 
Appeals are being made to com-| 
pany presidents via an informally | 
elected spokesman at each outfit, | 


| with the added-coin requests based | 


on increased cost of living in ad- 
dition to the impending freeze. 


Pattern was set at Paramount | 
where employees enlisted ad-pub | 
vicepresident Max Youngstein to| 
represent them in talks with prexy | 
Barney Balaban. Youngstein sub- 
sequently reported to the group 
that he made the pitch to Balaban 
and the latter was holding the mat- 
ter under advisement. However, 
Screen Employees Guild, whose 
membership includes Par workers, 
recently was turned down when it 
made a formal bid to open current 
contracts with a view toward fat- 
ter pay envelopes. In view of the 
rejection of the SEG request, Par 
h.o. group is not too hopeful that 
their informal approach through, 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Indonesia Biz Pressure 





Brings Fox’s U Exit 


Resignation of Matty Fox from | 
the boards of Universal and United 


World Films last week resulted | 
from increasing pressure of his In- | 


donesian activities. For the past | 
three years he has served as agent | 
for Indonesian products sold in) 
this country and all purchases here | 
by Indonesia. Since the nation! 
was involved in a war with the 
Dutch during most of that time, 
Fox’s activity wasn’t too great un- 
til the Indonesians gained their 
independence during the past year. 

As a result, the former U exec 
has found it increasingly difficult 
to give time to the company’s af- 
fairs. He thus tendered resigna- 
tions from the boards of both the 
parent and its 16m subsid, effec- 
tive Jan. 1. Fox was chairman of 
the directorate of United World, 
which he was instrumental in 
founding. He had previously been 
a v.p. of U, but stepped out of that 
post several years ago. 





WAGE DEMANDS 


Hughes Trusteeship in New RKO 
COMING FNICT Theatre Co. May Cue Odlum Skirmish 





Metro Director 
George Sidney 


Commiserates 


Lo, the Poor Indian 


* * 


One of the Many Byline Features 
in the 


45th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


OUT NEXT WEEK 


TOA Feeler’ 


To COMPO On 
Voting Power 


Theatre Owners of America’s 
proposals for voting privileges for 
each of its regional units on the 
Council of Motion Picture Organi- 
zations exec board were regarded 
this week as primarily a “feeler” 
and not likely to be fully pressed 
by the theatre org as the only out- 
right condition on which it will 
re-enter the COMPO fold. Thought 
widely held in the trade was that 
TOA would be agreeable to some 
alternative arrangement, but sent 
out its voting-power-for-all propo- 
sitions as a means of determining 
the attitude of Allied States Assn. 
and other members of COMPO. 


Allied especially would figure to 
raise substantial objections to the 
TOA plan since there is some vari- 
ance in the number of affiliates 
which each of the two national 
orgs have in the field. TOA pres- 
ently is comprised of 28 local 
groups and the figure will climb as 
other projected units, such as one 
in Michigan, become organized. 
Total of 20 regional outfits consti- 
tutes Allied. 

While all members of COMPO 
have veto power, and a unanimous 
vote is required on all board mat- 
ters, the proposals of TOA still 
would give it the most impressive 


(Continued on page 16) 
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+ Trusteeship of Howard Hughes’ 


stock in the new RKO theatre come 
pany may result in a new skirmish 
with Floyd Odlum, president of 
Atlas Corp., who still contends he 
holds first refusal rights on pur- 
chase of the shares and intends to 
acquire the Hughes holdings “if 
the price is right.” 

Impending dispute, however, will 
have no effect on the skedded re- 
organization of the major and the 
start of independent operations by 
the two new companies on Jan. 2. 
Final letter to stockholders, notify- 
ing them of the split and the trans- 
fers of stock, was sent out over the 
weekend. Hughes is now called 
upon to place his theatre shares in 
trust within 10 days of their is- 
suance. 

It was said on the Odium side 
that the investment firm prexy be- 
lieves no bonafide offer for the 
Hughes shares ever was made and, 
consequently, his option continues 
in force. When Hughes acquired 
the 24% interest in RKO from 

|Odlum, a stipulation was entered 
| providing Odlum with the night to 
|; meet any offer for the theatre 
stock upon reorganization of the 
corporation. 

| Hughes claims that a firm bid 
| for the shares had been made by 
Matty Fox, Cliff Work and Stanley 
Meyer, and Odlum was given the 
opportunity to match their offer, 
Having declined to do so, Odlum’s 
option ceased to exist, occording 
to the Hughes interests. 





Stock-transfer deal also directed. 


that Odlum could buy the theatre 
stock at a cost of $4,500,000 if, at 
the time the circuit is separated 
from the picture company, Hughes 
did not receive a bonafide offer 
from any third party. 

While it was stated flatly that 
Odlum would take the theatre 


(Continued on page 16) 





Del Guidice Trying 
To Set Financing For 


U.S. Distrib of 8 Pix 


Filippo Del Guidice, who recently 

arrived in New York from Italy, 
is attempting to arrange financing 
for the establishment of a company 
to prepare for American distribu- 
tion of eight foreign films on which 
he holds options. He also brought 
‘with him options on 18 European 
documentaries. 
' Aim of the former J. Arthur 
, Rank producer, now living in Italy, 
|is to put a commentary on the pix 
rather than subtitle or dub them, 
He hopes to line up a top-ranking 
American player to make the track 
for each of the pix, explaining the 
action and giving a colloquialized 
‘version of the dialog. 

Del Guidice feels that this 
method will make the films readily 
acceptable for circuit bookings, as 
well as art houses. His plan is not 
to make a distribution deal for 
them until the track is on the first 
couple and he can demonstrate his 
method to various releasing organi- 
zations. 

Among the pix on which Del 
Guidice holds U. S. options are 
“Duel With Death,” made in Vien- 


na by George Pabst; “L’Edera” 
(The Ivy), made in Italy by a 


company fully owned by the Italian 
government, directed by Augusto 
Genina; and “Cuorie Sul Mare” 
(Hearts Over the Sea), made by 
the same company. 


POLON, SHERMAN TO BUY 
FILM FOR NEW RKO C0. 


Matthew Polon and Robert Sher- 
man will handle film buying and 
booking for the RKO circuit under 
the new divorcement setup. 

Both veteran RKO execs, Sher- 
man has been assigned to the N. Y. 
metropolitan portion of the chain, 
including Newark, Trenton and 





Neg, Brunswick, N. J., and Polon 
will handle RKO’s 46 out-of-town 
situations. 

Appointments were made by Sol 
A. Schwartz, president of the thea- 
| tre company, 





| 
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Gambling House 
Hollywood, Dec. 22. 


of Warren — —- 
ion. Stars Victor Mature, Terry ° 
Hottiam Bendix; features Zachary A. 
Charles, Basil Ruysdael, Donald Randolph, 
Damian O’Flynn, Cleo Moore, Ann Doran, 
Eleanor Audley, Gloria Winters, Don Hag- 
gerty. Directed by Ted Tetzlaff. Screen- 
lay, Marvin Borowsky, Allen Rivkin; 
ased on story by Erwin Gelsey; camera, 
Harry J. Wild; music, Roy Webb; editor, 
Roland Gross. Tradeshown Dec. 20, i 
Running time, 80 MINS. 
Mare Fury 


RKO release 


Victor Mature 


4y War®ren..coccesssss: Terry Moore 
ee ee eeeues William Bendix 
Willie ccccese eachary A. Charles 
Judge Ravinek ...e.--- Basil Ruysdael 
Lloyd Crane ..cececesers Donald Randolph 
Ralph Douglas ......+++- Damian O’Flynn 
Pree ts ty Cleo Moore 
Moh aaieee aman Ann Doran 
Mrs. Livingston .....++:. Eleanor Audley 
B. J. Warrem...seseeees Gloria Winters 
BROPED on on cc cnteseveeceesi Don Haggerty 
“Gambling House” is a routine 
melodrama that will get some 
needed help from its marquee 
names. Plot is the old one about 


the reformation of a gambler, but 
uses the twist of having character 
undergo his change of heart when 
he becomes aware of what U. S. 
citizenship means. As _ presented, 
it has its entertaining moments 
but can’t be rated as generally sat- 
isfactory overall. 





Vietor Mature, Terry Moore and 
Wiiliam Bendix are the three stars 
involved in the Marvin Borowsky- 
Allen Rivkin script. In between 
the number of good melodramatic | 
sequences there is a tendency to 


ov ~-dialog scenes. 
‘ature, lone-wolf gambler, be- 
cc 1es the fall guy in a killing com- 


| 


mitted by Bendix for a $50,000 fee. 
Self-defense is proven, and Mature 
is cleared, but Bendix has tipped 
the immigration department that 
Mature was born in Italy and his | 
parents were never naturalized. | 
Faced with deportation, Mature | 
undergoes a gradual realization of | 
what this country means to him, 
manages to convince the judge of | 
his earnestness and wins the right | 
to ‘ry for citizenship. 

Tature gives his role a lot of | 
cco or. Miss Moore is the social | 
worker with whom he falls in love. | 
Hor role makes only light demands. 
Bendix is’ satisfactory as the 
heavy. Zachary A. Charles shows | 
up very well as Mature’s friend, | 
and Basil Ruysdzel is good as the | 
ju se. Others are adequate. 

imong the good moments in the | 
film is the holdup of Bendix’s | 
gambling house by Mature so he | 
can collect the $50,000. It was | 
well-staged for suspense and ex- 
ciftement. Also coming across is the | 
finale, when Mature talks Bendix’s | 
henchmen into killing their boss | 
instead of him. 

“roduction mounting by Warren 
Duff gives the picture an okay 
dressing. Plenty of low-key pho- 
tography by Harry J. Wild is in 
keeping with the meller mood, as 
is the Roy Webb score. Brog. 


The Flying Missile 
Hollywood, Dec. 26. 


Columbia release of Jerry Bresler_pro- 
duction. Stars Glenn Ford, Viveca Lind- 
fors; features Henry O’Neill, Carl Benton 
Reid, Joe Sawyer, John Qualen, Anthony 
Ross, Harry Shannon, Ross Ford, Zachary 
A. Charles, Jerry Paris, Kenneth Tobey, 
Paul Harvey. Directed by Henry Levin. 
<a Richard English, James Gunn; 


| 
| 








story, Harvey S. Haislip, N. Richard Nash; 
comera, William Snyder; editor, Viola 
Lawrence; score, George Duning. Pre- 
viewed Dec. 12, ’50. Running time, 91 
MINS, 
Commander Bill Talbot. . Glenn Ford 
Pe SE eae Viveca Lindfors 
Atmiral Scots. .ccccccce: Henry O'Neill 
Dr. Gates... -»-Carl Benton Reid 
‘Fuss” Payne ..... ee Joe Sawyer 
A I. s.v06 6600684 6 John Qualen 


A miral Bradley Anthony Ross 


V ce-Admiral Williams... Harry Shannon 
C100 DAVE ow. ccccess Ross Ford 
, ES aa Zachary A. Charles 
Po SCOR Jerry Paris 
Pete McEvoy ..... eerire Kenneth Tobey 
General Benton .......... Paul Harvey | 
Coptain Whitaker .......Grandon Rhodes |! 
Lieutenant Jackson......... James Seay 
Myers veer rorre Bill Donnelly | 
Henk Weber 


Richard Quine 


Chief of Naval Operations Charles Evans 


The dramatic possibilities in a 


story woven around guided mis- | ner 


siles and submarines have been 
c¢ mpetently realized in “The .Fly- 
ing Missile.” It’s a good top-of- 
the-bill offering for the general 
Ss. ‘ation and should rate good 
rc urns, 

Work with guided missiles at 
th. Navy’s Point Mugu, Cal., test 
center has au timely interest and 
is often exciting. This helps snap 
up the pace and carry the film 
over its 91 minutes. Romantic 
phases of the plot are rather rou- 
tinely developed but do not inter- 
i re too much with. the basic story 
iro. 

enn Ford is a submarine com- 
m ider who steps on a few of- 
fic:al toes in his push to put over 
the ideas that guided missiles can 
be successfully launched from an 
underseas craft. Heavies of the 
plot are time, red tape and short 
supplies as Ford and his crew are 
sent to Point Mugu for special 
tre ning. 

‘s the group crams, script in- 
4 a good humorcus touch to 
lard the dramatics. These deal 
with theft of supplies to secretly 
build at night the missile-launch- 
ing platform before the time runs 
out. They make the deadline, then 


| dates 


“Double Deal” gets by as fair en- | 
| tertainment. 


- Miniature Reviews 


“Gambling House” (RKO). 
Routine melodrama of a gam- 
bler’s reformation; marquee 
topped by Mature, Bendix. 

“The Flying Missle” (Col). 
Good guided missiles drama 
with Glenn Ford, Viveca Lind- 
fors. General top bookings. 

“Double Deal” (RKO). Pro- 
gram melodrama, fair enter- 
tainment for lowercase book- 
ings. 

“Law of Badlands” 
Good Tim Holt western 
general oater fan. 

“Buckaroo Sheriff of Texas” 
(Rep). Just fair sagebrusher 
introducing MRepublic’s’ two 
new Oater moppets. 

“Silver Raiders” (Mono). 
Fair entry in Monogram’s 
Whip Wilson oater series. 

“California Passage” (Songs) 
(Rep). Good outdoor action 
feature with okay biz pros-. 
pects. 

“Hunt the Man Down” 
(RKO). Well-made melodrama 
for supporting bookings. 

“Joe Palooka in the Squared 
Circle” (Mono). Routine Joe 
Palooka entry; passable secon- 
dary fare for minor situations. 


(RKO). 
for 








find no _ missiles 
Ford manages to talk the Army 
out of one in aé_e well-staged 
sequence. During the test an 
accident causes a premature ex- 
plosion. Ford is injured and a 
crew man killed. When the com- 
mander learns of the death he de- 
velops a mental block that makes 
his legs useless. However, Ford 
snaps out of it in time to partici- 
pate in a new test that proves 
guided missiles can be used by 
subs to wipe out a large fleet. 
Ford does a likely job of the 
commander, with thespic shadings 
that strengthen it. His co-star, 
Viveca Lindfors, occupies a rather 
thankless spot of secretary at the 
test center with whom Ford ecar- 
ries on a romance. Character 


available, but 


fith, Tom Browne Henry, Jim 

Hayward and the others are okay. 

James T. Vaughn gives it a nice 

production gloss. The photog- 

raphy is good and the a tight. 
rog. 


Law of the Badlands 
Hollywood, Dec. 22. 


RKO release of Herman Schlom pro- 
duction. Stars Tim Holt; features Richard 
Martin, Joan Dixon, Robert Livingston, 
Leonard Penn, Harry Woods, rry 
Johns. Directed by Lesley Selander. Writ- 
ten by Ed Earl Repp; camera, George 








E. Diskant; editor, Desmond Marquette. 


| Tradeshown Dec. 20, ’50. Running time, 
59 MINS. 

Dr <5 008660 600edeukeees eae Tim Holt 
| Velvet wcccceesescseces .....Joan Dixon 
| DIFKIM cccccceccccccse Robert Livingston 

COD ce0bs ctetccce Sa weees Leonard Penn 

COMFOY cccccccccccccseseses Harry Woods 

SIMMS ccccccceces Coteceevee Larry Johns 

BORGO .s ic ccecocceses a Robert Bray 

Cant. MceVeP..ciceeas Kenneth MacDonald 

DEL, 6s <5 caadadtanwens John Cliff 


CUMS TAMOLE « 6ccccccscs Richard Martin 

Tim Holt has a good western in 
“Law of the Badlands.” Action and 
general story-telling run ahead of 
several late entries in the RKO 
series. 

This time, Holt and his side- 
kick, Richard Martin, save the 
U. S. Secret Service from an em- 
barrassing situation. Heroes are 
Texas Rangers and their aid is 








| 


doesn’t demand much of her con- | 


siderable talent, 


Henry Levin’s direction is good 
and the featured players deliver 
ably under his handling. Joe 
Sawyer, Ross Ford, Zachary 
Charles, Jerry Paris and Kenneth 
Tobey do well by their crew mem- 
ber roles. 


Henry O'Neill, crusty | 


A. | 


admiral; Carl Benton Reid, medico, | 


John Qualen, Anthony Ross, Paul 
Harvey and the others are capable. 


Jerry Bresler’s production sup- | 
plies an authentic feeling to the | 
technical phases and backgrounds | 


of the Richard English - James 
Gunn script, based on a story by 
Harvey S. Haislip and N. Richard 
Nash. Camera work, music score 
and technical aspects on the sub- 
marine and test center scenes are 
firstrate. Brog. 


Double Deal 


Hollywood, Dec, 21. 


RKO release of James T. Vaughn pro- 
duction. Features Marie Windsor, Richard 
Denning, Taylor Holmes, Fay Baker, 
James Griffith, Carleton Young, Tom 





| Browne Henry. Directed by Abby Berlin. 
| Screenplay, Lee Berman, Charles S. Bel- 
' den; story, Don McGuire; camera, Frank 


Redman; editor, Robert Swink. Trade- 
shown Dec. 18, ’50. Running time, 64 
MINS, 
: 3 : ree TTT TTTTTre Marie Windsor 
.. arr 440600004005 Richard Denning 
Corpus Cocecccccececs. Taylor Holmes 
illi restr eT TT TCT errs Fay Baker 
DD +0+0ss0e6 965940 460% James Griffith 
LO eee eosee--.--Carleton Young 
| Sheriff Morelli........Tom Browne Henry 
errr TrTTi rire Jim Hayward 
Webber ......cc euleerae Richard Reeves 





As a programmer for lowercase 
in the general market, 


It stresses 
drama in a fairly satisfactory man- 
and the budget production 
values show up well for release 


| intentions. 


Plot has a whodunit flavor and 
'a surprise twist in revealing a 


{killer who has claimed three vic- 


tims before being caught. Richard 
|Denning is the hero, a drifting 
petroleum engineer who gets in- 
volved in a complicated revenge 
scheme when Ire tries to help drill 
;an oil well for Carleton Young. 
|Latter’s sister, Fay Baker, covets 
'the well and makes things tough 
for the hero. 


| Young is killed and Marie Wind- | 


sor inherits the well. Denning 
keeps on with his work as a 
romance builds, and things really 
|get rugged when Miss Baker and 
then her partner in the dirty work, 


James Griffith. are bumped off. | 
| There’s not much logic to the) 


Don McGuire story or the script 
‘by Lee Berman and _ Charles 
| Belden, but it still comes out as 
;acceptable program filmfare, Abby 
|Berlin’s direction is spotty. Miss 
{Windsor is excellent under his 


j|handling, as is Denning, but Miss | 


|Baker is made to overplay her 
{femme menace. Holmes’ reading 
jalso is flamboyant. Young, Grif- 


melo- | 


sought to find the source of coun- 
terfeit money which is flooding 
the east. Phoney tender is being 
printed in a tough section of the 
badlands, so Holt and Martin be- 
come outlaws, join the gang and 
smoke out their quarry. 

While the story setup is formula, 
Ed Earl Repp’s script takes advan- 
tage of natural action opportuni- 
ties, and Lesley Selander’s direc- 
tion builds considerable suspense 
to make it pay off, particularly 
for the juve ticket buyers. 

Holt and Martin both deliver 
neatly in putting over their saddle 
action. Leonard Penn and Robert 
Livingston do well as the principal 
heavies, as does Harry Woods as a 
Secret Service agent who is killed. 
Joan Dixon, femme lead; Larry 
Johns and the others do their part 
in keeping it on the move. 

Herman Schlom’s production is 
good for the market, and technical 
assists are in keeping. Brog. 


Buckaroo Sheriff of 
Texas 
Hollywood, Dec. 19. 


Republic release of Rudy Ralston pro- | 


duction. Features Michael Chapin, Eilene 
Janssen, James Bell, Hugh O’Brian, Steve 
Pendleton, Tristram Coffin, William 
Haade, Alice Kelley. Directed by Philip 
Ford. Written by Arthur Orloff; camera, 
John MacBurnie; editor, Arthur Roberts. 


Previewed Dec. 19, ’50. Running time, 
60 MINS. 
"2. Breer errr re Michael Chapin 


duGy DAWSON... ..-.cecccs 
Tom (Gramps) White...... 


Eilene Janssen 
James Bell 


ee, CE ccc re neuneese Hugh O’Brian 
Sam WRK ... 06 .»+.. Steve Pendleton 
Jim Tulane ....... eoeee.- Tristram Coffin 


Mark Brannigan.. 
Betty Dawson 


. William Haade 
Alice Kelley 





GOVGTROP 6. ssseae oecee . Selmer Jackson 
a arr rr rr, .... Edward Cassidy 
Republic is using “Buckaroo 


| Sheriff” to introduce its two new 
oater moppets but the picture gives 
the kids only a mild sendoff. If 
Michael “Red” Chapin and Eilene 
“Judy” Janssen are to find favor 
with juve ticket-buyers they will 
|need more actionful sagebrushers 
|than this one. Initialer has little 
| adult interest... 

| Plot scripted by Arthur Orloff 
works in typical western situations 
and barely passable dialog to spin 
along for a complicated 60 minutes. 

It seems that Tristram Coffin has 
seized the ranch property of Steve 
Pendleton while the latter is away 
fighting the War Between the 
, States. Pendleton, father of young 
|Chapin, had planned to turn his 
jland over to settlers and work a 
| bauxite mine (actually not discov- 
/ered until about 20 years later) for 
their benefit. 

_Neither story nor Philip Ford’s 
direction makes any demands on 
the cast and they go through their 
roles with stock portrayals. Rudy 
_Ralston’s production framing and 
| the technical credits are just ade- 
| quate, Brog. 


Silver Raiders 


Monogram release of Vincent M. Fen- 
nelly production. Stars Whip Wilson: fea- 
tures Andy Clyde. Directed by Wallace 
W. Fox. Original screenplay, Dan Ullman; 
camera, Harry Neumann; editor, Richard 
Heermance; musical director, Edward 
Kay. At New York theatre, N. Y., dual, 











week of Dec. 19, ’50. Running time, 55 
MINS. 
DMEED 23 6ebseavasbnseeees: Whip Wilson 
Quincy ..... Coeccescoccces Andy Clyde 
SEM 404060 eccceecesess» Leonard Penn 
Boland Coccescccces Dennis Moore 
Patricia ....ececeeeeeess- Virginia Herrick 
Dolores Cece TUTTI TTT TTr Patricia Rios 
George ..... PUTTY TTT TTT Reed Howes 
a <:ceneee Coeccccccccces Riley Hill 
Horn 639000608 eecces Marshall Reed 
Clark ..cssee eeeees George DeNormand 
RES. ‘savesdubeosend Kermit Maynard 


“Silver Raiders” is a routine 
entry in Monogram’s Whip Wilson 
series. There’s a wealth of action, 
hard riding and general excite- 
ment. However, these assets fail 
_to overshadow a cliched tale of 
| Silver smuggling. 

As an Arizona Ranger, Wilson 
manages to worm himself into the 
confidence of a band of outlaws 
‘hustling contraband silver from 


“Here Come the Huggetts,” 
British-made, which opened at 
the Beacon theatre, N. Y., Sun- 
day (24), was reviewed in 
Variety from London, Dec. 8, 
1948. Pic was tabbed by re- 
viewer Myro as being “an in- 
effective production which 
will achieve little in the home 
market and _ less abroad,” 
Script, dealing with various 
Huggett family matters, was 
cited as being “bad, both in 
plot and dialog,” 

Film is being released in the 
U. S. by Pentagon Pictures. 











|Mexico into the U. S. He masks 
‘his identity until the renegades 
kidnap a Mexican lass. 


| Wilson scores with his_ whip- 
leracking and _ overall physical 
'prowess. Andy Clyde, as_ the 
sheriff, adequately supplies the 


comedy relief while Leonard Penn 
‘convinces as the heavy. Virginia 
|Herrick and Patricia Rios lend a 
|feminine touch to an otherwise 
'male cast. Other players lend 
| okay support. Direction of Wal- 
\lace Fox is standard as is the 
ithis Vincent M. Fennelly produc- 
tion. Gilb. 





California Passage 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Republic release of Joseph Kane pro- 
duction. Stars Forrest Tucker, Adele 
Mara, Estelita Rodriguez; features Jim 
| Davis, Peter Miles, Charles Kemper, Bill 
Williams. Directed by Kane. Written by 
| James Edward Grant; camera, John Mac- 
| Burnie: editor, Arthur Roberts; songs, 
Jack Elliott, Harold Spina. Previewed Dec. 


14, ’50. Running time, 90 MINS. 

i Mike Prescott ...cccoceses Forrest Tucker 
Beth Martin...ccccecesess: Adele Mara 
Maria Sanchez.........Estelita Rodriguez 
Linc Corey .....«. $4heneeesee Jim Davis 
Tommy Martin....ceceess: ..Peter Miles 
rE Sr eeee- Charles Kemper 

|Bob Martin........ceeee++-. Bill Williams 
oy a eaeeer re seeeeccescsseee Wau 

| Whalen .......-.+. Pere, 
Kane (Recorder)........Francis McDonald 
OS aaa 4660-66005>,. eRe Oe 
POGTO .ccccccvesece eccees-Charles Stevens | 
THIEN: « .0000000ssteeeces Om mee Cour 
Conover .sccesees ecccccess- n 
Stella ..cccccccccecscccccce Ruth Brennan | Lois Hall, 


Republic has an actionful out- 
door feature in -“California Pas- 
sage” that will rate its share of 
business in most situations. 
been expertly put together to 
please the general action fan and 
goes about telling a standard west- 
ern tale with no lost motion. 


| production. 
Alan Bridge | James Gleason; features Robert Coogan, 


| 
' 


Here Come the Huggetts | 


filmfare. It has excellent produc- 
tion values for the budget, smooth 
direction of an interesting plo 

and good performances to see i 
through its bookings. 

Gig Young is the public de- 
fender who tackles the chore of 
clearing James Anderson of a 12- 
year-old murder charge. It’s a 
cold trail he has to follow to find 
witnesses who put the finger on 
Anderson at the old trial, and 
piecing of the evidence together 
comes about logically, plus a sure 
prise twist at the finale that re- 
veals the real killer. 

Anderson, a_ fugitive for 12 





| years, 


is captured when he be- 
comes a hero during a holdup. He 


\tells Young his story of a bar pick- 
|up, a party in the home of his new 


| 


| 





It has | 


|Ann Howe 
| Brogden 


friends and the killing of one of 
them during the night after he had 
had angry words with the victim, 
As Young gets hot on the trail, 
his still unknown quarry kills a 
witness, tries to murder another 
but is stampeded into an admis- 
sion of the old crime while again 
testifying against Anderson. 

A competent cast, mostly of 
younger players, expertly put over 


ithe DeVallon Scott story. Young 


1€ ‘is good as the lead, and Anderson 
'camerawork of Harry Neumann In | 


shows up well as the prosecuted. 
Lynne Roberts, femme lead op- 


posite Anderson, also_ pleases, 
Mary Anderson, Willard Parker, 
Carla Balenda, excellent as a 


crazy girl, Gerald Mohr, John Kel- 
logg, Cleo Moore and Christy 
Palmer form the assorted group of 
capable suspects and_ witnesses, 
Harry Shannon makes his role of 
Young’s father count nicely. 
George Archainbaud realizes on 
the good story elements with his 
direction, ang Lewis J. Rachmil 
accounted for the neat production 
values. Music score and lensin 
are in keeping with generally goo 
presentation. Brog. 





Joe Palooka in the 
Squared Cirele 


Monogram release of Hal E. Chester 
Stars Joe Kirkwood, Jr.; 
Dan Seymour, Dell, 
lay, Jan Jeffrey; from story by B. F. 
felzer, based on Ham Fisher’s comic 
strip character; camera, M. Le Picard. 
At New York theatre, N. Y., dual, week 
of Dec. 12, 50. Running time, 63 MINS, 
Joe Palooka Joe Kirkwood, Jr. 
Knobby Walsh James Gleason 
Lois Hall 
iekebhseeeaer saan Edgar Barrier 

Myrna Dell 


Myrna 


tee eee erent 


Sandra 


Humphrey Pennyworth “7 ) Robert Coogan 


: : CRAWEOTE 20 cccccccecesoess D Seymour 
Mixed up in the action are For- | Sfaryie™@. 00000 Jo/liclel Charles Halton 
rest Tucker and Jim Davis, part-j|Looie ............ ceekeenae Frank Jenks 
ners in a western saloon and rivals A eeeeeeaeneebanenee ‘Gomeen 
for the attentions of Adele Mara. | Kebo 0... ....0 Robert Griffin 
While partners, the two males are | Phillips ........++++e++++. John Harmon 
strictly enemies and maintain their | Gunsell .-.+-+++ssseeeseeees: yey oe 
business under an armed truce. | Bubbles... eee William Haade 
Davis also has a sideline activity | TV Announcer.......... Stanley Prager 


of stealing gold shipments, and 
when things begin to get hot for 
him he frames the robberies on 
Tucker. 

Producer-director Joseph Kane 
keeps the James Edward Grant 
script continually moving towards 
the climax with no letup in pace. 
Handling features a welcome touch 
for a western. There are some good 
action spots along the course that 
leads up to Tucker’s flight into the 
hills to escape a posse after being 


ing Miss Mara from Davis, after 
she has learned the truth, and the 
death of the heavy in a finale fight 
with the hero. 

Script covers more story ground 
than the usual western, adding in- 
teresting characters and sequences 
to carry the plot over the 90 min- 
utes of footage. Also, there are 
two listenable tunes capably vo- 
called by Estelita Rodriguez. They 
are “Second-Hand Romance” and 
“I'm Goin’ Round in Circles,” 
cleffed by Jack Elliott and Harold 
Spina. | 

Principals please with their per- 
_formances. The late Charles Kem- 
per registers strongly as a smart 
| western sheriff, and among others 
lending good support are Peter 
Miles, Bill Williams, 
liams, Paul Fix and Francis Mce- 
Donald. 

Picture has been given excellent 
lensing by John MacBurnie, and 
the other technical credits 
good. Brog. 


Hunt the Man Down 


' Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

RKO release of Lewis J. Rachmil pro- 
duction. Features Gig Young, Lynne Rob- 
erts, Mary Anderson, Willard Parker, 
Carla Balenda. Directed by George Arch- 
ainbaud. Written by DeVallon Scott: cam- 
| era, Nicholas Musuraca; editor, Samuel E. 
Beetley; music, Paul Sawtell. Tradeshown 











Dec. 14, ’50. Running time, 68 MINS. 

ME RGxch00¥écddbKe Seeds Gig Young 
Sally ..... i tseeeseeeeees. LYNNe Roberts 
Alice McGuire...cccccsee. Mary Anderson 
Eric Appleby ...eceeee++-Willard Parker 
Rolene Wood ...eeeceee.-.-Carla Balenda 
ee TO 606sen6esss Gerald Mohr 


Kinkaid an 
Kerry McGuire....cccee:. 
Mr. Bennett...... 
Pat Sheldon ... 
Joan Brian evcccecce 
Packy Collins..,.. 
Prosecutor 


+evceseeses.dames Anderson 
John Kellogg 
»eeeeses Harry Shannon 
Cleo Moore 
«++,Christy Palmer 


ececcces James Seay 





Public defenders and their work 
form the basis-for “Hunt the Man 
Down,” a well-made melodrama 


framed. Windup finds Tucker sav- | 


Paul Frees | 








Rhys Wil- | 


2nd Reporter .....,....Mervin Williams 
Pinky Thompson.......+...Hal Feiberlin 
rere eocccseee JOHN Merric 
MOGETIOR cc ccccccceccs 6466608 Paul Bryar 


A routine entry in Monogram’s 
Joe Palooka series, this film shapes 
up as passable secondary fare for 
minor situations. Pic follows the 
usual formula whereby Joe Kirk- 
wood, Jr. (Palooka), tangles with 
gangsters in addition to his ring 
opponents. Pugilist’s one-man cru- 
sade against crime in this instance 
paves the way for only fair action. 

Story has the boxer witnessing 
a gangland shooting, with a re- 
sultant resolution to bring the 
killers to justice. This leads to 
open warfare between Kirkwood 
and the murderers, since the law, 
not able to locate the body, can’t 
step in and prosecute. Neverthe- 
less, Kirkwood carries his story to 
the newspapers, which splash his 
claim all over the front pages. Two 
hoods, named by the fighter as the 
murderers, start gunning for him, 
but in due time wind up behind 
bars, leaving him ready to start on 
another adventure. 

On hand to supply comic relief 
are James Gleason as the fighter’s 
manager and Robert Coogan as his 
rotund friend Humphrey. Film’s 
most exciting moments come near 
the end when Palooka, unknowing- 
ly under the influence of dope, ap- 
pears on the verge of losing his 
championship title in a ring bout. 


| Pie also gives tele a big boost via 


are | 


| appearance 


| and 
| proper suaveness as 
| gambler. ‘ 
| tion and Reginald Le Borg’s direc- 


a sequence where Gleason, being 
held prisoner by a mobster, is 
forced to view Kirkwood’s cham- 
pionship bout over a video screen, 
which the gangster touts as being 
a good medium for seéing the 
fight. 

Kirkwood turns in a satisfactory 
job, while Lois Hall makes a nice 
as his wife. Myrna 
Dell is okay as a gangster’s moll, 
Dan Seymour shows the 
a bigtime 
Hal E. Chester’s produc- 


tion are standard. Gros. 





Chevalier in ‘Love’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 26. 
Maurice Chevalier will return to 
the U. S. next July under a one- 
picture deal to star in “A New 
Kind of Love” at Paramount. His 
last picture on that lot was “The 


that will serve as good supporting 'Innocents of Paris” in 1929. 
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WB Eyes Freelancers as Studio 
Scribes Fall Short on Originals 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 
Warners Bros.’ present drive for 





original stories from sources out- 
side the studio reportedly has re- 
culted from disappointment at ef- 
forts to develop such yarns on the 
Jot. WB has been parcelling out 
weekly checks to scribes hired spe- 
cifically for the purpose and work- 
ing within the studio’s confines. 

1; is understood that production 
toppers have agreed that scriveners 
working on that basis have not 
turned out the expected quantity 
of satisfactory material. Writers, 
in turn, have expressed the opin- 
jon that good originals cannot be 
expected when the scripter is sub- 
ject to page-by-page discussion- 
‘analysis by the story department 
and the prospective producer. 

Result has been the move by the 
studio to get freelancers to work 
on the outside. Lot is reportedly 
willing to give option money on 
ideas it thinks might develop in 
this way. It is particularly look- 
ing for yarns from this source for 


all its male players. 


U.S. Appeals Court 
Affirms Nix of Suit 
Vs. WB, D.C. Chain 


Washington, Dec. 26. 
U. S. court of appeals last week 





affirmed the district court’s action 
in throwing out a damage suit) 
against Warner Bros. and the) 
Kogod-Burka nabe_ chain. The 
Federal court had ruled that the 
agreement originally entered into 
by the three parties was a viola- 
tion of the antitrust laws and that 
therefore the damage suit, by Kass 


Realty Co., could have no standing 
in the courts. 

Case dates back to 1945, when 
K-B bought a site to build a the- 
atre in Washington. About that 
time. Stanley Co. of America, 
wholly owned subsidiary of War- 
ners, made a deal for Kass Realty 
Co. to build a theatre three blocks 
away and lease this to Warners. 
K-B promptly sued to enjoin War- 
ners 

\ private settlement was worked 
out whereby Stanley would drop 
its project and take a half-interest 
in the K-B theatre. To recom- 


pense Kass for cancelling its con-| 


tract with Warners, the parties 
agreed Stanley and K-B_ would 
designate a site for another theatre 
within two years. Kass would 
build this theatre. If they failed 
to designate a site in that time, 
then they would pay Kass $100,000 
damages. 

K-B and Warners failed to agree 
on a location for the new theatre 


and Kass Realty demanded _ its 
money. Meantime, K-B brought 
Suit against Warners for the latter 
to relinquish its half interest in 


the theatre on the grounds that 
Warners had to unload theatre 
properties as a result of the Su- 
preme Court ruling in the Big Five 
antitrust case, 

The appellate court agreed with 
the trial court that all actions— 
the K-B and Warner joint opera- 
tions of the new theatre, and the 
deal with Kass—were illegal. 


Await Briefs In 
Par-Partman Suit 


Los Angeles, Dec. 26. 

llearing of Paramount's suit to 
Out Partman Corp. from the down- 
'0\\n Paramount theatre came to a 
C'ose in Federal court and was 
taken under advisement by Judge 
Harry C. Westover. Jurist ordered 
se ] sides to file their briefs by 
en + 
\{ter that the court will take up 
I artman’s damage suit against Par- 
“mount, accusing that company of 
Withholding product. 


WB May Make 3 in London 


* London, Dec. 26. 
,arners may be making three 
‘sin Britain next year if cur- 
; nt plans mature. First, an- 
nounced some months back, will 
“Master of Ballantrae,” the R. 
Stevenson classic which will 
‘ollowed by the summer pro- 
‘on of “Where's Charley?” 
‘ing Ray Bolger. 
_'’ now reported that the next 
Lancaster film will be lensed 
so. Title is “The Crimson 
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Wilby-Kincey Prez 


R. B. Wilby 


Explains Why He Is 
Fed Up On Problem Pix, 
Minimizes TV, Accents 
Building Up Our 40-60 
Million Fans 


* + * 
An Interesting Editorial Opinion in 
the Forthcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


OUT NEXT WEEK 











$72,000 Cost For 
Oboler Picture 


Arch Oboler was disclosed this 
week as having put his recently 
completed feature, “Five,” into the 
can for $72,000 William H. Wein- 
traub, New York ad agency exec, 
who gets billing as associate pro- 
ducer, reportedly was instrumental 
in raising most of the coin. Finan- 
cing was on a limited partnership 
basis, similar to a Broadway legiter, 
with about 30 angels involved. 


Unusual pic was shot entirely on 
Obcier’s ranch in the Santa Monica 
hills of California. It concerns the 
only five people left on earth as a 








Wage Demands 


Continued from page 5 


Youngstein will prove any more 
effective. 


Similar moves reportedly are 


planned at Columbia, 20th-Fox and | 


other firms, all largely based on 


the combination of upped living 


{ 


costs and the wage curbs. 

Also on record with a request 
for salary boosts is the Colosseum 
of Motion Picture Salesmen. Out- 
fit sent its appeal to distrib sales 
chiefs. 

Successful in its action for in- 


| creased salaries this past week was 


| gaining agent for personnel, 


the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees, as_bar- 
at 
film company branches in the field. 


| New accord reached with eight dis- 


tribs and National Screen Service 


| provides for a $4 weekly wage hike 


‘for all 


IA members at the ex- 


| changes. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


creases but now the Council is | * 


result of radioactive dust from an | 


atomic explosion 
across the world. 


Oboler, who is credited as pro- 
ducer, director and writer, arrives 
in New York from the Coast next 
Tuesday (2) to set up a distribution 
deal. Oboler and a number of 
others involved drew no fees for 
their work on the film, but have 
taken deferments. 


Resort to legit-financing methods 
resulted from the producer’s in- 
ability to find coin for it after he 
wrote it in 1948. It was consid- 
ered too fantastic at the time. He 
had previously written a radio play, 
in which Bette Davis starred, along 
somewhat the same idea in 1939, 


Among the current angels are 
Don Quinn, writer on the “Fibber 
McGee and Molly” radio show; 
Charles Revson, cosmetics manu- 
facturer (Revion); Dr. Meyer Perl- 
stein, authority on spastic paralysis; 
Harry Salter, bandleader, and Al- 
bert Cherio, N. Y. restaurateur. 

One of the elements of the low 
production budget was the fact that 
the cast, of course, consists only 


being blown 


William Phipps, Susan Douglas, 
James Anderson, Charles Lampkin 
and Earl Lee. 











Swanson Cavalcade | 


in a month or so as part of the 
Museum’s regular two-a-day pro- 
gram of old pix. It’s to be included 
in “Great Actresses of the Past” 
series. 

First clip is from “The Danger 








Continued from page 3 


' derstood to have mapped bids for | 





| 


| 


Among the few industry labor | 
seeking addi-| 


organizations not 
tional remuneration are the mo- 
tion picture projectionists around 
the country. IA chief Richard 
Walsh recently reported the booth- 
men, for the most part, are satis- 
fied with their present scales and 
are not likely to be coming up 
with new demands. 

Number of guilds and unions at 
the Coast studios are underway 
with programs for minimum-scale 
hikes, living cost increases and 
pensions, which obviously are 


threatened by the likely wage con- | 


trols. 

Largest of the studio groups is. 
the AFL Film Council, which com- 
prises 20,000 workers in affiliated 
unions. Producers recently turned 
down their move for salary in- 


planning to launch negotiations 
for pensions and group-insurance 
programs. 

An increase in minimum wages 
for its members is one of the three 
major demands of the Screen 
Writers Guild in its move for a 


new basic agreement with the | 


studios. 
Screen Actors Guild also is un- 


wage hikes, especially for low- 


bracket and bit players. 





New Canadian 450-Seater 


Edmonton, Alta. 
New 450-seat Avalon in Beverly, 
an Edmonton suburb, opened by 
N. T. Ruptash and D. Kubalik. 
House has air-conditioning and a 
private viewing room for the man- 
ager and guests. 





Paramount Bd. OK of 500,000-Share 
“Purchase of Own Stock Spurs Climb 


¢ Action by the Paramount board 
last Thursday (21) authorizing 
purchase of up to 500,000 shares of 
the major’s own stock at $21.50 
per share had an immediate spur- 
ring influence on the issue. Par, 
which opened at 20% on Thursday, 
closed at 2136 for a gain of 1%, 
Issue climbed another quarter point 
on Friday, closing at 215%. Stock 
held to the same price yesterday 
(Tues.). 

Actual bid for the shares was 
placed on the N. Y. Stock Exchange 





Floridian Showman 


Mitchell Wolfson 
Details Some of the 
Opposition Facing an 


Exhibitor Today 
(Means He Must Sell Harder) 


* * * 


One of the Many Editorial Features 


in the on Friday and was in line with the 
45th Anniversary Number || Par policy of shrinking the capitali- 
a zation structure. The offer is sub- 























ject to withdrawal at any time, and 
VARIETY /in any event will be withdrawn on 
ARIETY | Jan.19 at the latest. 
OUT NEXT WEEK Between Jan. 1 and Sept. 30, 
1950, Par: purchased 645,768 of its 
shares at an aggregate cost of $13,- 
379,419. Portion of the funds for 
| these acquisitions came from a $9,- 
Kramer Nears 000,000 borrowing from Prudential 
Life Insurance Co. in the form of a 
@ | $7,000,000 mortgage on thv film’s 
|| homeoffice building in N. Y. and a 
Columbia Deal #2357355 23" 
| une — new stock pur- 
j chases, Par has entered a 1 ew and 
Hollywood, Dec. 26. fever loan agreement with Pru- 
Stanley Kramer Co. is about gential in the amount of $15,000,- 
ready to sign a deal whereby the 999, to be repaid over a 15-year 
|indie unit will produce a number | span with interest on unpaid bal- 
of features for Columbia release. lances payable at the rate of 336% 
Understood the agreement calls for |per annum. Par is required to 
}a minimum of three and a maxi-| make payments of $150,000 each 
_mum of six films a year. | quarter commencing March 1, 1951. 
| One point of discussion is the Provisional Payment 

'studio where the films will be| Deal provides that the major, un- 
|made. It will probably wind up| der certain conditions, may prepay 
' with the shooting done on the Co- | all or any portion of the loan prior 
\lumbia lot, although the expense | to Dec. 31, 1951, without payment 
'will be higher than that on the|of any premiums. Optional pre- 
rental lot on which the outfit has | payments also are allowed, in some 
| been working. cases without premium and in 
Both sides have agreed to distri- | other cases with premium of 1%, 

bution fees at 25%. 2% or 3%, as the case may be. 
Special letter sent to stockhold- 
| ers by prexy Barney Balaban, ad- 
4 | vising them of the 500,000-share 
Special Navy Screening » | bid, was accompanied by a con- 
Of ‘Operation Pacific | Solidated balance sheet and profit- 
The U. S. Navy is giving a special | and-loss statement for the nine 
screening of Warners’ “Operation | months ended last Sept. 30. As pre- 
Pacific” at its New London, Conn., | viously reported, company had a 
submarine base Jan. 9. Idea is to | profit for the period of $4,571,112, 
| give newspapermen some back- | Dividends, at the rate of $1.50 per 
ground on submarine operations. | Share, amounted to $4,224,947, leav- 


| Special train has been chartered | ing an earned surplus of $346,165. 
to make the trip to and from the| Firm, at the end of the nine- 
base. All guests will be first to be | month period, had total cusrent as- 
|cleared by the Navy for security | Sets of $65,591,707, against total 
purposes, current liabilities of $9,416,080. As- 
sets included $19,488,376 in cash 








Briefs From the Lots 


and Government securities, and 
$38,820,614 in film and other in- 
ventories. 

Par’s heavy stock holdings in 
Allen B. DuMont Laboratories con- 
tinue on the books at $164,000, rep- 








Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

Darryl Zanuck hoisted the 
budget on “Take Care of My 
Little Girl’ and added scenes in- 
volving John Litel and Marjorie 
Crosland ... Metro assigned Keefe 
Braselle and Richard Anderson to 
top roles with Walter Pidgeon in 


“The Bradley Mason Story,” start- | 


ing in January with Robert Thom- 


sen producing . . . Marilyn Erskine 
signed a term pact at Metro, with 


|'“The Family Man” as her first film 


Girl,” in which Miss Swanson ap-, 


peared in 1916 for Mack Sennett. 
Next is “Male and Female,” pro- 
duced by Cecil B. DeMille in 1919. 
Then “Queen Kelly,”” made by Miss 
Swanson independently in 1928 and 
never released in this country. 
Other sequences are from “The 
Trespasser” (1929), “What a Widow” 


(1930), “Perfect Understanding” 
, with Laurence Olivier (1933), 
“Music In the Air” (1934) and 


“Father Takes a Wife” (1941). 
Griffith has been anxious to use 


effort . . . Eddie Prinz shifts from 
Warners to Paramount to handle 
the dance sequence in “That’s My 
Boy” for Hal Wallis... 


mount ... John Russell checked 
in at Republic for a role in “Fight- 
ing U. S. Coast Guard.” 

Ventura Productions registered 


“Fifty-Four-Forty or Fight,” a tale | 
of the pioneer northwest, with the | 
. Next film | 
role for Peter Graves will be in, 


MPAA title bureau. . 


“Fort Defense,” to be produced by 
Frank Melford for Ventura... 
Cecil B. DeMille’s “The Greatest 
Show on Earth” will start shoot- 
ing Jan. 22 at Sarasota, Fla., on a 
30-day location schedule, after 


' which the troupe will return to the 


a portion of ‘Sadie Thompson,” | 


which Miss Swanson produced in- 
dependently in 1928 and which the 
Museum exec feels is a noteworthy 
example of her work. 
the actress sold her prints, along 
with all rights to the film, to Jo- 
seph Schenck for a remake in 1932 
under the original title of the 
Somerset Maugham story from 
which it was adapted, “Rain.” 

Miss Swanson over the years has 
contributed prints of most of her 
pix to the Museum, but hasn’t one 
of “Sadie” because of the Schenck 
sale. A print could be made up, 
but the film library hasn't the coin 


j at the moment to float it. 


eye. | ie himself in UI’s 


Paramount lot . . . Lee J. Cobb, 
currently in “Sirocco” at Colum- 
bia, will remain on that lot to play 


' John Derek’s father in “The Se- 


cret”... Joel McCrea made a brief 
appearance as a guest star, play- 
“Hollywood 


| Story.” 


‘will script “Ten Tall Men,” the|“The Golden Horde,” at UI. 


“Lefty Farrell’ is the new tag 


on “Two of a Kind” at Columbia. | 
. . Steve Cochran plays an ex-) 


convict in “Tomorrow Is Another 
Day.” “after playing a criminal in 
“Storm Warning” and a prisoner 
in “The Story of Folsom” . 
Goodwins will write and direct the 
next Wally Brown-Jack Kirkwood 
comedy short for producer George 
Bilson at RWO... A. I. Bezzerides 


Andre 
Charlot plays a French: doctor in) 
“Here Comes the Groom” at Para- | 


.. Les} 


resenting the amount of original 
investment. Actualiy, Par figures 
| the market value of the DuMont 
| shares is above $10,000,000. 

| DuMont divvy of 50c per shar? 
J recently voted will make Par’s 
ae oll i — a ecole ge fourth quarter the best of the year, 
| comedy role in “The Strip.” | Balaban noted in his letter. 

Fay and Michael Kanin sold, 
|their screenplay, “How High Is} 
| Up?,” to 20th-Fox for $85,000... 
| Lucille Ball withdrew from the+4 
| elephant girl role in “The Greatest 
| Show on Earth” because of im- 
pending motherhood . . . Eagle 
/Lion reconditioned three sound 
| stages, with Nat Holt’s “Fort Sav- 
age” as the first tenant... Thelma) 
_Ritter’s player option picked up 
by 20th-Fox ... Anna Q. Nilsson 
plays a seamstress in “Show Boat” 
'at Metro... Anita Loos and Rich- 
ard Sale drew new contracts at 
20th-Fox and were assigned as 
writer and director on “The Hus- 
band Who Ran Away”... 20th- 
Fox registered “Song of Hiawatha” 


forthcoming Burt Lancaster starrer 
for Columbia release ... Para- 
mount assigned Harry Tugend to 
produce “The Road to Hollywood.” 
co-starring Bing Crosby and Bob 











Installment-Buying 
As Boxoffice Deterrent 
Voiced by B&K Exec 


Chicago, Dec. 26. 

A Balaban & Katz spokesman 
blamed nation-wide installment buy- 
ing as one of his circuit’s top op- 
|/ponents in 1950. In regarding 
| B&K’s business downswing last 
|year, he charged the public with 
purchasing teevee sets and other 
'luxury items without reconnoitering 
|its bank balance. The buck that 
|formerly went for the _ theatre 





a. Soe ceieaed as aes di. ticket each week is now being used 
rector on Metro’s “The Strip,” | to meet obligations of credit buy- 


jing, he said. 

| Circuit spokesman cited the re- 
cent report by the U. S. Treasury 
Department that more Class E 
bonds are being turned back for 
|cash than at any time in recent 
iyears. Most of the demand for 
coin, he said, stems from panicky 
buying, particularly of video sets, 
and especially after the 10°2 tax 
Worlds Collide” at Paramount ... announcement by the Government 
Hal Wallis bought “Good Boy,” | jast year. 

screenplay by Cy Howard, as co-| B&K topper opined that pros- 
starrer for Dean Martin and Jerry) jects loom better for 1951, pro- 
Lewis .. . Lauren Bacall signed 4 | vided quality of picts improves. “As 
one-picture-a-year deal with 20th- long as we have good pictures,” he 
Fox... “Here Comes fg od ‘said, “there’s nothing that can 
a ee eee oe ae ee ®r stand in the way.” Circuit biggie 
production to be filmed in con-| ’ 


: : : ’ f . that pix have 
junction with Joseph Justman at | Concurred, however, t , 
Motion Picture Center... Charles| been better in 1950 than during 


Drake signed for a support role | B&K’s big year in 1946, over which 
in the Howard Christie production, b 30% decline has been registered 
ast year. 


starring Mickey Rooney. 

Edward Nassour paid $15,000 
for screen rights to “The Black 
Grandee,”’ costume story authored 
by Johnston McCulley ... Tony 
Martin bicycled last week between 
| Paramount and RKO for exteriors 
|and interiors in “Two Tickets to 
Broadway” .. . Stephen Chase 
'drew a featured spot in “When 











PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 
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L.A. Hypoed by New Films Opening 
Xmas Day; ‘Dallas’ Bangup $49,000, 
‘Yankee’ Lusty 8G; ‘Dance’ 156, 2d 


Los Angeles, Dec. 26. 

Most film deluxers here brought 
in new bills Christmas Day (25) 
with biz generally running ahead 
of Xmas a vear ago. Warner got a 
jump on other showcases by open- 
ing “Dallas” on Saturday (23), with 
hefty $45.000 in prospect. “Born 
Yesterday” was another strong 
opener, doing $8.000 in single day 
in two sites 

“Magnificent Yankee” shapes 
sock in small-seater. “Harvey” is 
looking for forte trade based on 
matinee trade initial days. Also 
kicking off well is “For Heaven's 
Sake” in five spots. Only hold- 
over to do outstanding biz is 
“Cyrano.” which is stout in fifth 
round. “Let’s Dance” looms fine 


$15.000 or over in second week at | 


two Paramounts. 
Estimates for This Week 

Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola, Wilshire (‘FWC) (2,097; 
2.048: 1,719: 1.248; 2.296; 70-$1.10) 
—‘For Heaven’s Sake” 
Opened Monday (25). Last week, 
“American Guerrilla’ (20th), only 
$12.300 on 5 days after $32,000 
first full week. 


Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern, | 


(WB) (2,756: 1,757; 2,344; 60-$1)— 


“Dallas” (WB). Sturdy $45.000. Last | 


week, “Highway 301" (WB) (10 
davs), $31,000. 

Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA) 
(9.404; 1,538; 70-$1.10) — “Two | 


Weeks With Love” (M-G) and “Un- 
der Mexicali Stars” (Rep) (2d wk- 


6 days. Okay $15,000. Last week 
$22,000. 
Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 


890;; 2.812; 60-$1)—‘‘Born Yester- 
day” (Col). Opened Monday (25). 
Last week, “Sahara” (Col) and 
“Coast Guard” (Col) (reissues) (3 


days), okay $6,500, and “Emergency | 


Wedding” (Col) and “Beyond 
Purple Hills” (Col) (6 days), $7,800. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 50-$1) 
—‘‘Let’s Dance” (Par) and * 
Robin Hood” (Rep) (2d wk). 
$15.000. Last week, $19,000. 

Orpheum (2,210; 


Fine 


(Metropolitan) 


70-$1.10)—“Hostile Country” (Lip) | 


with Billy Eckstine 
Ovened Monday (25). 


onstage. 


ning Guns” (Col) (9 days). 


Only 
$5.500. 


Hawaii, Beverly Hills Music Hall | 


(Metropolitan) (1,106; 855; 50-$1)— 
“Hamlet” (U). Opened Monday 
(25). Last week, “Once Thief” 
(UA) and “Lightning Guns’ (Col) 
(9 days), drab $4,500. 

United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, Stu- 
dio City, Culver (UA-FWC) (2,100; 
1,370; 885; 880; 1.145; 70-$1.10)— 
“Frenchie” (U). Opened Monday 
(25). Last week, “Mystery Sub- 
marine” (U) and “Outlaw Gold 
(Mono) (10 days), $20,000. 

Four Star (UA) (900; 70-90)— 
“Magnificent Yankee” ‘(M-G). Great 
$8,000. Last week, “Thunder Rock” 
ey (reissue) (2d wk-6 days), 


$1, 

Fine Arts ‘(FWC) (677; $1.20- 
2.40)—“Cyrano” (UA) (6th wk). In- 
to 6th frame today (Tues). Last 
week, fine $7,000 ahead of fourth 
week. 

Carthay (FWC) (1,518: 85-$1.50) 
—"‘Harvey” (‘U). Opened Academy 
qualifying run yesterday ‘Mon.). 


_ ‘Vendetta’ Trim $11,000, 
Hub; ‘Music’ Neat 186, 





+ 


(20th). | 


“Trail | 


Last week, | 
“Once a Thief” (UA) and “Light- | 





| — Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week... $634,500 
(Based on 18 theatres.) 
Last Year.. $880,300 
(Basea on i7 theatres) 








Harvey’ Terrif 


206 St. Loo Ace 


St. Louis, Dec. 26. 

“Harvey” is the distinct film 
standout for all first-runs here 
this week, with smash _ session 
looming at the Missouri. “Never a 
Dull Moment” shapes as fine hold- 
over at the Fox. ‘“‘Miniver Story” 
looks only fairish at Loew’s. Fine 
weather aver weekend is boosting 
trade after slow returns all last 
week. 

Estimates for This Wek 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60-75) 





“Two Flags West’ (20th) and 
“Where Danger Lives’ (RKO). 
Fine $13,000. Last week, “West 


Point Story” (WB) and “American 
Guerrillas” (20th), $10,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75) 
'“Never Dull Moment” (RKO) and 
“Dark City” (Par) (2d wk). Fine 
$15,000 following $16,000 initial 
stanza. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) — 
“Miniver Story” (M-G) and ‘Mrs. 
O’Malley and Mr. Malone” (M-G). 
Oke $14,000. Last week, “Fuller 
| Brush Girl’ (Col) and “Last Buc- 
caneers” (Col), $11,000. 

Missouri (*&M) (3,500; 60-75)— 
“Harvey” (U) and “Mad Wednes- 
day” (RKO). Terrific $20,000. Last 
week, “All About Eve” (20th) and 
| “Harriet Craig’ (Col), $9,000. 
Shubert (Ind) 


“Winslow Boy” (EL), $5,000. 


‘Flags’ OK $10,000 In 
Omaha; ‘Hawk’ Good 8G 


Omaha, Dec. 26. 

With summery pre-holiday 
| weather, allowing everybody to get 
'to the shops, the boxoffice took a 
| weekend slump even with holiday 
'pictures on tap. “Two Flags West” 
|}at Orpheum is okay while “West 
| Point Story” at Brandeis looks fair. 
| “For Heaven's Sake” also shapes 
| modest at Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 
| Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
| 65)—"Two Flags West” (20th) and 
|**Hidden City” (Mono). Okay near 
'$10,000. Last week, “Destination 
| Moon” (EL) and “Armored Car 
| Robbery” (RKO), $11,000. 
| Paramount (Tristates) ‘2,800; 16- 
| 65)—“For Heaven’s Sake” (20th). 
| Fair $9,500. Last week, “Miniver 
| Story” (M-G), $8,000. 
| Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
, “West Point Story” (WB). Opened 
| Saturday with fair total in pros- 





i 


| 
| 


(1,500; 60-75) —| 


‘Music’ Balto Standout, 
166; ‘Dallas’ So-so 136 


Baltimore, Dec. 26. 

Shake up of opening dates and 
general booking of above-average 
product have placed the down- 
town deluxers here in good posi- 
‘tion for whatever holiday trade 
may be engendered following an 
‘offish weekend. “Dallas” is show- 
‘ing some strength at the Stanley, 
|while “Mr. Music,” looks standout 
with hefty session at Keith’s. Of 
the others, “For Heaven’s Sake” 
shows the most promise with okay 
| total at the New. 








| 


Estimates for This Week 

| Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
170)—"‘Watch Birdie” (M-G). Point- 
‘ing to passable $10,000. Last 





week, “Mutiny on Bounty” (M-G) | 


|and “Day at Races” (M-G) (re- 
lissues), $4,900. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 

25-80) —“‘Stage to Tucson” (Col) 
|plus Hamid’s Olympia Circus on- 
stage. Good $14,000. Last week, 
“Platinum Blonde” (Col) = and 
“Gilda” (Col) (reissues) plus vaude, 
$8,200. 
Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
70)—"“Mr. Music” (Par). Heading 
for hefty $16,000. Last week, “If 
This Be Love” (UA), $4,200. 








Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-70)— 
“High Lonesome” (EL). Opened 
today (Tues.) after week of} 


“Arabian Nights’ (UA) 
hit slim $3,900. 


New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-70)— | 


“ avan’a Gake’” -|looms solid at the 

Fined “oe ae se — | “Dallas” shapes well at Mastbaum 

About Eve” (20th) (5th wk), $5,300. | and ‘‘For Heaven's Sake started 
Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75) —| out fast at the Fox on Monday | 

“Dallas” (WB). Barely okay $13,-| (29). 

000 looms. Last week, “San Quen- Estimates for This Week 

tin” (WB) and “Alcatraz” (WB) Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99) — 


(reissues), $4,000. 
Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-70) | 


—"‘Song of South” (RKO) and) 
“Make Mine Music” (RKO) (re-| 
issues). Trim $7,000 or near. Last 


week, “Next Voice” (M-G), $4,300. 


Prov. NSG But 
Birdie $11,500 








| 


Providence, Dec. 26. | 


Despite optimistic predictions | 


Slight upsurge came with 


‘Music’ Terrif 186, Frenchie’ Wow 
14G, Frisco; ‘Branded’ 226, Song’ 246 


San Francisco, Dec. 26. 

City is packed with new, strong 
product and biz currently is reflect- 
ing it with smash sessions, “Pagan 
Love Song” shapes as_ biggest 
grosser with sock total at Warfield, 
However, “Mr. Music” is equally 
as strong with wow session at St, 
Francis. 

“Harvey” is in same class with 
wow session at Orpheum while 
| “Branded” looms strong at Para- 
|mount. “Never a Dull Moment” 
| looks big at Golden Gate despite 
|opening last Wednesday’ while 
town still was limping. 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This " Week...... $2,343,500 
(Based on 24 cities, 193 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 
ing N. Y.) . 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year....... $2,804,000 
(Based on 21 cities, and 178 
theatres.) 

















‘wre 9 Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 60- 
Im , 9 | 85)—Never Dull Moment” (RKO) 


|and “Hue And Cry” (Indie). Big 
| $18,000. Last week, “Prehistoric 
Women” (EL) and “Prisoners In 





Philly; ‘Song’ 216 

] * 

y, dong 
Philadelphia, Dec. 26. 

New product and _ favorable 

erally here this session. Terrific 


bally helped preem of “The Gold- 
bergs” at the new Midtown thea- 


500. 
Toad” (RKO), $8,500. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—“Kim” 
(M-G). Sock $24,000. Last week, 
“Three Husbands” (UA), $9,700. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)—‘“‘1,001 
Nights” (Col) and “Tars and Spars” 
(Col) (reissues). Weak $4.500 in 4 


days. Last week, “Undercover 
Girl” (U), $12,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—‘“For 
Heaven's Sake” (20th). Opened 


Monday (25). 


in 5 days. 


if - ) Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- | 
“All About Eve” (20th). Big $5,500. | things are still really tough around | 99) — “Mr. Music” (Par). 
Last week, “Red Shoes” (EL) and here. 


Smash 
$24,000. Last week, ““Mad Wednes- 


\the end of Christmas shopping | day” (RKO), fast $17,500 in 9 days. 
| splurges but nothing like that seen | 
|in previous years before TV. Prom- | 


|of the current 


' 
| 
} 
i 
} 


pect. Last week, “Last of Bucca-' 


ineers” (Col) and “Midnight and 
| Dawn” (Col), slow $5,000. 

| Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
_—“Desert Hawk” (‘U) and “Blues 
| Busters” (Mono). Good $8,000. Last 


; week, “Dark City” (Par) and 
|“Prisoners in Petticoats” (Rep), 
$6,500. 


State (Goldberg) (865; 20-75) — 


‘ 7T.: 1f’ “To Please Lady” ‘M-G) (3d wk). 
Cross Fair at 1236 Fair $3,500. Last week, oke 


Boston, Dec. 26. 


Christmas aftermath plus new 
product at all major spots is result- | 
ing in a pickup in boxoffice re- 
House skeds 
are plenty shuffled around, man- 
agers making strong bids for trade. 
shapes neat at Met 
and “For Heaven’s Sake” with nice 
opening at Memorial shape as best 
“Right Cross” at State 
“Ven- 
detta” looms fine at reopened Bos- 


ceipts this stanza. 


“Mr. Music” 


in town. 
and Orpheum is only fair. 


ton. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (B&Q) (1.200: 
“Fantasia” (RKO) ‘reissue). 


(Col) (4th wk), $3.000. 
Boston (RKO) 

“Vendetta” ‘«(RKO). 

Oop-ned Christmas 


House 


50-95) —} 
Okay 
$5,000. Last week, “State Secret” 


(3,200; 40-85)—~— | 
re- 
having been 
c.osed for four weeks for facelift- 


, $5,300. 


ise of outstanding Christmas day | 
TV programs, etc., also cut. Best | 
crop. is State's | 
“Watch the Birdie.” Other stands | 
are way below par. 

Estimatest for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Never Dull Moment” (RKO) and 
“Experiment Alcatraz’ (RKO). So- 
so $8,000. Last week, “Gilda” 
(Col) and “Platinum Blonde” (Col) 
(reissues), $7,000. 

Carlton (1,200; 44-65)—‘Trail of 
Robin Hood” (Rep) and “Blazing 
Sun” (Rep). Fair $5,000. Last 
week, reissue. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Jackpot” (20th) and “Bandit 
Queen” ‘Lip). Very slow $6,000. | 
Last week. “Kansas Raiders” (U) | 
and “Father’s Wild Game” (U), | 
nice $9,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- | 
65)—“Milkman” (U) and “Pygmy | 
Island” (Col). Fair $6,000. Last | 
week, “Black Angel” (Indie) and 
“Tangier” (Indie) (reissues), slow 


$4,200. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Watch Birdie” (M-G) and “Gun- 
fire (M-G). Disappointing but tops 
at $11,500. Last week, ‘‘Mutiny on 
Bounty” (M-G) and “Day at Races” 
(M-G) (reissues), weak $9,500. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘Branded” (Par). Opened Mon- | 
day (25). Last week, ‘Winslow | 
Boy” (EL) and “Perfect Lady” 
‘EL), so-so $5,000. 











| 


Cincinnati, Dec. 26. 

Noel jingling is resounding mer- 
rily at the wickets here this week. 
'Three new bills, “Pagan Love 
Song” at Grand, current town top- 
per, and “Harvey” in Keith’s are 
standout. ‘For Heaven's Sake,” at 
Capitol, also is big. 
newcomers, “Never A Dull Mo- 
ment” at Palace and ‘‘Mrs. O'Mal- 
ley and Mr. Malone” in Albee were 





| 


Two other 


slowed by early-in-week openings 


‘Harvey’ Wham $12,000, Cincy; ‘Song’ 
Sock 14, ‘Heaven’ 126, ‘Moment’ 96 


| “Admiral” (UA) to smash $18,800 


Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 39-. 
75)—"For Heaven’s Sake” (20th). | 
Lofty $12,000. Holds. Last week, | 


“All About Eve” (20th) (2d wk), 
$7,500. 
Grand (RKO) (1,400; 39-75) —| 


“Pagan Love Song” (M-G). Smash |; 
$14,000. Stays another stanza. Last | 
week, ‘“‘Davy Crockett” (UA) and! 
“Gun Crazy” (UA), $6,500. 

Keith's (Mid-States) (1,542; 39- 
75)—"Harvey” (U). Wow $12,000, | 


ins. Nice $11,000 or over. Last but stepped up with arrival of the warranting extended time. Last} 
week, shuttered. holidays. week, “Mystery Submarine” (U), | 
a fenway ‘NET) (1,373; 40-85)— | Estimates for This Week so-so $4,500. 

highway 301 (WB) and “Trail of Albee (3,100; 39-75) — “Mrs. Palace (RKO) (2.600; 39-75) —¥| 
Robin Hood” (Rep). Average |O’Malley and Mr. Malone” ‘(M-G). “Never A Duil Moment” (RKO). | 
$5,000. Last week. “Southside | Mild $7,500. Last week, “Killer Fairish $9,000. Last week, “Mid- | 


(Continued on page. 18) 


|That Stalked N. Y.” (Col), $7,000. night and Dawn” (Col), $7,500. 


| Solid $2 


| “Bitter 


Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— | 


“Dallas” (WB). Sturdy $22,000. 
Last week, “I'll Get By” (20th) 
(2d wk), $18,000 for 9 days. 

Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 
99)—-"‘The Goldbergs” (Par). This 
new pic opened this brand new 
theatre after big bally. Neat 
$13,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
ne Sete Love Song” (M-G). 

000. Last week, “Let’s 

Dance” (M-G) (5th wk), $7,500. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99) — 
“King Solomon’s Mines’ (M-G) 
(5th wk). Down to $9,000. Last 
week, $14,000. 


Stanton (WB) (1,473; 50-99) —) 
Oke | 


“Mystery Submarine” (U). 
$9,000. Last week, “Highway 301” 
(WB) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Trans-Lux (‘T-L) (500; 50-99)— 
“Trio” (Par) (6th wk). Off to $3,- 
000. Last week, $3,400. 

World (G&S) (500; 50-99) — 
Rice” (Indie) (5th wk). 
Tasty $5,000. Last week, $5,600. 


‘Birdie’ Bright $12,000 
In Indpls.; “Get By’ 106 


Indianapolis, Dec. 26. 





First-runs are being helped only | 
| mildly here currently by Christmas | 


week. “Watch the Birdie” will lead 
town with stout figure at Loew's. 


\“Tll Get By” is nice at Circle, | 


“Kansas Raiders,” at Indiana, looks 
fair. 
Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800: 44- 
65)—"T'll Get By” (20th) and “Ex- 
periment Alcatraz’ (RKO). Nice 
$10,000. Last week, 
(RKO) and “Father’s Wild Game” 
‘Mono), dull $7,000, after Ralph 
Flanagan orch, Patti Page tilted 


in previous week. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,300: 44-65)— 
“Kansas Raiders” (U) and “Woman 
on Run” (U). Fair $9,000. Last 
week, “Destination Moon” (EL) 
and “Redwood Forest Trail” (Rep), 
$8,000. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2.427: 44-65)— 
“Watch Birdie” (M-G) and “Dial 
1119” (M-G). Stout $12,000. Last 


week, “Two Weeks Love” (M-G) 
and “Next Voice You Hear” 
(M-G), $9,500. 

Lyric ‘(G-D) (1,600: 44-65)— 
|\“Mad Wednesday” (RKO) and 
“Border Treasure’ (RKO). Mild 
$4,500. Last week, “Hell Town” 
(Indie) and “Buffalo Stampede” 


(Indie) (reissues), ditto, 


weather is spelling nice trade gen- | 


Randolph. } “Branded” 


| Stagedoor 
| “Fantasia” (RKO) (reissue). 
| $3,200. Last week, “Keys To King- 
| dom” (RKO) and “Razor’s Edge” 
Last week, “2 Flags | 
| West” (20th) (2d wk), mild $10,000 


“Born Bad” | 


Petticoats” (EL), $12,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 65-90) — 
“Dallas” (WB) and “Trail of Robine 
hood” (Rep). Good $21,500 in 9 
| days. Last week, “Two Flags West” 
|(20th) and “California Passage” 
| (Rep) (2d wk), $9,500. 

Warfield (Loew's) (2,656: 60-85) 


| |—"‘Pagan Love Song” (M-G). Sock 
reissue) | tre, With neat week in prospect. | $24 000. 

| “Mr. Music” shapes smash at the! Story” (M-G), $12,000. 
Goldman while “Pagan Love Song” | 


Last week, ‘“Miniver 
Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
(Par) and “County 
| Fair” (Mono). Great $22,000. Last 
week, “Two Lost Worlds” (EL) and 
“Highway 301” (WB), big $20,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“Mr. Music” (Par). Terrific $18,000. 
Last week, ‘“‘West Point” (WB) (4th 


'“Watch Birdie’ (M-G). Lean $7,-, Wk), $6,500. 
Last week, “Ichabod, Mr. | 


Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,478: 55- 
85)—“‘Harvey” (U). Wow $22,500, 
Last week, “Tough As Come” (Col) 
and ‘‘He’s Cockeyed Wonder” (Col), 


| $12,000. 

| United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207: 
| 55-85) — “Frenchie” 
' $14,000. Last week, ‘Undercover 


(U). Colossal 
| Girl” (U), $7,000. 
(A-R) (370; 85-$1)— 
Good 


(20th) (reissues), $2,800. 

Clay (‘(Rosener) (490: 65-85)— 
“Bitter Rice” (Indie). Big $3,800. 
Last week, “Mafia” (Indie) (re- 
' issue), $2,000. 

Larkin (Rosener) (400; 65-85)— 
“Bitter Rice” (Indie). Great $3,- 
700. Last week, “Catskill Honey- 
moon” (Indie), $2,000. 


Pitt Up; Godfrey Unit 
Tilts ‘Pier’ Socko 256, 
‘Raiders’ Hefty $10,000 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 26. 
With few spots doing much over 
ithe weekend, as expected, Xmas 
| Day saw biz perking at night. Ar- 
thur Godfrey’s Talent Scouts unit 
with Billy Lawrence and Billy Gil- 
_bert should give “Woman on Pier 
13” a sock session at the Stanley. 
|‘‘Kansas Raiders” is a strong en- 
, try at Fulton. “For Heaven’s Sake” 
/is pacing for not much over avere 
age at Harris. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 45-80)— 
“Kansas Raiders” (U). Sturdy $10,- 
000 at least. Last week, “South- 
| side 1-100” (Mono), $4,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80)— 
| “For Heaven's Sake” (20th). Nice 
'$12,000, looms. Likely candidate 
| to stick for New Year's. Last week, 








“Midnight and Dawn” (Col), $7,500, 
Penn ‘Loew’s) (3,300; 45-80)— 
|“Watch Birdie” (M-G). Not doing 
as good as Red Skelton comedies 
usually do. Modest $14,000 or 
close. Last week, “Two Weeks 
With Love” (M-G), $10,000 in 8 
days. 
a Stanley (WB) (3,800; 60-$1.10)— 
Woman on Pier 13” (RKO) and 
Arthur Godfrey’s Talent Scouts on- 
Stage. Scouts the big wraw, natch, 
sd — a $25,000 or over. 
ast week, “Where ives” 
(RKO) $9000, Danger Lives 
Warner (WB) 


Warn (2,000; 45-80)— 
Gilda (Col) and “Platinum 
| Blonde” (Col) (reissues). Pair 
booked in at last minute. Mild 
$6,500. Last week, “Outrage (RKO), 
about same. 


‘Heaven’ Hearty $13,000, 
| Port.; ‘2 Weeks’ Fat 14G 


_ Portland, Ore., Dec. 26. 
Nothing outstanding in the way 
of product is showing at first-runs 
| this week considering this is a 
‘holiday week. Loeal girl Jane 
Powell in “Two Weeks With Love” 
,at United Artists is boosting that 

ic to best showing in city. “For 

eaven’s Sake” also shapes up 
fairly well. 

Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,850; 50- 

(Continued on page 18) 
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‘Music’-Vaude Sockeroo at 486, Chi: 
‘Song -Silvers-Smith Okay $40,000, | 
Frenchie Big 146, Heaven’ Hep 206 





Chicago, Dec. 26. + 

Trump-card product in Loop this 
week is giving most spots a big 
poost but 9-inch snowfall will clip 
totals Oriental looms tops, with 
“\ty Music’ and Ames Brothers 
onstage with sock $48,000. Chicago 
entry *Pagan Love Song > and Phil 
silvers and Ethel Smith topping 
<taze show, is okay at $40,000. 
“rrenehie’ shapes big at the 

ed Artists. 

Siate-Lake bowed with “Harvey” | 
lay (25) to fine returns. “For | 
Heaven's Sake” teedoff at Woods | 
wit fine $20,000. “Vendetta” | 
should nab nice $13,000 at Grand. 
Estimates for This Week 

Chicage (B&K) (3,900; 55-98)— 





yes! 





“pagan Love Song’? (M-G) plus 
Phil Silvers, Ethel Smith topping 
stugeshow, Just okay $40,000. Last | 
week, “Dark City” (Par) and Duke | 
Ellington orch and Sarah Vaughan | 
onstage, $32,000. | 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 55-98)—! 
“Vendetta” (RKO). Fine $13,000. 
Last week, “King Solomon’s | 
Mines” (M-G) (5th wk), $14,500 in| 


10 days. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 55-98)—| 
‘\Ir Music’ (Par) with Ames 
Brothers and Rolly Rolls onstage. 


Sock $48,000. Last week, “Two 
Weeks With Love” (M-G) and 3 
Stooges and Eileen Barton onstage 
(3d wk), $18,000, | 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 55-98)—| 
“Never Dull Moment” (RKO) and 
“Tougher They Come” (Col).! 
Opened Sunday (24). In ahead, | 
“Outrage” (RKO) and “Modern! 
Marriage” (Mono) (4 days), duli! 
$4,000. Last week, “Deported” (U) 


and “Cassino to Korea” (Par), | 
$10.000. } 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)—| 
“Fighting Caravans” (Indie) and/| 
“Fighting Westerners” (Indie) (re-| 
issues!. Minor $10,000. Last week, | 
“Southside 1-1000" (Mono) and 
“Surrender” (Rep), $8,500. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-98) 
—‘‘Harvey” (U). Opened yesterday 
(\Mon.) big. Last week, “San Quen- | 
tin’ (WB) and “Alcatraz Island” | 
(WB) (reissues) (2d wk). Slim $9,-, 
000. Last week, $11,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55-| 
98\—"'Frenchie” (U) and ‘‘He’s a 
Cockeved Wonder” (Col). Big $14.- | 


000 or over, Last week, “Gilda” | 
(Col and “Platinum Blonde” | 
(Col) (reissues) (2d wk), $9,000. | 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— | 
“For Heaven’s Sake” (20th). Fine 


$20,000. Last week, ‘“‘Kansas Raid- 
ers” (U) (8d wk), $3,000 in 3 days. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘Blue 
Angel” (Indie) (reissue) (2d wk). 
Great $4,000. Last week, $6,500. 


‘Music’ Loud $13,000 In 
Seattle; ‘Mad Wed.’ Hot 
9G, ‘Heaven’ Lofty 126 


, Seattle, Dec. 26. 
lrade at first-runs Is better this 














Week. “Mr. Music” looks standout 
While “Mad Wednesday” shapes 
nice. “For Heaven's Sake” also is 


trim at the larger Paramount. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800: 65- 
9) —“Undereover Girl” (U), Good 
$3.000 in 6 days. Last week, “West 
Fe Story” (WB) (4th wk), $2,- 
tH 


Vifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,349: 


65-90'—“Mr. Musie’ (Par) and 
Tougher They Come” (Col). Big 
$15.000. Last week, “Let’s Dance” 
‘Par! and “Torch” (EL) (3d wk), 


$4 800 in 6 days. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650: 65-90) 
~ Mystery Submarine” (U). Fair 
$6000. Last week, “2 Weeks Love” 
‘M-G) and “Dial 1119” (M-G) (3d 
Wk). oke $3,900 in 4 days. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850: 65-90) 
~—“Hit Parade ’51” (Rep). Slow 


$2 500 Last week, “Good Time'| 
Girl” (EL), $4,200. 
g, lusic Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 65- 
“)'—"King Solomon’s Mines” | 


(M-G) and “Happy Years” (M-G) 
— wk). * Great $9,000. Holds. 
“AST week, $10,700. 
og, tpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 65- 
a Mad Wednesday” (RKO) and 
“- ‘| Robin Hood” (Rep). Nice 
iv 900 Last week, “Breakthrough” 
>| (2d wk) big $7,000 in 9 days. 
. Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 65-90) | 
Kpot” (20th) (2d run) plus 
show. Big $8,500. Last week. 


ct 


‘tich Lonesome” (EL) (2d run) 
aa vaude, $3,600. 
¢;.,\amount (Evergreen) (3,039; 


a —— FOr Heaven's Sake” (20th) 
‘The Fireball” (20th). Trim 
00. Last week, “Hell Town” 

ans *' and “Buffalo Stampede” 
le), $8,000 in 8 days: ' 


ar 


$12 
(Ty 


| under 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, | 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 











| 45-65) —“Milkman” (U). 


| (Par) 


'“Watch Birdie” 
| Voice” (M-G). 


‘BIRDIE’ 116, L’VILLE; 
MILKMAN’ FAIR 536 


| 

’ Louisville, Dec. 26. | 
Business at the downtown houses | 
was slowed to a walk over week-| 
end before Christmas. Some up-' 


Voice You Hear” at the State will 
make best showing, with “Jackpot” | 
and “Blues Busters” at the Rialto 
a loping runner-up. “Mad Wednes- 
day” at Strand is only mild. 
Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People's) (1,200; 
Fair $5,- 
500 in prospect. Last week, “High- 
way 301” (WB), $6,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; | 
45-65) — “Jackpot” (20th) and 
“Blues Busters” (Mono). Mild $9,- 
900. Last week, “Born to Be Bad” 
and “Woman on Pier 13” 
(Par), satisfactory $11,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 

(M-G) and “Next 
Stacks up as good 


| product, but holiday activities not 


—— 
a 9 * | 
Dallas Torrid | week, “Last of Buccaneers” (Col) 


| and 
| fairish $10,000. 


$13,000 in Buff 


Buffalo, Dec. 26. 
Christmas lull is putting skids | 
boxoffice take here this | 
week and last stanza. Standout is | 
“Dallas,” with great session at | 
Center. “Mr. Music” also is nice 
at Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loews) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Watch Birdie” (M-G) and “Hot 
Rod” (Mono). Mild $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Mrs. O’Malley and Mr. 
Malone” (M-G) and “Husbands 
Three” (UA), $7,500. 
Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-75) 


|Last week, 





—‘Mr. Music” (Par). Nice $12,000. 
Last week, “Highway 301” (WB) | 


and “Southside 1-1000" (Mono), 
$11,000. . 
Center (Par) (2,100; 40-75) — | 


“Dallas” (WB). Great $13,000. Last 
week, “I'll Get By” (20th) (2d wk), 
$7,200. 


Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— | Scarboro, 


helping. Modest $11,000. Last 


“Fuller Brush Girl” (Col), 
Strand (FA) (1,200; 45-65)— 
“Mad Wednesday” (RKO) and 
“Walt Disney Cartoon Festival” 
(RKO). Mild $4,000 indicated. 
“Trail Robin Hood”, 
(Rep) and “Hit Parade 1951” (Rep), | 
$4,500. 
| 
! 


Harvey Smash 


$16,500, Toronto 


Toronto, Dec. 26. 


Smash returns for “Harvey” and 
“T’ll Get By,” running nearly even 
will be standout this session. ‘For 
Heaven’s Sake.” in two _ houses, 
looms neat. ‘Fuller Brush Girl” 
is also doing okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Downtown, Glendale, Mayfair, 
State (Taylor) (1.059; | 





“Deported” (U) and “Undercover | 955; 470; 698: 694; 35-57)—“San 


Girl” (U). Light $7,500. Last week, | Quentin” 
and | Island” 


“Emergency Wedding” (Col) 


“Pygmy Island” (Col), $6,000. | 


Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70\—“Song of South” (RKO) and 
“Make Mine -Music” (RKO) (re- 


issues). Lean $5,000. Last week, 
“Mr. Lucky” (RKO) and “Lady 
Takes Chance” (RKO) (reissues), | 
$6,000. 





‘Moment’ Sharp $11,000, 
K.C.; ‘Music’ Fast 166 


Kansas City, Dec. 26. 





| 
j 


(WB) and “Alcatraz 
(WB) (reissues). Okay 
$12,000. Last week, “Gilda” (Col) 
and “Platinum Blonde” (Col) (re-| 
issues), $11,000. 

Eglinton. Victoria ‘FP) (1,180; 
1,140; 38-77)—‘‘Miracle 34th St.” 
(20th) and “Adventures Tom Saw- 
yer” (SRO) (reissues), continuing 
sharp $7,000. Last week, $7,200. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 38-77)— 
“Dark City” (Par) (2d wk). Neat 
$10,000. Last week, $13,000. | 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 48-67)-—. 
“To Please Lady” (M-G) (2d wk). | 
Satisfactory $6,700 in 5 days. Last 
week, $11,000. | 

Nortown, University (FP) (959; 


Film houses going out for biz/ 1,556; 38-77)—“For Heaven's Sake” 


in big way with stellar line-up of 
pix this week. 
Paramount looks for one of big- 
opening. “Two Weeks With Love” 


Missouri is sharp with “Never a 


“Mr. Music” at the $7,000. 


| 
| 


| 8est weeks recently after a strong “I'll Get By” (20th). 


‘is pleasing at the Midland. RKO’s| 


Dull Moment.” Fox-Midwest three- | 
' $8,000. Last week, “Born Be Bad” 


house combo is_ holdover’ on 
“American Guerrilla in the Philip- 


pines,” and likely to top opening. 


round. Weather is bringing some 
of the warmest winter days on 
record. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox-Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—‘‘Pituri” (Indie) and “Jungle 
Stampede” (Rep). Nice $3,000. 
Last week, “Dedee” (Indie) and 
“Good Time Girl” (EL), best in 
many weeks, sock $3,800. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 50-75) — 
“March of Wooden Soldiers” (Lip) 
(reissue). Average $1,500. Last 
week, “Mr. Perrin and Mr. Trail” 


Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 45-65) — 
“Never Dull Moment” (RKO) and 
“Blues Busters” (Mono). Better | 
than recently here with nice $11,- 
000. Last week, “Born to West” 
(Indie) and “The Thundering 
Herd” (Indie) (reissues), $7,000. 

Paramount (UP) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Mr. Music” (Par), Giving house 
one of biggest weeks in recent 


months at $16,000 or near. Holds 
over. Last week, ‘Buccaneer’ | 
(Par) and “Ladies Big House”, 


(Par) (reissues), low $7,000. | 


Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox- 
Midwest) (2,100; 2.043; 700; 45-65) 
—‘‘American Guerrilla” (20th) (2d 
wk). Help of holiday crowd better- 
ing first week, fast $12,000. Last 
week, held up to $11,000 in face 
of usual pre-Xmas. slump. 





(Indie) and “Canterbury Tale” | 
(Indie), $1,000. 

Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65) 
:—“Two Weeks With Love” (M-G) 
and “Kiss for Corliss’ (Col). 
Pleasant $16,000. Last week, | 
“Fuller Brush Girl’ (Col) and) 
“Last of Buccaneers” (Col), 
$10,000. 


i“TCanture’ 


(20th). Neat $11,000. Last week, | 
“Breaking Point” (WB) (2d wk). 
(Rank) (2,390: 50-90)— 


Odeon 
Big $17,000. | 


Last week, “Reluctant Widow” | 
(EL), $8,500. 
Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 38-77)—) 


“Fuller Brush Gérl” (Col). Okay) 
(RKO) (2d wk), $6,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 38-67)—_ 
“Harvey” (U). Smash _ $16,500. 
Last week, “Milkfhan” (U), $5,500. 





i 


Holdovers Hurt Mont’; 
‘Convicted’ Fine $8,000 


Montreal, Dec. 26. 
“Convicted” and “Counterspy” 
at Imperial is only bill doing much 
this stanza here, other houses be-. 
ing heavily hit by holiday influ-| 
ences. “Great Jewel Robber,” an-. 
other newcomer, shapes slow at 
Princess. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60) — 
“Three Daring Daughters” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Way off to $6,000 follow- | 
ing okay first session at $16,000. | 
Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 3460) —') 
“Fireball” (20th). Lean $7,000. Last | 
week, “Joan of Arc”’ (RKO), $8,000. 
Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) —| 
“Great Jewel Robber” (WB). Slow 
$7,000. Last week, “Right Cross” 
(M-G), $10,500. 
Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65) —! 
“Toast New Orleans” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Down to $8,000 after sturdy | 


, $15,000 in second. 


Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60) —| 


_“Convicted” (Col) and “Counter-| 
spy” (Col). Fine $8,000. Last week, | tomorrow (Thurs.) climbing to big “Adam and Evalyn” ‘U'. 
$17,000 after $14,000 opening week, $4,000. Last week. : 
_a bit below hopes. “Where Danger (20th) (3d wk), okay $3,500. 
Lives” (RKO) opens Dec. 30. 


(RKO) and “Inter- 
rupted Journey” (RKO), $7,000. 





4th Youngstown Closing 
Youngstown, Dec. 26. 
Fourth theatre to close in 
Youngstown this year, the Strand 


‘darkened last week. 


Decision to close was mad when 
the owners and the operators’ Lo- 
call 388, IATSE, failed to reach an 
agreement on a new contract. — 


Fifth round ended 


Xmas Ups B'way; ‘Music’ Solid 736 


With Prima-Jan Murray on Stage, 
covigiraaeseer| Harvey 3G, Mudlark’ 36, ‘West Pt. 46 


Long holiday weekend plus the, winding up profitable run. 


“Milk- 


usual business pickup after Christ- | man’ (U) opens Dec. 30. 


mas Eve is giving Broadway first- | 


runs a real lift this week. Natural- 


| ly, Christmas Day (Mon.) was much 


better than most recent days but 
the biggest improvement came 


|yesterday (Tues.). Subsequent biz 


is expected to be strong. While 
the steady snowfall yesterday did 
not particularly cut into earlier 
biz, many managers were fearful 
that too much snow would damage 
the prize take in the next few days 
if it continued heavy. With schools 
out and a letup in Xmas shopping, 
most houses on Tuesday (26) be- 


lieved the day’s trade would re- | 


flect the customary after Dec. 25 
increase. Weather was 
favorable until Tuesday’s snow. 


Brightest newcomer for vaud- 
film theatres looks to be “Mr. 
Music” with Louis Prima band and 
Jan Murray heading stageshow at 
Paramount. Combo wound up ini- 
tial week last (Tues.) with solid 
$73,000, especially nice in view of 
starting in middle of worst pre- 
Xmas session. 


“Harvey” and “Mudlark” are 
outstanding among the new 
straight film bills. Despite opening 
Thursday (21), about the peak of 
the pre-Christmas lull, “Harvey” is 
soaring to about $35,000, smash, in 
initial session at the Astor. Helped 
by good reviews, James Stewart 
starrer, adapted from the legit 
comedy hit, rebounded sharply as 
soon as the Street got back to 
normal. “Mudlark’’ is about as 
strong at the bigger Rivoli, with a 
big $36,000 likely. 

“West Point Story,” plus Jacktfe 
Miles, Mary Raye & Naldi, Don 
Cornell, topping stage bill, looks 


| fine $46,000 or near at the Strand. 


“Flying Missile’ does not shape 
as strong as expected but is still 
good at around $25,000 at the 
State. 

Holiday crowds plus extra shows 
last Saturday is pushing “Kim,” 
with annual Xmas stageshow and 
pageant, to smash $160,000 at the 
Music Hall despite this being the 
third frame for this bill. Stays 
through Jan. 10, with New Year’s 


| Eve show sold out weeks ago. 


largely | 


'vaude. 


Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Emergency Wedding” (Col) with 
Still lagging at about $17,- 
000. Last week, “Last of Buc- 
caneers” (Col) and vaude, light 
$15,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—‘Mr. Music” (Par) plus Louis 
Prima orch, Jan Murray, others 
onstage (2d wk). Initial session 
ended last night (Tues.) hit solid 
$73,000. In ahead, “Let’s Dance” 
(Par) with Jimmy Dorsey orch, 
Nat “King” Cole Trio heading 
stage bill (3d wk), modest $45,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40) — “Kim” 
(M-G) with annual Christmas 
pageant and stageshow (3d wk). 
Soaring to $160,000 after fancy 
$143,000 in second round, latter 
not quite up to hopés. Extra 
shows, with long lines, making 
money possible this session. Plays 
through Jan. 10, and_ possibly 


Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98) — 
“March of Wooden Soldiers” (In- 
die) (reissue). Oldie Laurels 
Hardy comedy hitting mild $5,500 
in first week ending tomorrow 


| longer. 


(Thurs,), and won't hold. In 
ahead, “International Burlesque” 
(Indie) (7th wk), $5,000, winding 
up highly profitable run. 

| “Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 90- 
$1.25) — “The Mudlark” (20th). 
First week ending next Friday 


“For Heaven’s Sake,” with Yule- | 


tide show featuring Elsa & Waldo, 
plus iceshow, is soaring to great 
$110,000 in second week at the 
Roxy, far ahead of initial round. 


Both the Capitol and Globe 


brought in new shows Christmas | ; 
. cee | week ended Monday (25) held nice- 


Day while Victoria opened “Born 
Yesterday” yesterday in sock style. 
“Pagan Love Song” with Ink Spots, 
Shep Fields band, Marilyn Max- 
well onstage, started smash at 
the Cap while “Vendetta” teed off 
well at Globe. 

Holiday week is pushing up such 
long-run pictures as “Cyrano” at 
the Bijou, where it’s in sixth week 
starting today, and “Trio,”’ now in 
12th stanza at the Sutton. 

Two new bills open Dec. 30. 
“The Milkman” comes into the 
Mayfair on that date and “Where 
Danger Lives” opens the same day 
at the Criterion. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 55-$1.50) 


| Shoes’ 


—‘‘Harvey” (U). Initial week end-, 


‘ing today (Wed.) is heading for' 


socko $35,000 or close. Looks in for ' 


run. Teed off with special benefit 
show of the N. Y. Heart’ Fund on 
Dec. 20. 


Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40) — “Cyrano” (UA) (6th wk). 
: last night 
(Tues.) picked up to smash $15,000, 
aided by extra shows. Fourth week 
was $12,500. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 55-$1.50) 
—‘Pagan Love Song” (M-G) plus 
Ink Spots, Shep Fields orch, Mari- 
lyn Maxwell 
Opened Monday (25), first two days 
being great $25,000. In ahead, 
“Watch Birdie” (M-G) with Enric 
Madriguera orch, Paul 
others onstage (2d wk), 
to drab $12,000. 


was down 


—“Pinocchio” (RKO) and “Make 
Mine Music” (RKO) (reissues) (2d 
wk). Initial holdover round ending 


Globe (Brandt) (1.500; 50-$1.20) 
— “Vendetta” (RKO), Opened 
Monday (25) in fine style. 


| 


heading stageshow. | 


Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) | 


In| ment at okay $3,500. 
ahead, “California Passage” (Rep), | $3,000. 


(29) looks to register big $36,000 
or better. Holds. In ahead, “Never: 
Dull Moment” (RKO) (4th wk- 
8 days), $5,000. 7 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75)— 
“For Heaven’s Sake” (20th) plus 
Yuletide show featuring Elsa & 
Waldo, iceshow (2d wk). Pushing 
up to rousing $110,000 or near after 
fancy $74,000 opener albeit below 
expectancy. Holds through New 
Year’s. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.50)— 
“Flying Missile” (Col). Initial 
round ending Friday (29) of dis- 
appointing side at good $25,000 or 
close. Holds. In ahead, “Opera- 
tion X” (Col) (2d wk), $4,500. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 55-$2)— 
“West Point Story” (WB) _ plus 
Jackie Miles, Mary Raye & Naldi, 
Don Cornell onstage. Initial week 
ending next Thursday (28) looks to 
hit nice $46,000 or near. Holds. 
In ahead, “Highway 301” (WB) and 
Dave Apollon Peggy Mann, others 
onstage (2d wk), $17,000. 

Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
“Trio” (Par) (12th wk). For 11th 


ly at $8,400 after $9,000 for 10th 
round. Continues. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
74-$1.50)—‘‘Macbeth” (Rep). Opens 
today (Wed.). In ahead, “Rapture” 
(EL) (2d wk), dipped to $2,500 in 
4 days after slow $4,000 opener. 

Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; 90- 
$1.50)—“‘Seven Days To Noon” (In- 
die) (2d wk). Initial round ended 
Sunday (24) climbed to smash 
$15,500. In ahead, “Prelude to 
Fame” (U) (6th wk), $3,500. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.50\—“Born Yesterday” (Col). 
Opened in smash fashion yester- 
day {Tues.). In ahead, “Red 

(EL) (5th wk), was big 

$12,000 in firial 6 days after $11,000 
for fourth week ~ 


‘Story’ Bracing $10,000, 
Mpls.; ‘Heaven’ Barely 
Oke 116, ‘Hearts’ $5,000 


Minneapolis, Dec. 26. 

Christmas week got off to slow 
start because. initial days just pre- 
ceded the holiday. But with such 
an array of strong newcomers as 
“For Heaven's Sake,” “The West 
Point Story” and “Kind Hearts and 
Gentle People,” it is expected to 
gain momentum later in week. 
Lone holdovers are “King Solo- 





Regan | mon’s Mines” in its sixth week and 


“All About Eve,” now at its third 
loop stand. Weather continues an 
adverse factor. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)—~ 
Mild 
“All About Eve” 


Gopher (Berger) (1.000; 50-70)— 
“King Solomon's Mines (M-G) 
(6th wk). Finishing ace engagee 
Last week, 


slow $10,000 in 9 days. Lyric (Par) (1,000;  50-70'— 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-,“Monkey Business (Par) and 
$1.20\—“‘Rio Grande” (Rep) ‘6th “Horse Feathers’ (Par) (reissues!. 
wk). Pushed up to okay .$8,000, Okay $3,500. Last week, . “Rio 


bafter $5,500 in fifth stanza, but 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Fajth in the future? Sure! No shows anywhere —no 
shows in any medium can match the scope and 
stature (and color!) of entertainment on motion pic- 
ture theatre screens. Emphasize this fact in your 
advertising. And, as you will note on the next page, 
M-G-M guards your security with multi-midlions of 
dollars of big-time entertainment. That’s the kind of 
confidence and optimism that makes M-G-M the 





ee re Leader this year as it was last year and will be always! 
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LET’S ROLL 
UP OUR 





ROLL UP 
THE GROSSES! 









MATCH OUR GREAT PRODUCT WITH YOUR GREAT PEP! 


Below are just a few of the Big M-G-M Shows that inspire Showmanship! 


KING SOLOMON'S MINES (Technicolor) 
Deborah Kerr, Stewart Granger, Richard Carlson 


x * * 
KIM (Technicolor) 
Errol Flynn, Dean Stockwell, Paul Lukas, 


Robert Douglas, Thomas Gomer, Cecil Kellaway, 
Arnold Moss 


* * * 


THE MAGNIFICENT YANKEE 
Louis Calhern, Anu Harding 


x» * * 


GROUNDS FOR MARRIAGE 
Van Johnson, Kathryn Grayson, Paula Raymond, 
Barry Sullivan, Lewis Stone, Reginald Owen 


7 * * 


VENGEANCE VALLEY (Technicolor) 
Burt Lancaster, Robert Walker, Joanne Dru, 
Sally Forrest, John Ireland, Ray Collins 


* * * 


MR. IMPERIUM (Technicolor) 
lana Turner, Ezio Pinza, Marjorie Main, 
Barry Sullivan, Sir Cedric Hardwicke 


~~ w* * 


THE RED BADGE OF COURAGE 
Cast of Thousands including 
Audie Murphy, Bill Mauldin 


* * * 


ROYAL WEDDING (Technicolor) 
Fred Astaire, Jane Powell, Peter Lawford, 
Sarah Churchill, Keenan Wynn, Albert Sharpe 


~« *«* * 


ACROSS THE WIDE MISSOURI (Technicolor) 
Clark Gable, Ricardo Montalban, John Hodiak, 
James Whitmore, Adolphe Menjou, J. Carrel Naish 


~*~ * * 


THREE GUYS NAMED MIKE 


Jone Wyman, Van Johnson, Howard Keel, 
Barry Sullivan 


SHOW BOAT (Technicolor) 

Kathryn Grayson, Ava Gardner, Howard Keel, 
Joe E. Brown, Marge & Gower Champion, 
Agnes Moorehead 


* * * 


FATHER’S LITTLE DIVIDEND 
Spencer Tracy, Joan Bennett, Elizabeth Taylor 


~*~ 
SOLDIERS THREE 
Stewart Granger, Walter Pidgeon, David Niven, 
Robert Newton, Cyril Cusack, Greta Gynt, 
Frank Allenby 

* * * 


THE PAINTED HILLS (Technicolor) 
Lassie, Paul Kelly, Bruce Cowling, Gary Gray 


* * * 


INSIDE STRAIGHT 

David Brian, Arlene Dahl, Barry Sullivan 
Mercedes McCambridge, Paula Raymond, 
Claude Jarman, Jr., Lon Chaney 


* * * 


CALLING BULLDOG DRUMMOND 
Walter Pidgeon, Margaret Leighton, Robert Beatty 


* * * 
KIND LADY 
Ethel Barrymore, Maurice Evans, 
Angela Lansbury, Keenan Wynn 


x* *« * 


GO FOR BROKE! 
Van Johnson and All-Star Cast 


* * * 


THE GREAT CARUSO (Technicolor) 

Mario Lanza, Ann Blyth, Dorothy Kirsten, 
Jarmila Novotna, Blanche Thebom, Teresa Celli, 
Richard Hageman, Carl Benton Reid 


x *« * 


RICH, YOUNG AND PRETTY (Technicolor) 

Jane Powell, Wendell Corey, Danielle Darrieux, 
Vic Damone, Marcel Dalio, Jean Murat, 
Fernando Lamas 


AN AMERICAN IN PARIS (Technicolor) 
Gene Kelly, Leslie Caron, Oscar Levant, 
Georges Guetary 


€ * * 
IT’S A BIG COUNTRY 
All Star Cast 

* . * 
TERESA 


Pier Angeli, John Ericson 


* * « 


PEOPLE VS. O'HARA 
Spencer Tracy 


~ * * 


EXCUSE MY DUST (Technicolor) 
Red Skelton, Sally Forrest, Macdonald Carey, 
William Demarest, Monica Lewis, Raymond Walburn 


* * * 


STRICTLY DISHONORABLE 
Ezio Pinza, Janet Leigh 


* * * 


SCARAMOUCHE 
Stewart Granger, Ava Gardner, 
Ricardo Montalban 


x * * 


THE STRIP 
Mickey Rooney, Jimmy Durante 


x * * 


LOVE IS BETTER THAN EVER 
Elizabeth Taylor, Larry Parks 


x * * 
THE LAW AND LADY LOVERLY 


Greer Garson, Michael Wilding, Fernando Lamas, 
Marjorie Main 


x * * 


And Remember! 
1951 is the Year of “QUO VADIS”! 


M-G-M No.1 IN 1951! 
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See Commercial TV Nearer in Brit.; 


{Film Chains May Use Tele Setup 


+ 
stage | 


London, Dec. 26. 
Commercial TV is one 
nearer in Britain. Its introduction 
is to be recommended to the gov- 
ernment next month by the Bever- 
idge committee which has been in- | 
vestigating terms of the new BBC 
charter to take effect as beginning 
in 1952. With full recognition of 


the tradition of British broadcast- 
ing, the Beveridge panel is not to 


recommend an — ualified sell-out 
to advertisers. Instead, it is pro- 
posed to use revenue from the sale 
ot screentime eans towards 
increasing the amount of playing 
time offered to the public. 

If the introduction of sponsored 
video is a success, it is suggested 
that the next stage should be the 
creation of a rival service financed 
solely by advertising revenue. The 
Beveridge recommendations have 


asa 


been framed after on-the-spot ex- 
amination by members of the com- 
mission, who looked into the poten- 
tialities of sponsored tele and radio 
in the U. S. and Canada 

Another proposal which, it is be- 


committee 
government, 


lieved, the Beveridge 
wil] recommend to the 


will be the setting up of a closed 
TV circuit for picture theatres, al- 
lowing direct transmissions from a 
central studio of a complete film 
and vaudeville program. Three ma- 
jor circuits, Odeon, Gaumont-Brit- 


ish and Associated British Cinemas, 
as well as Granada, have plans on 
this prepared just awaiting the gov- 
ernment green light 

Recommendations Bever- 


by the 


idge committee did not necessarily | 


London Legiters 


imply accpetance by the govern- 
ment. Some political experts hold 
the view that almost any British} 
regime is opposed to commercial- 
ism on radio and the chances of 
even a modified form of sponsor- 


ship being permitted are regarded 
as remote. 


Mexico’s All-Time High 
In Total Pix Produced 
But Quality Still Lags 


Mexico City, Dec. 19. 
The forecast of last summer that 
1950 will be the record-high film 
production year for Mexico, with 





a score of 130, seems to be sure 
since 118 pix were made up to 
Dec. ’50. A dozen more are in 


the production with all indications 
they will be done by the end of 
year. 

This record 
trades, however. Mexican pix ex- 
hibition results this year were not | 
much better than in 1949, 
were not big. Only a few Mexican 


isn't rocking the garet 





Pre-Production Control 


To Make Mex Pix Pure 


Dec. 19. 

Making Mexican pictures pure by 
law is in the offing. J. Jesus 
Castillo Lopez, chief of the govern- 
ment’s cinematographic board, has 
framed a measure aimed at at- 
taining that purity or at least good- 
ness, 
to Alfonso Ruiz Cortines, secretary 
of the interior Proposition tea- 
tures turning the Mexican film 
trade away from blue material so 
pictures can stay in the black. 

Strictest censorship to cover all 
phases, including dressing and dis- 
robing, presentation, mounting, in- 
terpretation, acting, megging, and 
dialog. 

It would open a school for 
ducers and directors so they may 
learn what the government ap- 
proves and doesn’t in pix; screen- 
ings of borderline pix before board 
and three members of the national 
pic producers’ assn. for candid dis- 
cussions; expansion of the service 
allowed producers to submit 
scripts and production charts and 
pre-production. It would offer cash 
prizes for clean scripting. 


Xmas Shows Pace 


Mexico City, 


pro- 





Dec. 26. 

London’s four arenas and a dozen 
or more West End theatres went 
over last week to festive Yuletide 
entertainment. The stadiums are 
housing twe iceshows and two cir- 
cuses while legit houses three new 
pantomimes and a flock of seasonal 
favorites. First of the Xmas offer- 
ings wa: Bertram Mills’ circus at 
Olympia. 

Initialer in the panto sweepstake 


London, 


is Emile Littler’s “Goody Two 
Shoes” which was launched at the 
Casino last Wednesday (20) with 


Arthur Askey as “The Dame” 
featuring the Cairoli Brothers. 

Current Xmas_ revivals’ are 
“Beauty and the Beast” at the 
Westminster, with film star Patri- 
cia Dainton in a leading role and 
“Peter Pan” at the Scala, with Mar- 
Lockwood repeating last 
year’s hit as Peter. 

Among the batch of openings last 


and 


which Thursday (21) was a new edition of 


“Charley’s Aunt” at the Saville, 


ix have done well this year at Tom Arnold’s latest circus at Har- 


ome or abroad. Trade is gloomy 


ringay and Claude Langdon’ s pres- 


about exports because there are entation of “Babes in the Wood | 


huge 1948 and 1949 backlogs in on fee” 


practically all lands where Mexi- 
can films are screened. 


AUSTRIA PIX INDUSTRY 
EYES 4506 COLOR FILM 


Vienna, Dec. 12. 

The film industry, especially la- 
bor unions here, was thrown into 
an uproar over 
that the Austrian government will 
spend about $450,000, an excep- 
tionally big budget here, 
with Yank interests in the produc- 





the announcement mounted 


at Empress Hall, Earls 
Court. 

Earlier in the week, Sir Arthur 
Elvin and Tom Arnold presented 
i first of the ice pantos of the 

son at Wembley Stadium. It was 
“Dick Whittington,” an eye-appeal- 
ing production starring Australia’s 
Pat Gregory and produced by Ger- 
ald Palmer. 

“Babes in the Wood,” a lavishly 


show, opened Saturday 
(23) at Val Parnell’s Palladium 
while ‘Mother Goose,’ Bertram 


largely Montague production, bowed the 


Same day at the Princes. “Babes” 


tion of a Technicolor Austria spon- appears a surefire holiday success. 


sored film. 


Pic is to be a large Adele Dickson registers as Robin 


scale historical and cultural docu- Hood and Sonnie Hale scores as 


ment designed to promote Austrian Dame. 


Jewel & Wariss provide 





prestige and tourist trade through- good comedy flavor. “Goose” is 
out world. It is supposed to be a lively piece in which Ethel 
shot during 1951 from a script pre- Revnell, Hy Hazell and Billy 
pared by Ernst Marboe, writer Russell carry off top honors. 
nephew of Chancellor Leopold 

Fig]. Marboe got the job when a 


prize contest for scenarios brought 
in 2,000 entries, but none was ace | 
ceptable to the committee. 

At the same time, film industry | 
unions have’ been complaining | 
about the raising of the “kultur- 
groschen,” a tax of about a penny 
on every film theatre ticket sold. 
Coin raised this way has been dis- 
tributed so far mainly to the help 


in legit theatres. Now it is pro- finalized last week when the last the U.S 
posed to raise tax by a half and three provincial branches were oa 
possibly put some cash into a fund taken over. The first major sub- ee 
to back Austrian film production ject under new setup will be “Rio | An Interesting Editorial Feature in 
which has sunk to the vanishing Grande.” a @ i 
point because new productions Company's new offices in Soho ~ y ee 
were not exportable nor did they Square will be opened by Her- 45th Anniversary Number 
- any Way measure up to pre- bert J. Yates and Republic stars of 
Nazi prestige. Unions now are early next year. Among the latter Ff DIET 
arog exhibs in squawking that will be John Wayne, am A is to go ARIETY 
us groschen tax already has seri- on to Irelend for the new hn EX ‘EEK 
ously hurt the pic b.o. ) Ford production. " | Owe, See arr 


Roy Rogers to Star In 
Rep’s Ist British Prod. 


London, Dec. 26. 
Republic’s first British pie is to 
be lensed in Scotland next sum- 
mer, an outdoor subject starring 
Roy Rogers. Wili be in Trucolor. 
The break-away of Republic from 
British Lion, early this month. was 


and has submitted it for okay |! 


' press 


Doesn’t Give a Hoot Mon! 


Glasgow. 
Editor VARIETY 

As your VARIETY mugg in 
Scotland, I am interested to_ 
read in my evening newspaper 
here today the news that Mr. 
Danny Kaye will be with us 
tia for the 1951 Festi- 
val. 

I am also interested in his 
manager, Mr. Eddie Dukoff’s, 
reported statement: Actually, 
we never have discussed terms 
in England (sic!) because it is 
not as important as the joy 
and satisfaction of being in 
England (sic!) and appearing 
before British audiences 

As one who lives in the 
Lang Syne country, 
please Mr. Dukoff 
from me that the 
land’ should be banned when 

iking of crossing to enter- 
tain here. The correct word is 
‘Britain,’ for there is such a 
country as Scotland, the land 
that turned out 10,000 of her 
braw citizens to welcome Mr. 
D. Kaye when he _ reached 
Glasgow in June 1949. 
Gordon Irving. 


Litvak Retitling Film 
Made in Germany After 
Nationalistic Pressure 


Munich, Dec. 19. 
pressure from Ger- 
man official circles as well as the 
and public forced 20th-Fox 
director-producer Anatole Litvak 
to change the title of pic he has 
been shooting in Germany for the 
last few months. First having the 
original title of George Howe’s 
book, Call It Treason,” 
changed to ‘“‘Legion of the Damn- 
ed.” Now it bas been changed to 
“Decision Before Dawn.” 


Auld 
would it 
to hear 
word ‘Eng- 


spei 








Nationalistic 


Pic co-producer Frank McCarthy 
stated that in response to strong 
objections on the part of a large 


segment of German public opinion, 
the company had abandoned “Le- 
gion of the Damned” as a title for 
the controversial film being 
duced in the U. S. gone. Litvak 
said it had been impossible to con- 
vince the German press and public 
that the former title did not refer 
at all to the German people. 

This action is the latest develop- 
ment in a series of troubles the 
film has run into. Recently the Ba- 
varian government refused to let 
the company shoot the pic on gov- 
ernment property because _ of 
charges by the mayor of Wuerz- 
burg that it is distorting history 
to justify American air attacks on 
the city. Government demand to 
see the script was refused by Lit- 
vak on grounds that it would repre- 
sent censorship. However, he did 
submit a synopsis. Then the gov- 
ernment gave it the green light. 


Birch-Carroll-Coyle 





Sydney, Dec. 19. 

Looks very certain now that 
Greater Union Theatres will take 
over the Birch - Carroll - Coyle 
pic loop in Queensland early in 
1951 on a deal blueprinted by Nor- 
man B. Rydge, GU topper. John 
Evans, Rydge’s general manager, is 
presently in Queensland huddling 
with BBC chiefs. Expected that GU 
will also take a more active control 
of Sydney & Prince Edward, long 
Paramount’s showcase. (GU_ has 
held a silent interest in this house 
for a long time.) 


Consummation of _ this tea’ 
should add about 20 more houses 
to the company’s total, or about 


130, covering keys, nabes and stix. 

Rydge also has set a deal for 
two more Sydney nabe houses at 
Belmore and Lakemba to get under 
the GU tent and away from indie 
control. 





George H. Elvin 


General Secretary of the Associ- 
ation of Cinematograph and 
Allied Technicians, Favors 


International Co-op in Pix 
Prod., Not ‘World 
Domination’ by 











pro- | 


8 St. Martin’s Piece, Trafgiser Square 


US. Distribs Still See No Early 
Pact on Arg.: Houses Cry for Films 





See 30% British Quota 
As Going by Default 


London, Dec. 19. 





Was | 


The current 30% British film 
quota is likely to go by default 
as a result of the inadequate num- 
ber of pix estimated to be avail- 
able during the current year. Al- 
most 50 pictures are required by 
the three circuits alone and it is 
dubious whether this total will be 
attained. 

It is also clear now that unless 
substantial financial backing either 
from the Government or indepen- 
dent sources is made available, the 
quota will have to be sliced even 
further in 1951. 

Exhibitors, who first 
ing with 
seriously 
be forced 


British producers, are 
alarmed since they may 
to take a number of 
reissues to make up their 30% 
Particularly hard hit are the in- 
dependents who play in direct op- 
position to the major circuits and 
who are now faced with the pros- 
pect of having no choice of alter- 


native product. 

In an endeavor to obtain more 
precise information on _ British 
product availability, the exhibs 


have asked producers for a detailed 


statement to be made available 
when joint talks on a new tax 
campaign are resumed next year. 





Hayakawa s Hugo 
Classic Nip Hit 


Tokyo, Dec. 19. 
Sessue Hayakawa, veteran Jap- 
anese screen star, who returned 


to Nippon this year after a long 
European sojourn and a brief Hol- 
lywood stint, plans to invade the 
U. S., North African and Euro- 
pean market next year with his 
recently completed adaptation of 
“Les Miserables.” 

Hayakawa’s screen production 
of the Victor Hugo classic, filmed 
here at local studios in two parts, 
is doing sock biz in local roadshow 


dates. Part One plays a single 
week, while Part Two appears at 
the same house the _ following 
week. 


For foreign distribution, Haya- 


_kawa plans to edit the film down | 


|down to a 


Houses May Go to GUT 


| 


| Year’s Eve. but it 





single feature film. | 
The producer, who appears in the 
pic in the role of Jean Vajean, 
is currently negotiating with the 
French distrib outfit, Discina, for 
release of ‘Miserables’ in France. | 

He plans to return to America 
early next year, and plans to hud- 
dle with 20th-Fox on a_ possible 
U. S. release deal. 


NEW SCOT WORKS SET 
FOR GLASGOW LEGIT 


Glasgow, Dec. 19. 

New pla; S by Scots oe 
are scheduied by Glasgow Citizens’ 
Theatre for the 1951 season. They 
—— “Spindrift Against World,” 
by Naomi Mitchison, and “Retreat | 
from Moonshine,” a new piece by 
Murray McClymont. 

Citizens company is also likely 
to stage T. M. Watson’s “Bachelors 
Are Bold,” a new Scottish comedy 
now doing fine biz in Scotland. 

Other plays in the line-up are 
Shakespeare’s “As You Like It”; 
Christopher Fry’s ‘Venus Ob- 
served” and Somerset Maugham’s 
“Before the Party.” 








Paris Opera House Fire 
Burns 5 Rows of Seats 

Paris, Dec. 26. 
An estimated $8.000 worth of mu- 
sician and stagehand salaries was 
jeopardized early Monday morning 
(25) when fire broke out in the 
Opera House. The blaze, believed 
to have been caused by a smoker's 
t relessness, was quickly controlled 

although damage was extensive. 
Theatre expects to reopen New 
grossing poten- 
tiality will be cut by about $500 
daily for several weeks. Reduction 
stems from the fact that at least 
115 to 20 days will be required to 
replace five rows of orchestra seats 

and loges which were destroyed. 








| editorial 


heard of | 
this new situation at a joint meet- | 


| sistently nixed. 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 19. 

It is near the end of 1950, but 
still no agreement has been arrived 
at between the Argentine govern- 
ment and the U. S. film distribu. 
tors in Argentina for renewal of 
American pix imports. Situation 
is harrying to exhibitors who are 


|at their wits’ end trying to find ma- 


terial for their theatres. Their 
grosses are diminishing week by 


| week as all the oldies are dragged 


in to play even the more important 


| first-runs. 


The position is so serious that 
it has even drawn the attention of 
the big opposition dailies. One 
stressed the educational 
value of films and stated bluntly 
that to cut people off from seeing 
the best in pictures from all coun- 
tries is to deprive it of means of 
elevating its culture. Cited that 
shortly Buenos Aires will be so 
far behind the times that it will 
be at a disadvantage in comparison 
to much poorer cities. 

Those in touch with government 
circles are not optimistic about the 
future possibilities for American 
pix in the Argentine market. Some 
predict that any deai worked out 
from now on will be based on terms 
which U. S. interests have con- 
Some sort of quota 
systems looms, with only a small 
portion of earnings allowed out of 
the country, and possibly preferen- 
tial terms for distribution of Are 
gentine-made movies in U. S. mare 
kets. 

Highest grossers in recent weeks 


| have been at the Ocean and Broad- 


way, where “Iron Curtain” (20th) 
is playing. ‘‘Deadly Is Female,” 
one of pix imported by UA under 
a “capital investment” deal with 
the Argentine government, grossed 
about $8,000 on first week at the 
Opera. This first-run (second 
largest here) is now showing “City 
Lights,” which gives an idea. The 
Ambassador has “Romance en Tres 
Noches” (Argentine-made), the 
Gran Rex is running “La Culpa la 
Tuvo el Otro,” a Luis Sandrini 
comedy; and “Underworld Story,” 
another WA import, is at the Met- 
ropolitan. All other Buenos Aires 
houses are showing either very old 
reissues or French and Italian pic- 
tures of doubtful vintage. 

That local producers are not feel- 
ing any too happy about the poor 
business at the film theatres is 
shown by the terrific advertising 
splurge for the Sandrini opus at 
, the Gran Rex. Blurbs were put out 
‘over all the radio outlets. In addi- 
ition, many posters were plastered 
over the city and windowcards 
used. 





Gretske Booking in Paris 


Paris, Dec. 19. 

Harry Gretske, former partner of 
Leo Salkin in Chicago until the 
latter joined the William Morris 
office, recently returned from a 
swing through the Middle East 
where he made deals on some 200 
pix, nearly all oldies. 

He has opened an office here to 
find acts for the U. S. First is 
Kalanag, German magician, who 
does a two and a half hour show 
with a company of 25. Before head- 
ing for N. Y., he plans to play Lon- 
don and Paris. 








Current London Shows r 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Dec. 19. 
“Accolade,” Aldwych (16). 
“Ace of Clubs,” Cambridge (29). 
“Blue For Boy,” His Majesty’s (4), 
“Capt. Carvallo,” Garrick (20), 
“Carousel,” Drury Lane (29). 
“Cocktail Party,” New (34). 
“Dear Miss Phoebe,” Ph’nix (11). 
“Dish Ran Away,” Vaude (26). 
“Follies Bergere,” Hipp. (64). 
“His Excellency,” Piccadilly (31). 
“Holly and Ivy,” Duchess (33). 
“Home & Beauty,” St. Mart (13). 
“Home at Seven,” Wyndh'm (42). 
“King Rhapsody,” Palace (66). 
“Knight’s Madn’ss,” Vic. Pal. (41). 
“Lace on Petticoat,” Ambass. (2). 
“Little Hut,” Lyric (18). 
“Mister Roberts,” Coliseum (23). 
“Reluctant Heroes,” W’teh'|! (15). 
“Ring Round Moon,” Gi'be (39). 
“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apollo (28). 
“2d Tanqueray,” Haymark’t (17). 


“Take It From bal Adelphi (8). 
“To Dorothy,” Savoy (5). 
“Top of Ladder, ° St. Jas. (11). 


“Who Is Sylvia,” Criterion (9). 
“Will Any Gent,” Strand (16). 
“Worm’s View,” Comedy (192). 
CLOSED LAST WEEK 
“Latin Quarter,” Casino (40). 
“Return to Tyassi,” York's (3). 
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“Couldn’t make a better reso- 
lution myself! Here’s to the 


Command Performance pic- 
ture — ‘THE MUDLARK’ 


...a real showmanship picture!” 


«I hereby resolve—to make’s51 
my banner year of show- 
manship—backed by that 
great 20th CENTURY- oi 
FOX PRODUCT!” 


“I hereby resolve...to play ‘HALLS 
OF MONTEZUMA’, 
‘1’D CLIMB THE HIGHEST 
MOUNTAIN’, ‘CALL ME 
MISTER’ ...all in Technicolor, too!” 


“Well, call me a happy showman when I 
have those and ‘FOR HEAVEN’S SAKE’, 
‘THE MAN WHO CHEATED HIM- 
SELF’ and ‘AMERICAN GUERRILLA 
IN THE PHILIPPINES’ Technicolor 
to start off this great New Year!” 


J 
fh 







You said it, pal—I’m right with 
you all the showmanship way... 
because all the way... 


hore’ No- Buoireos Like 2 


CENTURY-FOX 





| 
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Warner Decree Has Intricate Plan 
For Divesting in Controlled Situations 


. 
Washington, Dec. 26. 
The Warner Bros. antitrust de- 
cree to be submitted to the new 
New York trial court includes a 
highly intricate plan for handling 
divestitures of theatres in 
closed and controlled situations. 


some 


It provides for only 52 outright 
divestitures, all to b ccomplished 
within two vears However, there 
are 21 other theatres placed in a 
conditional class They would be 
a ted unless competition § de- 
\ ithin a vear or keeps op- 
€ ively for five years In 
£ lations, Warners 1s given 
1 option of divesting theatres or 
operating them subject to rigid 
limitations on the clearance ol 
product. If it can’t get fair prices, 
WB may lease up to 12 of the 
theatres and then sell as soon as 
possible 

Straight Divestitures 

Following are the straight = di- 
vestitures provided 

One theatre each in Ansonia 
Conn.. Gettysburg. Pa., Pleasant- 
ville, N. J.. and Sidney, O. How- 
ever. in anv two of these cities, 
WB must first offer to sell the 
larger of their theatres If there 
are no takers within 30 days, then 
they may sell the smaller theatres. 

nv one theatre WB chooses to 
se!l in Bristol, Conn.. Chester, Pa., 
Clifton Forge, Va.. Clinton, Mass., 
Dover. N. J.. Greensburg, Pa., 


Hoboken, N. J., 
Lawrence, Mass., 
Manchester, Conn., 
Millville, N. J., 
Punxsutawney, 


Hagerstown, Md 
Irvington, N. J 
Lexington. Va.. 
Medina, N. Y 
Paterson, N. J... 


Pa.. Racine. Wise.. Sharon, Pa., 
Titusville. Pa.. Tyrone, Pa., War- 
ren, Pa., Waynesboro, Pa., Wells- 
ville, N. Y West Chester, Pa., 
and Willimantic, Conn. 

In Shebovgan, Wisc., Warners 
must sell anv two of its theatres 

Following specific divestitures 
are provided: 

In Danbury. Conn., either the 
Empress. or Palace, or Capitol, 


but if the Capitol is sold the Gov- 
ernment must receive a statement 
of intention that the purchaser in- 
tends to operate it as a first-run 
house. 

In Donora, Pa., either the Harris 
or Princess. 

In Martinsburg, Va., one of the 
following—Apollo, Central, strand 
or State. 

Monelair, N. J.. 
ing—Claridge, Wellmont, or Mont- 
clair. 

Newark, N. 
inz — Stanley, 
Tivoli or Savoy. 

In addition, at the option of the 
defendant, the Ritz may be either 
sold or subject to a production 
limitation for three vyvears under 
which it may not license more than 
60° or major product for neigh- 
borhood first-run, or more than 48 
of the top 80 pictures of the eight 
major distributors. 

Other Divorcements 

New Britain. Conn., one of fol- 
lowing—Strand, Embassy, or Cap- 
itol. If the Capitol. Warners must 
later divest one other theatre un- 
Jess an independent regularly plays 
first-run in the city. 

Passaic, N. J., one of following— 
Montauk, Capitol, Central or Play- 
house. If Playhouse is divested and 
no independent is regularly oper- 
ating first-run after a year, then 
a second theatre must be divested. 

Pittsburgh—Either the Strand 
or Center; and either the Sheridan, 
Regent. Enright or Cameraphone. 
Ii the Cameraphone is selected, 
then one of the other three houses 
must be subject to limitation of 
product unless an independent in 
the East Liberty area of the city 
is given full first-run rights. 

Portsmouth, O.—Fither the Co- 
Jumbia or Laroy. 

State College, 
Chatham or State. 

Torrington, Conn.—Either 
Warner or Palace. 

Washington, D. C.—Either Tivoli 
or Sheridan. 

Wilkinsburg, Pa. 
or State. 

Wilmington, Del., one of follow- 


follow- 
Central, 


J., one of 
Mayfair, 


Pa.—Either the 


the 





ins—Warner, Queen, Arcadia or 
Grand. 
Conditionally, Warners is re- 


qu_red to divest theatres in a num- 
ber of situations if by the end of 
# year there is no independent 
theatre regularly playing first-runs, 


or if during five years from the jing, Pa.; and Terminal, in Philly. | fall and winter season. 


one of follow-! 


Either Roland 


, date of the judgment, an independ- 


ent is not regularly playing first- 
run pictures during the greater 
part of the year. Under such con- 
ditions, WB must divest one thea- 
tre each in Appleton, Wisc.; Fair- 


mount, W. Va.: either the Warner 
or Alhambra in Milwaukee; one 
each in Staunton. Va.; Tarentum, 
Pa.: Washington, Pa.; and York, Pa. 

In Elmira, N. Y., a theatre must 
be divested if at any time in the 
next three vears three Warner 
theatres are plaving first-run when 
not more than one competitor 1s Op- 


erating first-run. In Schenley, Pa., 
Warners has the option of divesti- 
ture or product limitation of one 
theatre if an independent theatre 
in the Oakland not being 
accorded full first-run rights. 
Salem, Ore., Situation 

In Salem, Ore., either the Elsi- 
nore or Capitol must be divested 
if both operate first-run in the next 


area 1S 


three vears when not more than 
one competitor is operating first- 
run 

In Coshocton, O., one theatre 


must be divested if two WB houses 
play first-run at any time in the 
next three vears when not more 


than one other theatre is operating 
first-run, except that Warners’ Pas- 
time theatre may play additional 
first-run pix which competitors re- 
seCt. 

In Silver Spring. Md.. if the in- 
dependently owned Flower theatre 
is subordinated in playing time to 


Warners’ Silver at any time in the 
next three years, while latter is 
operated by WB. question of di- 
vesting the Silver may be _ re- 


opened. 
Warners has a 

for Philadelphia 

it is strongest. 


special formula 
the city in which 
The deal is a com- 


bination of what was arranged in 
other places. 
WB must sell either the Mid- 


way or Allegheny; either the Col- 
onial, Orpheum or Vernon; and 
two of the following—Rexy, Al- 
hambra, Plaza. Broadway, Savoia. 
One theatre shall be divested in 
addition to two in this zone, if by 
end of the vear Rexy is not play- 
ing neighborhood first-runs for a 
new owner. 

In Philadelphia also. WB must 
divest either the Colony or Fern 
Rock: and either the Diamond or 
Keystone. At WB's option it may 
divest or subject to product lim- 
itation either the Oxford or Lib- 
erty, unless independent operators 
are given reasonable opportunity 
to procure neighborhood second- 
runs. The Frum theatre may be 
either divested or subjected to 
product limitation unless a Frank- 
ford independent house is given 
full equality of product oppor- 
unity. 

In Philadelphia also, 
hart or Richmond must 
vested within a vear if the com- 
peting independent is not regu- 
larly playing neighborhood third- 
runs. The Terminal theatre must 
be divested if at any time within 
the next three years it plays a 
picture earlier than 17 to 21 days 
after the neighborhood first-run. 
The Wynne must be divested if in 
the next three years it operates 
sooner than neighborhood third- 
run time. 

Warners owns three other Phila- 
delphia theatres not now operating. 
They are the Cadet, Elite and 
Poplar. During the next year they 
may be offered for sale or lease 
only for film theatres. After a 
vear they may be offered for any 
purpose. After three ears, WB 
may operate them as theatres, if it 
gets Department of Justice 
preval. 

If the Playhouse theatre, Ridge- 
wood, N. J.. is offered for sale or 
lease, preference must be given to 
a bidder who wants to use it as a 
theatre. 

If the lecree in the Bigelow case 
in Chicago is modified or vacated, 
thereby making the competitive 
situation for independents less 
favorable in outlying Chicago, ac- 
tion may be brought to seek re- 
lief against Warner theatres there. 

Until divorcement, nothing pro- 
hibits Warners from owning and 
operating a theatre in Bridgeport, 
and another in Harrison, N. J., for 
whieh construction contracts have 
been concluded. Nothing prevents 
WB from operating three theatres 
now under lease to others—Aldine, 
in Wilmington, Del.; Ritz in Read- 
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Rathvon Again Denies 
He’s Unhappy at ELC, 
‘But He May Switch’ 


N. Peter Rathvon, whose Motion 
Picture Capital Corp. has financed 
six films for distribution through 
Eagle Lion Classics, last week 
again denied reports that he’s dis- 
satisfied with the way the company 
has been handling his pix. Former 
RKO prez declared that every time 
he comes to New York “everybody 
hits him over the head_ with 
rumors that his association with 
ELC is an unhappy one.” 


Although seotehing the reports, 
Rathvon nevertheless’ intimated 
that he may switch to some other 
distrib. In the past ELC has re- 


leased such Rathvon-backed pix as 
“Déstination Moon,” “The Torch,” 
“The Great Rupert,” “The Sun- 
downers” and “High Lonesome.” 


‘ 


Financier’s deal with ELC is on a 


per-picture _ basis. As yet, he 
added, no contracts have been 
signed for “Happy-Go-Lovely,” a 
Vera Ellen starrer, only still-un- 
released film on his schedule. 
Rathvon has no film produetion 
plans at the moment aside from 
scrutinizing a number of scripts 


and talking with several producers. 
At present he’s more interested in 
scouting what he can do further in 
the field of vidfilm production. 
MPCC chief said he has no specific 
intentions in regard to reports that 
he may do a picture in Spain in 
association with Floyd B. Odlum, 
head of Atlas Corp. 

Despite his uncertainty on what 


tack his Spanish plans will take, 
Rathvon declared that he would 
like to lens in Spain. For, he 


added, that country is one of the 
few European nations whose own 
film industry hasn’t been swamped 
as yet by American’ producers. 
Exec disclosed that he'll have 
frozen funds there shortly after 
returns from his picture are tallied 
up. 


| Rathvon Vidpix 


U—— Continued from page 3 




















was effected; George Weller, the 
Chicago Daily News reporter on 
whose story the film was _ based; 


Budd Schulberg, who scripted, and 
others associated with the project. 
Budget Limits 

Rathvon declined to break down 
the film’s budget, but it’s known 
to have cost about $30,000. Since 
live telecasts in the “Pulitzer” 
series have ranged from $25,000 to 


$30,000, Rathvon said that should | 


prove that a vidfilm can be pro- 
duced for about the same budget 
as alive show. He noted that none 
of those associated with the pic- 


ture, including co-stars Brian Don- | 


levy and Gene Raymond, earned 
as much as they would have for a 
theatrical film. But, he said, the 
comparison, if one is to be made, 
must be between a film produced 
for TV and a live TV show, rather 
than between such a film and an- 
other picture produced for theatri- 
cal distribution. 

Producer said ‘Mate’ was 
brought in on a five-day shooting 
schedule, with the edited negative 
available eight days after the 
lensing was completed. Film was 
lensed the same as any standard 
theatrical film, except. that the 
lighting supervisor provided more 
shading and contrast to meet the 
requirements of TV. Entire pro- 
duction was lensed within the con- 
fines of a submarine, he revealed, 
which necessarily restricted most 
of the camera shots to closeups. 


Rathvon expressed his intention. 


to continue producing films for TV, 
but said he has no plans ready to 


disclose at this. time. While 
“Mate” was contracted for prior 
to the production, he intimated 


that his company may Start turn- 
ing out other vidfilms on a specu- 
lative basis, finishing them in audi- 
tion form and then trying to sell 
them to sponsors and agencies. He 
revealed, though, that since his 
company first announced its inten- 
tions ot producing films for TV, he 
has been swamped by indie pro- 
ducers who have an idea but no 
capital to turn out a pilot film for 
their projected series. 





Brattle’s 4-week Pic Policy 
Boston, Dec. 26. 
The Brattle Theatre Co., local 
resident legit group, has skedded 
a series of arty films during the 
four-week hiatus between their 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Some 68% of all feature-length films approved by the Production 
Code Administration in 1949 were based upon original stories, accord- 
,ing to figures cited by Paula Seligman in an analysis of the field in 


the current issue of Writers’ Journal. 


Formerly with Paramount’s 


story department, Miss Seligman heartens budding scripters with the 
observation that “companies frequently purchase plot material from 


unpublished fiction. 


And this really indicates that the motion picture 


market for material is larger than the picture credits indicate.” 
Tagged “Original Stories for Movies,” the Seligman piece statistic- 
ally probes the story origin of Hollywood pix over a 10-year period via 


figures supplied by the PCA. 


Best year for writers of originals was 


1943 when 74.8% of all PCA approved films stemmed from that source, 
Low point was in 1939 when only 56.390 were consumed. Studio story 
departments, incidentally, have been leaning toward originals with re- 
newed interest in recent months, especially Warners and 20th-Fox. 


Best picture of 1950 was Paramount’s “Sunset Boulevard,” 


according 


ta the Committee on Exceptional Films of the National Board of Re- 


view. Runners-up: “All About 


Eve” 


“The Men” (UA), “Edge of Doom” (RKO), “12 O’Clock High” 


(20th), “Asphalt Jungle” ‘M-G), 


20th), 


“Panic in the Streets” (20th), “Cyrano de Bergerac” (UA), “No Way 


Out” (20th) and “Stage Fright” (WB). 


the year’s best are “The Titan,” 
Man,” “Kind Hearts 


and Coronets” 


Five foreign imports chosen as 
“Tight Little Island,” “The Third 
and “Paris 1900.” Laurels for 


“best acting’ went to Gloria Swanson (“Sunset Boulevard’) and Alee 


Guinness (“Kind Hearts’). 


John Huston copped the committee’s acco- 


lade for “best director’ of 1950 for his work in “Asphalt Jungle.” 


Actress Sarah Churchill and 


her 


photographer-husband Anthony 


Beauchamp have “fallen in love with Hollywood and hope to make it 


our permanent home.” 
Beauchamp in a 
McCall's mag. 


time Prime Minister, she recently 


Couple’s residential aims were disclosed 
picture-profile of 
Titled “My Wife Sarah Churchill,” the piece was both 
written and photographed by her spouse. 


by 


his wife in the January issue of 
Daughter of Britain's ware 


made ‘Royal Wedding” for Metro, 

















production-distribution. They may 
not separate so as to have the 
brothers in the management of 
both fields. 

The Warners reported that they 
own 18° of the company’s out- 
standing common stock, with mem- 
bers of the families holding an- 
other 6°. The brothers and their 
families must dispose of their stock 
within 27 months in one or the 
other of the successor companies. 
In the event they cannot obtain 
a fair price in that time they must 
turn control of their stock in one 
of the new companies to a court- 
appointed voting trustee. 

The two new companies must op- 
erate completely independently of 
each other, with no common of- 
ficers, directors, employees. or 
agents, and the theatre circuit may 
not include among its officers and 
directors anyone connected with 
another theatre circuit unless ap- 
proval of the U. S. Attorney Gen- 
eral is obtained. After court ap- 
proval, the decree rust be present- 
ed within 90 days for approve! of 
the Warner stockholders. 

After 27 months, the officers, di- 
rectors and employees of the old 
company will be enjoined from 
working for more than one of the 
two successor companies, or from 
interfering in any way with the suc- 
cessor company with which they 
are not connected. While they, like 
the Warners, will acquire stock in 
both new companies, they will be 
required to sell out holdings in the 
company with which they are not 
connected, although they are given 
up to one year to sell. This pro- 
vision does not apply to those who 
own only 1% or less of the com- 
pany stock. 


Different Provision 

The divestiture section of the 
negotiated decree, with its nu- 
merous provisions for conditional 
divestitures—depending upon the 
competition in various situations 
next year and in the next 
years—is radically different from 
anything included in other de- 
~erees, where the divestitures in 
closed situations were all positive. 
The decree includes a string of 
trade practices similar to those 
provided in the Paramount and 
RKO decrees. 
The trade 


~ 


provisions for the 
Warners’ production - dist ribution 
company and its successor com- 
pany enjoin Warners from: 

1. “Granting any license in 
which minimum prices for admis- 
sion to a theatre are fixed by the 
parties,” by any means including 
arbitration. 

2. “Any deal with exhibitors or 
other distributors to maintain a 
system of clearances. 

3. “Granting any clearances be- 
tween theatres not in substantial 
competition.” 

4. “Granting or enforcing any 
clearance against theatres in sub- 
stantial competition with the thea- 
tre receiving the license for exhi- 
bition, in excess of what is reason- 
ably necessary to protect the li- 
censee in the run granted. When 
any clearance provision is at- 
jtacked as not legal, 


20 


ers. 


five | 


, additional 


Warner Proposed Decree 


Continued from page 3 








shall be upon the distributor to 
sustain the legality thereof.” 

5. “From further performing 
any existing franchise to which 
it is a party and from making any 
franchise in the future, except for 


‘the purpose of enabling an inde- 


pendent exhibitor to operate a 
theatre in competition with a thea- 
tre affiliated with a defendant (any 
of the Big Five), or with theatres 
in new circuits which may be 
formed as a result of divorcement 
provided for in judgments entered 
in this cause.” 

6. “From making of further per- 


‘forming any formula deal or master 


agreement to which it is a party.” 

7. “From performing or entere 
ing into any license in which the 
right to exhibit one picture is cone 
ditioned upon the licensee’s taking 
one or more other features. To 
the extent that any of the features 
have not been tradeshown prior to 
the granting of the license for more 


‘than a single feature, the licensee 


shall be given the right to reject 
of such features...” 
8. “From licensing any feature 


for exhibition upon any .un in any 
'theatre in any other manner than 


that each license shall be offered 


and taken, theatre by theatre, sole- 
ly upon the merits, and without 
| discrimination in favor of affiliated 


theatres, 


” 


circuit theatres or oth- 
Further Explained 

Warner Bros. is further enjoined 
from making any pooling agree- 
ments, or from performing or en- 
forcing any existing franchises, 
formula deals or master agree- 
ments. It is also enjoined from 
agreements under which parties 
can't acquire theatres in a com- 
petitive area without first offering 
such theatres for inclusion in an 
operating pool, or from leasing the- 
atres to other of the Big Five anti- 
trust defendants, or from leasing to 
an independent for a whare of the 
profits. 

Warners is enjoined from ac- 
quiring any interest in any the- 
atre jointly with another defend- 
ant company or with successor come 
panies to any of the Big Five «nti- 
trust defendants. Until divesti- 
ture and divorcement are carried 
out, WB may acquire additional 
theatres only as replacements in 
the same neighborhood or in re- 
newing leases on wholly operated 
theatres, or in getting a replace- 
ment for a theatre who: lease is 
lost. 

After divorcement, the new the- 
atre* company must acquire new 
theatres under the same terms, un- 
less the Federal court finds that an 
acquisition would not 
unduly restrain competition. WB 
is enjoined “from operating, book- 
ing cr buying features fo any of its 
theatres through any agent who is 
known by it to be also acting in 
such manner for any other exhibi- 
tor, independent or affiliate,” or 
“from making any agreemen. which 
restricts the right of any other ex- 
hibitor to acquire a motion picture 
theatre” or from acquirin an in- 
terest in any theatre with any ac- 


,tual or potential independent ex- 
the burden | hibitor.” 
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TRADE SHOW 

















JANUARY 8 


ALBANY 

Warner Screening Room 

79 N. Pearl St. * 12:30 P.M, 
BOSTON 

RKO Screening Room 

122 Arlington St. * 2:30 P.M, 
BUFFALO 

Paramount Screening Room 
464 Franklin St. * 2:00 P.M 


CHICAGO 

Warner Screening Room 

1307 So. Wabosh Ave. * 1:30 P.M. 
CINCINNATI 

RKO Polace Th. Screening Room 
Poloce Th. Bldg. €. 6th + 8:00 P.M 
CLEVELAND 

Warner Screening Room 

2300 Poyne Ave * 8:30 P.M, 


DENVER 

Poramount Screening Room 

2100 Stout St. * 2:00 P.M. 

DES MOINES 

Puramount Screening Room 

1125 High St. * 12:45 P.M, 
DETROIT 

Film Exchange Buiiding 

2310 Coss Ave. * 2:00 P.M. 
INDIANAPOLIS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
326 No. Illinois $t. * 1:00 P.M. 
KANSAS CITY 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1720 Wyandotte St. * 1:30 P.M. 
LOS ANGELES | 
Warner Screening Room | 
2025 $. Vermont Ave. * 2:00 P.M. 

MILWAUKEE 

Warner Theatre Screening Room 

212 W. Wisconsin Ave. * 2:00 P.M. 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Warner Screening Room 

1000 Currie Ave. * 2:00 P.M. 

NEW HAVEN 
Warner Theatre Projection Room 
70 College St. * 2:00 P.M. 


NEW YORK 
Home Office 
321 W. 44th St. * 2:30 P.M. 
OMAHA 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1502 Davenport St. + 1:00 P.M, 
PHILADELPHIA 

Warner Screening Room 

230 No. 13th St. * 2:30 P.M 


PITTSBURGH 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1715 Blvd. of Allies * 1:30 P.M, 
PORTLAND 

J Jewel Box Screening Room 
1947 WLW. Kearnoy St. © 2:00 P.M. 


























































































































SALT LAKE 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
216 East 'st South * 2:00 P.M. 
SAN FRANCISCO 


NORTH-SOUTH -EAST-WEST JANUARY 17 ov cones, 


SEATTLE 
Jewel Box Screening Room 
2318 Second Ave. * 10.30 AM, 
$T. LOUIS 
Senco Screening Room 
3143 Olive St. * 1:00 P.M. 
WASHINGTON 
a Warner Theatre Building 
i ec essere eon A the scenes gi near, ed grey 13th & E. Sts. WW. + 10:30 AM, 
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ROGERS - REAGAN - DAY - COCHRAN 


PRODUCED BY DIRECTED BY 


AR N NG JERRY WALD STUART HEISLER 
Written by Daniet Fuchs’and Richard Brooks 
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called MacMillen. who reversed 
field on the Winikus appointment 
rather than get involved in a “fam- 
ily’’ squabble. 

When given this word by Mac- 


Millen, LeSieur is understood ta 
have indicated he wouldn’t take 
the ELC job unless Winikus was 


also hired. This was in line with 
the promise the ELC topper report- 
edly him originally that he’d 
be permitted to run the department 
and its personnel without interfer- 

several confabs 


gave 


ence Following 
with MacMillen, and on the urging 
of Winikus, LeSieur later agreed 
to take the post 

Winikus is now understood hud- 


dling with several ad agencies and 
other companies on a job. The ad 
managership at ELC is currently 
held by Jones Arnold. 

LeSieur takes the spot held by 
Leon Brandt since May, 1949, when 
Brandt succeeded Max E. Young- 
stein. The new ELC pub-ad chief 
takes over Jan. 2. 

Meantime, Brandt is understood 
to be well advanced with negotia- 
tions to join a new indie film dis- 
trib. Department at ELC is being 
administered in the interim period 
by Paul MacNamara, former Selz- 
nick Releasing Organization pub-ad 
chief, who now is working for indie 
producer N. Peter Rathvon. Latter 
releases through ELC. MacNamara 
has been serving MacMillen as an 
unofficial adviser on publicity and 
advertising. 

UA’s situation in regard to a pub- 
ad chief was unresolved as of yes- 
terday. Winikus, as No. 2 man in 
the department, would have been 
in normal succession to take over 
for LeSieur. 


However, Sears or UA prexy 
Frank L. McNamee made no new 


appointment. Department was be- 
ing operated by Mori Krushen, field 
exploitation topper, and Al Tamar- 
in, publicity director. They have 
been told by Sears to continue as 
heretofore, but to report directly 
to him. There’s no pressure, since 
there’s no new product in sight. 

A couple of reps of producers 


~ LeSieur In ELC Tangle 


! 
Continued from page 5 | 





quick to point out last week that | 
releasing contracts provide for UA | 
maintaining an “adequate” pub- 


\licity department. They said they 


did not consider it adequate with- 
out a pub-ad and an ad director. 

LeSieur was with UA for almost 
16 years. He came there from the 
Hanff-Metzger advertising agency 
(now Buchanan & Co.) as advertis- 
ing production manager. Series of 
promotions ended with his appoint- 
ment to the top spot when Paul 
N. Lazarus was promoted to assist- 
ant to Sears, then prez, two and 
one-half years ago. 








| TOA Feeler’ | 


cammumn CoNtinued from page 5 


vote, numerically. That Allied 
would hold still for this was not 
seen by tradesters as much of a 
possibility. 

Meeting of the full COMPO 
board, called by prexy Ned E. 
Depinet for Jan. 11-12, consequent- 
slated to be called upon to 
consider some alternatives which 
would be mutually agreeable. Idea 
being discussed in trade circles 
would provide for divisional rep- 
resentation on the COMPO board 
This, for voting purposes, would 
divide TOA and Allied into di- 
visions, instead of regional units, 
similarly as the distribs operate on 





1\ iS 


the basis of territories. It was 
said both TOA and Allied under 
this plan could have an _ equal 


number of reps on the COMPO 
board from the eastern sector, the 
mideast, south, southwest and 
west. 

In any event, the Jan. 11-12 con- 
clave is likely to result in either a 
final TOA break from COMPO, or 
a compromise which will mean the 
“all-industry” group actually will 
be all-embracing. Both Depinet 
and Ted R. Gamble, latter as head 
of the TOA committee which has 
been negotiating a settlement plan 
with COMPO, said they are “hope- 
ful” the differences will be 
patched up. 


Record Playdates But 


Lower Rentals in ’50 - 


For 20th Due to Slump 


Twentieth-Fox sales department 
will wind up 1950 with the 
paradoxical situation of having 
achieved a record number of play- 
dates and contracts but with lower 
rentals than it scored in 1949. Re- 
sponsible, according to 20th execs, 
is the nationwide slump suffered 
by the boxoffice during the last 12 
months, coupled with the fact that 
20th’s fiscal year for 1949 was 
based on 53 weeks’ earnings, while 


for 1950 it will include only 52 
weeks. 
Company this year racked up 


45.000 more playdates than in 1949 
and sold 26,000 more contracts 
Sales department was able to do 
this, it was said, because 20th en- 
tered 1950 with the smallest back- 
log in its history of pictures that 
hadn't yet been played off. As a 
result, sales staffers throughout 
the country were able to concen- 
trate on lining up dates for the 
new releases and could almost for- 
get about pushing the carryovers 
from 1949. 


Hughes RAO | 


i——— Continued from page 5 














” 


shares at the “right price,” it also 
was pointed out that the circuit’s 
profits have fallen off considerably 
in the past year. Estimates in the 
trade are that the chain, as a sep- 
arate unit, promises to show a net 
of $1,500,000 for 1950. Major’s pro 
forma statements reported the 
theatre company had a profit of 


$4.500,000 in 1949. If the estimates 
prove correct, obviously Odlum 
would scale downward his ap- 


praisal of the circuit’s value. 

In any event it was clear that 
Odlum intends to press the option 
issue, possibly to the extent of a 
court battle. When Harry Brandt 
recently was negotiating for the 
theatre stock, Hughes agreed that 
if a deal could have been reached, 
he would indemnify Brandt against 
any losses growing from the dif- 
ferences with Odlum. 
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50 Earnings 








basis for the seven companies will 
be about $13.75. That compares 
with $33.67 in 1946 and $34.04 in 
the alltime top year in this cate- 
gory, 1943. Figure in 1940 was 
$13.87, about the same as at pres- 
ent; $12.65 in 1935 and $18.91 in 
1929-30. 


Cash dividends—another index 
naturally close to the heart of 
stockholders—are less than half 


what they were in the big year of 
1946, but more than twice as boun 
tiful as in 1940 or 1935 and less 
than two-thirds as big as in 1929-30. 
Current year will see a composite 
dividend for the seven companies 
of $7.25. In 1946 it was $13.05, 
while in 1940 the figure was $3.45 
and in 1935 $3.50. The 1929-30 
boom pericd saw an $11.75 annual 
payoff to the shareholders. 

Net earnings follow the grosses 
only in a general sort of way. They 
hit their peak during the 1945-46 
semester, a year prior to the top- 
grossing year, and then started to 
decline. What started to drive the 
earnings down in 1946 was the in- 
crease in production costs. Amor- 
tization of high-cost films took its 
toll and wasn’t checked until the 
major economies of 1947 and 1948 
were reflected in an upturn of nets 
in 1949. Big slough in grosses, 
meantime, started to bite in from 
the other end and pushed the net 
down this year. 

The net earnings are as follows: 


LEE 34 6a SES ae $51,375,992 
1DSS .nccccsscccgeces 16,330,018 
LOST wc cccccccccccces 37,018,398 
BOSE ..cccccccccccens 21,583,616 
1939 ...cccee Tere 19,486,242 
ere eecccccees - 19,391,228 
1941 .cccccsoces ° 34.446 ,547 
1942 ..... Tererr rer 49,738,468 
TUES 404005 ve ceeeen en 59,674,178 
1944 .ccccccccces ° 59,319,228 
1945 ..ccccccccsees 62,874,011 
TOE] .nacccccccccccce 119,405,749 
1947 wccccccccecs oes 86,893,425 
1948 ..cccccccccccese 49,034,465 
i MPPrrerererrret er 52,055,462 
| re aera were ee *50,500,000 


Grosses over the past 20 years 
followed pretty much the economic 











distributing through UA _ were 
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out of 10 Screen Stars use lets Tatton Soap — 


reS a "PAGAN LOVE. SONG?, 





As an exotic beauty of the 


she’s bewitching in her 


latest picture. Her skin is lovely as the 

#} hibiscus flower she wears in her hair. 
“Gentle Lux Soap care,” says Esther, 
“keeps my complexion right for the 
close-ups. I wouldn’t neglect it.”? Try these 
facials screen stars recommend. Smooth the 
creamy lather well in, rinse, pat with a 
towel to dry. Lux Soap’s active lather does 
the trick! Skin takes on fresh new beauty— 
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| pattern of the nation and the world. 
|They were high in the boom era, 
|declined during the depression, 
| spurted a bit during the comeback 
|of 1937-38 and then declined until 
| the war began to give them a real 
push. 


Gross income for the seven com- 
panies is as follows: 


SE Sb-k4a0 seen *$500,000,000 
Seen 3406 esaeene eoee 401,241,723 
EOE? sé vtciinws cescecee 479,466,566 
ESSE ccccccce ecccccee 486,311,832 
1939 ..cccccccccsecece 478,520,879 
i errr eoccccee 498,256,110 
EWER cacccvccer . 489,096,003 
BOGE Kesesecocecds «» 977,649,144 
GES vecccesvecesee -» 751,856,669 
FORE oeceeuse eooccce 611,000,400 
1945 .cccccccccccccs 841,781,756 
1946 .ccccccccccccce 928,329,780 
)  (errrere eccccees 954,006,264 
Lo eee escccsecoe 911,330,042 
i ere Geeceeees 865,044 828 
1950 *836,328,000 


Per-share earnings of the majors 
are somewhat trickier to figure 
than other statistical indices, since 
they are affected by the stock splits 
which have been made by a num- 
ber of companies. Here are the 
figures, however, as closely as they 
can be tallied: 


SI A ate isin se Aaw $18.91 
MEG 449 CA 0CG Sawada a Gee ae 12.65 
PEE 105 506404604008 6-0008 13.44 
POO 42840 004050408408 ° 3.63 
1939 ee eeeae rrr 8.23 
1940 TEYTETUL CT eT ee 
BOE «anes rere veals 23.63 
POEe 45008 paaetealed rer 28.23 
1943 ee ee ere re - 34.04 
Se «46546405400 000 hecnee Dea 
Uo aa ere veer ocece ‘Saae 
1946 TEeCTCere rer. Ce eee 
1947 eeeee 666000008 “SOO 
Pee Canes errr were 7.64 
| ae ee :0e0ees ween 13.18 
DO hi nivactsceameaehands *13.74 

Dividend payments reveal. of 


course, the payoff to the stockhold- 
ers. In addition to the cash divvies, 
which are tabulated below, some 
companies, particularly Columbia, 
have at various times passed out 
stock dividends. 

Composite cash dividends for the 
seven companies are as follows: 


PE “Se secekenew eee cs $11.75 
GSS .. cwccccese pavers ‘ 3.50 
.., eT erreeee ce cececs 11.50 
1938 eee seccccoces 6.10 
1939 ecccssoce oe ° 3.65 
1940 ..ccces sevceces 3.45 
1941 ce cecececccece 3.90 
BOO ccsesesecsens eovece 5.80 
1943 eee cesegeececere 8.60 


| err rrer rer rer ree 6.3714 

L. Sa rerrrr rere rr ls. 

DOES 66540 546450400400006% . BIO 

1948 erreerecr err 8.25 

1949 wreree reer 7.00 

Sr gee rarer piaeeiaws 7.25 
* Estimated. 
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Prexy of Samuel Goldwyn Produc- 
tions was rumored for the spot sev- 
eral weeks ago. 

If owners Mary Pickford and 
Charles Chaplin accept Grinieff's 
plan it entails initially the de- 
‘parture of the present manage- 
ment, which took over last July. 
Paul V. McNutt, who has drawn 
no money from the company, could 
Stay on on that basis as chairman 
of the board if he desired. Gri- 
'nieff’s aim, however, is to eliminate 
| prexy Frank L. McNamee, who has 
been drawing $1,000 a week, and 
| treasurer Max Kravetz, who has 
been drawing $650. Grad Sears is 
,contemplated continuing as sales 
chief. 

Miss Pickford met with McNa- 
mee last week, but there have been 
| no tangible results evident as yet. 
It is thought likely there will be 
action of some sort within a matter 
of days, since it is now becoming 
imperative. Company’s losses are 
mounting dangerously. 

There appears to be no other 
succor on the horizon aside from 
that offered by Grinieff. That’s why 
that while prospects of his success 
in making a deal appeared slim a 
few weeks ago, they are now mod- 
erately good, according to well-in- 
formed sources. He claims to be 
seeking nothing for himself at the 
moment but to help UA. If he can 
help it over the present hurdle and 
| then bring in money to put it on 
;a@ permanent route to success, as 
he plans, he hopes eventually to 
be given foreign distribution of at 
least some of UA’s product. 
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Clips from Film Row 





Music’ Lusty $14,000, 
Det.; ‘Harvey’ Rousing 
126, ‘Dallas’ Good 206 


Detroit, Dec. 26. 








NEW YORK pigs 5 — simultaneously | 
Detroit syndicate, headed _ by | ‘On peter toned bids Bennie | 
Benjamin Fenton, bought Film| Berger landed “Halls of Monte-| 


Center Building on Ninth avenue | 


ma” for his downtown Gopher, 
from interests led by the Bonded = a 


now playing “A” first-run pix in 


a. . a .) t ; Fe 
Film Storage Co, a tenant 1”) opposition to Paramount and RKO 
structure. Premises were immedi-| Qipoyits 
ately leased back for a term of 14 Bennie Berger off on South 


years to a new group called the 
Film Center Co. 

Twentieth-Fox veepee Al Licht- 
man and ad manager Jonas Rosen- 
field, Jr., returned to the home- 
office over the weekend following 
huddles with Coast execs. 


DALLAS 


Paul Short expected back here | 
Jan. 15 to resume his position as} (Contributions by downtown pic 
division manager for National | houses to the Mayor's fund for 
Screen Service, headquartering | Christmas decorations on streets, 
here. He held this post before the | puildings and the Boston Common 
war and his service in the Navy. | have paid off nicely with a wel- 
Since 1946, he has been in Holly- | egme spurt of biz, especially over 
wood making pics. Short once was! weekends. Many out-of-towners 
manager for Interstate Theatres in 


American tour. 

Alvin Stern, son of Al Stern, 
RKO office manager, in armed 
services for second time after serv- 
ing 18 months in Japan. 

W. R. Frank, circuit owner and 
film producer, in from Hollywood 
|to spend holidays with family. 


BOSTON 


drive in to looksee the sights and 

Dallas. while here drop in to a downtown 
For second consecutive year, theatre. Promoted by Sam Pinans- 
exhibitors throughout the state ki and Martin Mullin at sugges- 


will join forces in a theatre cam- tion of Mayor Hynes, houses con- 


paign for polio stricken Texans. | tributed with little expectation of 
Funds will go to the Gonzales | reaping any sizable benefits. 


Warm Springs Foundation, Texas’ Mr. and Mrs. Ray Canavan and 


own polio treatment center. A+ Mr. and Mrs. Larry Laski, E. M. 
special trailer featuring Texas, Loew circuit bigwigs, spending 
Governor Allen Shivers and pa- Christmas holidays in Miami. 


tients from Gonzales home will be 
shown in theatres Dec. 24-30. 


Scollay Square theatre shuttered 
with chances of reopening very 

Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Groves sold Slim, at least under same manage- 
their 800-seat Queen theatre in | Ment. 


Houston to Jensen Theatre Corp., | 
SAN FRANCISCO 


for about $125,000. 
Ralph Amacher, formerly Eagle 


Austin police arrested a man | 
there on a charge of robbing the 

i\Lion Classics’ Portland branch 
|manager, is new head of local ex- | 


Carver theatre in that city. 


change replacing Sam Sobel, re- 
MINNEAPOLIS |signed. Salesman Barry Green- 
Instead of usual Thursday open- berg becomes assistant manager. | 


ing for “West Point Story,” RKO- Meanwhile, S. F. Powers moves up 
Orpheum preemed it Saturday (23) from salesman in Portland to take 
to escape as much as possible of VF Amacher’s old post there. 
pre-Christmas box-office lull A gala charity preem for “Mr. 
. a nee hag Music” accompanied by personal 
W. R. Frank's West Twins, sub- appearances of Hollywood names 
urban house, varying its usual two and local fanfare. marked reopen- 
to three changes weekly policy to ing of the United Artist at Rich- 
= King Solomon’s Mines” seven /mond, nearby suburb. The United 
aot laa ean ang. | Artist, formerly the Fox, is largest 
Musi — eer 6 oe for ““Mr. | house there. Preem coin will go to 
usic will find it playing 20 of 'the Children’s Hospital of East Bay. 
Acquisition of Paramount here 
will take the circuit into its fourth 
State. 












CHICAGO 


Manta-Rose circuit is reopening 
remodeled 1,200-seat Elko in Elk- 
hart, Ind. 

Film attorney Seymour Simon 
| planed 
| Markoy Theatre circuit anti-trust 
case against majors. 

Max Roth, Realart Films head, 
rehatched ancient handbill distri- 
bution idea for exhibs playing 
Realart reissues. Circulars link 
photos of scantily clad femmes to 
retitled films. 

Edward F. Lane ..nd Roy Barnby 
of Greater Union Theatres of Aus- 
tralia in‘ town this week lookseeing 
Chi distribution. 

Hal Pearlman, who formerly op- 
erated trailer service in Milwau- 
kee, joined T‘ational Screen Serv- 
ice here as salesman. 

Balaban & Katz acquired Palace, 
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only one 











\ The entire blockfront 
\i\ of ocean-privacy 
i 40th to 41st Sts. 

\ COMPLETELY 
AIR-CONDITIONED 
Reservations, 
Walter Jacobs 


Wine 


~~. MIAMI BEACH 


=: 
















Times, Midway and Auburn in 
Rockford, Ill. Chain purchased 
— theatres from local op Willard 





Van Matre, who is left with opera- 
tion of Coronado theatre. 


KANSAS CITY 


Durwood circuit reopened 


4 ENGINE. DOUGLAS. 0C-4S 
Direct from La Guardia and Newark 
| NON STOP 


From $35 Curtis 


10% Discount 
on Return Trip 


SRR catirornias] 


1 Way 1 STOP 


Flys 










its 


with a policy of double bills, first 
subsequent-run. Theatre was shut- 
tered for several months. Bayard 
Grant of the home office, is han- 
dling the house temporarily. 

The Paramount, downtown 
major first-run, changes hands with 


CHICAGO $24 













Return 


ORTH AMERICAN 
“AIRLINES 


Free Ticket Del’y, Irr. Flights, plus tax 
BRyant 9-6492 

503 Sth Ave. (Ent. 42nd St.) Suite 100 

BROOKLYN BRONX 

UL 5-3888 LU 4-0607 


Hotel St. George 2488 Gr. Concourse 
Clark Street (FordhamRd) Rot 328 


United Paramount. Tri-States, the 
A. H. Blank circuit, takes over on 
Dec. 30° operation continuing es- 
sentially as it has in the past, show- 
ing Paramount product and half of 
Warner releases. 


LOS ANGELES 


Realart Pictures will reissue five 
Universal oldies, starting in Jan- 
uary. 

Arthur Greenblatt. 
| ager for 

















; sales man- 
Lippert Pictures, ap- 











OUTDOOR 
REFRESHMENT 
SERVICE 
from Coast 
to Coast 
over '/, Century 


Refreshment exchange. 

Service for | Fox West Coast reopened two 
DRIVE - IN film houses, the El Portal in San 
THEATRES {| Fernando Valley and Fox Yuma in 

A | Yuma, after remodelling jobs. 

Dike. | Monogram apvointed Jack Felix 
werra manager of its Portland exchange 
to succeed the late William Grant. 


SPORTSERVICE® CORP: 
SPORTSERVICE BLDG.#* BUFFALO, N. Y 





to Coast to huddle on. 


Roxy in downtown sector recently | 


Tri-States Theatres taking from | 


| pointed Joseph Engel branch man- | 
ager of company’s Philadelphia 


As usual, biz is perking up in 
the post-Christmas rush for enter- 
tainment. and relaxation. ‘For 
Heaven's Sake” is shaping okay at 
the Fox. “Dallas” looks good if not 
sock at the Michigan. “Mr. Music” | 
is making smooth music at the} 
Adams, big for this spot. In its} 
fifth week, “King Solomon's | 
Mines” is still digging a steady 
total. 

Estimates for This Week | 


Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 70-95)— | 





“For Heaven’s Sake” (20th) and | 
“Adam and Evalyn” (U). Oke} 
$32,000. Last week, “Two Flags 


West” (20th) and “Eye. Witness” 
(EL), $18,000. ! 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
70-95)—"“Dallas” (WB) and ‘‘Cock- 
eyed Wonder” (Col). Good $20,000. 
Last week, “Breakthrough” (WB) 
and “Revenue Agent” (Col), 
$16,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)— 
“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) (5th 
wk). Steady $10,000. Last week, | 
fancy $12,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95)— | 
“Kansas Raiders” (U) and “Girl | 
in My Heart” (Mono). Trim $12,000. 
Last week, “Hamlet” (U), $5,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,900; 70- 
95)—"“‘Harvey” (U). Rousing $12,- 
000 or over. Last week, “Under- | 
cover Girl’ (U), $7,000. | 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 


} 


| 


“Mr. Music” (Par). Fancy $14.000. 

Last week, “Two Weeks With 

Love” (M-G) (2d wk), $8,000. 
Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 


95)—“‘Never Dull Moment” (RKO) 
and “Palooka Squared Circle” 
(Mono). Slow $9,000. Last week, 
“Ravaged Earth” (Indie), $7,000. 








BOSTON 


(Continued from page 8) 


1-1000” (Mono) and “California 
Passage” (Rep), same. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“For Heaven’s Sake” (20th). 
Opened Sunday (24). Started out 
fine. Last week, “Midnight and 
Dawn” (Col) and “Last of Buc- 
caneers” (Col), oke $15,000. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40-85) 
—"Mr. Music” (Par) and “Chain 
Gang” (Col). Neat $18,000. Last 
week, “Tars and Spars” (Col) and 
“Thousand, One Nights” (Col) (re- | 


| issues), fair $13,000. 


Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Right Cross” (M-G) and ‘O’Mal- 
ley and Malone” (M-G). Fair $13,- 
1000. Last week, ‘Mutiny on 
Bounty” (M-G) and “Day at Races” 
(M-G) (reissues), better than ex- 
| pected at $14,000. 
Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
_—‘Highway 301” (WB) and “Trail | 
‘of Robin Hood” (Rep). Oke $11,- | 
'000. Last week, “Southside 1-1000” 


‘(Mono) and ‘California Passage” | 
| (Rep), same. 
| State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 


“Right Cross” (M-G) and “O'Malley 
and Malone” (M-G). Fair $8,500. 
Last week, “Mutiny on Bounty” 
(M-G) and “Day at Races” (M-G) 
' (reisues), $9,000. 


| | 
‘HARVEY’ IN 19 MINN. | 
SPOTS NEW YEAR’S EVE 


Minneapolis, Dec. 26. 

Minnesota Amuse. Co. (Para- 
mount circuit) is having what it 
calls a ‘‘New Year’s Eve Jamboree”’ | 
in 19 of its theatres, including the | 
Minneapolis Radio City and St. | 
Paul Paramount, at midnight on) 
| Dec. 31, offering a single advance | 
| Showing of “Harvey” at a boosted 
| $1 admission. 

Also, in 17 theatres, including 
the Minneapolis Radio City and 
St. Paul Paramount, the chain is 
opening “Mr. Music” as its regular 
New Year’s week attraction. 











Laurel to Make 4 In 


Following completion of Laurel 
Films’ “Double for Della” in New 
York today (Wed.), company prexy 
John Arent will announce four pic- 
tures for 1951, all to be done in/| 
|New York. Two of the quartet 
| will be based on originals, while | 
| the others are to be adapted from | 
| Stage plays. 





| Starring Janis Paige and Robert | 
Alda, “Della” was begun at the! 
| Fox Movietone News Studio, N. Y.., | 
_ about a month ago. Cast also in-| 
| cludes Jimmy Gleason, Lionel | 
Stander, Arnold Stang and the 
Three Suns. Al Green directed. 
_Laurel’s three other films also 
| were made entirely in New York. | 


| “Gilda” 


° ° | boxoffi ames, 
NY. in Coming Year over, Last week 


Picture Grosses 





PORTLAND, ORE. 


(Continued from page 8) 
85)— “Mrs. O’Malley and Mr. 


Malone” (M-G) and “Johnny One-, 


Eye” (UA). Solid $10,000. Last 
week, “Milkman” (U) and “Trail 
Robin Hood” (Rep), $9,000, 


‘Solomon’ Huge $15,000, 
Denver; ‘Music’ Big 136 


Denver, Dec. 26. 
*“Solomon’s Mines” is packing the 





Broadway this session with new 


Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)|record set for opening day and 


—“So Young’ (UA) and “Silk 
Noose” (UA). So-so $5,000. Last 
week, “West Point Story” (WB) 
and “Hotrod” (Mono) 


$5,600. 


(m.0.), | fancy at 
being held over. 


likely for week. ‘Mr. Music” also 
is big enough to win holdover at 
Denham. “Pagan Love’ Song,” 
Orpheum, likewise is 
“For Heaven’s 


Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 50-|Sake” looms good in two houses, 


85)—“‘For Heaven’s Sake” (20th) 
and “Dark City” (Par), day-date 
with Orpheum. 


Blonde” (Col) (reissues), good 
$5,000. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 
50-85) —- “For Heaven’s Sake” 


(20th) and “Dark City” (Par), also 
Oriental. Fine $8,500. Last week, 
(Col) and ‘Platinum 
Blonde” (Col) (reissues), good 
$7,500. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,400; 
50-85)—“‘Breakthrough” (WB) and 
“Rookie Fireman” (Col). Fancy 
$11,000. Last week, “Fuller Brush 
Girl” (Col) and “Texan Meets 
Calamity Jane” (Col), okay $10,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (890; 50- 
85)\—“‘Two Weeks With 
(M-G). Huge $14,000. Last wee 
“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) 
(4th wk), big $9,300. 


‘MUSIC’ SMOOTH 196, 
D.C.; ‘DANCE’ $13,000 


Washington, Dec. 26. 

Dull thud of the nose-diving pre- 
Christmas biz offset much of the 
holiday gravy here this 
Mid-town takes. though better than 
recent weeks, shape about average. 
Of newcomers, “Mr. Music” at Pal- 
ace looks like leader, with ‘Let's 
Dance” at the Warner close on its 
heels. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew's) (2,434: 44-85)— 
“Watch the Birdie’ (M-G) plus 
vaude. Nice $23,000. but washout 
of vaude headliner Georgia Gibbs 
because of illness may have hurt. 
Last week, “Southside  1-1000” 
(Mono) plus vaude, $14.000. 

Dupont (Lopert) (378; 50-85)— 
“Bitter Rice” (Indie) (7th wk). 





Very steady $4,000 after $3,000 last | “Nicholas 


week. Holds. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1.939; 33-80)— 
“Mr. Lucky” (RKO) and 


round. | 


| 


with Orpheum. Good $4,500 ; Last | Breakthrough” (WB) and “Bandit 


Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 40-80)— 


Queen” (Lip), day-date with Ta- 
bor, Webber. Fine $4,000. Last 


|week, “High Lonesome” (EL) and 


| 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


Love” | Week, 
k. | “Call Klondike” (Mono), $10,000. 


“Torch” (EL), $4,500. 


Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 40- 
80) — “King Solomon’s Mines” 
(M-G). Smash $15,000. Last week, 


\““Next Voice’ (M-G) (2d wk), $3,500. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 40-80) 


\_“Mr. Music” (Par). Big $13,000. 


Last week, “Admiral Was a Lady” 
(UA), $8,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 40-80)— 
“For Heaven’s Sake” (20th) and 
“Savage Horde” (Rep), day-date 
with Esquire. Good $13,500. Last 
“Harriet Craig’ (Col) and 


Esquire (Fox) (742; 40-80)—‘For 
Heaven’s Sake” (20th) and “Savage 
Horde” (Rep), also Denver. Good 
$2,500. Last week, “Harriet Craig” 


(Col) and “Call Klondike” (Mono), 


| 


| 


$1,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 40-80)— 
“Pagan Love Song” (M-G) and 
“Experiment Alcatraz’ (RKO), 
Fine $13,000. Last week, ‘‘Under- 
world Story” (UA) and “Gunfire” 
(Lip), $9,000. 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 40-80)— 
“Fireball” (20th) and “Hit Parade 
1951” (Rep). Poor $5,000. Last 
week, “Breaking Point” (WB) and 
“Sensations” (Indie), $7,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 40-80) — 
“Southside 1-1000" (Mono) and 
“Spook Busters” (Mono). Good 
$3,000. Last week, on m.o. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 40-80) — 
“Breakthrough” (WB) and “Bandit 
Queen” (Lip), also Aladdin, Web- 
ber. Fine $5,000. Last week, 
“High Lonesome” (EL) and 
“Torch” (EL), fine $4,500. 

Vogue (Pike) (600; 60-74) — 
Nickleby” (U). Fair 
$2,000. Last week, on reissues. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 40-80 )— 


“Lady | “Breakthrough” (WB) and “Bandit 


Takes a Chance” (RKO) (reissues). | Queen” (Lip), also Tabor Aladdin, 


| Very thin $3,500, filling in gap be-| Nice $3,000. 


Last week, “High 


fore holiday opening of ‘‘Harvey”| Lonesome” (EL) and “Torch” (EL), 


(U). Last week, “Kansas Raiders” 
(U). slow $6,000. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,163: 
44-74) “Emergency Wedding” 
(Col) and “When You're Smiling” 
(Col). Fair $4,000. Last week, 
“Stage to Tucson” (Col) and 
“Cockeyed Wonder” (Col), same. 


Palace (Loew’s) (2.370; 44-74)— 
“Mr. Music” (Par). Firm $19.000 
to top town. Last week, “King 
Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) (3d wk), 
nice $11,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,164: 44-74)— 
“Let’s Dance” (Par). Brisk $13,- 


000. well above average of recent 
weeks. Last week, “Dark City” 
(Par), $8.000. 





MINNEAPOLIS 


(Continued from page 9) 
Grande” (Rep) (2d wk), satisfac- 
tory $3,200. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000: 50-70)— 
“For Heaven’s Sake” (20th). Cast 
names 
tomers but only okay $11,000 
looms. Last week, “Two Weeks 
With Love” (M-G) and stageshow 
headed by Mills Bros. and Ethel 
Smith, good $29,000 at 65-$1 scale, 
below hopes but still satisfactory 


| considering week-before-Christmas 


and weather conditions. . 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.890: 35- 
70\—“West Point Story” (WB). 
Top-notch musical has plenty of 
Nice $10,000 or 
over. Last week, “Gilda” (Col) and 
“Platinum Blonde” (Col), (reissues) 
split with “Between Midnight and 
Dawn” (Col) and “Last of Buccan- 
eers’” (Col), light $4,000. 

RKO-Pan (RXO) (1,600; 35-'70)— 
“Fighting Caravans” (Indie) and 
“Fighting Westerner” (Indie) (re- 
issues). Slow $4,500. Last week, 
“Breakthrough” (WB) (2d wk) split 
with “Abilene Town” and “Guns 
Ablazin’ ” (Indie) (reissues), $3,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)— 
“Cariboo Trail” (20th). Moderate 
$4,500. Last week, “Desert Hawk” 
(U), $5,500. 

World (Mann) (400; 50-85)— 
“Kind Hearts” (EL). Big $5,000, to 
— 9 e pae g grade. Last 
week, “Ecstasy” (Indie) (rei 
(2d wk), $1,800, Pe 





and picture should lure cus- | 





$3,000. 


New York Theatres 

















“CHRISTMAS 
EXTRAVAGANZA” 
A Joyous Revee of Mirth } 
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~ Why Columbia Waives the Rule — 


Most intriguing question posed to the industry last week was the 


otivating factor or factors that led to the unusual action of CBS, 


m 
as a private enterprise with no governmental affiliation, requiring 
a loyalty oath from its 2,500 employees. 

Some close to the Columbia picture saw a direct bearing on the 
action with the fact that CBS board chairman William S. Paley is 
in the process of returning to a wartime status as one of the Gov- 
ernment’s key communication men (some say he'll throw in his lot 
Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower when the latter takes over the 
Supreme Command of the Western European theatre.) 

Obviously this will require Paley getting an okay from the in- 
‘ ‘ative powers. To this end, it’s reasoned, the CBS organiza- 
tion would have to pass muster. Tipoff was seen in the wording 
of the communication to the CBS organization, which said: “We 
are asking each employee to answer the questions on the form 
attached, which we will keep confidential, unless at some future 
time the information is demanded by a governmental security 
agency. 

it's recalled all too vividly how Columbia, in projecting itself 
as the most liberal of all the networks in its thinking and pro- 
gramming during World War II, was branded by some, concedely 
unjustifiably as the “Red Network.” 

\pparently, goes the thinking, Paley is determined to erase any 
such stigma from here on in, now that he’s about to throw in his 


lot with the Government’s mobilization movement. 








Adam Hat Cancellation on Pearson 


Seen Tied in With McCarthy Fracas 


Adam Hats has notified the Wil-¢- 


liam Weintraub Agency tha. it has 
no intention of renewing its con- 
tract for sponsorship of Drew Pear- 
son after the expiration of the pres- 


ent pact on Feb. 1.- For his 15- 
minute Sunday afternoon at 6 seg- 
ment on ABC, Pearson has been 
drawing $4,500 a week for a num- 
ber of years, with Lee Hats having 


preceded Adam in picking up the 
tab 

Cancellation of Pearson is seen 
as a direct repercussion from the 
columnist - commentator’s recent 
*Battle of the Cloakroom” with Sen. 
Joseph MeCarthy some days back, 
although there is some evidence to 
suggest that the past year’s finan- 
cial statement of the hat company 
i also be a factor. (Company 

‘ntly changed prexies and 
turned the account over to Ward 
Wheelock instead of the Madison 


_ 


agency, although Weintraub still 
retains the radio end of the busi- 
ness.) 


The Sunday at 6 p.m. hard-hitting 
commentaries and slugging “predic- 
tions” 
national prominence. Intriguing to 
the trade is whether, in a period 
of increasing sensitivities and alert- 
ness. a national bankroller will play 
along with the 
See-them” Pearson technique. 

Adam company prexy issued a 
Statement over the weekend assert- 
ing the Pearson cancellation had in 
reality been decided upon several 
Weeks before the McCarthy alter- 
cation, which resulted in the latter 
( — for a boycott of the Adam 
product. 


Heller Quits CBS 


For Cowan Post 


er many weeks of negotiation 





Aft 


Which culminated in a contract a 
Couple of weeks ago, Robert P. 
Heller has submitted his resigna- 
tion as director of AM radio for 
CBS. to join the Louis G. Cowan 
Orsenization. Heller will move in- 
to the creative programming as- 
Pects of the Cowan setup, with an 
: (tty in the AM-TV shows he de- 
elops 

Me ler has been one of the key 
P v2ram aides at CBS under pro 
te veepee Hubbell Robinson, Jr. 


* lo moving into the No. 2 AM 
am spot at the web, he heade J 
Ne net’s wide-kudosed docu- 
Mentary unit. 


Stern’s New WNBC Show 


a | Stern takes over the Rich- 
“rc Harkness twice-weekly news 


pro 





oe WNBC, N. Y., with a youth- 
rd stanza on which he'll air 
fre ‘ings of famous sports events 
“7 NBC's files. 

Sarticin Which will be open for 
7... Pating spots, will be heard 
oe “ys and Thursdays at 11:15 
, ‘arting Jan. 9, 





have projected Pearson into | 


, proved the action. 
“call-all-shots-as-you- | 


ABC Buying Trendex 


On Experimental Basis 


Trendex, new 





ABC. 
on an experimental basis for three 
programs: one morning, one after- 
noon and one evening stanza. 

Trendex ratings are based on 14 
four-network cities, in all of which 
(except Denver) there is television 
competition. 


AFRA Authorizes 
WJW, Cleve., Strike 


Cleveland, Dec. 26. 
AFRA has authorized a strike 
at WJW when the current contract 
expires at the end of the month. 
The station local voted unani- 
mously to go on strike and at 
a general membership meeting, 
AFRA, by overwhelming vote, ap- 
Meanwhile, it 
is reported the station has dropped 
its demand for a 10% wage cut 

and elimination of talent fees. 
Negotiations are expected to 





continue this week with William | 


M. O'Neil, station president. 


rating organiza- ; 
tion, has gotten some business from | 
Web is buying the service | 


By BERT BRILLER 


Despite the great inroads tele- 
vision has made in the New York 
area, business for the Gotham out- 
lets has generally held up. 
ever, with 20-odd stations crowding 
the metropolis, competition has 
reached a feverish pitch, and there 
are signs of weakness in the situa- 
| tion. 

What has aided the N. Y. kilo 
watters is the upsurge of national 
spot biz. Many bankrollers who 
have splurged in video are turning 
| to selective campaigns to round out 

their coverage. Since many of the 

| sponsors feel network radio may 
give them ‘waste circulation,” 
they’re supplementing their TV 
budgets with pinpointing’ spot 
drives, from which the lucrative 
N. Y. market is benefiting. 

The Gotham outlets are also 
drawing relatively heavy coin from 
television manufacturers and re- | 
tailers. These are generally re- 
| garded as “soft accounts,” since 
they undermine the AM audience | 
and will taper off as the “ed 

| reaches the TV saturation point. 


Toppers in local radio, agency | 
heads and time-buyers who know | 
the N. Y. radio sweepstakes hand- 
cap the field in the following con- 
sensus: 


WOR: The Mutual key, despite 
video losses, is still a money nag. 
It probably has the biffgest gross 
of any AM station in the country, 
due to its large stable of local com- 
mercial programming (contrasted 
with the other web keys feeding 
sustainers or carrying more net air- 
| ers with their lower return). How- 
| ever, there is a plenitude of mail 
order biz which, some observers 
| feel, indicates slipping. 

WNBC: The NBC entry, stress- 

ing a new local emphasis under the 
aegis of Ted Cott, has had record 
months in both local and national 
'spot biz in October and November. 
Programmatic innovations have 
paid off saleswise and ratingwise. 
Eleanor Roosevelt stanza, replacing 
Mary Margaret McBride, is SRO. 

WCBS: Columbia's gem has seen 
' some of its local show ratings dip, 
but has moved up billingwise. New 
program entries are Stan Shaw and 
the Tommy Riggs-Betty Lou disk 
jockey stints. 

WJZ: Acquisition of Miss Mce- 
Bride hypoed the ABC key’s posi- 
tion. Station is now pounding hard 
(Continued on page 28) 








SCORECARD ON GOTHAM OUTLETS 





How- | 





Jack Benny 


has an amusing story 


“*1990—Or Bust!”’ 


as he looks into the show biz 
crystal ball 
* * * 
one of the many byline pieces 
in the 
45th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


D-F-§ $28,000,000 
Billings Set Pace | 
Of Agencies in “0 


The year’s end will find Dancer, 
Fitzgerald & Sample agency not 
| only maintaining its billings leader- 
ship in radio-television, but emerg- 
ing with an approximate $3,000,000 
additional business, practically all 
due to the D-F-S clients’ upbeat in 
video. 

Last year the agency, with its 
flock of Procter & Gamble, Gen- 
eral Mills, Sterling, and Franco-Am- 
erican (Campbell Soup) shows, 
topped all agency expenditure in 
| radio-TV with an approximate $25,- 
| 000,000. For 1950, the figure will 
| probably exceed $28,000,000. 

Increased billings stem chiefly 
from P & G’s program expansion 
into video via the ABC-TV “Beu- 
lah” show and P & G's buy into 
the Kate Smith daytime video pro- 
gram. (P & G has also staked a 
major-claim in the daytime TV 
picture with the “First Hundred 
Years” serial, but the latter is in 
the Benton & Bowles house.) Gen- 
eral Mills’ sponsorship of the Stu- 
art Erwin show and expansion of 
“Lone Ranger,’ Tums’ coin ear- 
mark for TV; Sterling’s bankroll- 
ing of “Sing It Again,’ and Fal- 
staff Beer’s elaborate 20-state 














sports programming are other con- 
tributing factors in the D-F-S blue- 
' skies billings picture for ’50. 











BIZ HOLDING UP Union May Gang Up on CBS Loyalty 
IN FACE (F TY Pledge: Await Authors League Stand 


+ The loyalty oath which CBS is 








asking its 2,500 regular employees 
to sign may meet opposition from 
unions, although definite antag- 
onism against the pledge has not 
yet crystallized. 
National Assn. of 
Unions and Guilds and Radio- 
Television Directors Guild will 
probably discuss question at their 
regular meetings. The Authors 
League of America, parent body of 
the Radio Writers Guild, Television 
Writers Group and other scripters’ 
guilds, will take a stand tomorrow 
(Thurs.) at a special ALA council 


Broadcast 





House Dick 


In the wake of the CBS edict 
ordering all employees to sign 
a loyalty pledge, came the rev- 
elation last week that for the 
past three months an ex-FBI 
agent has been in the employ 
of the network. 

Practically no one at the web 
has been aware of his exist- 
ence or the capacity in which 
he’s employed. Nor, for that 
matter, is it known whether 
he’s directly or indirectly as- 
sociated with the web’s deter- 
mination to exemplify itself as 
a “lily white” organization. 








———— 4 


meeting. A segment of the ALA 
council expressed opposition to the 
oath at a previous meeting called 
on the question Friday (22). In the 
past the ALA campaigned against 
an NLRB ruling (later reversed) 
requiring council members to sign 





,;a non-Communist affidavit. 





At last week’s parley the League 
heard a wide variety of opinions 
pro and con the CBS move. A 
statement of the League’s views is 
being drawn up by a committee 
headed by ALA prexy Oscar Ham- 
merstein 2d and including v.p. 
John Hersey and secretary Erik 

(Continued on page 29) 


Boycott Seen On 
NBC Rate Cut Meet 


Some of the NBC affiliate sta- 
tions assert they won’t even bother 
showing up at the meeting called 
for Jan. 10 in New York by NBC, 
to kick around the question of an 
AM rate cut. The threatened “boy- 





'cott” stems from their feeling that 
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without their support, the network 
will be in no position to exercise 
the slash. 

These stations want no part of it. 
They feel that a cut such as that 
contemplated by NBC would, par- 
ticularly at this time, be harmful 
to the radio industry as a whole. 
They feel more convinced than 
ever, in the wake of the economic 
mobilization, that the AM resurg- 
ence is about due; that as tele- 
vision feels the effect of production 
eurbs and controls and the printed 
media becomes hit by newsprint 
chortages, the radio upbeat is cere 
tain to manifest itself almost imme- 
diately. 

Around NBC, no one will con- 
jecture whether the rate cut will 
go into effect or not. NBC origin- 
ally had hoped for a Jan. 1 deade- 
line, but in view of affiliate 
tion opposition, the whole matter 
remains in a state of flux. 


NORWICH EYES BOYER 
DAYTIME SHOW FOR NBC 


Norwich Pharmaceuticals is in- 
terested in the Charles Boyer day- 
time soaper, “Thanks for Tomor- 
row,” which NBC has auditioned. 

Web feels that the addition of 
Hollywood personalities can re- 
vitalize the soap opera format. Al- 
‘hough H. T. Babbitt has cancelled 
“Nona From Nowhere” and “David 
Harum,” the explanation is given 
that these had been in a standard- 
ized style and that more modern 
treatment, plus marquee names, 





‘will hypo serials’ appeal. 


sta-° 


; 


| 
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Sharpe Shapes Up as ‘l-Man Network’ 
With Solid Lineup of Web Packages 


One of the more 
facets in the sale of the new Cary 
Grant “Mr. Blandings” NBC series 
to Trans World Airlines (TWA), is 
the manner in which it projects 
Don Sharpe and his packaging 
operation as something approach- 
ing a one-man network. 

The “House of Sharpe” today is 
unquestionably the hottest com- 
modity in the radio packaging bus- 
iness, with the Coast operator, who 
only a short span back was writing 
the continuity for the Kate Smith 


radio show,: now represented by 
more AM package properties than 
William Morris or Music Corp. of 
America put together. 


The following represents the 
Sharpe stable of shows that finds 
him going into 1951 as one of the 


most talked-about men in the 
agency-packaging marts: 
Cary Grant’s “Mr. Blandings,” 


which is being brought in under 


T\VA commercial auspices’ at 
$8.500 a week—representing major 
coin in an era when high-budgeted 
shows are strictly passe. 


“Sereen Directors Guild,” now 
ai, hour-long showcase, which gets 


a multiple sponsorship ride on| 
NBC with its inclusion in the| 
“Operations Tandem” sales pat-| 
tern 


NBC Sunday night “Big Show,” 
which Sharpe has delivered to the 
web as one of regular components 
of the 90-minute weekly frolic. 

The Brian Donlevy-starring 
“Dangerous Assignment” series, 
currently sustaining on NBC. 

The “Adventures of Marcel,” 
with Charles Boyer, which recent- 
ly exited NBC, but is booked in 
again for a Saturday morning ride. 

The “Nightbeat” adventure 
series, with Frank Lovejoy, a sus- 
tainer. 


sored o1: NBC and which moves 
over to ABC under Camel spon- 
sorship. 

The General 
“My Favorite Husband,” starring 
Lucille Ball, one of the more solid 


comedy entries on the CBS kilo- | 


| 


interesting¢ 





Author-Comedian 


Hal Block 


humorously conjures up a new 
Mr. & Mrs. program originating 
from the White House, 
entitled 


Harry and Bess 
a ” * 


ean amusing byline feature in the 
45th Anniversary Number 
of 





The Actors Co. segment of the! 


|jority of people actually 
The Diék Powell series, “Rich- | 
ard Diamond,” wiich Rexall spon- | 
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New England AFRA Elects 


Boston, Dec. 26. 
New England branch of AFRA 
has elected the following officers: 


|Bill Stewart, WBMS, prez; Ray 
Goulding, WHDH, list v.p.; Vin 
| Maloney, WNAC, 2nd v.p.; Ken 
Ovendon, WEEI, secretary; Joe 
Grant, WMEX, treasurer. 

Board members elected for 
three-year term are Bill Hahn, 


WNAC; Nat Hentoff, WMEX; Con- 
nie Jamieson, freelance actor; Ed 
Myers, WMEX; Ken Ovendon, 
WEEI. Elected for two-year term 
are Strecter Stuart, WBZ, 
Gene Vaillancourt, WEEI. 


AFRA Says Cleve. 
Stations Brushed 
On Weather ‘Alert’ 


Cleveland, Dec. 26. 
Broadcasting’s “heroic role 
the Thanksgiving weekend 





in 
snow 


|crisis” has been forgotten by “ ‘of- 


ficial’ Greater Cleveland,” AFRA- 
THOTS, AFRA publication here, 
charges in its monthly issue being 





Weekend Tastes 


NBC has launched a $100,000 spe- | 
cialized research campaign on radio 


jaudiences, marking the web’s big- 


gest expenditure to date for a sin- 
gle-purpose survey. 

Aim is to study Saturday a. m. 
and p. m. and Sunday afternoon 
listening habits of the nation to 


|determine whether broadcasters’ 
| traditional approaches to dialers’ | 


preferences are right. Questions 
will be asked to learn whether Sat- | 
urday a. m. really comprises the | 
children’s hours; whether the ma- | 
wants | 
sports on Saturday afternoon, and 
whether families want forums, seri- 
ous drama, inusic, whodunits, re-| 
ligiosos, name talent or variety | 
shows on Sunday afternoons. 

The project will encompass ef- 
forts by A. C. Nielsen, Trendex, 
NBC affiliates’ research organiza- | 
tions and private pollsters. 


| authorities, 


The | 


released Thursday (28). 

Magazine points out that broad- 
casters are being ignored, and that 
their services are not beng uti- 
lized to meet another immediate 
weather crisis. AFRATHOTS adds 
that although broadcasting has 
been contacted by civilian defense 
the communications 
problem in Greater Cleveland is 
still so confused that “if tonight, 
another 20-odd inches of snow 
were to fall on this area, commu- 


(Continued on page 26) 





Richards Hearing Ends After 114 Days, 





| 


} 
| 
| 
} 


and 


| 


| 
| 


But Decision Seen Months Away 


Detroit, Dec. 26. 





RCA Prexy The FCC hearing on George A. 
Richards’ application for renewal 

Frank M. Folsom of licenses for his three statlons— 
Envisions WJR, Detroit; KMPC, Los Angeles, 


and WGAR, Cleveland—ended 
Thursday (21), but a final decision 
is months away. 

After 114 days, 18,000 pages of 
testimony, some 275 witnesses and 
1,200 exhibits, FCC hearing exam- 
iner James D. Cunningham took 
under advisement the question. of 
whether Richards ordered his hire- 
lings to stant news to the disadvan- 
tage of FDR, the New Deal, Jews, 
and others. 

The hearing on Richards’ appli- 
| cation began in L. A. June 14 for 
|testimony pertaining to KMPC, 
|and moved here Nov. 21 for facts 
| oe to WJR and WGAR. 
| 


Richards disclosed that so far the 

| legal battie has cost him $1,000,000. 
Should Cunningham deliver a de- 
| cision unfavorable to Richards, and 
should the FCC sustain that de- 
| cision, Richards faces further mon- 
| etary losses if he takes his fight te 
| the Court of Appeals of the Dis- 
| trict of Columbia, then to the U. S. 


Radio’s Importance 
Anew in the 1951 
War Effort 


* * ®# 


An Interesting Editorial Feature 
In the 


45th Anniversary Number 
of 
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Upped War Temp the reputation of his stations,” de- 





| ming. 


Shifts in Wake Of 
| Richards will “stand or fall on 


With the stepped-up war tempo, |fense attorney Hugh Fulton told 
the four networks are currently| Cunningham. He made that state- 
blueprinting extensive realignment | ment as he withdrew a long-pend 
of their news staff and program-|ing motion to the FCC to place 
| control of the three stations in the 

Particular emphasis is being | hands of a board of trustees. 
placed on the overseas contingent The purpose of the proposed 


of correspondents, which the webs | trusteeship has been “completely 


plan to strengthen. With the defeated” by the hearing, Fulton 
Korean transmissions broken down said. It was suggested in April, 
in the face of the UN troops’| 1949, almost a year before the be- 


? evacuations, the networks are con- ginning of the hearings. “Richards 
SSC&B Ss Cohen Is Named | cerned at the moment in lining | believed the plan was desired by 


‘Smith Step-Brother’ In 
Warm One-Man Tribute 


Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Dec. 26. 
Holiday as well as friendly spirit 
at the Smith Bros. headquarters 
here resulted last week in a unique 
tribute to Phil Cohen, veepee of 
Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & 
Bayles, who handles radio for the 


| 
} 
| 
| 


up their own transmitter facilities | the commission and would be ap- 

in Japan, which will be a focal | proved and result in preventing the 

point for correspondents on the | necessity for protracted and enor- 

Pacifie front. | mously expensive hearings,” Fule 
All networks are reappraising | ton explained. 

their open time segments, with a Plans Advisory Councils 

view toward building additional As a substitute for the trustee- 


news, Programs, With, the, antic! ship, Fulton sala Richards now i 


; si to establish advisory 
the webs are confident that news- | Proposing ; 
slanted formats will get first call councils for his stations. Each 


around the agencies. 





cycles. |comprehensive study will include 
The Joel McCrea “Texas | doorbell-ringing to learn audience | 
Rangers” series. |composition, age brackets, eco- | 
nomic status, sex, geographical 


| differences, products purchased, 


“ | just who spends the money and_| 

onarc IC S D other socio-economic data. 
| Project will take at least two 

‘months to wrap up. However, it’s | 


felt that from it NBC will get vital | 
a On 0 rey information for use in planning | 


| programs for the weekend, and ma- | 
|terial which will be useful to its 
advertisers or potential bankrollers 
board morning Arthur Godfrey | in tailoring airers to their specific 
Show on CBS, the web has found a, ™@rket needs. 
new client to pick up the tab. It’s! - 


canned fruits and vesciaties whicn | P&G NAMES CHASE 
AS NEW AD MANAGER: 


starts sponsoring the middle of} 
Cincinnati, Dec. 26. 


January. 
Wildroot had been splitting up | 
Newly-created position of adver- 
tising manager of the Procter & 


Although Wildroot has cancelled 
out on its segment of the cross-the- 





the 15-minute, five-times-a-week | 
segment with Toni, each sponsoring 
two and a half days. Toni agreed 


100-odd-year-old cough drop firm. | 


Lee Shaw, ad sales manager for 
Smith Bros., wanted Cohen to pay 
a visit to the plant, which he 
hasn’t seen for some time. So 
Shaw had one solitary formal in- 
vitation engraved, inviting Cohen 
upstate for the “dedication of a 
new wing.” Plan was to have 
Cohen surprised at the railroad 
station with a brass band. 

SSC&B exec, however, decided 
to motor up from Gotham, which 
required a change in strategy. 
First inkling Cohen got that some- 
thing unusual was afoot was a 
series of Burma Shave-type signs 
along the roadside. These said, 
“For 100 years . . . we've grown 
and grown and now we're 
getting a visit from Phil 
Cohen.” 

Entire day’s activities were cen- 
tered around Cohen, who was 





Walker ‘Granted FCC Stay’ 


Tho Eligible to Retire 


Washington, Dec. 26. 
President Truman last week 
| signed an executive order permit- 
iting FCC Commissioner Paul A. 
‘Walker to complete his present 
,term in office, which expires in 
| 1953. Walker will be 70 years of 
| age on Jan. 11 and would be eligi- 
ble for retirement. Commission 
Chairman Wayne Coy requested 
| that he be allowed to stay on. 


Walker is the only member of 
‘the original Commission, estab- 
lished in 1934, still with the agency. 
| He is now serving his third six-year 
term. The Commissioner came to 
Washington after extensive experi- 
ence in public utility regulation in 





to take the entire five days until a 
new client came along, and now 
reverts back to the split-sponsor- 
ship deal. 

Wildroot cancelled out following 
expansion of its “Charlie Wild, 
Private Eye” show, which is now 
a TV as well as an AM attraction 
on CBS. 





Damrosch, Music Pioneer 


And ‘Miracle Worker’ On 


Radio, Dies in N.Y. at 88. 


Webs Ponder ‘Fire Sale’ Evils 


Dr. Walter Damrosch, dean of 
American conductors and pioneer 
in the airing of fine music on the 
radio, died of a heart attack at 
his home in New York City Fri- 
day (22). He was 88. 

The composer-conductor-pianist 
had a lifelong aim of bringing 
music to the people, from the po- 
dium, lectures, cross-country tours 
and over the radio. In the 1920's 
he launched the NBC network’s 
Music Appreciation Hour. a pro- 
gram which was used in thousands 
of schools as the nucleus of their 
musical studies. Starting in 1942 
he served for five years as NBC's 
music adviser, 

“Comparatively few cities have 
orchestras,” he once told a New 
York Times interviewer. “I do not 


(Continued on Page 28) 


Gamble Co. is being filled by W. R. 
| Chase. His appointment was an- 
‘'nounced last week by Howard J. 
| Morgens, veepee in charge of ad- 
| Vertising. 

| A. N. Halverstadt continues as 
manager of the broadcasting, media 
/and art divisions and C. C. Uhling 
as manager of the merchandising 
division. 


Morgens also named D. H. Rob-| 


| aaoen and E. A. Snow for new 
‘tion divisions within the advertis- 
ing department. 


posts, managers of brand promo-. 


| honor guest at the Rotary Lunch, 
handed a gold key to Poughkeepsie 
by Smith Bros. topper Bill Smith 
and made an honorary member of 
, the firm—a “Smith Step-Brother.” 


Sandburg’s WNBC Shots 


Carl Sandburg will be heard in 
two special broadcasts on WNBC, 


| Oklahoma, 


Cash Upped by NBC 


Norman Cash has been upped to 
_AM station relations director for 
NBC, effective Jan. 1, replacing 
' Easton Woolley, who resigned last 
N. Y., Tuesday (2) and Thursday (4) month to become a veepee of the 
at 11:15 p. m. Poet will do songs Intermountain Broadcasting Corp. 
from the new edition of his “Amer- | in Salt Lake City. 
ican Songbag.” Cash, who'll serve under station 
| He'll accompany himself on the relations veepee Carleton B. Smith, 
guitar. ‘has been with NBC since 1940. 














| 
With web toppers getting in- 
,creasing complaints from their 


sales chiefs and staffs that both 


radio and television have been! 


'turned into “bargain basements,” 
resulting in cutthroat competition 
among the networks, a movement 


is afoot to bring the chains together | 


in January for a meeting at which 
fair business practices would be 
outlined. 


| 
The parley, if it materializes, ' 


,Would not be in tue nature of a 
price-fixing venture—which might 
| rest lt in charges of “monopoly” — 


but one at which a code of stand-;ed on one hand. On just about | 


| ards would be presented for adop-|everything else “special” prices 
tion. , Were arranged: tossing in the orch 
The salesmen are griping that gratis, giving rebates for one rea- 
they can’t go to an agency with a! son or another, etc. 
package without having the price| The evil, it’s contended, has’ ex- 
/tag Jawwed down. In other cases, | tended both to AM and TV. At 
agencies take their shows to all the | first it was thought that a discount 
/networks and get bids. While this | could be handed out to only one 
in itself is not bad, what has been! or two advertisers, just to “snag 
happening is that Network X says | another piece of business.” But the 
‘never mind the price, we'll de- | agencies have “wised up” and the 
liver it to you for $500 less than | webs’ rate-chiseling practice has 
| Network Y. | become a Frankenstein -nonster 
Among the sales fraternity it’s | which is confusing and hurting the 
said that the situation has reached | entire field. 
the point where the number of! Result, it’s felt, has been to re- 
deals made at legitimate prices in ,duce the mammoth broadcasting 


| would consist of five to seven per- 
| sons familiar with problems of re- 
| ligion, labor, politics and civilian 
| defense. They would not censor 
;each script, under the proposed 
} plan, but would review copy over 
_a period of time. 
The hearing ended on a cheering 
note for Richards. Cunningham 
_ruled it would not be necessary for 
| dolenee attorneys to call in 100 
‘character witnesses from the Cleve- 
| land area. 


Bob Balin Exits 
ECBto Join JWT 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

Bob Ballin, for the past three and 
a half years veep and head of Hol- 
|lywood radio office of Foote, Cone 
& Belding, leaves Feb. 1 to take a 
newly-created post with J. Walter 
Thompson ifi New York. He will 
head up a creative department to 
| plan and set up radio and TV pro- 
| grams for clients. 


| A veteran of 22 years in radio, 
| Ballin came out of vaude, where 
|he did a song and patter act with 
| Renny McEvoy, son of the humor- 
‘ist, J. P. McEvoy. After 12 years 
of trouping he joineu Ruthrauff & 
,Ryan as a producer and was as- 
| signed to Vox Pop, which lasted 
for four years. Agency then moved 
him to Hollywood to produce the 
Jack Benny show. He followed Ben- 
ny when the show moved to Foote, 
|Cone & Belding. 

' Ballin rates v.p. stripes in his 
new job. Don Belding and Fax 
| Cone are now screening candidates 
for the Hollywood post. 











_ Hadacol’s ABC One-Shot 


| Hadacol medicine has bought a 
one-shot on ABC for Saturday, Jan. 
| 13, at 9-9:30 p. m. 
| Program will be a repeat of the 
broadcast which Hadacol is spon- 
| soring on Mutual the previous day. 
| Airer will originate from the testi- 
monial dinner being given in Los 
Angeles for Hadacol’s topper, 
| Louisiana State Sen. Dudley J. Le- 


_ the past few months can be count- 


industry to the level of.a 


rs b ; shady | Blanc, and will feature Hollywood 
‘fire sale” operation. 
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Pat Weaver Sees 


Moving Into Black Ink Era in ‘51 


By BOB STAHL + 


Television networks will be able 
to trade in their red ink for black 
by this time next year. That's the 
opinion of Sylvester L. (Pat) Weav- 
er, NBC-TV exec veepee, who main- 


tains that program costs, which 
sky-rocketed to new heights during 
1950, will level off during the com- 


ing year. As a result, he said, net- 
work program execs will be able to 
operate within their budgets and 
the webs should consequently start 
earning profits. Weaver, of course, 
only for NBC but NBC's 
will undoubtedly carry 
for the rest of the in- 


spoke 
prog 
through 
dustry 
Detailing video’s past and fu- 
ture progress in a year-end inter- 
view With VARIETY, Weaver averred 
that the medium literally came of 
age during 1950. He pointed out | 
that it emerged as a vital phase of 
show business—and of big busi- | 
ness—by developing on all fronts, 
hitting the top categories in stars, 
writers and production, as well as 
in money both spent and received. 
“After a year’s shakedown, tele- 
vision has become big business 
and now we must really worry 
about it,” Weaver said. “But we're 
already reaching one-third of the 
country’s population and_ they 
aren't kicking about the quality of 
our shows. That should prove that 
TV's basie fare is comparable in 
quality either to radio or films.” | 
On the monetary front, the NBC 
exec declared that TV is big enough 
now not to be hurt by the war sit- 
uation. He indicated his belief 
that other forms of bankrolling 
may be affected, declaring that 


"eSS 








“advertising nay be hurt.”’ But, he 
added, the present situation should 
not impede TV’s growth, even 


though production of receivers will 
undoubtedly be curtailed drastical- 
ly. As for program costs, he said 
they will stabilize during the com- | 
ing year, “relative to current | 
prices, of course.” 

Weaver noted that the Television 


(Continued on page 28) 


Pabst Pulls Kine - 
On Fatal Bout 


_ Because of the death of boxer | 
Sonny Boy West from injuries sus- | 
tained in the ring last week, CBS | 
has ordered all affiliate stations | 
Which usually carry kinescopes of 
its weekly boxing matches to can- 
cel this week’s kine. Order was 
wired out to the affiliates over the 
Weekend at the request of Pabst | 
Beer, which sponsors the fight 
pickups. Pabst reportedly believed 
it might be accused of poor taste, 
if the kine were to be transmitted 
as scheduled. 
Since the fight was part of a 
regular Wednesday night series, the 
affiliates will be forced to fill the 
time with local programming of 
some sort. As far as the financial 
end of the cancellation is con-'| 
cerned, there will be no billing of 
any kind made. CBS will not. 
Charge Pabst for the kine and will | 
bypass the time charges to the | 
bankroller, Affiliates also reported- 
ly will not bill CBS for the time | 


ces. | 


WNYC IN QUEST OF = 


76 VIDEO MANAGER 


_ Seymour Siegel, head of New 
erg City’s radio and tele activi-| 
eg Be hunting for a new topper 
otis around $7,000 annually) for the 

) S TV and film production unit, 








| 





from Which Clifford Evans is re- 
ma While heading up the 
‘nit Evans also held the position of 


assistant to the deputy mayor, at 
sround $12,000 annually, _ job 
vi ye be taken over by Harry 
ingsbury. 

e cipal unit has lensed sev-— 
ani o.dPix for local tele outlets 
ors Subsequent exhibition in the- 
a . Schools, churches, etc., and 
“2 produced live TV stanzas. 


| 
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| By GEORGE ROSEN 


It’s Procter & Gamble vs. Lucky 
Strike in TV billings supremacy 
among the major clients, as televi- 
sion brings to a close its most 
affluent year. 

P&G, in nosing out the ciggie 
client for topdog position among 
the heavy spenders, winds up 1950, 


_ with total TV expenditures (pro- 


grams and time) of about $8,000,- | 


/000. That’s over and above the ap- 


proximate $22,000,000 P&G spends 
annually on shows and time costs 
in radio as the No. 1 advertiser. 


(There’s been no diminution in 
P&G’s AM programming since mov- 
ing into the TV forefront). 





Did Stanton (Despite Denial) Offer 
To Peddle Web's Color to Admiral? 





NBC's TV Chief 


S. L. (Pat) Weaver 
Discusses 
TV and the 
Intellectual 
A Provocative Byline Feature in the 


45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 
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Special WWJ-TV und“Baeg "Ath ine ce Option Blues’ Hit 


Educ! Telecast 
Is Click in D.C. 


Washington, Dec. 26. 

In a special telecast direct from 
Detroit to Washington, WWJ-TV 
presented its widely-heralded edu- 
cational program to 100 guests 
from Congress, the Army, State and 
Commerce Depts. and five ot the 
seven members of the FCC. 

Guests watched the weekly U. of 
Michigan Television Hour on four 
screens in a Wardman Park hotel 
suite. At the same time, NBC re- 
corded the show in New York as 
an example of what the nation’s 
telecasters have been seeking for 
months: a way to use the new me- 
dium for formal education. 

Along with thousands of regular 
Detroit area viewers, the Washing- 
ton group witnessed final illustrat- 
ed lectures on human biology and 
on the psychological problem of 
hobbies as a new means of liveli- 
hood for the growing number of 
elderly and retired persons. 

They then watched a video tour 


of the university’s speech depart- | 
ment and a demonstration of how | 
_$32,000-weekly budgeted ‘“Musicai 
Comedy Time” on NBC-TV, and the | 


war veterans and others subjected 
to brain injury are treated for 
aphasia. be 

FCC Chairman Wayne Coy’s 
comment was: “One word—terrific | 
—describes what WWJ-TV is doing. 
All of us are tremendously im- 
pressed with the idea. I would like 
to see the program carried one step | 
further and have the students in 
the university's radio and television 


(Continued on page 28) 


Ohio Tri-City Web Sets 
Grappler Tourney For 
Men After Femmes Click 


Cincinnati, Dec. 26. 





Crosley’s tri-city TV web kicks , costs. 
off this week with a men’s heavy- | 
tournament | 


weight wrestling 


{more expensive ones. 


'represents a total outlay of close 
_to $8,000,000. 


company has fewer shows, they are 
Luckies, too, 
| splurges an approximate $2,000,000 
'on TV spots, while P&G puts the 
accent on programming. 
Significant is the “history-re- 
peats-itself’”’ aspect of the P&G 
emergence into supremacy, virtu- 
ally clinching its undisputed lead- 
‘ership in the longtime P&G vs. 
Lever Bros. rivalry. Just as, in| 
radio, it was P&G that set the pat- | 
terns in daytime radio and night- 
time strip shows, and grabbed off 
the valuable time franchises, the 
same story applies today in TV, 
with a situation that finds Lever 
Bros. practically frozen out of NBC 
and CBS on daytime franchises. 


Lever Moves Slowly 


‘have caused the axing of several | 


With the exception of its own, 


two CBS half-hour nighttime shows, 
“Lux Television Theatre” and “Big 
Town,” Lever has been slow in 
moving into the TV picture, up to 
/now completely bypassing the bid 
for daytime audiences. On the 


other hand, P&G has spread itself, 


wide over the video kilocycles. It 
is entrenched in the daytime pro- 
gram sweepstakes with the $15,000- 
weekly budgeted “First Hundred 


Years” on CBS-TV; it has bought | 


into the Kate Smith NBC video 
‘show on a five-times-a-week basis. 
On the after-dark channels, it spon- 
sors “Beulah” on ABC-TV; the 


Tuesday night “Fireside Theatre” 
vidpix series on NBC-TV. With an 
approximate time and talent budget 
of $1,500,000 annually on each, it) 


Luckies, in the runnerup spot, 
has such expensive items as the 
Robert Montgomery dramatic se- 
ries on NBC-TV; the Sunday night 
“This Is Show Business” on CBS.- | 
TV; the Saturday night “Hit Pa-| 
rade” on NBC-TV, ‘and the sched- | 
uled appearances of Jack Benny, | 
who has already done one video. 
show. Further, Luckies has a tal-| 
ent-production nut for its variety of 
| “Be Happy-Go Lucky” commercials 
‘that approximates full program 








which president Robert E. Dun- SHOE CO. TAKES NEW KID | 


ville said was prompted by popu- 
larity of its elimination tourney 
for femme grapplers inaugurated 
early this month. 

Saturday night matches in the 
men’s elimination series will orig- | 
inate in the studios of WLW-D, | 
Dayton, and in Cincy’s Music Hali 
arena for pickups by WLW-T. | 
Stakes of $5,000 will be split with | 
$2,500 in cash and a $1,000 cham- | 
pionship belt for the winner; $1,000 
to second, and $500 to third-place | 
finishers. Winner of the gals’ 


| competition meets Mildred Burke 


for a $2,000 purse. 

Al Haft, matchmaker for both | 
tourneys, said the men’s also is | 
open to all comers, with no limits | 
on size or age. Bouts are on a} 
one-fall, 60-minute time limit | 
basis, with three defeats causing | 
elimination. | 

Crosley video stations, including | 
WLW-C, Columbus, offer one Fri- | 
day arid two Saturday wrestling 


| programs weekly. 


QUIZ SHOW ON ABC-TY 


The Sam Smith Shoe Co., of New 
England, has negotiated a deal, via 
Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample agen- 
cy, for a two-day-a-week sponsor- 
ship of a kid show on ABC-TV. 

Starting Feb. 16, the shoe com- 
pany will be represented by a kid 
quiz program featuring Al Ganna- 
way. 
gram, getting a late afternoon 
showcasing on Mondays and Wed- 
nesdays. 





Chi Packagers 


In Axing Flurry 


- Chicago, Dec. 26. 
Flurry of cancellations or threats 
of same the past few weeks have 
left Chi tele show packagers sing- 


ing the “option blues.” Rising costs 
and uncertainty over what the new 
year will bring in the way of emer- 
gency controls and_ restrictions, 


of the relatively high-budgeted live 
local TV programs. 


Although the failure to renew, 


options has left the package build- 
ers and agencies with unsold prop- 
erties on their hands, situation 


hasn’t had too much effect upon 
the four tele stations as far as rev- | 


enue is concerned. In most cases 
they’ve been able to peddle the 
time to clients using smaller-budg- 
eted film shows. 

With the four stations all now 
charging $1,000 for an hour of 
Class A time and the looming hike 
in talent rates coming out of the 


current local Television Authority 





| 
| 


It will be a 15-minute a 
| 
| 


Balto Has 252,200 Sets 


Baltimore, Dec. 26. 


Baltimore’s television set figure | 


reached 252,200 as of Dec. 1. Sales 


for the month of Nov. totaled 11,-| agency will peddle it as a series. 


750. | 


Television set figure a year ago | 
in Baltimore was 112,517. 


| da.” 


' 


negotiations, some of the bankroll- 
ers are claiming they're being 
priced out of the medium. But a 
closer scrutiny of the withdrawals 
shows that many of them were in 


'just for pre-Christmas promotion 


Network Competition 
Most of the shows that have been 


dropped or are bowing out have 


been slotted in the highly competi- 
tive prime evening time. As a re- 
sult, the local ventures have run 
into trouble snaring respectable 
ratings against network offerings. 


(Continued on page 28) 


Tums Yens Tele Show; 
Wants Fannie Brice 





For AM Counterpart 


Tums, which sponsors the Fannie 
Brice radio show on NBC, is also 
looking for a TV property, and has 
set its sights on wooing the comed- 
ienne into video. 

Tums has notified its agency, 
Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample, that 
it’s set to make the TV plunge in 
’51 and has indicated that a teevee. 
counterpart of Miss Brice’s AM 
program would suit the client fine. 

It’s now a case of D-F-S con- 


vincing Miss Brice to make the) 


transition. If she consents, show 


would be filmed on the Coast. 


Billie Burke’s Vidpic 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 
Billie Burke will get $600 for a 





one-day stint before the television | 


cameras next week in “Dear Aman- 
Thirty-minute vidfilm being 
made for “Bigelow Theatre” is a 
William Morris package, and the 


starring Miss Burke. 


Bob Sodeberg, who is scripting. | 
} will get $500 for the chore. 


Chicago, Dec. 26. 

Did CBS prexy Frank Stanton 
offer to peddle the web’s color 
teevee system for $3,000,000 in 
1949 or did he not, remains the 
question of the week here. The fuse 
to this latest bomb which blew the 
color controversy back into the 
headlines was lighted by a state- 
ment made Wednesday (20) by Ross 
D. Siragusa, prexy of the Admiral 
Corp. 

Tele set manufacturer declared 
in a Chi luncheon speech that Stan- 
ton had offered him the CBS tinted 
video device, ‘‘lock, stock and bar- 
rel for $3,000,000.” 

The statement was denied in ad- 
vance by CBS topper, who had read 
a handout of the Siragusa speech. 
Stanton telephoned the Chi manu- 
facturer from N. Y., warning him 
if he repeated the statement during 
his Wednesday talk, he (Stanton) 
would publicly label it false. 

Stanton’s denial read: “After 
reading the advance handout on 
Siragusa’s talk, I phoned him to 
say that I have never made Admiral 
such an offer. He contended that 
during the spring of 1949, I per- 
sonally had made an offer to him 
personally. I advised Siragusa that 
I was in Europe at the time he 
'said I made the offer. Moreover, I 
had no conversation, meeting, or 
correspondence with Siragusa on 
any subject during 1949. And I 
have never made any offer to Sir- 
agusa on color television at any 
time. Accordingly, if Siragusa 
makes a statement about my offer 
as in the publicity handout, it is 
false.” 

A Chi CBS publicity department 
staffer was sent to the luncheon 
to monitor Siragusa’s talk. Admiral 
chief stuck closely fo his advance 
text. 

Siragusa ded up to the controver- 
sial statement by declaring that his 
company does not believe the CBS 
system to be the answer to color 
TV. ‘A could go into a great deal of 
detail on the deficiencies of the 
|CBS system. I think the most force- 
ful way to summarize my views 
about it, however, is to tell you 
|that in 1949 Frank Stanton, presi- 
,dent of Columbia, offered to sell 
Admiral its color system lock, stock 
, and barrel for $3,000,000,” he said. 


| (Continued on page 26) 


Underhill Quits 
~CBS-TV GM. Post 


Charles Underhill, general man- 
ager of the television department 
at CBS, has turned in his resigna- 
tion to board chairman William S. 
| Paley. That makes the second ma- 
jor year-end checkout, with Robert 
| P. Heller, director of AM program- 
'ming for the network, also having 
tendered his resignation to join the 
Lou Cowan package operation. 

A few months back Undcrhill 
was transferred as director of TV 
programming (the video counter- 
part of Heller’s job under program 
veepee Hubbell Robinson, Jr.) to 
the newly-created general manager 
spot, with Harry Ommerle desig- 
nated as Underhill’s successor. 

Underhiill’s future plans are un- 
determined. 


‘RANGER’ IN INTERIM 
TWO-WAY RIDE FOR GM 


{ Because General Mills has been 
unable to decide what show to put 
in its newly-acquired Friday night 
CBS-TV time, it looks like the 
filmed “Lone Ranger” will get an 

| interim two-way ride on Columbia 
and ABC-TV. 

GM purchased the CBS time last 
week, through Knox-Reeves agen- 
cy, to plug its Wheaties product. 
Same client has the “Ranger” series 
on ABC via Dancer, Fitzgerald & 
Sample. Latter is loaning out the 
‘cowboy pix to Knox-Reeves pend- 
ing some conclusion on the regular 
Friday CBS stanza. 





| 
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CBS Unveils 17-Inch Direct View 


Color Picture in Battle Vs. RCA’) 


CBS fired a new and impressive + 


gun in its color television barrage 
yesterday (Tues.), when it unveiled 
a 17-inch direct view color picture 
which furnished color images even 
better than those previously dem- 
onstrated. New development, made 
possible through use of a rotating 





filter drum to replace the disks 
used heretofore, is considered 
especially significant in that the 
web previously had been unable 
to display a picture larger than 
12’. inches. * 

Rotating drum has been under 
development by CBS veepee Dr. 
Peter Goldmark since 1941. Web 
execs emphasized, however, that 


ats display at this time was in no 
way tied in with the Chicago court 
decision last week upholding the 
FCC okay on the CBS system. Ac- 
cording to~-Goldmark and CBS 
veepee Adrian Murphy, the drum 


was only perfected enough tor 
demonstration purposes. by last 
week. 

Major importance of the drum 


filter is that CbS is no longer con- 
fined as far as the size of its color | 
picture concerned. Where the | 
filter disks necessarily had to be 
twice the size of the viewing tube, 
the drum only 15% larger. | 
Thus, while a 12!2-inch tube re-| 
quired a 25-inch disk, the ration 
between the drum and the tube 
is only 20:17. Color drum, though 
rigid, is in effect wrapped around 
the tube, with the filters at right 
angles to the scanning lines. As 
with the disks, though, the drum 
still does not provide compati- 
bility with present black-and- 
white sects. 


is 


1S 


De-Icing Move 
Washington, Dec. 26. 

FCC and CBS, in the wake of the 
Chicago federal court's decision in 
the color television suit last week, 
are both expected to take action 
to unfreeze the Chi tribunal’s tem- 
porary stay on commercial appli- 
cation of the CBS system. While 
the court upheld the FCC’s de- 
cision greenlighting CBS color, it 
continued the stay order on a tem- 


Eye 


povary basis. 

in Chi, the decision was _ re- 
garded as a tactical victory for 
RCA, which had filed to have the 
FCC decision set. aside. Stay 
order an extension of the ruling 
issued by the Chi court Nov. 17, 


will remain in effect until April 1, 
or until ended by Supreme Court 
action. : 

However, RCA expressed satis- 
faction that the lower court, in con- 
tinuing the stay pending final de- 
termination of the issue, “clearly 
indicated its awareness of the 
Zreat public interest at stake.” The 
company said it would appeal, 
“confident that the Supreme Court 
will recognize that the  publie 
should not be denied compatible 
color decision.” 

CBS, on the other hasd, had ‘no 
question” the Supreme Court “will 
also uphold the Commission order, 
if RCA insists on carrying its case 
further.” In any event, the web 
added, “we are now assured that 
the matter will finally be disposed | 
of within a few months.” 

The Chicago court action set off ' 
considerable speculation as to. 
wucther color sets or converters | 
could be manufactured in view of 
deiense requirements for critical 
materials. <A definite effort to get 
the National Production Authority 
to prevent production of color 
equipment was made by a “task 
group” of television set distribu- 
tors following a meeting here with 
NPA for a briefing on the effect of 
defense orders on their business. 
Action was asked in the form of a 
resolution adopted by the whole- 
sulers. 


Philly Jr. Ad Awards 
To Barrett, MacMahon 


Philadelphia, Dec. 26. 

Edward W. Barrett, assistant Sec- 
retary of State in charge of the 
Voice of America, and Edward L. 
X.ecMahon, WCAU-TV staffer, were 
se'ected as the winners of the Phil- 
acelphia Junior Advertising Club's 
annual awards. 





Barrett and McMahon were pre- | 


ied with plaques at the club's 
a nual awards dinner held (21) in 
the Poor Richard Club. A former 
editor of Newsweek mag, Barrett 
was chief of the overseas news and 
features bureau for the Office of 
War Information... 
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AM-TV Sales Role 
In Present Crisis 


Plugged by ABC 


Predicated on the international 
situation and President Truman's 
recent declaration of a national 
emergency, ABC is prepping a 
large-scale ad-promotion campaign 
to spur “electronic advertising as 
the modern method of selling in 
uncertain, fast-moving business 
conditions.” 

In today’s conditions bankroll- 
ers need the maximum amount of 
speed and flexibility, ABC ad-pro- 
motion - research - publicity veepee 











Robert Saudek told VARIETY this | 
week. As prices shift, materials | 
and products become scarce and 


copy appeals are changed, he said. 
AM and TV provide advantages 
that billboards, magazines, news- 
papers and other graphic media 
lack. 

In an emergency, the ABC exec 
pointed out, the Government re- 
chiefly on radio. No other 
medium can immediately get into 
over 95° ot American homes, 
rural and urban, with the emo- 
tional power of the spoken word. 
If AM is sO heavily relied on by 
the Government, it is just as 
potent for the advertiser. 

Web’s campaign will 
theme that electronic 
the most economical. 
have always given careful consid- 
eration to bringing down the cost 
of their distribution,” Saudek said, 


lies 


the 
are 


plug 
media 


“Advertisers 


“but too often they neglect to con- | 


sider the cost of distribution of 
their ad messages. Studies will 
show that radio and television dis- 
tribute advertising more efficiently 
and cheaply than any other 
media.” 





Chi Stations Now Wooing Rural 
Audience, as City Turns to Tele 


Chicago, Dec. 26. 

With more and more city folks 
leaning to television, Chi radio 
stations are upbeating their pitches 
to the rural dialers. Idea is to 
take advantage of the heretofore 
frequently-ignored non-metropoli- 
tan audience encompased by the 
big city 50,000 watters. 

Several sophisticated Windy City 
stations, which down through the 
years have eschewed oater program- 
ming as being declasse, have re- 
cently taken on folk singers and 
western drawl disk jockeys in an 


|} attempt to woo the hinterland list- 


_eners. 

' Increase in farmer-beamed shows 
by the other stations isn’t being 
viewed with glee by WLS. Latter 
station has pretty much. ad a com- 
plete monopoly on the rural audi- 
ence, as far as the Chi situation is 
concerned. Station has always ¢a- 
tered primarily to the farm audi- 
ence, with its heavy emphasis on 
agriculture news and features and 
its folk talent programming. 


WLS ‘Monopoly’ 


to itself, especially Saturday nights 
with its National Barn Dance, 
which has been a rural midwest 
,Standby for 25 years. 
tant by-product and a major source 


WLS has had the field practically. 


‘An impor- ' show. 


Transmission Errors Nix 
50% Commercial Spots, 
Check Survey Reveals 


| More than 50% of commercial 


spots, kinesecpes and film being! 


‘screened on television throughout 
‘America are subject to errors in 


transmission, according to a survey 
conducted by Spot Check, Inc., for 
some of the top agencies. Report, 
which included 1,000 consecutive 
monitoring checks up to last July 
10 and which has just been com- 
piled, claims that clients § and 
agencies who buy adjacencies and 
specific time slots for commercials, 
cannot be more than half certain 
that their commitments will be 
met. 

According te Spot Check, 10.2% 
of the total commercials monitored 
did not appear at all, while an- 
other 3.3°o appeared either four 
minutes or more too early or too 
late. On 5.4% of those monitored, 
the audio portion of the spot was 


indistinct or not synchronized, 
while on another 4.3, the video 
portion was too light, blurred, 
etc. Organization found that 

17.3°0 of the checks, the station 
permitted double spotting before 
the spot appeared, while double 


spotting after the commercial was 
noted in 10.8% of the cases. 

In 13.5° of the spots, a blur was 
caused because the station failed 
to provide an interval before the 
preceding program had faded, and 


in another 17.20 the final sales 
message was lost because no in- 
terval was provided before the 


following pregram appeared. Spot 
Check utilized checkers in every 
key video area, working against a 
questionnaire through which the 
checker could outline his report. 


L.A. Stations Withdraw 
Hourly Pay Proposal 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

New pay scale proposal is being 
drawn up by local telestations fol- 
lowing first Television Authority 
victory in current negotiations. 
Video outlets agreed withdraw 
their original plan calling for an 
hourly wage scale plan. 

New scale proposal probably will 
be patterned after the basic TVA 
structure calling for payment based 
on programming. Stations and TVA 
are still a considerable distance 
apart on final terms of a working 
contract, but stations’ decision to 
withdraw the hourly-seale offer is 
seen as an indication that the next 
negotiation meeting Jan. 10 may 
achieve a framework for a pact. 


Chi ‘Circus’ Renewed 

Ch:ecago, Dec. 2. 
ABC's Chi-originated “Super Cir- 
cus” got a 13-week renewal last 
week from M. & M., Ltd. Candy 
maker will continue to bankroll the 
4.30 to 5 p. m. segment of the 
hour-long show on alternate weeks. 
Agency is William Esty. 





to 





of revenue is the WLS Artist Bu- 


reau Which handles p.a. bookings 


for fairs and other events through- 
out the area, which use western- 
slanted talent.) 

WBBM, CBS Chi station, recent- 
ly entered the Saturday night out- 
of-town audience sweepstakes with 
a full hour of barn-dance type show 
sponsored by D-Con, rodent killer. 
Show ended Saturday (23) after an 
eight-week run, but will likely be 
revived for another clienm. Sta- 
tion’s other regular rural airer is 
Harry Campbell’s cross-the-board 
“Country Hour” at 5 to 6 a.m. 

One of the heaviest hillbilly 
schedules in town has been built 
up by WJJD, daytime indie opera- 
tion. The 50,000 watter has a solid 
two-hour block of. disk shows fea- 
turing folk singers, running from 
3:45 to 5:45 p.m. Since program 
directors have found there’s some 
affinity between hillbilly music and 
mail order pull, WJJD slots its m.o. 
/ Spots in this afternoon period. Sta- 
| tion also opens its day with an hour 
of recorded oater tunes. | 

Same pattern is developing at 
WCFL, which just took ‘on Ray 
Starkey, Texas-born folk artists, 
who's now handling the indie's 
early morning rural-beamed record 

Labor-owned station sched- 
(Continued, en page 26) { 
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Unique TV ‘University of Air, Backed 
By 19 Colleges, Set for Philly Debut 


7 Philadelphia, Dec. 26. 
One of the most extensive uses 
ever made of television as an adult 


education medium will be launched 
Monday, Jan. 2, with the “WFIL- 
TV University of the Air,” series 
of daily programs slated to go out 
five times weekly over this three- 
State area. 

Nineteen colleges and universi- 
ties in Pennsylvania, New Jersey 
and Delaware, as well as the Phila- 
delphia Board of Education's exten- 
sion services, have pledged their 
full cooperation to WFIL-TV in 
presenting the program, which will 














Tele Webs, Sans 


Sustainers, Cant 
Train Directors 


| Television may be vears young- 
er than the film industry but net- 
work broadcasters are already run- 
ning into the same problems that 
currently confront the Hollywood 
studios. One of the thorniest such 
problems now is the lack of op- 
| portunity to train new personnel, 
'which in TV means particularly 
| new directors. 

In the film industry the situation 
was created by the major studios’ 
decision to eliminate production of 
B pictures, based both on a dwin- 
dling boxoffice and increased pro- 





> 


duction costs. The B films had 
long been used as the training 
ground for new actors. directors, 


technicians, ete. In video, accord- 


ing to NBC-TV program manager 
Ernest Walling, it’s the dearth of 
Sustaining shows of any dimen- 
sions which is responsible. Unless 
some solution is soon reached, 
Walling said, TV directors may 
soon be at a premium. 

Video situation reflects an ap- 


parent paradox but one easily ex- 
plained by the industry's present 
economy. Networks, and particu- 
larly NBC, have few sustaining 
programs because they are almost 
, completely sold out on their cream 
evening time. But, because of the 
amount of money the webs have 
(Continued on page 29) 


‘NBC Eyes Expansion Of 


~ Comm’! Daytime Segments 


Now that NBC has posted the 
SRO sign on its daytime “Kate 
| Smith Show,” the web is pressing 
| tO wrap up sponsors for other day- 
itime segments. With Miss Sipith’s 
| show airing cross-the--oard from 4 
to 5 p. m., NBC is now concentrat- 
ing on selling the 3 to 3:30 »® m. 
slot and, according to web execs, 
several bankrollers have already 
nibbled at various packages being 
pitched to them. 

Shows with soap opera formats 
are getting the biggest play. NBC 
currently has three of them, each 
;running 15 minutes, available in 
audition form, which are being 
peddled around the agencies. These 
include “Hawkins Falls,” which was 
staged as a full-hour, Saturday 
| night program last summer: “Fam- 
ily Doctor,” and “Candy and Bill,” 





latter produced by NBC in associa- | 
Carol | 


tion with indie packager 
Irwin. Unlike Miss Smith’s pro- 
gram, which was sold on a partici- 
pating basis, NBC hopes to line up 
, one sponsor for each of these cross- 
the-board. 

“Ransom Sherman Show,” which 
originates in Chicago, presently 


‘occupies the 3 to 3:30 segment. | 


|Web has been unsuccessful so far 
in selling it and, if the program 
;is not dropped, it will probably be 
cut to a 15-minute format to play 
| back-to-back with one of the soap- 
Meanwhile, with its “Mystery 
| Theatre” 
iriod, NBC is mulling the idea of 
building other post-midnite shows. 
These will probably be programs 


‘a “knotty 


series already earmarked | 
\for the 12:05 to 12:20 a. m. pe- | 


be telecast Mondays through Fri- 
days 11:10 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Roger W. Clipp, general manager 


‘of the Philadelphia Inquirer sta- 


tion, announced the educational se- 


| ries following a series of meetings 


with leading educators from the 


| participating institutions. 


Attention is certain to be focused 
on the WFIL-TV television college 
courses at a time when educators 
all over the country are seeking 
added TV time for instructive pro- 
grams in the public interest. The 
FCC at the moment is considering 
a number of requests for the alloca- 
tion of separate channels for edu- 
cative purposes. 

Spokesmen for the cooperating 
colleges and universities believe 
the station’s plan offers an educa- 
tional challenge unparalleled in 
the television industry, by develop- 
ing regular college courses adapta- 
ble to video presentation. Dr. Arm- 
and L. Hunter, educational director 
of the Inquirer stations, will serve 
as chairman of the administrative 
committee. Dr. Hunter is chairman 
of the department of radio, speech 
and theatre at Temple U., and for- 
mer chairman of the department of 
radio in Northwestern U.’s School 
of Speech. 

Dr. Joseph Zimmerman, director 
of the Temple U. Television Work- 
shop, Will be in charge of produc- 
tion for WFIL-TV. Before joining 
the Temple faculty, Dr. Zimmer- 
man was technical director of the 
Northwestern U. Theatre and a for- 
mer set decorator at Paramount 

Courses of study scheduled will 
be televised in two series of 11 
weeks each during the winter and 
spring. Nine colleges and universi- 
ties will offer 15-minute, 20-minute 
and half-hour programs in the ini- 
tial series. Some of these will be 
represented in the second series. 
The Philadelphia Board of Educa- 
tion will offer a separate course, 
“Let's Speak Spanish.” 

Institutions represented in the 
first series and the subjects to be 
covered include: Albright College, 
“Nuclear Physics for the Layman;” 
Beaver Colleg , ‘Understanding 
Economics; Drexel Institute, “Un- 
derstanding Our Teenage Chil- 
dren;” Penn State, “The Homes We 


Live In; Pennsylvania Military 
College. “Chemistry of Living;” 
Rider College, “Success Through 
Self-Improvement;” St. Joseph's 
College, “The Art of Thinking;” 
Temple U., “The Child and the 
Family,” and ursinus College, 


“Governments Around the World.” 

Other cooperating colleges in- 
clude Bryn Mawr, of Delaware, 
Haverford College, LaSalle College, 
Lehigh U., Moravian College for 
Women, Muhlenberg College, Rut- 
gers U., Swarthmore College and 
Villanova College. 


BRITISH EQUITY SEES 
VIDPIC IMPORT DANGER 


London, Dec. 26. 

The recent deal by which the 
British Broadeast Corp. acquired 
a series of 13 TV pix made pri- 
marily for the U. S. market by 
John Nasht, has led to talks be- 
tween the council of British Actors 
Equity and the BBC. 

An Equity spokesman says the 
deal highlights the danger that a 
good part of the BBC's own output 
might eventually consist of pix 
made abroad. Equity calls it as 
problem” which cant 
take a hasty decision. 

It would be a “nightmare world,” 
said Equity, if the product of a 





tiny handful of artists in a single 


country could be canned and dis 


, which can be produced without the | patched to TV screens of every 


addition of more personne] or fa-, other country, which is already 


— according to a web spokes- | happening “to a considerable ex- 


tent” with Holly wood films. | 
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Tele Follow-Up Comment 


seeeorerrry ve. 


As its Christmas Night offering, 
ihe Procter & Gamble-sponsored 
“\jusical Comedy Time” on NBC- 
Ty oifered an adaptation of Victor 


Herbert’s “Babes in Toyland,” en- | 


dowing it with a cast that included 
such 
xing. Robert Weede, Edith Fel- 
jowes, Gil Lamb, Dorothy Jarnac 
and Robert Dixon, among others. 
Alexander Kirkland wrote the TV 
version, transferming the Herbert 


classic of the 1929 Broadway sea- 


con into a 1950-vintaged musical 
that took cognizance of such cur- 
rent phenomena as video, Milton 
Berle and Hopalong = Cassidy. 


Practically everybody and every- 
thing, for that matter, was written 
into the book but Dagmar and Faye 
Emerson. 

Cheice of “Babes” as the Yule- 
tide offering was understandable, 
but what was projected over the 
screen was anything but. Some- 
how the grownups couldn't make 
the transition into babes in Toy- 
iand. The fantasy was elusive and 
heavy-handed, the Christmas charm 


seldom if ever permeated and the 
resultant hodgepodge never 
broached the light, melodic tempo 


ot the Herbertian frolic. 

\s Dr. Electronic, whose nuclear 

nd ultimately proved no match 
for the creator of Toyland, Dennis 
King had a hapless role. Even the 
perennially favorite “March of the 
Toys’ and “Toyland” tunes didn’t 
come to life,in the TV _ version, 
though the opportunities for 
imaginative staging were bound- 
less Dorothy Jarnac and Gil 
Lamb projected well in individual 
specialties; Robert Weede as the 
season's portender of cheer made 
the one outstanding musical con- 
tribution, but the lengthy number 
ot impressive credits could have 
labored and brought forth some- 
thing more rewarding. ° 


The names were _imposing 
enough, and so was the talent, but 
the comedy material used to flavor 


the ingredients failed to produce | 


the desired results Sunday night 
(24) on the Bob Hope show. NBC's 
“Comedy Hour” found Hope still 
a very funny guy, but he, too, had 
his lapses, through no fault of his 
own. When the laughs don’t come, 
there's little that can be done to 
circumvent the void. ‘ 


The names included Eleanor 
Roosevelt, Lily Pons, Robert Cum- 
mings and Betty Bruce for the 
lure-em quality, in addition to 
tlope himself. Mrs. Roosevelt 
finaled the show with her reprise 
ol a Yuletime message of peace 
and goodwill, a message once read 


by George Washington himself, | 
and while this was not entertain- | 


tient per se, it lent the proper 
spiritual quality to the program, 
especially with its choral back- 
ground (St. John's Boys Choir). 

Miss Pons, with a nifty produc- 
tion background, first did the “Bell 
Song” from “Lakme,” and with 
this she socked over strongly. She 
made a couple of subsequent ap- 
Ppearances that were also-rans, but 
this was because she had little to 
do except foil for some inferior 
comedy, 

Robert Cummings, from films, 
suffered also from scriptitis, al- 
though at times he was able to sift 
through the welter of so-called 
comedy and point up his own per- 


sonality, He was in several comedy | 


Spots, with his first appearance, 
With Hope, showing him off best. 
A Santa Claus bit, with Hope, B. 
S. Pully and Jerry Bergen, was 
especially disastrous. The way the 
number was written — with the 


Macy's department store as the | 
| A performance that will be long: 


iulcrum—suggested that the latter 
Was the sponsor. But maybe it 
Was the spirit of the year, with 

rigidaire playing Santa, too. 

Betty Bruce had a solo dancing 
Spot, and her taps, as always, were 
Crystal-clear. Robert ) 
harpist, likewise was clicko in his 
: . ; 

A notable contribution was that 
®t Charles Sanford, the musical 
director, with his complex cues of 


Music that ranged from the pops | 


lo the operatic. 





Either Ed Sullivan decided it 
wan't worth competing with Bob 
lope, who was on NBC-TV at the 
same time as Sullivan's CBS-TV 
loast of the Town,” or he could 
' round up enough variety tal- 
ent to fill out a full hour. At any 
rate, the first 15 minutes of his 
show were devoted to introducing 
a number of stock video characters 
— despite a strong talent Kineup 
thereafter, the show lacked its cus- 
tomary glitter and sharpness. 

Qpening with Paul Jones’ danc- 
nS group of youngsters “from 
Stamford, Conn., Sullivan kept 
them onstage and in ue¢éed them 
‘o Captain Video,’ the Video 'Ran- 


» CP SOO-+ vo HPCC HOOCOCO.... . 


fine performers as Dennis. 


Maxwell, | 


| poetry. 
‘.ptetel 


- 00< 
‘ger, Cactus Jim and Ted Mack of 


the “Original Amateur Hour.” Just | 
what purpose this accomplished is 


not clear, but it did eat up 15 min- 
utes of the show. 
| Thereafter, the program 


comic Mickey Deems, Lauritz Mel- 
chior, dancer-bird trainer 
Harvey, David Niven and singer 
Rosemary Clooney on the roster. 
Deems did his bit on Sunday with 
the family, and registered solidly. 
While he’s done the same turn in 
theatres and niteries and on TV 
before, it still is strong. 

Melchior excelled in “Vesti la 
Giubba”’ and later came back to 
sing “Some Enchanted Evening,” 
doing a charming waltz with an 
eight-year old girl from the dance 
group. Niven appeared in a scene 
from R. C. Sherriff’s World War 
I play, “Journey’s End,” 
while competently done, 
dramatic 
complex of the entire play. 

Harvey scored in his turn with 
his ‘trained Australian budgie 
birds. Stint requires a degree of 
audience participation in that some 
members of the audience are 
asked to hold the birds on their 
fingers. But the delightful quality 
of the act registers with home 
viewers too. Miss Clooney com- 
petently sang a couple of pops. 


lacked 





Henry James has now provided 
“Philco Television Playhouse” with 
three topflight vehicles. On Sun- 
day (24) the NBC-TV stanza offered 
a dramatization of his “The Pupil,” 
which was movingly staged. 

Story is that of a tutor, played 
by John Newland, who was hired 
to teach a spoiled 10-year-old (Jud- 
son Rees). However, 

‘learned that the child’s unman- 
ageability stemmed from his par- 
ents’ failure to give him love. Be- 
cause he himself had been an 
orphan, and knew a kid’s need for 





Was | 
back on its customary format, with | 


Ross | 


which, | 


pertinence out of the’ 


CHRISTMAS SONG 
With Lois Hunt, Norman Scott, 

Gordon Dilworth, Harold Brown, 

Beverly Janis, Margery Myer, 

Stephen Kennedy, Joe Helgesen, 

Jon Silo, others 
Producer: Paul Rosen 
Director: Larry White 
Stager: Roger Gerry 
Writer: Barbara Boothe 
Music: Robert Russell Bennett 
60 Mins.; Mon. (25), 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
DuMont, from N. Y. 

For its special Christmas offer- 
ing, DuMont trotted out this ambi- | 
tious, hour-long original produc- | 
tion demonstrating how Christmas | 
affects a supposedly typical Man- 
hattan community. But, while the 
musical portions were well-han- | 
dled, the weak thesping and cliched | 
script militated against full projec- 
tion of the Christmas spirit, for 
which the show was supposedly 
aiming. Web is to be commended 
for staging such an apparent costly 
venture on a sustaining basis, but | 
the show just didn’t have it. 

Story was set in a lower-class | 
apartment house, supposedly on! 
the lower east side, which per-| 
mitted for the inclusion of N. Y.’s | 
polyglot life. Main story line had | 
the landlord, in love with a young | 
femme tenant, seeking to have the | 
building torn down so he could) 
erect a warehouse. What was more 
to the holiday atmosphere was the 
introduction of the tenants, each | 
of whom emigrated to the U. S. | 
from a different country. In pick- | 
ing up the story of each, the show 





} 
| 


| 


| segued neatly into depicting how | 


| 


| 
| 


he quickly | 


| 
} 


affection, Newland cared for the. 
youngster and finally he and his, 


bride-to-be took him away 
them. 


More important than the 


with | 


plot | 


was the psychological depth which | 


James gave his novels and which 
Stephen deBaun’s adaptation re- 
tained. The piece made an incisive 
indictment of parents who are 
more concerned with their finan- 
| cial affairs than with their 
dren, a theme which has figured in 
much of James’ works. 

Newland brought understanding 

and charm to the role of the tutor 
and young Rees was believable as 
‘his problem charge. Viola Roache 
handled the part of the callous 
mother well and Ann Summers 
| clicked as the tutor’s fiancee. 


| Producer: Rudy Bretz 
chil- | 


| Sustaining 
| ABC-TV, from New York 


Because of the Christmas Eve 
skedding, commercials were de-| 


leted from the-intermissions and 
the time saved was devoted to a 
five-minute session of carols at the 
end of the airer. Presumably, in 
kinescope cities which see the pro- 


gram after the Holidays, commer- | 


cials will be restored and the carol 
segment dropped. 





Joey Adams bandied badinage 
with Abe Burrows and George S. 
Kaufman on “This Is Show Busi- 
ness” (CBS! and almost made it 
kidding-on-the-square in rebuttal 
and otherwise. He did an okay 
stint, based on his “Rate Your 
Mate” quiz (also a CBS show, AM 
not TV). Kitty Carlisle was the 


| 


guest femme panelist. Incidentally, | 


Clifton Fadiman has dropped his 
cheaters which is a good visual 
idea in view of the high-dome as- 
sists from permanent panelists 
Burrows and Kaufman. 





‘remembered by those that saw it 
| was delivered Monday (25) night 
'by Fay Bainter on CBS-TV’s “Lux 


/ Video Theatre.” Playing an inn- 


Christmas was celebrated in each | 
of their native lands. 

Several original songs, mostly of | 
the dramatic showtune_ variety, 
were cleffed for the production by | 
Robert Russell Bennett. While 
none had much pop appeal, they | 
sounded like good Broadway musi- | 


cal prospects, In comparison, | 
though, Rodgers - Hammerstein | 
“Soliloquy” from _ “Carousel,” | 


which was sung capably by Ste-| 
phen Kennedy, was standout. | 
Show was backgrounded by an/| 
attractive set, with simulated snow, | 
showing the front of the apart- | 
ment building. Cast sang much 
better than they acted. Production 
and camera work were adeguate. | 
Stal. | 


| 
| 


FAMILY CHRISTMAS 

With Burl Ives, Margaret Johnson, | 
David Anderson 

Writer: Al Crews 


Director: Crews 
30 Mins.; Mon., 9:30 p.m. 


Protestant Radio Commission, in 
cooperation with ABC-TV, turned 
out a fine Yuletide program in 
“Family Christmas” which the net : 
aired Monday (25). Kingpin of the | 
informal session was Burl Ives, who | 
presided over a family gathering 
around a living room tree. The) 
pipe-smoking balladeer set the 
holiday mood with impromptu 
songs in verse and led family mem- 
bers in Christmas carols around a 
piano. 

Atmosphere of “Family Christ-| 
mas” was informal, but with a 
quiet dignity that typified many 
similar scenes in other American | 
homes. High point of the stanza 
was Ives’ explanation of the Bibli- | 
cal and contemporary significance | 
of Christmas to his 10-year-old son. | 
He re-told the story of the Nativity 
and drew a_ parallel from the 
troubled times when Christ was | 
born to our own uncertain period | 
of the present. 

Touching on the Communist 
menace, Ives counselled his off- 


/spring that we're not mad at the 


Russians—only their government. | 


|“We mustn’t hate people,” he add- | 


‘ 


ed, “for when we have good will in- 
our hearts toward people and they 
have good will to us, then we will | 
have peace.” Withal, “Family | 
Christmas” ranked high among | 
holiday special shows, for-it related 


the story of the birth of Christ and 


{ 
| 


keeper’s wife in an adaptation of | 


“A Child Is Born,” she endowed 
the role with the mystic, poetic 


the late Stephen Vincent Benet’s | 


! 


quality that gave spirit and mean- | 


ing to the story of Christ's birth 
and all that story conveys. 

Benet’s tale itself, like most of 
his work, has a mystic quality 
about it. It tells of how the inn- 
keeper’s wife gets the revelation 
of the meaning of the birth of the 


Child in the stable of her Inn and Director: Arthur Knorr 
how she gets that meaning across | Writers: 


to the rest of those in the Inn. 
Story is set in the cruel reign of 


King Herod, and the Child’s birth 60 Mins., Mon. (25), 3 p.m. 
comes to her as a symbol of hope | Participating 
for freedom for all men and for all | NBC, from N. ¥. 


time. 
Miss Bainter delivered her lines 


as inspirationally as the mood of full-hour 
the story itself. In her better mo- | Christmas Day (25) afternoon, and 


ments—or superlative, since they 
were all good—they flowed like 


(Continued on page 28) — 


| 


! 


Gene Lockhart was com- | paced, ‘ . 
y effective in-an antithetical | There was a good, informal quality jt how the tab is being picked up. | 
pon ees ‘i Burm. 


its relation to the present era in 
terms that children could readily | 
understand. Gilb 


UNCLE MILTY’S CHRISTMAS 


} 
| 





PARTY 
With Milton Berle, Lauritz Mel- 
ehior, Maxellos, Martin Bros., 


Martha Raye, Trixie, Gaudsmith 
Bros., Delage & Shirley, James 
Little, Manuel & Marita Perez, 
Al Geodman orch 

Producer: Irving Gray 


Hal Collins, Jay Burton, 
Bobby Gordon, Buddy Arnold. 
Woody Kling 


(Kieswetter) ; 
Milton Berle put on a special 
variety show for kids 


because the acts were shrewdly 
chosen for kid appeal, and breezily 


| Furthermore, the 


| needs. 





the airer came off well.! 


‘< -(Confihued oh page 29) ° 


HANSEL AND GRETEL 

With David Lioyd, Virginia ‘ Has- 
kins, Claramae Turner, Frances 
Lehnerts, Paul Ukena, Michael 
Spivak 

Director: Charles Polacheck 

Producer: Samuel Chotzinoff 

60 Mins.; Mon. (25), 2 p.m. 

Sustaining 

NBC-TV, from N. Y. 
Humperdinck’s opera, ‘Hansel 

and Gretel,’ was trimmed into an 

engaging 60-minute 

afternoon video offering for juves 

and adults alike. Based on an 

English translation by Townsend 


Brewster, this holiday opera was: 


imaginatively staged within the 
limitations of the video screen 
while fully utilizing the technical 
flexibility of the TV cameras. 
This production was cleverly 
presented as a fairy tale with 
music. While Humperdinck’s score 
was used with only minor dele- 
tions, the video version of the 
opera was primarily angled to- 
wards a lucid narration of the 
familiar legend. As such, this pro- 
duction eliminated the elaborate 
dream sequence of the original in 
favor of retaining a steady focus 
on the adventures of the two cen- 
tral characters, Hansel and Gretel. 
Three simple sets were adequate 
for this production which was run 
off without interruption. The 


‘sequence in the forest, where the 


children become lost after dark, 
was a model of theatrical 
omy. The terrors of the night 
were fully communicated through 
the utilization of only a couple of 
camera tricks. Similarly, in the 
witch’s house, camera superim- 
positions created the illusion of 
the witch riding through the air 
on a broom. While effective, the 
camera tricks were wisely not 
overdone. ; 

On a par with the physical pro- 
duction, the performances were 
standout. Virginia Haskins and 
David Lloyd, as Hansel and Gretel, 
sang flawlessly besides entering 
into the spirit of their juvenile 
roles. Claramae Turner also was 


impressively sinister as the witch, | 


while Frances Lehnerts and Paul 
Ukena handled the parental roles 
competently. Herm. 





LET'S LIVE ? 
With Bill Leonard and family 
Producer-director: Paul De Fur 


| Writers: Al Morgan, Leonard 


15 Mins.; Sun., 12:30 p.m. 


| MACMILLAN 


WCBS-TV, New York : 
Bill’ Leonard’s “This Is New 
York” strip on WCBS (which has 
the aid of a large and hep report- 
ing-script staff) is one of Goth- 


'am’s most literate morning airers. 


In view of that, Leonard's video 
entry, “Let’s Live.” is_a sad dis- 
appointment. Preem Sunday (24) 


had Leonard with his wiie Adele 
and three of their five sons gath- 


ered in their living room and chat-| 


ting on Christmas. ; 

Aim is to provide relaxed, lei- 
surely conversation. However, It 
came off as stiff and static. Leon- 
ard’s handling of his kids was un- 
natural and formal. He tended to 


/ monopolize the time and his wife 


wasn't fully integrated into the 
proceedings. 
format, in short, 
cated to provide a smooth show. 
airer lacked a 
clearcut angle. There was some 
talk about their Nativity creche 
and a reading of a couple of stan- 


zas of “The Night Before Christ- | 


‘Pulitzer’s ‘Mate’ Proves 
~ Answer to Diehards On 


used less than a dozen shots in the. 


mas.” Fact that this was cut short 
added to the program's feeling of 
incompleteness. 

Production, ‘on film, was marred 
by bad camerawork that lacked 
closeups, and a slow pace that 


quarter-hour span. 

Future telecasts, 
plained, will deal with photog- 
raphy, boating, skiing, ete., In 
which books on the subjects will 
be brought in as commercials for 
the Macmillan publishing house. 
Dealing with more specialized top- 
ics, such as these hobbies, may 
provide the appeal to a specific 
viewing audience that the = 
ril. 


MAGIC BY CHRISTOPHER 
With Milbourne Christopher 
Producer: George Poisal 
15 Mins.: Wed., 6:40 p.m. 
SCHREIBER FOOD MARKETS 
WAAM, Baltimore 

Milbourne Christopher is a youth- 


‘ful, smooth working magico with a 
'good line of patter to sell his 


tricks with small stuff, mainly 
ropes, cards, cigaret lighter, etc. 
He keeps his show at a good pace 
and rings in a “party puzzle” give- 
away trick, offering more of such 


to writers-in. 


It’s a nice switch from the song 
and dance, drama and commentary 
stuff preceding and following his 
particular slot and offers possibili- 
ties of more ambitious auspices. 
Sponsoring food markets display 
name branded items with good 
mention which may be a tipoff as 





Christmas ; 


| wonderful effects. 


econ- | 


The family- gabfest | 
is too compli-| 


Leonard ex- 


ONE. HOUR IN WONDERLAND 
With Walt Disney, Kathryn Beau- 
mont, Bobby Driscoll, Hans 

Conried, Edgar Bergen, Fire- 

house Five Plus Two, others 
Producer-writer: Bill Walsh 
Supervisory director: Disney 
Music: Paul Smith 
60 Mins.; Mon. (25), 4 p.m. 
COCA-COLA 
NBC-TV, from New York (film) 

(D’Arcy) 

The art of Walt Disney socked 
over a special hourlong Christmas 
show, delightful to young and old, 
which NBC-TV aired Monday (25). 
The program, made on film in 
Disney’s Hollywood studios, was a 
fine blend of human and cartoon 
characters, with real people such 


|as Disney and Edgar Bergen mix- 


ing well with ventriloqual dummies 
and such pen-and-ink stars as 
Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck. 

Format had Bergen, Charlie "1c- 
Carthy and Mortimer Snerd at a 
Coke party Disney tossed, with 
the guests calling on a magic 
mirror to reprise segments of their 


‘favorite Disney features. The in- 
terplay between the real and 
fantasy worlds made for some 


v There was Mc- 
Carthy’s cynical comment ¢hat the 
mirror was “just a hopped-up tele- 


, Vision set’”’ and the looking glass’ 


acid retort that it summoned up 
the old reels “‘without the aid of 
vulgar knobs, tubes or aerial.” 
Hans Conried’s performance as the 
mirror genie was neat, and the 
weird effects used in the occult 
glass were charming rather than 
frightening. 

Disney released his stable of 
characters for video as a healthy 
plug for his upcoming “Alice in 
Wonderland” pic. Taking part in 
the production were Kathryn 
Beaumont, Alice’s voice in the 
film, and Bobby Driscoll, Academy 
Award-winning juve who also 
worked on the feature. Disney and 
his daughters also acquitted them- 
selves well in the party scenes. 

Outshining the real _ scenes, 
however, were the Disneyana reels. 
There was the gay “Happy Song” 
from “Snow White and the Seven 
| Dwarfs,” some sock antics with 
Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck and 
| Goofy as they cavorted on a clock 
tower, a laugh-getting excerpt 
from “Uncle Remus” with Br’er 
Rabbit, Br’er Fox and Br’er B‘ar, 
and a winning piece in which 
Pluto and a bulldog wrangled over 
a bone in a carnival hall of mir- 
rors. 

_Piece de resistance was a pre- 
view of the tea party episode from 
“Alice.” In this Ed Wynn does 
| the voice of the Mad Hatter and 
Jerry Colonna does that of the 
March Hare. The Lewis Carroll 
fantasy, it would appear from the 
sample, should prove a_ smash, 
faithful to classic’s spirit with the 
addition of typical Disney in- 
ventiveness. 

Firehouse Five Plus Two orch 
provided a novelty arrangement of 
“Jingle Bell,” and the airer wound 
with a cute scene as McCarthy 
tried to make a “deal” with the 
magic mirror, only to find the 
| 8enie replaced by Mortimer Snerd. 

Pictorial quality of the Techni- 
color cartoons was good, although 


|a bit of the separation was lost, 


and pointed up a reason for color 


video. Coca - Cola commercials 
were tastefully restrained and 
effective. 

Bril, 





H’wood’s TV Contribution 


Any doubts still held by the “all- 
television” diehards about what 
Hollywood can contribute to the 


,medium must have been completes 
| ly shattered Friday night (22) with 


the presentation of “The Pharma- 
cist’s Mate” on ABC's “Pulitzer 
Prize Playhouse.” For here. in an 
hour-long film produced by N. 
Peter Rathvon’s indie firm and di- 


rected by Irving Pichel, was the 


type of professional drama video 
has been awaiting. Spontaneous or 
not, the show, from dialog through 
camera work and lighting, was 
near-perfect in execution. And, 


in addition, with Pichel evidently 
, paying strict attention to TV's re- 
‘quirements, the film certainly con- 
{tained as much “intimacy” as any 
! live video production. 


Hollywood names studded the 
cast and production credits, with all 
turning in top-drawer  perform- 
ances. Script was penned by Budd 
Schulberg for his first major TV 
writing assignment. Brian Donlevy 


and Gene Raymond starred, and 


Darryl Ilickman, Alan Hale, Jr., 
Frank Jenks and other Hollywood 
feature plavers topped the support- 
‘ing cast. While the entire story 
. took place, inside, a submerged sub- 
(Continued on page 26) 
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NOW IN THE 169th CONS 
FOR PROCTER 


THE BIOW COMPANY © STEFAN HATOS, Producer © BOB CUNNING 
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‘PAY OR PLAY’ 


HIGHEST MAIL PULLING RECORD 
IN THE LAST FIVE YEARS 
ON WBBM CHICAGO 


| With Jack Fulton, Ralph Mazza, Dick Cunliff, Sid Nierman 
Al Rudd, Director Edwin Cahn, Producer 


Lie” 

a af 
THANKS 

A GHIAT 


G 
RA 







en 





Bill Despard, Announcer Sam Samuelson, Writer 


Monday through Friday, 3:30 P.M. 


Sponsored by Sawyer Biscuit Company 


through the George H. Hartman Co. 
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~ ‘HI LADIES’ 


The Home Arts Guild TV Show with 
x 


THE HIGHEST DAYTIME RATING? 
| ON WGN-TV CHICAGO 


It SELLS... AND SELLS... for 


te ne 










THANKS FOR 
A GMAT 1950! 


5 WISHNG EVERYONE AN 
VEN GREATER 1951! 















Niagara Starch Florida Oranges Adolph’s Meat Tenderizer 
French's Instant Potatoes On-Core Steaks Chiquita Banana 
Little Bo Peep Ammonia Melody Whip Marcal Wax Paper 
Henry’s Tastee Dressing Grid-L-Redi 





Monday through Friday, 4-4:30 P.M. 


eee Bud Palmer, Director Keith Fires, Producer 
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WPIX now has 11 editors and 
newsreel photogs working under 


the supervision of Walter D. 
Engels, which the station claims 
gives it the largest fulltime video 
newsreel organization among the 
oe . . Eyron H. Mic- 
Kinney joined Calkins & Holden 
Carlock. McClinton & Smith, as 
dio-TV producer-directoi He 
riy produced radio and T\ 
for the Veterans Adminis 
Information Ottice 
that, was with Du- 
American Theatre 

Pilot film in a “Red 
ries for TV 
network execs is 
William Morris ot 
ice, iation with Stephen 
Slesingei Lena Horne makes 
her video debut Jan. 20 on Max 
Liebman’s “Your Show of Shows” 
via NBC. She’il sing, femcee and 


outlets 


ri? ¢ 
prio ) 


was screenea 


\ the 


in asso 


ao a sketch with Sid Caesar and 
Imogene Coca Steve revin, 
formerly ciated with several 
Holl. wood p oducers, has joined 

now directing “In 


DuMont and 
; . Carl King, who 
DuMont’s “Capt 


ars on iin 
and emcees “Mayfair 
ee,’ ha been handed a third 
chore, on WOR-TV's 

s Crossroads.” 

\RIETY Was misinformed last 
weck tl John Gibbs had signed 
Paul Lukas ior a new series of 
video shows and Wendy Barrie to 
an exclusive radio-TV pact. Lukas 
has been set tor a series of dra- 
matic shows by Pick-deVry Pro- 
ductions and Miss Barrie remains 


under contract to packager Martin 
Goodman 

NBC-TV producer Carolyn Burke 
to Coast tor a week, including visit 
to parents in Portland, Ore 

Jack Weir, of NBC's video sales 


department, and Jane Allerding, 
receptionist in the department, 


who first met through working to- 
gether, revealed their engagement 
over the weekend 

Norman ard Irving Pincus hit a 
parlay with their two TV shows 
“Adventures of Ellery Queen” 


“(DuMont) named by TV Guide as 
best tele mystery for 1950, and 
their “Mr. TI. Magination” ‘(CBS 
labeled best children’s show of the 


year by Look mag Hope 
Miller into lead femme opposite 
William Gargan in “Martin Kane” 


(NBC) tomorrow (Thurs.? 

Hollywood 

Deal is being dickered for 
Rupert Hughes, author, wit and 
radio emcee, to make his television 
debut on KTTV with a quarter- 
hour Sunday night commentary 
Although admitting television 
Was a major factor in the team’s 


finishing on the right side of the 
ledger for the first time in its his- 
tory, L. A. Rams will ask 15% 
more for television rights to the 
1951 pro grid games. Additionally, 
pact will have to be on a term 
deal of three to five years. KNBH, 


which lost $61,000 on this year’s 
games, will get first refusal 
Kraft sponsor Bob Raisbeck’s 
KECA-TV package “The Ruggles,” 
starting Jan. 18 Currie’s Ice 


Cream is dropping “Space Patrol” 
to take over bankrolling of “Take 
15” KLAC-TV tomorrow (27 
on a five-davy-weekly basis. Ewing 
Sisters, Don Burke and the Van 
Alexander Trie are starred. . 

Carro!l Righier, star of the KLAC- 
TV “Star Gazing” 


program, has 
been set as astrological 


on 


columnist 
in 30 newspapers around the coun- 


try by Enterprise Syndicate. 
First column appears Jan. 8 in 
Chicago Tribune, Los Angeles 
Times, Detroit Free Press, Boston 
Traveler and San Francisco 


Chronicle among other papers . 


Package of 13 J. Arthur Rank pix, 
selected a the best of the 65 
beamed so far this year, has been 
selected by KECA-TYV for re-run- 
ning in 1951 “Wild Bill 
Hickok" vidfilm series. starring 
Guy Madison and Andy Devine 
gets under wavy today at Hal Roach 
studios Pix are being made for 
sale on a regional basis by Sid 
Smith, with Tommy Carr direct- 
ing 
Chicago 

Danny O'Neil opened with an- 
other show on WBKB last week 
Latest offering, tagged “Danny 
O'Neil at Home,” went into the 


Tuesday and Thursday 6-6:15 p.m 
for Leo Rose stores. Pianist 
Bud Griese and Gus Rhodes are 
also taking part . Sam Singer's 
puppet package, “Paddy the Peli- 


slot 


can,” returns to WENR-TV next 
Saturday (30) replacing “Shirley 
and Bedelia,” which moves into 
the Tuesday and Thursday 5:45- 
6 p.m. spot opened with Marshall 
Field & Co. dropping “Uncle 
Mistletoe’ on those days Paul 


Visser, of the Chi NBC agriculture 
department, will unreel a kine of 
the special NBC telecast last 
month from the International Live 
Stock Exposition before U. S. Dept. 
of Agriculture specialists in Wash- 
ington, Jan. 3 Borrah Minne- 
vitch’s Harmonica Rascals guest- 
ing on ABC's “Don MeNeill TV 
Club” tonight (Wed.) 

Sarra wound two new film plugs 


of Pure Oil Co. to be used on 
NBC's “Who Said That.’ Super- 
vising were Pure Oil ad manager 


Oliver Goldsmith and Clair Calli- 
han of Leo Burnett agency 


Lois Gavzer poins the NBC tele 
production staff here . Ernie 
Simon bowed with a_ half-hour 
talent hunt show 
Friday (22! ... TV Forecast, Chi 
video fan mag, picked up the tab 
on WNBQ for Milton Berle's 
Christmas party on NBC rT Chi 
public Jibrary reports tele viewing 
has cut down book circulation 
18° since the first of the year 
-.. ABC will kine Herb Laufman's 
“Your Problem Panel” next week 
_. Commonwealth Edison is pick- 
ing up the Youles’s “Weatherman 
WNBQ Wednesdays and 














show on rS 

Fridays Standard Milling “Cere- 

sgota Flour! will continue to bank- 
roll the series other nights. 

- a == 

| 

Stanton | 

| Continued from page 5 

The pitch was flatly turned down, 


he det lared. 
Siragusa Stands Pat, Too 

When apprised of Stanton’s de- 
nial at the conclusion of his speech, 
Siragusa enlarged upon the details 
of the offer. He tole reporters he 
had phoned CBS in May, 1949, to 
ask board chairman William S. Pa- 
tpone or cancel a sched- 


ley to po 

uled closed circuit medical color 
telecast in Atlantic City. Paley was 
not available so the call was 


switched to Stanton, Admiral prexy 
said. 


Stanton told him the test had al- 


ready been set up and could not 
be abandoned. Then, according to 
Siragusa, CBS exec asked, “Why 
don’t you and two or three other 


manufacturers bail me out of this 
thing?” Siragusa said he asked 
Stanton how much CBS had invest- 
ed in its color system. “Stanton 
said $3,000,000. I laughed and said 
it wasn’t worth $30.” 


Siragusa admitted Stanton had 
called him about the advance copy 
of the talk. “I told him I had talked 
with a man who said he was Frank 
Stanton, and recalled the circum- 
stances to him,”’ Admiral exec said. 
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Pulitzer’s ‘Mate’ | 











}———- Continued from page 23 = 
marine, which eliminated the need 
for any expensive sets, it’s still dif- 
ficult to figure how Rathvon and 
Edgar Peterson, regular producer 


on the “Pulitzer” series, brought in 
the film for the reported $30,000 
budget But they proved it could 
be done, and the project's success 
should go tar towards luring other 
major Hollywood producers into 
vidfilm work. 

Schulberg based his yarn on the 
1943 Pulitzer prize news story 
penned by George Weller of the 
Chicago Daily News. It told of a 


























Look Who’s at the Metropolitan! 
(And It’s Not Loew’s) 




















Press Representatives: 
GORE-SOLTERS ASSOC. 


The First Broadway Comedian 
to Be Featured at the 
Metropolitan Opera House 


JACK 
GILFORD 


in the Non-Singing Role { 
of Frosch the Jailer 
in the New English Version of 


DIE FLEDERMAUS 


Endless Thanx to... 


i 





on WGN-TV |} 
| More than a dozen Paramount personalities have completed a special 


| Inside Stuff—Radio 


“Voice of America” program which 


will be broadcast throughout eftaly 


as a New Year greeting to that country on the night of Dec. 30. Esti- 


mated listening audience is 10,000,000. 


Titfed “The Curtain Rises,” 


the half-hour show was emceed by Isa Miranda, with Hal Wallis, 
Bing Crosby, Bob Hope, Betty Hutton, Joan Fontaine, William Holden, 
Dorothy Lamour, Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, William Bendix, Ruth 
Hussey, Lloyd Nolan, William Demarest and Walley Westmore featured. 

Recorded in Italian on the Paramount lot, show was produced by 


the “Voice of 
N.Y 


Lew Danis of 
the Coast from 


America’s” 
especially for this purpose. 


Italian division, who flew to 


Radio Reports, Inc., has just released the latest issue of its Radio-TV 


Personalities Digest. 
programs (commentators, gabbers, 
casters, women commentators, etc.) 
AM, TV and FM 
station, broadcast 


time, format, etc. 


In addition to the network airer 
De 


New York, Chicago, Cleveland, 


Tome lists more than 800-names of people and 
Mr.-and-Mrs. 


shows, forums, news- 


on the webs and local stations in 


For each stanza it catalogs the working address, 


S, special sections are devoted to 
troit, Los Angeles, New England, 


Philadelphia, San Francisco and Washington areas. 


Civil service examinations for the position of senior electrical ene 


gineer of 

nually. 
Applications will be issued 

Service Commission from Jan. 


and 


WNYC, N. Y., will be held shortly. 


Post pays $6,900 an- 


received at the Municipal Civil 


10-25. 
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pharmacist’s mate aboard the sub 
forced to perform an emergency 
appendectomy on enlisted man, 
Medico had never been close to an 
operating room before, which pro- 
vided a starkly suspenseful story 
peg for both Weller and Schulberg. 


an 


As scripted by the latter and per- 
formed by the standout cast, the 
show sustained maximum dramatic 


impact, often reaching that “heart- 
in-the-mouth” atmosphere. Fact 
that the story actually occurred 
during the war, with enemy sub- 
chasers in the immediate area, 
added to the suspense mood. 


Donlevy and Raymond were fine 
as the skipper and exec officer of 
the sub, but it was Phil Shawn, as 
the young and inexperienced med- 
ico, and Hickman, as his patient, 
who scored most solidly Jenks 
turned in nice it as the sub’s 
cook, with the ail-male supporting 
cast rating top honors. They in- 
cluded, in addition to Hale, Harold 
Lloyd, Jr., Bill Mauch, George Con- 
rad, Richard Bartlett, Steve Wayne, 
Robert Payne, Bob Strickland, 


John Tuggle, M. B. Scheidy, John 
Bauer and Bill Lechner. 

Sch! Which bankrolls the se- 
ries, added to its excellent com- 


mercials by confining its plug to a 
single, tasteful blurb at the mid- 
way point. Instead of its being a 
commercial, it was a neatly-execut- 
ed Christmas greeting to the audi- 
ence. Stal. 

















Chi Stations 
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ules its mail order pitches in this 
5 to 6:30 a.m. program. If Starkey 
catches on as expected, station 
plans to expand his schedule. 

Irv Victor’s midnight to 6 a.m. 
disk stint on WGN is heavily lard- 
ed with both folk music and m.o. 
spots. Clear channel 50,000 watter | 
has always made a strong pitch for | 
the non-metropolitan dialers with | 
its noon hour “Market Reporter” 
show and its 6 a.m. “‘Farm Hour.” 

Although the Chi NBC key — 
WMAQ—hasn’t as vet succumbed 
to the folk talent trend, it is giving 
thought to expanding its far-tar- 
geted programming. Station beams 
its daily “Town and Farm” show, 
aired at 6:15 to 6:45 a.m. and em- 
ceed by Everett Mitchell, to both 
the rural and city audience. Lioyd 
Burlingham’s “This Is Farming” 
is aired Saturdays at 7 p.m. 

Significantly, Quaker Oats, which | 
has cut back several of its AM | 
shows to move into teevee, still re- 
tains the half-hour Saturday “Maa 
On the Farm” show on Mutual for 
its farm feeds division. Ellis 
Chalmers, farm equipment manu- 
facturer, continues with NBC's “Na- 
tional Farm and Home Hour” in 
the 12-12:30 p.m. slot on Saturdays. 
On the same web, the cross-the- 
board 6:45 to 7 a.m. Alex Drier 
newscast for Sinclair Oil is written 
with the farm audience in mind. 





Bentley to WHAN 


| Spencer Bentley, recently a 
southern rep of Harry S. Goodman 
Radio Productions, has resigned to 
become general manager of the! 
Charleston Broadcasting Co., which | 
operates WHAN at Charleston, 
S. C. He will make his home there 
,/moving from Deal, N. J. 

Bentley, who last appeared in 
radio in such shows as “Stella 
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GARSON KANIN 
and 
CHARLIE BAKER 














' Dallas,” “The Sheriff” and “Mister | 
Keane,” previously was on the legit | 
| Stage in N. Y. Later he was com-| 
|mentator for Paramount newsree] | 
_and chief announcer at WNEW,' 
iN, Be | 





AFRA | 
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nications will be about as effective 
as they were the morning of the 
snow.” 

In its editorial, the publication 
points out that broadcasters meet 
every month; that the top person- 
nel in this area are in a position 
to recommend to both civilian de- 
fense and city authorities the best 
possible means to “cope with an- 


other weather crisis or disaster 

that may strike at any time.” 
Commenting on the broadcast- 

ing industry's role during the 


Thanksgiving snow, AFRATHOTS 
quotes “Col. William G. Hummell, 
whose 112th Engineers were called 
out to battle the snows as saying 
‘without radio we could not have 
alerted our troops. Radio broade 
cast an urgent message to our 
men, asking they report. We were 
not able to reach them directly 
because telephone lines were 
jammed.’” 
AFRATHOTS — urges 
broadcasters’ committee 
etfect a program whereby weather 
bulletins, police and fire instruc- 
tions and other pertinent facts be 
brought to the public’s attention 
during a crisis and thus prevail 


upon the public not to jam tele- 


that the 
put into 


‘phone wires with calls to police, 


fire, weather, and other key agen- 
cies during a disaster. 














dane Morgan 


The American Chanteuse from Paris 


MILT SHAW + HORACE DIAZ 


and his Orchestra and his Ensemble 


Special New Year's Eve Party 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31ST 

















Courtesy of M-G-FA 
Now appearing with 
DONALD O’CONNOR 
in “THE MILKMAN" 
(Universal-international 
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and outside. (Even in the home counties of 


the 16 next-largest cities of this area—some 





as far as 195 miles from the Twin Cities— 
wceco gathers a much larger audience than 


the hometown station in 12 out of the 16!) 
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role, that of the materialistic but 
understanding innkeeper. An ex- 
cellent biting performance was 
that of Dan Morgan as the cynical 
and tired thief, Ditmas, who is 
given faith after he catches a 
glimpse of the Child. Ann Marno 
and Elizabeth Ross are good as the 
two servant girls, and Horace Bra- 


ham excellent as the narrator. 
Sets. camera work and staging 

wer uniformly good. Cal Kuhl and 

Fielder Cook can take a couple of 


deep bows for their production and 
direction 


CBS-TV’s “Suspense,” as its con- 
tribution to holiday cheer, staged 
a warm-hearted adaptation last 
Tuesday night (19) of a Damon 
Runvon short story, titled ‘“Danc- 
ing Dan’s Christmas.” As adapted 
by Halsted Welles, the script re- 
tained just enough suspense to re- 
tain the integrity of the title. 
Otherwise, it was a pleasant bit of 
Runyonesque' nostalgia _harking 
back to the speakeasy-and-Prohibi- 
kid 


tion era when Runyon could 

about a couple of gangsters putting 
the finger on a romantic jewel- 
thief. As played by a fine cast, 
toplined by Wally Cox and Ethel 


Griffies, the show had in it much 
of the charm of Broadway's cur- 
rent Runyon offering, “Guys and 
Dolis.”’ 

Story was uncomplicated fluff, 
about a beauteous hostess in a 
speak, loved by the gang chief and 
“Dancing Dan,” the jewel-heister. 


Through playing Santa Claus for 
the gal’s aged grandmother, Dan 
succeeded in getting the doll and 


eluding the mobsters. Cox, in what 
was probably his first straight role 
on TV, did a neat job as one of 
the speak’s habitues. Miss Grif- 
fies scored as the sentimental 
grandmother and Cloris Leachman 
achieved just the right Runyon 
flavor as the gal. Robert Webber 
turned in a fine characterization of 


Dan, and Cliff Hall was good as 
the saloon-keeper.. Paul . Tipton 
and Harold Gary, as the two 


gangsters; Joe Sweeney, as a tipsy 
Santa, and Joe Bushkin, practically 
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December 25-29 
PALACE, Youngstown, Ohio 
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PALACE, Toledo, Ohio 


Tele Followups 


f Continued from page 23 








Dir.: Music Corp. of America 

















playing himself as the speak’s 
88’er, all registered solidly. 

Show was backgrounded by some 
standout sets lined up by producer- 
director Robert Stevens, including 
probably the best simulated snow 
yet seen on TV, which was worked 
up by CBS special effects chief 
John DeMott and his crew. Miss 
Leachman, incidentally, was 
spotted in one scene putting on 
her clothes over a chemise. It was 
the kind of thing that would never 
have gotten by the film industry’s 
Production Code guardians, but it 
fit right into the TV story. 





NBC-TV’s “Lights Out” went 
out on a new supernatural tangent 
Monday night (18) by presenting a 
story of a dead soldier returning 
to help some of his buddies out of 
a Japanese trap in the last war. 
While the fantastic aspects of the 
yarn hit somewhat too closely to 
home to make it very believable, 
the neat production given the 
show by Herbert Swope, Jr., 
coupled with some good perform- 
ances under the direction of Lau- 
rence Schwab, Jr., made for an in- 
teresting half-hour. 

Lee Tracy turned in his usual 
capable thesping job as the hard- 
bitten but sympathetic sergeant, 
responsible for springing his 
squadron out of the trap atop a 
mountain in the Philippines. Rob- 
ert Hull overplayed slightly as the 
war correspondent fresh from the 
States, while William Free scored 
as a GI from Texas. Verne Collett 
registered strongly as the young 
soldier too terrified to take his 
turn at watch, with Biff Elliot do- 
ing a good job as his back-from- 
the-dead brother. Tom. Jewett’s 
sets helped create the battlefront 
illusion. Harry Muheim scripted 
the yarn. 





Worthington Miner’s “Studio 
One” two-part production of 
Louisa May Alcott’s “Little Wom- 
en” offered the moving second in- 
stallment, “Jo’s Story,’ Monday 
(25) on CBS-TV. It registered 
with an emotional impact, with the 
sensitive adaptation of Sumner 
Locke Eliot and the realistic direc- 
tion of Lela Swift pointing yp the 
warm, human values in the classic. 
The hesitant romance between Jo 
and Professor Baher, for instance, 
was put in the framework of his 
stressing the importance of per- 
sonal integrity, of her learning to 
write truthfully rather than turn- 
ing out money-making pot-boilers. 


Kent Smith played the German 
professor with appealing restraint. 
Nancy Marchand gave Jo dimen- 
sion, as she grew from a spirited 
but cautious New England girl 
into a thoughtful, mature young 
woman. There were many touch- 


ing scenes, one of the more out-‘’ 


standing being that in which Beth, 
well thesped by June Dayton, told 
Jo she knew death was approach- 
ing. 

Others in the topflight drama- 
tization included Mary Sinclair, 
Lois Hall, Peggy Hillias, Richard 
Purdy, Elizabeth Paterson, Henry 
Bernard, John Baragrey, Berry 
Kroeger, Una O’Connor and Doro- 
thy Blackburn. 











We're proud of the successful 
company we keep on WJBK-TV 


FLEX-LET WATCH BANDS 


AMUROL TOOTHPASTE 
BENRUS WATCHES 
BORDEN’S DAIRY 
CAMEO CURTAINS 
COCO-WHEATS 


DOMESTIC SEWING 
MACHINE CO. 


GERBER POPCORN PACKAGE 
NATIONAL CARBON 
OVALTINE (WANDER CO.) 
PINAFORE CHICKEN 


SMITH AGRICULTURAL 
CHEMICAL CO. 


Follow these leaders and boost your sales! 


WJBK-AM« 


WJBK-TV, a CBS 
and Dumont affiliate. 


TV-DETROIT 


NATIONAL SALES HEADQUARTERS; 488 MADISON AVENUE 


NEW YORK 22, 
Represented Nationally by 
+ 





ELDORADO 5-2455 
THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. 


KMA Asks 396 Tax Refun 


Des Moines, Dec. 26. 


May Broadcasting Co., operator 
of KMA, Shenandoah, has filed 
suit in federal court asking $39,328 
tax refund, charging that the Iowa 


collector of internal revenue “er-, 


roneously and illegally” assessed 
and collected too much excess 
profit tax from the company for 
the years 1942 to 1945. 

Amounts the 
are due are as follows: 1942, $5,- 
466.70: 1943, $7,770.04; 1944, $15,- 
819.95 and 1945, $10,271.33. 
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Authority contract, which set up 
the first minimum scale for video 
talent, has clarified that situation. 
Agreements with other unions and 
guilds-in TV have also been ad- 
justed during the last year, he said. 
“As a result,” he declared, “stag- 
ing, production and talent costs 
should be foreseeable and there- 
fore controllable. Now we'll be able 
to set up a budget and do our show 
within that budget as best we can.” 


Crystal-balling for 1951, Weaver | 


individualizing in 
with the various 
ways to stylize 


predicted more 
programming, 
stars all finding 
their own personalities. “The rest 
of the show,” he said, “will stem 
from what they do. Our big musi- 
cal shows don’t necessarily have to 
be either revues or vaudeville. We 
have not been forced into any 
revue formula. That’s a misconcep- 
tion, which only a few people ever 
took seriously.” 

NBC exec conceded that not 
much has been done to improve 
the quality of dramatic productions 
during 1950, explaining that “man- 
agement has had to go back to take 
care of new money problems first.” 
He declared that much which can 
be done to develop TV drama must 
be done in an experimental form. 
“It’s unlikely,” he said, “that spon- 
sors will go for experimentation. 
What we may do is package a show 
in audition form and then try to 
sell it to sponsors.” He noted, too, 
that TV will probably find sustain- 
ing time opening up next summer, 
which can be utilized for experi- 
mental programming. 


WW3-TV 
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courses taken into the production 
end. 

“Along with the need for well- 
planned adult education, the tele- 
vision industry needs vehicles to 
train young men for its expanding 
technical staffs.” 

FCC Commissioner Frieda Hen- 
nock, who advocates reservation of 
specific video bands for school use, 
pointed to the WWJ-TV venture as 
a means of helping 13,000,000 
Americans who have never received 
formal education. “Every video 
set,”’ she said, “can become a class- 
room, and I, for one, would like 


to see every station in the country | 


duplicating the Detroit effort morn- 
ing, noon and night.” 

Col. E. M. Kirby, chief of radio 
and television for the Dept. of the 


Army, predicted that national net- | 


works will duplicate the Detroit 
plan and give the whole nation a 
graphic lesson in world problems 
and responsibilities, 

Herbert Ponting, a director of 


the Detroit News, owner of the sta- | 


tion, and Harry Bannister, station’s 


general manager, explained to the | 


guests how listeners seeking official 
certification from the television 
teachings may pay $2 enrollment 
fee and receive printed material 
developing the televised lectures. 
Bannister said 400 already have 
enrolled for a video course in pho- 
tography which will begin Jan. 7, 














for a new local identity and more 
retail biz. 
WNEW Still No. 1 Indie 

WNEW: Still out in front as 
a 1 indie, with tilted payoff 
| from local and national spot adver- 
| tisers. 
| _WMGM: Rated as Number 2 in- 
die, Loew’s-owned outlet reported 
a healthy increase in gross for year 
ending Aug. 31. Heavy sports diet 
and MGM Radio Attractions tran- 
scribers helped recent good show- 
ing. 

WMCA and WINS are reported 
neck-and-neck. WMCA, under the 
hardselling Norman Boggs opera- 





company claims) 


tion, touts increases of 23% after | 


paring its rate card. Added sports 
coverage also helped. WINS has 


shown some faltering, tipped by | 


some open adjacenies to its athletic 
events. However, TV dealers’ coin 
has kept the Crosley outlet in the 
race. 

WQXR: N. Y. Times outlet esti- 
mates a 10.7% hike in annual take, 
| based on its specialization as the 
| city’s longhair music box. 


with heavily-sold Italian language 
concentration. English shows also 
are specialized —Irish, hillbilly, 
jazz, etc. Indie recently added three 
English hours daily to accommo- 
date new national spot biz. 

WHOM: Reported as just holding 
its own. However, shift from Jersey 
City to N. Y. (just approved by 
the FCC) and _ acquisition of 
WMCA-FM are expected to step 
up its stride. 

WLIB: Being outpaced but its new 
|' management is looking for a new 


WOV: Specialization has paid off | 


pattern appealing to the city’s Ne- | 


gro and Jewish-American audi- 


ences. 

WEVD: Jogging along steadily 
with dominance in the Jewish field. 

WBNX: Not a mudder. 

WWRL: Diversification of for- 
eign languages, new pitch to Negro 
audiences, greater kilowattage 
helping the Woodside dark horse. 

WAAT, Newark, is a good subur- 
ban bet. WPAT, Paterson, showed 
some flash under pacing of the late 
Herman Bess. 

WNJR and WVNJ—both in Jer- 
sey—show signs of weakness in the 
stretch. WHLI, Hempstead, with 
the population of Nassau county 
zooming, has been pulling up. 

WNYC: Municipal outlet hasn't 
had a commercial in 25 years. But 
its sponsor, City of New York, is 
expected to vote it a budgetary in- 
crease. 











| Damrosch 
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have to tell you of the miracle 
that radio has worked in this 
country. The results have been 
awe-inspiring. Beethoven and Bach 
as well as Wagner and Verdi have 
brought their magic into the hum- 
blest and remotest dwellings.” 


The son of Leopold Damrosch, | 


who turned from medicine to mu- 
sic and conducted the Metropoli- 
tan Opera, Damrosch began to 
study harmony at the age of nine. 
When the elder Damrosch died in 
1885, the son was appointed as- 
sistant director and conductor at 


the Metopera, remaining with it 


| for seven years. 


| For 41 years Damrosch led the_ 
|N. ¥. Symphony Orchestra (later | 


| merged with the Philharmonic So- 
iciety), retiring as conductor in 
1926 and later serving as associate 
conductor. He helped form the Mu- 
sicians Emergency Fund Aid in 
| 1931, for which he conducted a 
iseries of concerts in Madison 
, Square Garden, 


| Among his compositions in many 
forms are four operas, “The Scar- 


let Letter,” “Cyrano de Bergerac,” | 


“The Dove of Peace” 
| Opera Cloak.” 


and “The 
From 1936-41 he 
served as president of the Na- 


tional Institute of Arts and Letters. | 


| He is survived by four daughters; | 


a sister, Mrs. Henry T. Seymour; 


nine grandchildren, and a great- | 


| grandchild. 
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Situation points to possible diffi- 
culties which will confront non-web 
stations if and when the channel 
freeze is removed and Chicago has 
its full complement of seven out- 
lets. 


Already cancelled is “Request 
Performances,” half-hour vaudeo 
show emceed by columnist Irv Kup- 
cinet and bankrolled in the Sunday 
night 6 to 6:30 spot on WGN-TV by 
Wm. A. Lewis stores. Also Herb 
Laufman’s “Your Problem Panel,” 
45-minute show using an average 
of six thespers weekly, has been 
dropped by Charles A. Stevens 
stores from its Monday night pe- 
riod on same station. 

Bowing out Monday (25) was 
Ernie Simon’s “Simply Simon” va- 
riety stanza on WENR-TV, spon- 
sored by TV Forecast mag. Wind- 
up of' the football season hit a 
couple of shows with seasonal can- 
cellations. WBKB’s “Bear’s Quar- 
terback Club,” aired at 9:30 to 10 
Tuesday nights, ended its run for 
Standard Oil last week. Likewise 
for the “Sid Luckman Football 
Show,” sponsored Monday nights 
on WGN-TV by Karrolls’ Men 
Stores. 

Still going strong, 
Jim Moran’s hour-long “Courtesy 
Hour” variety show Friday 10-11 
p. m. Car dealer, laying out be- 
tween $1,700 to $2,000 weekly for 
talent, says he has no intention of 
cancelling unless local TVA rates 
make it impossible for him to put 
on an acceptable show within the 
$2,000 figure. 


however, is 





Seattle—Harry Helm now part- 
time announcer at KXA, local in- 
die Dick Crombie, formerly KBRO, 
Bremerton, now on sales staff at 
KXA, and Chuck Engell, formerly 
at KMO, is a new engineer on the 
station, replacing Earl Thoms who 
is now at KJR. Thoms replaced 
Walt Stewart, now at KNBC, San 
Francisco. ~ 
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“MORTY" “ARTIE” > 
Currently 


TOWN CASINO 
BUFFALO 





Direction: MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA | 














WANTED 


Commercial TV writer for large mid- 
west agency. Prefer experienced vis- 
val ad-writer with at least one year 
agency work in TV. 


Write BOX G, 915, VARIETY 
154 West 46th St., New York 19 














Comedy Writing Wanted .. 


Radio and TV... skits, monologs, 
situations outlined, jokes, etc. What 
would YOU like? Box V-1222, 
Variety, 154 W. 46th St., New 
York 19, N. Y. 
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| ABC-TV 


Gotham Outlets | 


Offers television sponsors 


Lower Production Costs due 








to its “flow chart’ service 


and production facthties 
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Inside Stuff—Television 


RCA had the biggest year in its history during 1950, with television 
accounting for 75% of gross income, board chairman David Sarnoff 
revealed in a year-end statement this week. He said that profits and 
stockholder dividends were larger than ever before and that employment 
increased substantially. During 1950, he declared, TV reached pro- 
portions in performance and growth that qualify it for major service in 
helping to speed the nation’s defense mobilization efforts. “At this time 
of national emergency,” he added, “America is particularly fortunate in 


been, a member of the Communist 
Party, or any Communist organi- 
zation, or a Fascist organization, 
or “any organizati.n, association, 
movement, group, or combination 
of persons which advocates the 
overthrow of our constitutional 
form of government, or of an or- 
ganization, association, movement, 
group or combination of persons 
which has adopted a policy of ad- 





that, since the end of World War II, TV has been developed to the 
extent that 40,000,000 Americans now comprise the TV audience. This 
is of tremendous importance to the country, since it provides a new 
medium to supplement radio’s vast audience in achieving fullest unity 
of purpose.” he 4 noted that President Truman’s recent speech pro- 
claiming a national emergency was viewed by one of the largest audi- 


ences ever to see and hear a President at one time. “His audience sur- | 


passed in numbers the total population of the country in 1850,” Sarnoff 
said. 





New series of awards for television programming, to be known as 


“Sylvias,” has been set up by Sylvania Electric to help mark its 50th | 


anni in 1951. Top award each year is to go to the program “best illus- 
trating creative TV technique,” 
who are “considered to have made the greatest contribution” as a writer, 
producer, director, actor or actress, camera man, scenic designer, light- 
ing expert and make-up man. First winners are to be feted with a 


dinner next August. Deems Taylor has been chosen to chairman the | 
judges committee, with other judges to be selected from among | 


show biz execs, educators, officials of Parent-Teachers and Women’s 
clubs, critics and business men. 





Shell Oil’s annual luncheon at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., was given 
unusual coverage last week by a camera crew from WNBT, NBC-TV’s 
Gotham key. Team lensed the pre-lunch and mealtime activities, proc- 


essed the clips, added titles and screened them at the end of the affair, | 


90 minutes later. 

WNBT, which carries Shell newscasts, picked up the tab. Stunt was 
a development of the technique used at the annual NBC affiliates meet- 
ing at White Sulphur Springs this year, when morning sessions were 
lensed and the film screened the same afternoon. 





Televiston rights to the entire case histories of the International | 
Police have been obtained by indie packager Art Cooper, who plans to | 


produce a series of half-hour vidfilms based on the crimes solved by 
the unit. He declined to reveal his financing setup but said the pix 


are to roll at the General Service Studios in Hollywood, starting about | 


March 1. 

Cooper has not pacted with any actors yet but hopes to line up a 
name star who will play the lead role in the entire series. Geza 
Herczeg, who won an Academy Award for his script on “Life of Emile 
Zola,” is to handle the writing assignment. Police unit, which head- 
quarters in Paris and represents a number of countries, including the 
U. S., has been in operation for the last 28 years. During that time it 
has worked on more than 1,000 cases, all of which will be available to 
Cooper. 
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to the whole proceedings; “Uncle; Family Theatre airers, _ Father 
Milty” knecked himself out clown-| Peyton lined up an imposing cast 
ing, gagging and stooging, and the | of professionals to portray Biblical 


with other awards going to individuals | 











kids who comprised most of the 
studio audience, as well as the 
dozen or so onstage for extra 
“dressing,” had a time of it. Berle’s 
good spirits, his obvious warmth of 
feeling as he threw himself whole- 
heartedly into the roceedings, 
were communicative. If the show 
was noisy, it was in keeping with 
the occasion; Berle was no noisier 
or more exuberant than his guests. 

Acts were standard, with most 
of them good, and included pup- 
pets, a dog turn, trained monkeys, 
magic act, juggling, and an acro 


roles. The contemporary scene was | Mental programming, which could 


vocating or approving the commis- 
sion of acts of force or violence to 
| deny other persons their rights un- 
der the Constitution of the United 
States or of seeking to alter the 
form of government of the United 
| States by unconstitutional means.” 
Appended was a list of organiza- 
tions and groups designated totali- 
| tarian, fascist, communist or sub- 
| versive by the Attorney General of 
ithe U. S. 

The network did not state what 
| would happen to employees who 
failed to fill out the forms. Some 
| Staffers expressed the view that 
| the questionnaire constituted an 
|“invasion of their privacy and civil 
liberties by a private organization,” 
with “the club of possible dismis- 
Sal hanging over their heads.” 

The questionnaire caused confu- 

sion at the network as some employ- 
ees immediately signed the form 
and others decided, temporfrily at 
'least, not to. Those opposing the 
questionnaire at the ALA council 
/meeting said that “even in World 
War II networks did not take such 
a step.” They expressed the view 
| that “the CBS plan might spread 
| through the industry, being adopt- 
|ed by agencies, indie packagers and 
other nets.” 

Legal question was asked wheth- 
er a private concern has the right 
to query employees on their politi- 
cal affiliations and sympathies. 
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; invested during the last year in 
new personnel, studios, facilities, 
etc., they are far from showing a 
| profit. As a result, even though 
| they may be sold out at night, they 
| cannot afford to air ambitious sus- 
|taining programs during the open 
| time still available. 


Walling is currently pitching to 
| NBC’s top echelon the prime im- 
| portance of opening up at least 


one-half hour per week for experi- 





represented by Pat O’Brien and, be utilized as a new testing ground 
his family, who gathered in their | for fledgling directors. Web top- 
living room for the rosary. As the! pers to date have turned down his 


group prayed, the film flashed back 
some 1,950 years to Paiestine. 


Series of historical events which 
led up to Christ’s birth in the 
Bethlehem manger were recap- 
tured with skill and reverence by 
the large cast. Particularly out- 
standing were Ruth Hussey as 
Mary and Nelson Leigh as Joseph. 
Supporting players who include 





Rhys Williams, Lloyd Corrigan and 


act. Berle, as is his custom, clowned | Cecil Cunningham, among others, 


in some of them to maximum re- 
sults, taking some falls in the acro 


| 
‘ 


| helped add to the overall quality 


of the production by striking per- 


turn, and getting a real beating in| formances. 


a cartoonist takeoff. Last-named 
was the only full sketch in which 
Berle appeared, and was one 0 


Program was presented by the 
|Family Rosary Crusade of Albany, 


|in cooperation with various sta- 


' request on the plea that they can- 
| not afford such a project. Walling 
' would not have a series of shows 
| of the same kind in the half-hour, 
| but would use the slot to showcase 
different types of programs. Web 
| conducted a similar project last 
'year on Monday nights alternating 
with the Robert Montgomery dra- 
'matie series, which proved valu- 
|able in training new directors, 
Walling said. That slot this sea- 
son, however, is occupied by Proc- 
ter & Gamble’s “Musical Comedy 
Time.” 


Illustrating his predicament, 
Walling said he has one floor man- 





the weaker segments of the show, | tions which carried the film. At | ager now who is ready to be upped 
but Berle worked like a Trojan in! the close of the picture, it was | to full director’s status as soon as 
it, while the audience ate up the| pointed out that the “lesson of the | he gets some actual directing ex- 
pie in his face, the water over his | Bethlehem family is as valid and as, perience behind him. But the 


head, and the powder in his nose! powerful” today as in those Biblical! web won't permit the necessary 


and eyes. 


|times. Domestic unity was also} sustaining shows and the agencies 


_Lauritz Melchior, looking like a | stressed through the admonition 
kindly grandpa with his white hair! that “the family that prays to- 
and tortoise-shell glasses, added a/ gether stays together.” Gilb 
note of distinction with his brief | 
appearance, singing “House I Lived 
In” very affectingly. Martha Raye | 
walked on briefly with daughter. 
Melody to say hello. Show was'| 





—————— CC OO": 


Loyalty Oath 


Continued from page 19 


/are reluctant to take a chance on 
any untried director for one of 
their shows. Only alternative open 
to Walling is to shift the tyro for 
his training down to WNBT, the 
_web’s key N. Y. outlet, where he 
' would work on local shows. But 
‘that, too, is n.s.g., Walling said, 


Participating, with Abraham &/| 


Straus picking up tab in N. Y. 
Berle handled the A&S commer- 
cials himself, and did them credit- 
ably. He also changed mood briefly 
for a sincere pitch for aid to handi- 
capped children. Bron. 





THE JOYFUL HOUR 

With Pat O’Brien, Ruth Hussey, 
Nelson Leigh, Lloyd Corrigan, 
Thurston Hall, Cecil Cunning- 
ham, Rhys Williams, Roger Wag- 
ner Chorale, others 

Producer: Father Patrick Peyton 

Director: Frank MeDonald 

60 Mins.; Mon. (24), 10 p.m. 

Sustaining 

ABC-TV, from New York 
Father Patrick Peyton, whose 

Family Theatre religious programs 


on radio and TV at the Christmas | 


Season are now an established cus- 





| since WNBT is trying to build its 
Barnouw. Meanwhile exec secre- | own staff of directors and resents 
tary Luise Silcox called CBS exec | peing flooded with new talent who 
Me B cory «Ie = a | a learn their tricks there and 
ers were hold- | ; i 
ian off shaniog watil a stand A pee sot a a 
taken. Ream promised that no ac- | ‘ : 
tion will be taken concerning ALA | Pe sonal P a gg Re gg Fred 
/members until the council decides | Coe, producer of NBC's “Philco 
a ogi = aus oe S’ interof BRL. = SS 
eam ha rof- | r-directors 0 e 
fice memo which said, in part, “To- | staff, Coe voiced the fear that the 
| day we are faced with a new crisis | lack of sustaining showcase time 
|in our national life. The President would prevent even the tried-and- 
of the United States nas declared tested directors from experimenting 
So "GAM ent itasioms aad or | ing seeaed to tele out ous oe toe 
sponsibilities as radio and televi- commercial shows each week of 
' sion broadeastcrs in this new crisis | the same general format, Coe de- 
/we must do at least two things: | clared, might groove the entire 





first, we must make sure that our staff into an unimaginative rut. 





tom, scored again this year with, broadcasting operations in the pub- | 
The Joyful Hour.” Filmed for lic interest are not interrupted by | ; 
video in Hollywood by the Jerry) sabotage or violence; second, we| Boston—Wendeil Davis, for past 
Fairbanks Multi-Cam process, the must make sure that the full con- Several years, publicity director of 


picture was a well-produced, well- 


| fidence of our liste.ers and view- 


acted story of the birth of Christ. | i " 


over the weekend, as did most in-' é ' 
dependent outlets. CBS was asking its employees 


In common with his preceding |'whether they are now, or have ever | 


WBZ and WBZ-TV, has _ trans- 
‘ferred to video production at the 
‘Hub NBC outlet. Publicity post 
has been assigned Cliff Hiil, for- 
-merly of the news roum of the 





station. 


How Thankful 
Can You Get? 


Never enough! But anyhow .;, 


Thanks to 


“UNCLE MILTY” BERLE- 


the sweetest guy this side of Santa Claus 


for his great work on 


“UNCLE MILTY’'S CHRISTMAS PARTY” 
(NBC-TV—CHRISTMAS DAY—3-4 P.M.) 
Thanks to 


ABRAHAM & STRAUS 


and specifically to patient, ulcer-ridden 


BILL TOBEY and ED BERMAN 


pd — 


Thanks to 


Uncle Milty's red-nosed reindears 


IRVING GRAY... ARTHUR KNORR... & Co. 


Thanks to 
the WILLIAM MORRIS gang 


to NBC ...toTV...to You...to We 


and Thanks to 


those we've forgotten to thank 


| nee F ” 














Thanks from 


KIESEWETTER ASSOCIATES, INC. 


9 East 40th Street, New York 16 


(the Advertising Agency that handled it all) 
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OTHER PEOPLE’S MONEY 

With Arthur Kingsley, Ruth Gold- 
man, Draza Klein, Phillip Lewis, 
Jack Mabley, Fred Cherye, 
Gerry Cliff, Ronnie Engler, 
Richard Adams, Gloria Guil- 
foyle, Darwin Opel, Joan Can- 
tello 

Producer: Ruth Moore 

Writer: Don Herbert 

30 Mins.; Sun. 2 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WBBM, Chicago 
The Dec. 17 segment of the new 

series of documentaries aired by 

WBBM, Chi CBS key, in coopera- 

tion with the Welfare Council and 

the Community Fund, pointed the 


spotlight at television and its im- 
pact on family life. Produced by 
Ruth Moore, radio director of the 
Community Fund, and scripted by 


Don Herbert, program presented 
a well-rounded picture of the new 
medium, ranging from wrestling to 
educational TV. 

» Thespers were used for the color 
and statistics with taped interviews 
with guest experts lending a note 
of authority. Setting up a “cham- 
pionship fight between TV and 
other forms of leisure activities,” 
it was declared that: visiting is 
down 50°% in TV homes; reading 
down 40%; evening radio listening 
down 80 and motion picture 
attendance down 10 to 15* in TV 
cities. A by-product statistic reveal- 
ed that since Hopalong Cassidy's 
video resurgence, one manufac- 
turer of black dye who ordinarily 
sells a few thousand pounds a 
month, recently received orders 
for more than 15,000 pounds from 
a maker of Hoppy suits. 

Sound advice as how to handle 
the child-teevee' situation was 
provided via interviews with Ruth 
Goldman, deputy commissioner of 
Chi Welfare Department, and 
Draza Klein, director of the Foster 
Care Division of the Illinois Chil- 
dren's Home and Aid _ Society. 
Mrs. Goldman recommended that 
moppet’s viewing habits be con- 
trolled by the parent rather than 
the child. Miss Klein suggested 
that undue preoccupation with the 
tele set might indicate deep seated 
psychological problem needing im- 
mediate attention. 

Educational possibilities of video 
were discussed by Phillip Lewis, 
teacher conducting a teevee course 
@7South Shore high school. Able 
defense of commercial program- 
ming was presented by Jack 
Mabley, Daily News radio-TV edi- 
tor, who reminded listeners the 

problem child” is not necessarily 
a phenomonon of the teevee age. | 

Session was neatly narrated by | 
Arthur Kingsley with non-pro 
thespers okay in their bits. 


Dave. | 





TEXAS ROUNDUP | 


With Curly Fox, Texas Ruby, Del-| 
more Bros., the Fox Chasers, 
Red River Dave, Curley Wil- 
liams, Lou Emerson, Bill Sho- | 
meite, Mel Winters and orch 
Bob Wills and Texas Playboys 

60 Mins.; Fri., 7 p.m. 

GULF BREWING CoO. 

WOAT, San Antonio | 


Greatest array of southwest tal- 
ent on a regularly scheduled radio 
series is being featured Friday 
nights over stations of the Texas | 
Quality Network in a full hour of | 
western and folk music which orig- 
inates from three of the TQN out- 
lets, KPRC, Houston; WOAI, San 
Antonio, and WFAA, Dallas. Each 
of the outlets is given 20 minutes 
for their origination. 

The show opens from Houston, 
the home of the Gulf Brewing Co.., 
bottlers of Grand Prize Beer, and 
is a honey. It’s all corn, pure and 
simple, but it’s what Texans enjoy. 
The three different types give a 
good overall cross-section of music 
which should please al! types of 
listeners. 


I'rom Houston, Curly Fox, Texas 


Ruby, Alton and Rabun Delmore | 


and the Fox Chasers hold sway. 
Fox serves as m.c. and keeps the 
show moving at a fast pace. Mu- 
Sica! background is well supplied 
by the Fox Chasers. 

From San Antonio, cowboy sing- 


ing star, Red River Dave is fea- 
tured. Bill Shomette serves as 
m.c. and is also heard singing in 


the trio composed of Curley Wil- 
liams, Lou Emerson and himself. 
Mel Winters and band ably back 
the group. Manuel Medellin, vio- 
linist with the band, is also heard 
in a so!o spot. 

Rounding out the airing are Bob 
Wil s and his Texas Playboys from 
Dallas, with Wills as m.c. Romona 
Reed and Jack Lloyd are heard 
Singing with the band. 

There are several commercials 
in each portion, all in good taste 
for Grand Prize Brew. “When It’s 
Roundup Time in Texas” serves as 
4a natural for the program theme 
played by each group. Show por- 
tions are well produced in each 
city, keeping the program on a 

igh level, Andy. 


| field” 
| of legit players headed by Boris 


| soeeeeeeeeeoeeeooeeoeoes VOICES OF THE 20TH CENTURY 


¢ — Radio Follow-Ups 


» a Att tn tt tt tad 


Since Charles Dickens’ works 
are a traditional part of the Christ- 
mas holidays, “Theatre Guild of 
the Air’ presented “David Copper- 
on Xmas eve with a cast 


Karloff, Flora Robson and others 
now appearing on Broadway. Rob- 
ert Anderson’s adaptation was a 
skillful editing job which touched 


the highlights of the novel and 
tied together the rambling story 
into a workable plot. The script 
succeeded in evoking the Dickens 
atmosphere. 

The thesping, moreover, con- 


tributed to the warm quality of the 
program. David Cole, as David, 
was excellent as was Miss Robson, 
as his aunt. Boris Karloff's portrayal 
of Uriah Heep, in the spirit of the 
novel, dripped with sinister hy- 
pocrisy while Cyril Ritchard, as 
Micawber, played with properly 
caricaturized good-breeding. 


Admiral Elias Zacharias, who 
had charge of psychological war 
against Germany and Japan in the 
last world conflict and who au- 
thored “Behind Closed Doors,” 
just published, gave a penetrating 
analysis of the reasons the U. S. 
“holds all the cards and can win 
over Russia, if we play them right,” 


in an interview (21) with Tommy 
Bartlett on ‘‘Welcome Traveler” 
over NBC. The interview was 


provocative and guardedly optimis- 
tic, worth a playback elsewhere. 
Admiral Zacharias (retired) is a 
masterful speaker, with a superb 
command of English and an im- 
pressive background of experience. 

He insisted that most of our 


mistakes have been in “evalua- 
tion”; that official Washington is 


too frightened about Russia. That 
country’s great “vulnerability” is 
in oil supplies, the admiral declar- 
ed. Bomb them out, and the Soviet 
will be powerless to continue a 
war, no matter how strongly its 
forces are organized. The United 
States, Admiral Zacharias declared, 


| must be prepared to stand up to 


Russia—even at the risk of war— 
and let the Seviet know that it 
will not longer tolerate what has 
been taking place. Once Russia 
understands that, it will “retreat 

. . take a zig-zag in history, as 
Lenin described.” 


Cleve.’s Yiddish Jock 
Cleveland, Dec. 26. 
This city has its first Yiddish 
disk jockey in the Jackie Herman 
show, heard on WSRS. He bills 
himself as “Jackele Der Jockele.” 
Program is sold on a participat- 
ing basis. 





. ments 


polations well done. Elie. 


With Bernie Lowenthal Trio 
15 Mins., Sun., 1:15 p.m, 
WPEN, Phila 

A promotion gimmick for the 
20th Century Institute of Music, 
“Voices” serves aS a showcase for 





the talents of pupils of Artie | 
Singer, who heads the school’s. 
vocal department. Each week a_| 
Singer protege is featured and 
gets an opportunity to do about | 
four numbers. There is a short 
interview, but it always draws the 
same responses, the students being 
virtually all headed for the same 
gsoals—musical comedy, television 
and radio. 

Regardless of the calibre of the 
voices, Singer’s training is notice- 
able both for its modern style and 
clarity of phrasing. Bernie Lowen- 
thal at the piano is an enormous 
help to the vocal aspirants, in the 
accompaniments and his arrange- 
are fine, having taste as 
well as variety. Like Singer, 
Lowenthal heads his department 
at the school. 

Show Sunday (17) presented 
Nancy Lewis, who did best on 
“Stormy Weather” and showed 
promise. The previous week’s en- 
trant Billy Dey, was much stronger 
and snagged a night club engage- 
ment (at the Rendezvous) on the 
strength of the radio appearance. 
Also featured on each program 1s 
an instrumental interlude from 
Lowenthal’s Trio (piano, bass and | 
guitar). Gagh. | 

| 
ASSIGNMENT—1950 
With George Ross, Don Nelson, Ed 

Farley 
Writers: Sandy 

Bornstein 
Producer: Sewell 
30 Mins., Wed., 7 p.m. 

WERS, Boston 

Beamed from their own FM stu- 
dios, the students of Emerson Col- 
lege, local dramatic school, pre- 
sented this one-shot documentary 
with professional skill and solid 
overall results. 

Story revolved about a student’s 
class assignment to highlight 
events of 1950 as he saw them, re- 
porting his reactions and views of 
world happenings during the year. 
Narrated in down-to-earth manner 
by George Ross, as the student, 
stanza moved swiftly, displaying 
none of the phoney heroics or his- 
trionics that might be expected 
from dramatic students. — Instead, 
it stacked favorably with many 
professional jobs. 

Dramatization of student’s trip 
through the UN building, a simu- | 
lated BBC broadcast and an actual | 
newscast by WHDH news editor | 
John Day, were handled skillfully, | 
with music and sound effect inter- | 


Sewell, Charles 





Mwaukee, Trenton Stations Ordered — 


Off the Air by 


Washington, Dec. 

station in Milwaukee 
(WMAW) and a long-established 
250 watt daytimer in Trenton, 
N. J. (WTNJ), were ordered off the 
air by the FCC last week on find- 


A 5 kw 


ings of violations of Commission 


regulations. In the Milwaukee case 
the agency refused to grant a 
license after uncovering “apparent 
misrepresentations and _  conceal- 
ments” as to the ownership of the 
station. In the Trenton case, the 
license was revoked for, among 
other reasons, illegally abdicating 
control of the station to a proposed 
purchaser. 

Commission action on WMAW 
followed a six-year effort on the 
part of George E. Inghram, former 
sales manager of a rival station, 
with the backing of the late Her- 
bert E. Uihlein, Milwaukee mil- 
lionaire, to establish the outlet. 
Inghram claimed he was be given 
a 50-50 partnership in the enter- 
prise and, following changes in the 
corporate setup which excluded 
Uihlein and reduced Inghram to a 
minority holding, “informed the 
Commission’s staff of the alleged 
misrepresentations and _ conceal- 
ments which prompted the inves- 
tigation.” 

Difficulties of WMAW, which re- 
ceived its construction permit in 
early 1947, appeared to develop as 
the result of a decision to drop 
Uihlein from the applicant com- 
pany, Midwest Broadcasting Co.., 
“because of the belief of the othe: 
stockholders that Midwest would 
not obtain a construction permit if 
Uihlein remained as a stockholder 
and director.”” The Commission 
, found, however, after granting the 


FCC for Violations 


permit, that a transaction had been 
entered into with Uihlein as a 
source of financing. 

The Commission decided that 
“deliberate deceptions were com- 
mitted under circumstances which 
make it clear that the responsible 
parties were aware of the nature 
and desired effect of their acts.” 

Olsen’s Takeover 

The basis on which the Commis- | 
sion revoked the license of WTNJ 
was uncovered as a result of an 
application by Charles E. and Julie 
V. Loew (brother and sister), own- 
ers of the station, to transfer con- 
trol to Erling C. Olsen. Through 
the application and through an in- 
dependent investigation, the agen- | 
cy said, it learned that Olsen ‘has 
assumed unauthorized control of 
the licensee without the prior con- 
sent of the Commission and in 
violation of ... the Communica- 
tions Act.” 

The revocation order 
stated that Olsen “has hired and 
fired personnel, obtained control 
over the bank account or acounts 
of the licensee, assumed full super- 
vision over the day-to-day opera- 
tion of the station and complete 
domination over the formulation of 
over-all station policy.” | 

In previous investigations, the | 
Commission found that the Loews | 
have been living away from Tren- 
ton and had delegated full respon- 
sibility for the operation to the 
station’s general manager. 

The Commission ordered the 
license of WTNJ revoked effective 
Jan. 10 but gave the station to Jan. 
5 to request hearing. The revoca- 
tion order would be suspended un- 


further 


| from the William E. Old home in Norfolk, Va. 
_selected after a six-week hunt for the family that “best typified the 


Dave Garroway’s WMAQ airer Saturday (30). 


i \WMT, Des Moines, and KMBC 
til the conclusion of the hearing. |Kansas City, ~ 





From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Actor Allan Stevenson on “Big Story” tonight (Wed.)....Ed and 
Pegeen Fitzgerald shift their WJZ-TV strip to 2:30 p.m., which they 
figure is a better time....John B-stes, Kenyon & Eckhardt account 
exec, in Minneapolis because of the death of his father in an auto 
accident....WOR will air a four and a half-hour stint of dance remotes 
on New Year's Eve Albert Tilt, 3d, has- joined the TV staff of 
Erwin, Wasey....WLIB ran a one-week pre-Christmas promotion con- 
test for Raytheon TV. 

Van Heflin in from the Coast for “Theatre Guild on the Air’ this 
Sunday (31) night. 

New York Fruit Auction Corp. was so pleased with commercials on 
Walter Preston’s WOR show it contributed $500 to the station’s Chil- 
dren’s Christmas Fund Oscar L. Germain new assistant treasurer of 
WHLI, vice Fred A. Curran, resigned Organist Rosa Rio “talked 
back” on ABC’s “Talk Back” series yesterday (Tues.) Toffenetti res- 
taurant to back two quarter hours weekly on WNBC’s Tex and Jinx 
McCrary breakfasts L. Rohe Walter, former ad-public relations top- 
per for Flintkote Co., has joined Erwin, Wasey & Co. in an exec ca- 
pacity....WJZ-FM transmitter at Lodi, N. J., closed down yesterday 
(Tues.) and will be dismantled for relocation atop the Empire State 
building on Friday (29)....Burl Ives, Georgia Gibbs, Louis Jordan orch 
and Men of Song to entertain at Bethesda, Md., Naval Hosp today (Wed.) 

..It’s a boy for the Arnold Hartleys (WOV), born Saturday night in 
French hospital, N. Y. Their third child Ken Williams new to “Ro- 
mance of Helen Trent” Bob Pollack joins “Nona From Nowhere” 

Charles Dingle, Rupert La Belle and Lanni Carvel added to “Back- 
stage Wife”....Doruthy Francis new “Front Page Farrell” player. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


J. Walter Thompson's “Corny” Jackson is shopping around for a site 
to consolidate the downtown L. A. and Hollywood offices. Time and 
space departments will continue to be separate entities. Reason for 


move is that television, now quartered downtown, needs closer prox- 
imity to the radio staffers Bob Hopkins, who replaced Steve Allen 





/on KNX midnight shift, came off with a busted beezer after a street tiff 


Eight stations in the San Diego area cancelled shows so that Charles 
Laughton could have the time to read The Story of the Nativity, spon- 
sored by 110 churches Wally Boone, former controller of KNBH 
here, now managing a station in Yakima, Wash.....Frank Samuels’ 
son, Jack, takes the marriage vows soon....Ralph Rose is packaging 


'*Here Comes Mr. Kitzel,” who is Artie Auerbach of the Jack Benny 


show, and gets a CBS audition 27th....Harry Ackerman set Ezio Pinza 
and Eve Arden for guest shots on “Suspense.’’....If Arthur Godfrey 
would turn serious for a half-hour, they would’move the show to N. Y. 
to accommodate him....Doc Middleton is moving over to BBD&O with 
Amos ’n’ Andy to continue as their producer on a freelance basis... 
Vick Knight's ad agency landed the Mills Music account Steve Sles- 
inger, who owns “Red Rider’ and a half dozen other strips, won the 
annual award of Boys Clubs of America for his active interest in their 
citizenship program. At least once a year he gathers up a half dozen 
youngsters, transports them to his ranch high in the Rockies, where 
they live like real cowboys Nat Wolfe, who scripted and directed 
the audition that sold “The Blandings” to TWA, will continue as di- 
rector and occasional scripter....Two careers, apart as twilight and 
dawn, were welded by NBC when Michael Chapin, 13, shared _the lead 
with Francis X. Bushman, 66, on NBC's holiday special, “Beethoven and 
the Child”....Desi Arnaz will have his own show on CBS in addition to 
working with his wife, Lucille Ball, in television....George Fogle sold 
his interest in “Aunt Mary” and “Dr. Paul,” radio serials, to NBC but 
continues to supervise production. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Tommy Bartlett aired his Christmas NBC “Welcome Travelers” show 
The Olds had been 


Christmas spirit all year long.” Federal taxes on the several thou- 
sand dollars’ worth of gifts showered on the Olds are being paid by 
Bartlett....Wesley Nunn, Standard Oil ad manager; Judith Waller, 
Chi NBC public affairs and education director, and Robert Richards, 
National Assn. of Broadcasters public affairs director, have been named 
to the judges panel for the National Safety Council's public interest 
award. George Jennings, Chi board of education radio-TV director, 
was appointed to the NSC jury, which will select winner of Alfred P. 
Sloan Radio Awards for highway safety ...Hills Bros. coffee will pick 
up John Harrington's cross-the-board 4:40-4:45 p.m. newscast on WBBM 
next week. 

Don McNeill is mailing out 100,000 copies of his annual “Breakfast 
Club” booklet which sells for $1 Jack Taylor and Wally Moore are 
new members of WLS’ Sage Riders Hallicrafter net income from last 
quarter hit $451,636 compared to $229,776 for the same period a year 
ago. Radio-TV sales for the same three months totaled $11,881,263 
against $5,560,206 in 1949....Singer-composer Carolyn Gilbert visiting 
... WGN beamed a special 
Christmas remote from the Cliff Johnson home Sunday (24)....Fran 
7 Chi NBC press photo editor, off on a three-week sunning in 
Mexico. 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


Julian Goodman named NBC director of news and special events for 
Washington, with Arthus Barriault assisting....Frank Blair and Bette 
Bradley winning commercial auditions for their WNBW-NBC “People’s 
Playhouse” TV show Morgan Beatty garnering kudos for his nightly 
TV stint on WNBW-NBC, a video news roundup immediately following 
his web AM newscast... Don Owens terminating nearly three and a 
half years of starring on WGAY’s “Radio Rodeo” show by enlisting in 
the Air Force, along with pal Perry Westland, hillbilly singer on the 
show Marge Fee, ex-columnist of the Omaha World-Herald. has 
joined staff of WMAL-ABC as assistant to Ruth Crane, station’s direc- 
tor of Women's Activities Gene Davis, formerly of WQUE, Akron, 
taking over WGAY’s Sports Circus, along with Ben Sworts, who moves 
over from job as assistant to station owner Chuck Dulane.... Ray 
Scherer, WNBW-NBC news commentator, slated for a December aisle 
march with Barbara Ann Hetzner... Staff of ABC’s “Original Ama- 
teur Hour’ for the Women's National Press Club's “VIP” version of 
the show Jan. 25 begins auditioning town’s brass for cast next week. 


e L is. d ingle 2S | ° . . - 
St. Louis—Carter Ringlep, asst.) KXIC Legislative Pickups 


gen. mgr. of KMOX, local CBS out- : 

: : Des M " . 26. 
let, has resigned his post as of Jan. | KXIC, sme Cer a teed 
1 and will retire to a newly-pur- three daily programs direct from 
chased home in Florida. He joined | the lowa legislative sessions start- 
KMOX as manager of CBS Radio’ ing Jan. 8. KXIC farm editor. G. 
sales in 1941 and became asst. gen. | M. Ludwig, was elected to the 


mer. in oe _ gape has | Legislature last November. 
een associated with stations! This is the first time that reg- 
WADC, Akron; KRNT, KSO and. ular broadcasts have been aired 


from the state house by a member 
of the Iowa Legislature. 
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RCA Sets Aside Specific Periods For 
Pubs to Submit Tunes, Get Verdicts 





Spotlighting the problem faced 


py major platter companies in 
keeping their tune-feeders happy, 
RCA Victor once again is revamp- 
ing its system of publisher con- 
tacts. In place of the current set- 
up in which each of the company’s 
three-man artists and repertory 
staff is assigned to a number of 
publishers, new procedure will set 
aside one or two days a week for 


the pubs to submit their tunes for| shire House hotel 


an on-the-spot verdict by the col- 
lective a&r staff. New setup is) 
<jmilar to the one now in opera-| 


tion at Capitol Records. | 


Charles Grean, Victor’s pop a&r | 
chief, said the contact method was 
overhauled to cut out the over- | 
whelming number of queries made | 
by the pubs each day. Under the) 
new setup, each publisher will be 
given a chance to enter his tune 
at a specified date, at which time 
he'll get a definite okay or nix by 
Victor’s staff. Grean said that no 
phone galls would be accepted 
from pubs in the new system. 

Since taking over the top a&r 
spot early this year, Grean said he 
had been receiving between 75 and | 
100 calls a day from pubs. Accord- | 





ing to Grean, a typical telephone | 
routine by a publisher after his | 
tune is accepted involves more | 
than a half-dozen followup queries | 
as follows: (1) “What’s cooking”; | 
(2) “When are you making the 
tune”; (3) “Is the artist in good 
health”: (4) “How did the side turn | 
out”: (5) “When can we get a dub”; | 
(6) “Why isn’t the disk available in | 
the stores”; (7) “We have a new | 
tune that’s a sure smash.” And} 
then the cycle goes around once | 
more. 

Victor tried out the new setup 
two years ago but it flopped be- 
cause the a&r setup was too un-| 
wieldy. At that time, over 10 dif-| 
ferent department heads sat in 
judgment on a tune, and agree- 
ment on a single entry was VII-| 
tually impossible. Under the new 
system, only Grean and Victor's 
two other a&r staffers, Hugo Win- | 
terhalter and Dewey Bergman, will | 
act as a jury. 


RCA Re-Signs 
Como for 10 Yrs. 


Perry Como, top-selling male 
vocalist in RCA Victor’s stable, has 
been re-signed by the diskery to a 
10-year pact. Terms are the same 
as the one recently signed by Dinah 
Shore when she switched from Co- 
Jumbia. It’s understood that Como, 
like Miss Shore, is getting substan- 
tially over a $50,000 per annum 
guarantee, 

Pointing up Como’s sales pull, 
the singer was awarded four gold 
disks by Victor last week, marking 
Como’s sale of 1,000,000, or over, 
on four different numbers. Gold- 
plat.d platters were awarded for 
Como’s “Prisoner of Love,” “When | 
You Were Sweet 16,” “Because” | 
and “Hubba Hubba Hubba.” Victor | 
had awarded only 13 gold disks pre- | 
viously, and it’s the first time that | 
a single artist received more than | 
one. 


MONROE CONCENTRATES 
ON RADIO-TEEVEE 


Vaughn Monroe has decided to | 
forego the road for the next few | 
months, and perhaps permanently, 
in order to devote full time to his 
CBS radio and television activities 
in New York. Monroe will play an 
occasional college date or location- 
er when it does not interfere with 
his nrograms. 

Monroe is the first major band to 
take this step, but others may not 
be too far behind. Sammy Kaye 
is auditioning a television version 
of his “Sunday Serenade,” which | 
may, if sold, restrict his travels, | 
and Guy Lombardo is understood | 


- be interested in a regular video 
snow, 


Savannah Churchill Set 
Savannah Churchill, Negro song- 
Stress, has been inked to an ex- | 
Clusive pact by Regal Records, 

indie N, Y. outfit. 

Miss Churchill, who formerly | 
worked for Manor Records, cut her | 
first sides this week. 














;one of Richmond’s 


Mooney Disbands To 


Concentrate on Cafe 


Art Mooney has disbanded in 
| order to devote his time to the 
| operation of La Boheme Club, Hol- 
| lywood, Fla., which he has leased. 
| Mooney also operates the Hamp- 
in the same 
town. 
Bandleader will probably reor- 
ganize in early spring, after he 
gets his nitery operation into 
shape. 


Brackman Joins 





Howie Richmond 


Al Brackman resigned Friday 
(22) as professional chief of Lou 


Levy’s Pickwick Music to join | 


Howie Richinond as general pro- 
fessional manager of Hollis Music, 
BMI firms. 
Brackman starts at his new post 
Jan. 2. Meanwhile, no replacement 
has been set for Brackman at Pick- 
wick. 

Brackman is preparing an un- 


|usual type of operation for Hollis, | British and other American com- 
| which currently is publishing “The | panies for a similar deal. 


Thing” and “The Roving Kind.” 
He’s got 10 tunes of an offbeat 
nature on hand, for which he’ll 
try to secure records on an exclu- 


|Sive basis. For the exclusive record- 


ing of each tune, he will guarantee 


only. 

Brackman will also be in charge 
of the standard operation for all 
Richmond’s firms. He’ll prepare 
simplified piano copies, band and 
choral arrangements, etc., of the 
tunes. Up to now, Richmond has 
turned out only regular piano 
copies’‘and orchestrations. Brack- 
man will also work out some of 
the foreign copyright problems of 
the firms. 

Brackman activated the Pickwick 
catalog when he joined Levy last 
March. Prior to that, he was with 
Mills Music and Big Three, where 
he worked with Richmond. . 





Meadowbrook Respite 


Frank Dailey will shutter his 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
until Jan. 19, following closing of 
Ralph Flanagan’s orch on New 
Year’s Day. At that time Elliot 
Lawrence’s band comes in for 
three weeks and three days, fol- 
lowed on Feb. 16 by Charlie Spivak 
for four weeks. 

Shuttering is a seasonal affair, 
due to poor early-January busi- 
ness. 


Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Tennessee Waltz’ 
Retail Sheet Bes. Seller 
“Tennessee Waltz” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Tennessee Waltz” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Tennessee Waltz” 
Best British Seller 





“Rudolph the Reindeer” 


Decca Concludes 








Recording Industry Would Keep 
Price Boosts Despite Govt. Rollback 





Diskers Eye Les Brown 
As Col Pact Expires 


Number of record companies are 





| reported to be dickering with Les 
| Brown, whose contract with Colum- 
| bia Records is about to expire. Co- 
| lumbia wants to renew, but Brown 


Reciprocity Deal 


| is reportedly listening to all offers. 
Most prominently mentioned 
{among the diskeries after Brown 
is Coral. It’s understood Brown has 


| but hasn’t made any commitments 
Presaging a major expansion in to any firm. 

the longhair field, Decca Records | 
_ roves a deal with Deutsche | 

rammaphon Co. of Germany 
whereby the latter firm gives Decca | Dreyfus Buys Out 
the exclusive rights to its entire 
catalog for distribution in the U.S. 
(‘and its possessions and Canada. 
Deutsche Grammaphon, in turn, 
| will have sole rights to Decca’s 
|catalog in Germany, Austria and 
| Norway. 








Max Dreyfus and Leo Talent last 
week reached a verbal agreement 
| whereby the Chappell Music chief 





| Deal with the German company 
| was worked out several months ago 
| by Decca prexy Milton R. Rackmil 
| while on a trip to fhe Continent 
for that purpose. Decca came up 
| with the Deutsche Grammaphon 
| catalog, one of the most extensive 
on the Continent, despite bids by 


in Mutual Music Society, Inc. While 

/no papers have yet been signed, 
Dreyfus will become full owner of 

_the firm. Talent, who was general 
| professional manager of the firm, 
| gets some of the copyrights, with 

which he will start his own firm. 

_._| Just what Dreyfus intends to do 
Under the agreement, Decca will | with the firm isn’t clear. He intends 

| have access to all past catalog ma- | to move Ivy Music, in which he. re- 
_terial of the German outfit, includ-| cently purchased an interest, into 
_ing the Archive Series, which is de-| Mutual’s present quarters, which 
| voted to the reproduction of early | are next to the Chappell office. 
German and other European music. | There’s a possibility he may inac- 





|to spend a minimum of about $2,- | Deutsche Grammaphon is current-| tivate thé firm. 
| 500 for exploitation of that record | ly recording a number of leading 


Mutual’s catalog includes a great 
longhair groups and soloists in Ger- | many of the old Glenn Miller copy- 
many, including the Berlin Phiihar-| rights, including “A String of 

| monic Orchestra. | Pearls.” Miller, before his death, 

| Decca’s initial release from the | Owned part of the firm, and after 

German catalog will be made in| his interest passed to his widow, 

February as part of the Gold Label | Helen, she sold out. Firm was 

series. This deal, incidentally, | equally owned by Dreyfus and Tal- 

|doesn’t affect Decca’s deal with | ent for the past five years. 

British Decca, whereby the latter 

company distributes Decca’s cata- 

log in England. 





‘Hopalong’ Tie-Ins 
Number of unique tie-ins are be- 


° ing planned for the exploitation of 
Gilbert Returns to Coast “The Hopalong Cassidy March,” 


For ASCAP Payoff Report | Wolfie Gilbert-Nacio Herb Brown 


“a _ bg a age = of | tune published by Nacio Publica- 
posers, Authors and Publishers, | ions, which is owned by Jack Rob- 
returned to Hollywood over last| bins, Brown and Bill (Hopalong) 
weekend to report to Coast cleffers | Boyd. 
on the recent meetings of ASCAP’s| The Frank DeVol Capitol record- 
classification committee on revis- | ing of the song will be dubbed into 
ing the 60-20-20 payoff plan. Ned the Hopalong TV and radio shows 
Washington, Coast cleffer who on NBC as an opening theme. Song 
came east recently to present his will also be plugged in the syn- 
plan to ASCAP, also returned dicated “Hopalong Cassidy” comic 
home. strip, and in tie-ins with Boyd-li- 
ASCAP’s committee, meantime,|censed merchandise. In addition, 
has adjourned its sessions until Boyd will lead the Rose Bowl Pa- 
early in January, when Gilbert rade in Pasadena Jan. 1, while the 
will return. | band plays the tune. 





























—anememaeres 


* 
With German Co. talked terms with the Decca subsid, | 


Leo Talent's 50%; 


| will buy out Talent’s 50% interest 
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-+ Despite. the Government’s re- 


quest last week for a voluntary 
|rollback of prices to the Dec. 1 
| level, the disk industry is planning 
to keep in force the price hikes 
made two weeks ago. It’s under- 
| stood, however, that RCA Victor 
may revert to its former price 
structure because of the public re- 
lations sensitivity of the RCA par- 
| ent company. Latter’s war contract 
|with the Govern.nent is another 
'important factor which may lead 
| Victor to a rollback. 

| Rest of the mndustry, however, is 
holding firm on boosts. Speaking 
‘for his company and the industry 
as a whole, Decca prexy Milton R. 
Rackmil declared that the price 
hikes are necessary for the survival 
of most companies. Pointing out 
that labor and materials had risen 
appreciably over the last half year, 
'Rackmil said the disk industry had 
not raised its prices for the past 
five years. Under the old price 
| structure, he asserted, even a large 
| increase of volume sales next year 
' would not put several big compa- 
'nies in the black due to the in- 
| creased production costs. 

Should the Government contest 
the price: hikes, several companies 
‘are already preparing briefs to sup- 
port the economic legitimacy of 
‘their actions. It’s believed, how- 
| ever, that the Government will not 
| pay too much attention to the plat- 
|ter price boosts at this time since 
disks are not essential commodities, 
| However, the Government may at- 
|tempt to impose a ceiling in the 
' disk industry as part of its general 
price-fixing policy. 


Southard V.P. Of 
Col N.Y. Distrib 


Paul Southard, who resigned last 
| week as vicepresident in charge of 
‘merchandising for Columbia Rec- 
ords, will join Times-Columbia, 
Inc., Columbia’s New York dis- 
itributor, as executive v.p. on Jan, 
/2. Southard, who while with 
Columbia held a board membership 
and stock interest in Times-Colum- 
bia, retains his directorship and 
financial interest in the distribut- 
ing outfit. 

Meanwhile, Columbia has filled 
the gaps left by the resignations of 
Southard and of advertising-pro- 
| motion director Ken McAllister 
two weeks earlier. Sales manager 
Paul Wexler will take over all 
sales activities, including those 
supervised by Southard, who was 
actually sales veepee. 

Al Earl, formerly assistant ad- 
vertising chief under McAllister, 
has been appointed advertising 
| manager, and will be in charge of 
both advertising and promotion. 
The board of directors vacancy left 

















| by Southard has not been filled. 





| 
VICTOR TO SLOW UP - 
| __ RELEASES ON POPS 


| 

Beginning with the first week of 
1951, RCA Victor is cutting down 
on the number of pop tunes to be 
‘released. In place of the six or 
‘seven disks currently put out week- 
‘ly, Victor will hold down its re- 
leases to four or five a week. 
| Pop artists and repertory chief 
Charles Grean stated that Victor 
| will work only on guaranteed pub- 
lisher plug tunes and will no longs 
er attempt to cover every side put 
out by the other majors. With a 
lesser number of releases, company 
will be able to space releases by 
its top artists more effectively. Ip 
the past there have been frequent 
squawks from retailers and disk 
jockeys that releases by top names 
_have been turned out too quickly 
to permit adequate exploitation of 
‘any single side. 


Manson-Welles to Do 


Col Harmonica Album 


Columbia Records has signed the 
harmonica team of Eddy Manson 
and his wife, Margery Welles, to 
do a harmonica album. Pact care 
ries options for longterm deal. 











LONDON, W. C. 2 
8 St. Martin's Place 
Trafalgar Square 


6311 Yucca St. 612 N. Michigan Ave. 








Pair, whose work has been more 
or less confined to vaude, will re- 
eérd pop and classical numbers. 
| They'll be backed by a small 
rhythm section. 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 








Perry Como: “If’’-“‘Zing Zing- Piddy Tat” gets another cut by Mel 


Zoom Zoom” (Victor). 


A new and|Blane for Capitol 


... Roberta 


noteworthy ballad, “If” gets a com- Quinlan has made a neat side from 
mercially sock treatment on this her televsion show theme song, 


side with Como keying his delivery | 
to the lyric’s warm sentiment. It 
rates plenty of spins. Reverse, a 
Sigmund Romberg tune, is a pleas- 
ing waltz neatly packaged by Como 
and a chorus, but the tune and 
lvric are not particularly strong. 
Romberg batons “Zing” with 
Mitchell Ayres’ orch backing up 
“1 

Jo Stafford-Gene Autry:. “My 
Heart Cries for You’-“Teardrops 
from My Eyes” (Columbia). This 
dueted version of “Cries for You” 
is good but isn’t likely to overtake 
the excellent Guy Mitchell cut, 
also for Columbia. On the flip, 
Miss Stafford and Autry neatly 
combine to give “Teardrop” an | 
Ozark flavor with Carl Cotner orch 
furnishing a cider jug background. 

Kate Smith: “Little Bitty Baby’’- 
“The Same Lord;” “Ave Maria”- 
“The Lord’s Prayer” (National). 
In her first waxing assignment in 
some time, Kate Smith registers 
nicely on this group of religious 
<ides although none of these entries 
are likely to break through into 
the hit lists. Miss Smith is spe- 
cially effective on the folk tune, 
“Little Bitty Baby.” Other sides 
are okay but not standout. Jack 
Miller orch accomps. 

Lee Lawrence: “With These 
Hands”’-“Our Finest Hour” (Lon- 
don). “With These Hands” is an 
excellent ballad and Lawrence’s 
rendition should give it a big send- 
off. Lawrence handles the lyrics 
with a large-scale feel. Dick Brown 
also has a fine cut of this tune on 
Jubilee Records. On the London 
flip, Lawrence delivers another fine 
ballad with a title taken from a 
Winston Churchill wartime phrase. 
Bruce Campbell orch backs up. 


Betty Hutton: ‘Who Kicked the 
Light Plug’-“‘He’s a Demon-He’s a 
Devil-He’s a Doll” (Victor). “Light 
Plug” is a frantic, lightweight nov- 
elty that may stir up a slight flurry. 
Miss Hutton, as usual, drives it 
home with lots of snap. Bottom 
deck is a better number delivered 
by Miss Hutton in her familiar ex- 
plosive style. 

Sammy Kaye Orch: “Get Out 
Those Old Records’-“‘Tennessee 
Waltz” (Columbia). Kaye is slight- 
lv late with “Records,” but this 
rendition has a flavorsomely nos- 
talgic mood that should sell in any 
case. 





“Especially for You” (Mercury)... 
Elise Rhodes shows promise in 
“Blue Mood” (Pab) . . . On the 


‘same label, Stuart Foster does | 


nicely on 
Dick Freitas orch backing up . 
Wynonie Harris comes up with 
some blues, shouting in “Triflin’ 
Woman” and “Put It Back” (King) 
. . « On same label, jazz man Lon- 
nie Johnson delivers okay on 
“Little Rockin’ Chair”... Jan Gar- 
ber orch has a good cut of “If” 
(Capitol). 


John Kirby Unit 


Sock in Concert, 





But B.0. Weak 


A little over 10 years ago, a small 
combo headed by John Kirby was 


. . . ! 
drawing raves for its tasteful swing | 


renditions of pops and classics, and 
at the same time setting a style 
for small units for years to come. 


Its personnel have since gone on' 
to other things, but last Friday | 


(22) night, as much of the original 
“Biggest Little Band” as could be 
gathered were reunited for a con- 
cert at Carnegie Hall, N. Y. 


While the reunion, as 
called, drew only about 300, it was 
an artistic success. Combination of 
timing it on the holiday weekend, 
bad weather and poor promotion 
probably accounted for the small 
turnout. But those who did attend 
were treated to an evening of top- 
notch instrumentalizing. 


Group comprised Charlie Shav- | 


ers (now featured with Tommy 
Dorsey), trumpet; Buster Bailey, 
clarinet; Russell Procope, sax; Billy 
Kyle, piano; Big Sid Catlett, drums, 
and Kirby himself on bass. 

Also on the program’ was 
Juanita Hall, who is on a week’s 
vacation from “South Pacific,” a 


' six-piece dixieland combo headed 


Tony Alamo and Roy Rob-, 


erts, backed by the Kaydets, handle | the ! 
Bailey, who sang with the Kirby 


the vocal with an appropriately 
corny beat. Kaye’s cut of “Ten- 
nessee Waltz” is way too late to 


catch up. 
Ziggy Talent: ‘Please Tell Me 
What Is the Thing’-“Sad Case” 


(Victor). Talent, who did a cute 
followup to “Goodnight Irene,” has 


a clever sequel to “The Thing,” , 
the Charlie Grean novelty. It’s. 


good for some laughs without tip- | 


ping off the riddle. Flip is a neat 
Calypso number with some more 
of Talent’s comedics. Dewey 
Bergman orch backs up solidly. 


Album Reviews 


The Voice of Martha Raye (Dis- 
covery). Comedienne Martha Raye 
shows a surprisingly fine and 


varied style on this long-play disk. | 


She delivers a couple of special 
material numbers, “Ooh, Dr. Kin- 
sey” and “The Boy Next Door,” 
which are fair, but her workover 
of such standards as “After You've 
Gone” and “Miss Otis Regrets” is 
standout. In one number, “Lotus 
Land,” she does an excellent take- 
off on Yma Sumac, the unique 
Peruvian songstress. Phil Moore’s 
orch supplies distinctive back- 
grounds. 


Platter Pointers 


Capitol has packaged a fine set 
of oldies duetted by Jo Stafford 
and Gordon MacRae. Six-sided 
album includes such numbers as 
“In the Gloaming,” “Love's Old 
Sweet Song” and “Now the Day 
Is Over” . . . Wayne King has a 
couple of good sides in “The Mid- 
night Waltz” and “So Goes My 
Heart” (Victor)... “I Taut I Taw a 


Philly Acad of Music 


Buys Outstanding Stock 


Philadelphia, Dec. 26. 
To assure itself permanent use 
of the Academy of Music, century- 


| 








old concert hall, the Philadelphia | 


Orchestra Assn. purehased a major- 
ity of the outstanding stock in the 
historie auditorium. 


The Assn. bought 1,255 shares of 
the 2,501 outstanding shares from | 


John Frederick Lewis, Jr., and his | 


brother Alfred L. Lewis. 


by trombonist Wilbur De Pairs; 
the Orieles, a vocal group; Joe 


unit, and disk jockey Art Ford, who | 


emceed the show. Miss Hall sang 
two of her numbers from “South 
Pacific,” then did a blues which 
she wrote with poet Langston 
Hughes. Latter was a fine exam- 
ple of blues singing-shouting. 
Chan. 


“If It Isn't Forever,” | 


it was! 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Dec. 16) 
London, Dec. 12. 
Rudolph Reindeer. . Chappell 
I Taw a Putty Tat. .Connelly 
Goodnight Irene . 
Beloved Be Faithful. . Pickwick 
Xmas in Killarney. ..Connelly 





Sam’s Song..... Sterling | 
Mona Lisa....... New World 
ME BEE iS kn eee Leeds 


| My Christmas Wish... .Reine 
Leeds 
| Ferry Boat Inn...... Connelly 


| Have I Told You 





Ashes of Roses . Connelly 
Second 12 
I Only Saw Him Once... Unit 
Orange Colored Sky... Morris 
Autumn Leaves...... Maurice 
All My Love...... ..Maurice 
Blackbird .....:.. Box & Cox 
Silver Dollar ........... Pic 
In English Garden. .. Sun 
Petite Waltz ......... Duchess 
Once in a While...... Magna 
We'll Keep a Welcome... Cox 


Flying Saucers ......... Unit 
Marshmallow World ..Kassner 








DECCA BUYS COMPO TO 
BUILD CANADA SETUP 


In a move to build its Canadian 
operations, Decca has bought out 
the Compo Co. of Canada, which 
has been manufacturing for the 
U. S. diskery in the Dominion. 
Milton R. Rackmil, Decca prexy, 
| who arranged for the purchase of 
all of Compo’s outstanding com- 
/mon stock, has been named board 
| chairman for the latter. 


Compo will continue under its 
old name as a subsidiary of Decca, 
with H. S. Berliner, operating head 
of the Canadian firm, remaining as 
prexy. Other officers are R. A. 
| Chislett, vice-prexy and general 

manager, and S. D. Roberts, v.p. 
over sales. 


Apex Records, Ltd., wholly- 
owned subsid of Compo and dis- 
tributor of Decca records in On- 
tario, has also been taken over by 
Decca. George Offer, Apex man- 
ager, has been named vice-prexy 
of the distrib outlet. 





* 9 7 
Rainbow’s Foreign Deals 
Rainbow Records, 
_completed deals for distribution of 
its product in South Africa, 
Australia and Canada. Company’s 
disks will be released in South 
Africa on the Tru-Tone label, in 
Australia on Welch Esquire Pty, 
_Ltd., and in Canada on the Quality 
‘label. 








. Bay has | 


..LARIETY. |() Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





AFM's Local 802 Gains Victory . 
Over Cafes, Averting Holiday Strike 


> 





Forms Small Combo 


Lenny Hambro, longtime lead 
sax with Gene Krupa’s orch, has 
formed his own small combo. 
| Outfit has Mickey Crane, piano; 
Sam Bruno, bass; and Gene Thaler, 
drums. Group will be augmented 
with a vocalist. 


Hotel Must Pay 
~ Jobless Tax, Ct. 
Rules for Leader 


Chicago, Dec. 26. 
| Obligation for paying Illinois 
unemployment tax for musicians 
as of last week fell to the inn- 
keeper, according to an extem- 
poraneous ruling set down by Cook 
County Circuit Judge Harry Kk, 
Fisher. Jurist’s ruling bottled up 
a lengthy dispute over who is re- 
sponsible for the labor 
bandleader or the cafe operator. 

Amount of the tax is decided ac- 
cording to the sideman’s wage, 
ranging anywhere from one-quar- 
ter of 1% to 2.7%. 

Edgewater Beach hotel, chief 
litigant in the hearing, for some 


Hambro, Ex-Krupa, 
| 








time had been attempting to slide | 
‘out of a board of review decision , 


that the hotel is responsible for 
the tax payment. Circuit court re- 
versal will not be accepted as final, 
however, hotel attorney Albert 
Lidy said, announcing the current 
ruling will be appealed before Il- 
linois supreme court in 1951. 

Judge Fisher’s ruling in some re- 
spects disregards precedent of 
U. S. Supreme Court decision in 
Bartels vs. Birmingham, 
which national level taxation must 
be doled out by the orch leader. 
Basis for the jurist’s -decision 
rested, however, on a tangent IIli- 
nois statute, which cites the owner 
,of premises on which services are 
performed as being liable for Gov- 
| ernment levies. 





Boyd Raeburn’s orch plays one 
of its infrequent theatre dates at 
the N. Y. Paramount in February. 


It’s one of the spots played an-) 


nually by the band. 


Besides playing about 12 thea- | 
tre dates yearly and a number of, 


school proms. Raeburn is devoting 
most of his time to writing music. 


Week of Dec. 23 


0444444444 44044 9 


1. TENNESSEE WALTZ (5) (Acuff-R) .......cccccccccccseees Patti.Page ..........-; Mercu: y 
2. THE THING (5) (Hollis) 06000040000 000se0eses80 Fa an Tes 
©. WRURREUMLASS 0) sChsepeld ..........0000000ssesees0s) Be a ee Pag 
4. ALL MY LOVE (16) (Mills) 6060060660 0000060000 00065 Patti Page sdoeess CCCPCUty 
5. HARBOR LIGHTS (10) (Chappell) ..... eeechesesceceancsce. EE Gee iuc10. eee 
6. THINKING OF YOU (5) (Remick) ...... CTT | sd > Saas a 
7. ORANGE COLORED SKY (9) (Frank) ........eeeeeeeee King Cole-Stan Kenton Capitol 
8. I'LL NEVER BE FREE (13) (Valando) ........ ceccceceeees. Kay Starr Tern Ernie Capitol 
9. MY HEART CRIES FOR YOU (1) (Massey) ........ weeeees Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia 
10. V’LL ALWAYS LOVE YOU (6) (Famous) . ........5.see08: Dean Marti~ Capitol 
Second Group 
TO THINK YOU’VYE CHOSEN ME (Valando)..............5555. Eddy Howurd _........ Mercury 
CAN ANYONE EXPLAIN (16) (Valando) ...... ececccceves : Ames Bros. Coral 
. \ Mag Whiting-J'm Wakely Capitol 
A BUSHEL AND A PECK (Morris) ...... seeeeeeeeseeeeeeeseres ) Botty dutton Perry Comu Victor 
{ Ames Bros oe Coral 
GM BARE CRIBMR) . 65 occ cc cciesess $escbahseesevesesees ) Louis Prine "Robin Hood 
MARSHMALLOW WORLD (Shapiro-B) ...... Sesennseesansisess Vaughn Menroe ........ Victor 
{ Ames Bros a eT es Coral 
THIRSTY FOR YOUR KISSES (Mutual) ....... seeeereeseeeres ) Mille Bros beeces. . Decca 
THE ROVING KIND (Hollis) ...... .......+. Pee Oe Er eer Guy Mitchell ........Columbia 
DREAM A LITTLE DREAM ‘(Words & Music) ..... ceccsececses Franke Lome ....... Mercury 
CHRISTMAS IN KILLARNEY (Remick) ...... eoadeees pane Percy Faith ..........Columbia 
PATRICIA (BVC) .... 0... cece ccc ee cs cewes ° gee 645 ¢000> Perry Como avec Victor 
BE MY LOVE (Miller) .......... pevaceiaes sete sedeseseseaes Mario Lanza ............Victor 
PETITE WALTZ (Duchess) ........-++-+ WEVTTiT eT oe soeveds Guy toombardce ......... Decca 
LA VIE EN ROSE (13) (Harms) ....... ‘ 0$066000660000e8. CELE. Co taeess Victor 
\ Gordon Jenk:ns Weavers Decca 
GOODNIGHT IRENE (17) (Spen¢er) ..... 6000000068 steeeeeeees ) Prank Sinatr) '.. Columbia 
\ King Cole Trro . Capitol 
MONA LISA (20) (Paramount) ...... popescdenepdenneneesesaee: ) Victor Youn, .......+: eens 


(Figures in parentheses tndicate number oj weeks song has been tn the Top 10) 


tax—the ; 


under | 


Raeburn’s N.Y. Par Date 


¢ Threatened strike by American 


, Federation of Musicians’ N. Y. 
'Local 802 in leading niteries and 
hotels on the eve of the holiday 
season was averted over last week- 
end following an agreement be- 
tween the employers and the union 
at N. Y. State Mediation headquar- 
ters. Settlement represented a 
complete victory for Local 802 in 
its fight for wage hikes and estab- 
lishment of a welfare fund 

New pact, which is retroactive 
to Nov. 27, gives musicians wage 
increases ranging from $7 to $10, 
with a majority of the hikes in the 
upper bracket. In its original de- 
mands, union asked for a flat $10 
boost over the current minimums 
of $87 to $103, depending upon the 
spot’s classification. 

Union’s key demand for a wel¢ 
fare fund, with the employers to 
contribute $3, or 3% per man, 
whichever is less, was granted in 
entirety. Management previously 
balked at shelling out to any wel- 
fare fund and it was over this issue 
that the local made preparations 
for a walkout. Fund, which goes 
into operation Jan. 15, will be ad- 
ministered jointly by the union 
and employers. 

Other provisions in the contract 
give musicians 10% premium pay 
in nitery productions that run over 
one hour. Previously, musicians 
were paid a 6% premium. Tooters 
were also granted a $10 bonus for 
working New Year’s Eve as against 
the former $5 extra payment. 

Agreement, which was nego- 
tiated by Local 802 execs and reps 
of the Hotel Assn. and Allied 
Restaurant and Entertainment In- 
dustries of N. Y., covers about 250 
spots in the metropolitan area, in- 
'cluding all the top midtown hotels 
and cafes. Frederick C. Bullen, 
‘Mediation Board’s exec secretary, 
and Arthur Stark, another state 
mediator, assisted in bringing the 
parties to an agreement. Q 





Weavers Click in N. Y. 
Town Hall Concert; 
Capacity 36 Gross 


| The Weavers, Decca Records’ 
folk-singing group, made their con- 
cert debut Saturday night (23) at 
Town Hall, N. Y., and the appear- 
ance was sock from both the finan- 
cial and artistic point of view. 
Playing before a capacity house 
that paid over $3,000, the group ex- 
/hibited a wide repertoire, excellent 





_renditions and solid showmanship. 

Group comprises Ronnie Gilbert, 
Pete Seeger, Lee Hays and Fred 
Hellerman.. Seeger plays banjo 
and the near-obsolete English re- 
corder, while Hellerman plays 
guitar. The four work excellently 
together, but just as important, 
each is an accomplished soloist, 
‘with the result that they can per- 
_form a varied program in a varied 
| manner. 

Probably the best singer in the 
quartet is Miss Gilbert, who cgn 
vary her voice and mood from a 
quiet harmony to a strong, mean- 
shouting blues. Hays is a baritone, 
| Seeger a tenor and often a falsetto, 
while Hellerman is midway be- 
tween tenor and baritone, and has 
, the most folkish-sounding voice. 

Songs on the program consisted 
_mostly of American folk music, but 
there were some songs from other 
lands and other times—a couple of 
Israeli songs, a Zulu chant, a 
Haitian song, a Spanish civil war 
song and an Elizabethan ballad, 
played on the recorder and guitar. 
,In every case, the numbers were 
socked across solidly by the group. 
And towards the end of the pro- 
gram they had the entire Town 
Halli audience singing along with 
them. 

Also on the program was a Six- 
piece jazz group led by pianist- 
arranger John Benson Brooks, 
which played “jazz on American 
themes.” Actually, Brooks had ar- 
ranged variations on_ familiar 
themes in a_ progressive style. 
While interesting, the arrange- 
ments were unexciting. The group 
fared better at the end of the pro- 
gram, when-it improvised accome- 
paniments to the Weavers. Chan. 





Jailed on Dope Rap 
San Francisco, Dec. 26. 
Saunders King, blues singer and 
former jive orch leader, was jailed 


PEPEEEEEFFEFFEFEFEFFEFEFEEFESESESEE SS FHF FF FO TEPID SH, HEHEHE FEOHOFEFEEE SDSS |on narcotics charges last week. 
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and DOROTHY KIRSTEN 


Selections include: 
Decca 
27263 Wouldn't It Be Funny 


*9.27263 Once More the Blue 
and White 


Decca 
27173 High On the List 


*9.27173 Life Is So Peculiar 
with THE ANDREWS SISTERS 





Decca 
27264 Accidents Will Happen 
*9-27264 Milady 
with DOROTHY KIRSTEN 


Decca 
27241 Accidents Will Happen 


*9-27241 And You'll Be Home 





Decca Album A-790 © Four 10-inch 78 RPM Records @ Price $4.15 
Decca 9-101 ©@ Four 45 RPM Unbreakable Records © Price $3.75 
DL 5284 © 10-in. Long Play Microgroove Unbreakable Record ® Price $3.00 


INDICATES 45 RPM VERSION ALL ALBUM RECORDS AVAILABLE AS SINGLES 
Long Play Prices include Federal Excise Tax but no State or local taxes. 








48 RPM prices do not include Federal, state, or local taxes. 
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This Last Cle Si BISls | Slel3i8i5/2) 7 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title ZO sei S'S'IR'H'O (SIA n'a! S 
: PATTI PAGE (Mercury 
1 1 “Tennessee Waltz”—5534 a co oe Oe ee ee 3 3 99 
- PHIL HARRIS (Victor) 
2 2 “The Thing”’—20-3968B see eeeee 6 6 1 6 3. 2 5 = 5 6 4 75 
7 GENE AUTRY (Columbia) 
3 3 “Rudolph Reindeer”’—38610..... 1 3 7 4 4 1 2 1 2 74 
fa G. MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Col.) 
4 6 “My Heart Cries For You"—39067 3 4 .. .. 1 5 7 35 
~ MARIO LANZA (Victor) 
5 5 “Be My Love”’—10-1561A........ 2 ante 2 5 == a 1 34 
~ SAMMY KAYE (Columbia) 
6 7 “Harbor Lights”’—38963......... 7 4 2 1 9 _8 q 24 
~ GENE AUTRY (Colimbia) 
7 8 “Frosty the Snowman’’—38907 oo 9 10 . 9 eee ae 5 9 2. as 22 
PERRY COMO-B. HUTTON (Vic. 
8 4 *“Bushel and a Peck’’—20-3930 a) Pam 4 re. 10 _ 8 7 9 ; 20 
G. MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Col.) 
GA “Roving Kind” — 39067 et 3. C2 17 
i MILLS BROS. (Decca) 
9B 12 “Nevertheless” —27253 : on i. a 6 9 17 
ce BING CROSBY (Decca) 
10 ee “Harbor Lights”—27219 SYCre? Oey Oe, eee eS eee 2 4 16 
KAY STARR-T. ERNIE (Capitol). 
11 eid ad Never Be Free”—1124 ; 3 6 oe 13 
GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 
12 9 “Harbor Lights”—27208......... .. 8 3 11 
2 BOSTON POPS (Victor) 
13 12 “Sleigh Ride’’—10-1484.......... 5 sf 10 
: DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
14 i "eee ee & POG —=Ge0dG kes 6s 8k we 6 | 9 
an DENNIS DAY (Victor) 
15A “All My Love”—20-3870........ .. .. 3 8 
: EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
15B 17 “Thinking Of You’—20-3901 ae ae eee ee 9 5 8 
ree DON CHERRY (Decca) 
18C 10 “Thinking Of You’—27128 ae ; ae : 5 10 Me Tre oe 8 
JERRY MARLOWE (Capitol) 
15D “Frosty the Snowman”—1204. = 8 
JOHNNY DESMOND (MGM?) 
15E “Sleigh Ride’—10827 se seeees 3 8 
a PERCY FAITH (Columbia) 
16A “Xmas in Killarney” —39044 Le ae vee ee 5 10 7 
RALPH FLANAGAN (Victor) 
16B “Harbor Lights”—20-3911....... 4 7 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
16C 13 “Patricia”—20-3905 * ee 8 7 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
16D “Marshmallow World’’—27230... 4 7 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of | No. of 
Label Records Points Label Records Points - 
OO eee nee ee a ae reer peewee du 5 59 
| 5 . 8 Bee | Sees 50 b0s0ds00400 Terre ree 2 21 
SP ECC er ee TERE 1 99 _M _ .. MEER EE TERE ENTE TOT Ee 1 8 
| 1 2 3 4 | 5 
F I V E T O Pp MERRY XMAS SOUTH PACIFIC VOICE OF XTABY CALL ME MADAM TEA FOR TWO 
| Bing Crosby Broadway Cas? Venn Guanine Sieh eemen Hollywood Cast 
ALBUMS Decca Columbia | | Columbia 
| A-550, 9-65 mMs850. 0 |_~—Cs Cito Decca C215 
DLP-5019 ML4180 CC244 DL-5304 CL6149 
. Les Brown | Tones slated for Vic's Minneapolis, 


On the Upbeat | sate, Macs 


New York | 


Jimmy Hilliard, Coral Records 
artists and repertoire chief, goes 
to Chicago and Minneapolis next 
week for 0.0. of talent situation 
there... Frank Dailey has switched 
organist Joe Mooney from his 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., | 
to the Sherbrook, Little Ferry, | 
N. J... . Erroll Garner plays a| 
week at Apollo theatre, N. Y., Jan. 
4... Louis Bernstein, Shapiro- 
Bernstein partner, leaves for 
Florida vacation over the weekend. 

Airlane Trio, instrumental group, 
currently at Hotel Dixie, N. Y., 
inked by Tower Records... 
Singer Teresa Brewer, newly 
signed by Music Corp. of America, 
into the Versailles, N. Y., Jan. 3, 
for two weeks. 


Hollywood 


Desi Arnaz will team with wife | 
Lucille Ball for a telefilm package | 
. .. Bob Crosby orch set for a fea- | 
tured stint in “Two Tickets to| 
Broadway” at RKO . . . Vido Musso 
combo opens tonight (26) at the’ 
Black Hawk, San Francisco . . .!| 
Dan Terry orch starts indef stand. 
New Year's Eve at the Peabody 


{ 








' band into Shroeder hotel, Milwau- 


.| boards at Olympia, Miami, Jan. 10, 


inked for the Gene Norman “Holi- 
day Jazz Concert” at the Shrine 
auditorium Friday (29) ... Woody 
Herman secured his release from 
Capitol and is talking a deal with. 
MGM Records under which Her- 
man would pay entire cost of re-| 
cording session and arrangements 
and get 5% of the retail sales price | 
of each disk sold, same deal he had | 
at Capitol. 


Chicago 

WENR has moved abbreviated 
Benny, Rubin deejay show to 10:30 
p.m. Show is now half-hour cross- 
the-boards .. . Noble Davis band 
set for Claridge hotel, Memphis, 
Jan, 19, . . Lou Breese band play- 
ing weekly C.Y.O. dances at Sher- 
aton hotel here ... Orrin Tucker 


kee, Dec. 26, following at Chase 
hotel, St. Louis, Jan. 19... Don 
Ragon band set for Trocadero, 
Evansville, Ind., Feb, 23... Larry 
Fotine and Al Morgan inked for 
Grand theatre, Evansville, Ind., 
Jan. 10-14... Harmonicats to Col- 
ony Club, Waterloo, Ia., Jan. 4 for 
11 days. They follow at Nicollet 
hotel, Minneapolis, with Jan Au- 
gust, Feb. 2... Ethel Smith key- 





then heads west to El Rancho Ve- 
gas, Las Vegas, Jan. 26... Metro- 


Jan. 1 for four weeks ... Howard 
Graffman joined McConkey Book- 
Ing gency ..., James Hart, Am- 
bassador hotel prexy, tossed party 
for David Le Winter last week, 


/celebrating orchster’s fifth year in 


the Pump Room .. . Dead End 
Kids move into Seven Seas, Omaha, 
first of year... Sky Club, Aurora, 
usualy dark for Xmas, remains 


| Open, with Ben Marden unit hold- 
| ing over... Chirper Wyoma Win- 
_ters joined Gay Claridge unit ... 


Ray Pearl orch inked into Grove, 
Orange, Texas, Feb. 2... Carl 
Sands, former Oriental theatre ba- 
toneer, reorganized unit and moves 
into Mural Room, Baker hotel, 
Dallas, Jan. 15. 


Pittsburgh 


Will Hansen, bandleader and a 
first lieutenant in the Marine in- 
fantry reserve, recalled to active 
duty at Camp Lejeune, N. C. His 
ex-partner, Wes Parker, will carry 
on for him as booker for new 
Royal Ballroom. Skip Nelson, for- 





mer vocalist with late Glenn Mil-- 


ler, has joined Parker band as 
pianist-singer .. . Johnny Long at 
West View Park and Illinois Jao- 
quet at Savoy ballroom were one- 
night rival attractions here day 
after Christmas ... Luke Riley 


(Continued on page 36) 











Wednesday, December 27, 1950 


EZIO PINZA claims he’s an 
opera star because he was an 
unsuccessful 7-day bicycle 
racer. Hearing him sing after 
a race, a friend suggested 
that Pinza study voice. 

At the Metropolitan Opera 
he sang so many villains so 
convincingly, Critics called 
him the “big bad wolf of the 
Met.” With “South Pacific” 
his name became a house- 
hold word... his voice a 
revelation to millions up and 
down Main Street, U.S.A. 

We are proud and happy to 
welcome Ezio Pinza back to 
the RCA Victor Red Seal 
label. Soon to be released: 
Pinza’s album of hits 
(with Fran Warren) 
from his forthcoming , 
MGM film, “MR, 
IMPERIUM.” 
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*9.27263 Once More the Blue 
and White 





Decca 
27241 


*9-27241 








Decca 9-101 


Accidents Will Happen 
And You'll Be Home 


Decca Album A-790 © Four 10-inch 78 RPM Records ® Price $4.15 
Four 45 RPM Unbreakable Records 
DL 5284 © 10-in. Long Play Microgroove Unbreakable Record ® Price $3.00 


INDICATES 45 RPM VERSION 


coh 


ro> 


Decca 
27264 Accidents Will Happen 


*9-27264 Milady 





ALL ALBUM RECORDS AVAILABLE AS SINGLES 


Long Play Prices Include Federal Excise Tax but no State or loca! taxes. | 
48 RPM prices do not include Federal, state, or local taxes. 


with DOROTHY KIRSTEN 


© Price $3.75 





America’s :Fastest 


= Selling Records! 





: 
— | ~~ eo 
VARIETY —— 5 >. | 9 4 
RI. Y & 5 | e 8 
Survey of retail disk best .¥ ¥ a 0 | % ele & 
seilers, based on reports ob S{/elelOla!l s/s a B 3) 4 
tained from leading stores in “Al\e/ei2isiela Zi Bl eleig T 
12 cities and showing com alia a: | ¢1/5/15|2 tal g | oO 
parative sales rating for this oe le | é Ss | = | 5 | a4 a | § c m| § | i 
and last week. >| 9 | Alig | 2 2 e1&| 0 Z ES - 
Cle delelgitizididial 
; | o | 1S ig a | pm (tae | Sit ie« 
National Week Ending 1“ | 1 & | | F 3 = | 3 ; | | | 3 4 
Rating Si so/ 2 isi Si al ajajs|7 I 
Dec. 23 ee Se eS ic lsl el ele sis] y 
3 < n\n a c = = — = _ | T 
This Last : ele i e}/o;)/ 2a; s| & | Sligisia a 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title 270} si Si Sin 4 1 Oo! = l= inimi S 
_ PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
1 1 “Tennessee Waltz” —5534 prceel vekaane a oe _ a 7 se = 4 See =e 99 
PHIL HARRIS (Victor) ; 
2 2 “The Thing”’—20-3968B......... 6 6 1 6 3.2 5 2 5 6 4 15 
GENE AUTRY (Columbia) ' : 
3 3 “Rudolph Reindeer”—38610..... 10 3 7 4 4 1 . 1s & 
G. MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Col.) “a 
4 6 “My Heart Cries For You”"—39067 3 4 1 5 7 35 
~ MARIO LANZA (Victor) oe . 
5 5 “Be My Love”—10-1561A........_. 2... 2 ae mae. 34 
a ~ SAMMY KAYE (Columbia) 
6 vf “Harbor Lights’—38963 seeeeeee _ 2 1 9 _8 : 24 
GENE AUTRY (Columbia) 
7 8 “Frosty the Snowman’’—38907 = _ 9 10_ a ert ees 5 : 9 za 22 
7 ~ PERRY COMO-B. HUTTON (Vic.) 
8 4 “Bushel and a Peck”—20-3930... 8 .. 4 .. 10 .. 8 7 9 20 
G. MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Col.) 
9A “Roving Kind”—39067.......... =% 3. C2 7 
_ MILLS BROS. (Decca) a 
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: BOSTON POPS (Victor) 
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y y DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
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: DENNIS DAY (Victor) 
15A “All My Love” —20-3870 setae te ae 3 8 
- EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
15B 17 “Thinking Of You”—20-3901 9... 5 8 
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158¢C «610 “Thinking Of You” -27128 10 5 10 8 
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15D “Frosty the Snowman”—1204.... 3 8 
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15E “Sleigh Ride” — 10827. Terre 3 8 
we PERCY FAITH (Columbia) 
16A “Xmas in Killarney” —39044 er 5 10 7 
RALPH FLANAGAN (Victor) 
16B “Harbor Lights”—20-3911 Teer 4 7 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
16C 13  “Patricia”—20-3905 ........ soos 7 8 7 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
16D “Marshmallow World’—27230... 4 7 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
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On the Upbeat 


New York 


Jimmy Hilliard, Coral Records 
artists and repertoire chief, goes 
to Chicago and Minneapolis next 
week for 0.0. of talent situation 
there ... Frank Dailey has switched 
organist Joe Mooney from his 


Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J.,| 
Little Ferry, | 


...» Erroll Garner plays a} 


to the Sherbrook, 
N. J. 
week at Apollo theatre, N. Y., Jan. 
4... Louis Bernstein, Shapiro- 
Bernstein partner, leaves _ for 
Florida vacation over the weekend. 

Airlane Trio, instrumental group, 
currently at Hotel Dixie, N. Y., 
inked by Tower Records... 
Singer Teresa Brewer, newly 


signed by Music Corp. of America, ' 


into the Versailles, N. Y., Jan. 3, 
for two weeks. 


Hollywood 


Desi Arnaz will team with wife 
Lucille Ball for a telefilm package 
. .. Bob Crosby orch set for a fea- 
tured stint in “Two Tickets to 
Broadway" at RKO .. . Vido Musso 
combo opens tonight (26) at the 
Black Hawk, San Francisco... 
Dan Terry orch starts indef stand 
New Year's Eve at the Peabody 





| 

| hotel, Memphis . . Les Brown 
inked for the Gene Nerman “Holi- 
| day Jazz Concert” at the Shrine 
auditorium Friday (29) ... Woody 
| Herman secured his release from 
| Capitol and is talking a deal with 
MGM Records under which Her- 
man would pay entire cost of re- 
cording session and arrangements 
and get 5°% of the retail sales price 
of each disk sold, same deal he had 
at Capitol. 


Chicago 

WENR has moved abbreviated 
Benny, Rubin deejay show to 10:30 
p.m. Show is now half-hour cross- 
the-boards . . . Noble Davis band 
set for Claridge hotel, Memphis, 
Jan, 19... Lou Breese band play- 
ing weekly C.Y.O. dances at Sher- 
aton hotel here . . . Orrin Tucker 
band into Shroeder hotel, Milwau- 
kee, Dec. 26, following at Chase 
| hotel, St. Louis, Jan. 19 . .. Don 
|Ragon band set for Trocadero, 
| Evansville, Ind., Feb, 23... Larry 
|Fotine and Al Morgan inked for 
| Grand theatre, Evansville, Ind., 
Jan, 10-14... , Harmonicats to Col- 
ony Club, Waterloo, Ia., Jan. 4 for 
/11 days. They follow at Nicollet 
/hotel, Minneapolis, with Jan Au- 
|gust, Feb. 2... Ethel Smith key- 
‘boards at Olympia, Miami, Jan. 19, 
then heads west to El Rancho Ve- 
gas, Las Vegas, Jan. 26... Metro- 





| Tones slated for Vic’s Minneapolis, 
'Jan. 1 for four weeks ... Howard 
Graffman joined McConkey Book- 
‘ing gency ... James Hart, Am- 
bassador hotel prexy, tossed party 
for David Le Winter last week, 
{celebrating orchster'’s fifth year in 
the Pump Room ... Dead End 
Kids move into Seven Seas, Omaha, 
first of year ... Sky Club, Aurora, 
usualy dark for Xmas, remains 
open, with Ben Marden unit hold- 
ing over... Chirper Wyoma Win- 
ters joined Gay Claridge unit ... 
Ray Pearl orch inked into Grove, 
Orange, Texas, Feb. 2... Carl 
Sands, former Oriental theatre ba- 
toneer, reorganized unit and moves 
into Mural Room, Baker hotel, 
Dallas, Jan. 15. 


Pittsburgh 

Will Hansen, bandleader and a 
first lieutenant in the Marine in- 
fantry reserve, recalled to active 
duty at Camp Lejeune, N. C. His 
ex-partner, Wes Parker, will carry 
on for him as booker for new 
Royal Ballroom. Skip Nelson, for- 
mer vocalist with late Glenn Mil- 
ler, has joined Parker band as 
pianist-singer . . . Johnny Long at 
West View Park and Illinois Jao- 
quet at Savoy ballroom were one- 
night rival attractions here day 
after Christmas ... Luke Riley 


(Continued on page 36) 
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EZIO PINZA claims he’s an 
opera star because he was an 
unsuccessful 7-day bicycle 
racer. Hearing him sing after 
a race, a friend suggested 
that Pinza study voice. 

At the Metropolitan Opera 
he sang so many villains so 
convincingly, ¢ritics called 
him the “big bad wolf of the 
Met.” With “South Pacific” 
his name became a house- 
hold word... his voice a 
revelation to millions up and 
down Main Street, U.S.A. 

We are proud and happy to 
welcome Ezio Pinza back to 
the RCA Victor Red Seal 
label. Soon to be released: 
Pinza’s album of hits 
(with Fran Warren) 
from his forthcoming , 
MGM film, “MR, 
IMPERIUM.” 
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Local 10's Five-Day Week Forces 


Chicago, Dec. 26. 
New five-day week for Local 10, 
AFM. members here has prompted 
some major reshuffling in top 
niteries and ballrooms, with all op- 


erators devising methods to cir- 
cumvent the two-day gap without 
their regular bands. 


Check-up of nitery ops revealed 
that mahy will shutter one night 
each week. The Blackhawk here, 


which was formerly a seven-night 
operation, will shutter Sunday 
nights Lou Diamond band, for- 
merly filling in at the Blackhawk 
on the seventh night, has been 


dropped, Don Roth, nitery’s owner, 
said, and will be replaced by the 
Gay 

Martinique 
s.utter one night, where it had 
previously been lighted seven 
nights. Operator Tony de Santos 
said he'll probably be dark on 
Mondays, but will use his regular 
relief unit on Tuesday. De San- 
tos, like Roth, told VARIETY he was 
reluctant to take on the additional 
expense of remaining cpen. De 
Santos said he has put current 
band, Buddy Moreno, on notice, 
and that once the initial blow of 
James C. Petrillo’s edict has 
tapered, he’ll approach the union 
prexy with his books and ask for 
some arrangement, a flat deal, in 
all probability, for six nights. Next 
band slated for the Martinique is 
the Art Kassel orch. Op, however, 
did not explain why he was giving 
Moreno notice, then bringing in 
Kassel at nearly the same coin out- 
lay. 


Claridge orch. 


ballroom will also 

































































































































































Major Reshuffle in Chi Spot 
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AFM ‘Unbudging’ 

While De Santos optimistically 
feels he can plead with the union 
for a better deal, Roth, conversely, 
felt the AFM edict will be solid 
and unbudging. 

Edgewater Beach hotel's Marine 
Room, which brought in Xavier Cu- 
gat band today (2), has reportedly 
*been granted union reprieve, since 
the Latin maestro is playing six 
days on opening week. Inn re- 
ports, however, that on the second 
week of the Cugat run, it will have 
Cugie for the regular five days, 
bringing in the Jack Cavan band on 
two nights for relief. Cavan had 
formerly been used on one eve- 
ning. 


Chez Paree has not mapped any London Flies 
definite plans so far, except to drop | 
Diamond relief unit after 12 | 
of off-night show-backing. ; 
Diamond will reportedly be re- 
placed by the Benny Sharp orch on | 
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NEW REVIVALS 


‘| Don’t Mind 
Being All Alone’ 


‘Exactly Like You’ 
° 


Standards by 
Jimmy MeHugh 
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to meet with Petrillo and work out 
an agreement, but, according to the 
counsel, the union head said he 
will not deal with any organized 
body, nor come to terms with any- 
one but individual ops themselves. 

Meeting again Friday (22), COA 
agreed to draft a resolution urging 
President Truman to intervene, in 
view of the Government’s appeal 
for voluntary labor stabilization. 

Along with five-day week, Pe- 
triflo has upped nightly scales from 
$18 to $21.60, so that Local 10’ers 
come out even on their take-home 
pay. 





O'Day - | 


| in. 
| And the whole tenor of the music | 


With Kay Little 
Rustic Cabin, Englewood, N. J. 
It's unfortunate that in the past | 
couple of years Tony Pastor's orch | 
has been restricted in its record- 
ing to novelty and rhythm num- 
bers. Actually Pastor has a fine, 
relaxed dance band that can de- 
liver a pop tune with the best of 
them. 
Orch has an instrumentation of 


five saxes, three trumpets, two 
trombones and three rhythm. Its 
style is simple and direct—saxes 





lead the melody while brasses fill 
Tempo is brisk and danceable. 


is relaxed. 


Book is surprisingly stocked) 


| with current pops, and Pastor has 


° To N.Y. for Disking a vocal team that delivers them 
London Records flew vocalist nicely. Kay Little is an accom- 
Anita O’Day into N. Y. from) Plished vocalist who shows a fine 


Hollywood to cut four sides this| 
week, following a good public re-| 
action to her slicing of ‘‘Yea Boo.” | 
Diskery also signed arranger Ben | 
Homer to arrange and conduct the 
sessions with the singer. | 

Following slicing of the sides to- 
day (Wed.), Miss O‘Day goes to De- 
troit, where she opens Friday (29) 


_for two weeks at the Flame Club. 











On the Upbeat 


Continued from page 34 =——— 











back to Casino as leader of house | 
orch after shutdown of more than. 
a month...Ben Ribble’s band. 
opened indefinite engagement at, 
William Penn  hotel’s’ Terrace, 
Room Monday (25), replacing Rob-. 
ert Norris outfit, which Soperted | 
with Hildegarde ... Billy Cati-'| 
zone’s band signed to play for Va-| 
riety Club’s annual New Year’s 
Eve party .. . Gloria Seigle, for- 
mer featured pianist’ at Monte} 
Carlo, has turned to teaching) 
piano. 


Kansas City 


Willie Shore moves out of El 


a date at the Cheat Lake Supper 
|Club, Morgantown, W. Va., Dec. 
.29, and follows that with the Chi- 
|Chi Club, Palm Springs, Cal., Jan. 


|6, and the Last Frontier, Las Ve- | 


|gas, Jan. 26. Bellerive set Radio 
|Rogues, Fisher & Marks and 
{Dwight Fiske for its next several 
.. Gene Autry and Smiley 
| Burnette bring their show in for a 
one-nighter in the Municipal Audi- 
jtorium Jan. 14... Ray Palmer 
| band, a newcomer in the Pla-Mor 
ballroom, playing pair of weekend 
|dates ... Max Cooper comedy trio 
,now playing return engagement at 
ithe Famous Restaurant on the 
| Baltimore Strip ... Craig, Collins 
|& Ames Trio opened for a_ two- 
week stand at Eddy’s Dec. 22... 
Dick Mansfield Trio currently 
doing music chores in the Pen- 
jguin Room of the Hotel Conti- 
‘nental. 


{ 





| fringement 


| (22) in New York Federal court. | 
Casbah of the Hotel Bellerive for 


voice, poise and good looks. Buddy 

ames, one of the saxophonists, 
handles ballads. He’s got a good 
veice, but little in the way of stage 
appearance. Stubby Pastor, Tony’s 
younger brother and a trumpeter 
in the band, shares novelty and 
rhythm vocals with Tony and the 
gal. He’s got a voice cut out of a 
groove similar to his brother’s, and 
bounces around the stand enter- 
tainingly. And Pastor himself, of 
course, handles a novelty with ease 
and finesse. 


There aren't too many instru- 
mental solos. Both Pastors take a 
few, Tony on his sax and Stubby 
on trumpet. But band is geared 
for dancing, and most of the ar- 
rangements eall for concerted band 
work only. Group makes a neat 
appearance, and Pastor fronts it 
handily. Chan. 





‘3é@Man’ Pic Wrongfully 


Used ‘Managua’; Sues 
Sir Alexander Korda’s London | 


Film Productions wrongfully used 


“The Third Man,” 
Publications 


Encore Music 
charged in an 
suit brought Friday 


| Publisher asks an injunction, dam- 
|}ages and an accounting of the 
| profits. 


| Also named defendants in the 


action are Selznick Releasing Or- 
| ganization, distributors of the film 
‘in the U. S.; City Entertainment 
|Corp., Loew’s Theatre & Realty 
|Corp. and Estates Theatres, Inc. 
|Last three firms operate theatres 
jin which “Third Man” was 
| screened, 





Larry Green Adds 2 Vocalists 
Boston, Dec. 26. 
Two vocalists, Barbara Gray and 
Art Mansor, joined the Larry 
Green aggregation last week. 


to band vocalizing. Femme, rec- 
ommended by Hub’s Ray Dorey, 
won post over field of 30 audition- 
ers. 





its song. “Managua Nicaragua,” in| 


in- | 


Both are locals and newcomers | : 
|eral names for Savoy's talent ros- | 


lished by Office of Research, 
Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, 
director ) 


Xmas in Killarney... Remick 
Harbor Lights Chappell 
Orange Colored Sky Frank 


Rudolph Reindeer St. Nicholas 


The Thing ; Hollis 
5 Top Standards 
I've Got My Love Berlin 


Lover Famous 


Oh Beautiful. Doll ; .. Remick 
Santa Claus Comin’.... Feist 
White Christmas Berlin 


Chappell Picks Up - 


3 Coming B’way Tuners 


Chappell Music has picked up 
the scores of three upcoming 
Broadway musicals, in addition to 
the two it is currently working on 
and the Richard Rodgers-Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d score of “Anna 
and the King of Siam,” which goes 
into the Williamson catalog. 

Scores set for late winter and 
early spring campaigns are the 
Johnny Mercer-Robert Emmet 
Dolan score for “Messer Marco 
Polo”; Arthur Schwartz and Doro- 
'thy Fields’ music and lyrics for 
“A Tree Grows in Brooklyn” and 
“Paint Your Wagon,” score’ by 
| Frederick Loewe and Alan Jay 
Lerner. . 

Chappell currently 
on Cole Porter's “Out 








is working 


of This 


| Know 


| 


World” and Harold Rome's “Bless 


You All” scores. 





Bourne Reopens Chi 
| Office, Rehires Aide 


| Bourne Music c! 
|has returned to New 
three weeks on the Coast. Trip was 
| routine one, in which he checked 
his Coast activities. 

Bourne, on his way back to N. Y., 


rehired Hank Markbreit, whom he 
had dropped as Chicago contact- 
man, and announced that his Chi- 


. Saul Bourne | 
York after | 





cago office would reopen Jan. 2. | 


His original intention was to close | 


the Chi office completely. He has 
‘not yet replaced Mike Gould on 
the Coast. Eddie Shaw, who was 
hired to rep his ABC Music there, 
is currently handling both firms. 





Savoy Names Magid 
Lee Magid has been named art- 
ists and repertory chief for Savoy 





cializing in blues and rhythm num- 
bers. Magid has been in the per- 
| sonal management field. 

| Magid, who just returned from 
' tour through the south, inked sev- 


'ter, including Zilla Mays 
Thomas Brown, vocalists, and Fats 
Jackson, bandleader, 


Records, indie N. Y. company spe- , 


| 


eral professional manager of Leo 
First, Inc., next week one of the 
longest song titles in recent years. 
It's “How Could You Believe Me 
When I Said I Love You When You 
I've Been a Liar All My 
Life,” from the Alan Jay Lerner- 
Harold Burton score of Metro's 
“Royal Wedding.” 

Score has been 
Feist and Miller 
Three general anager Abe Ol- 
man. Feist will also have “Too 
Late Now” and “I Left My Hat in 
Haiti.” Lester Sims, who replaces 
Foley as general professional man- 
ager of Miller when Foley moves 
into Harry Link’s post at Feist, 
will work on two other songs from 
the picture. They are “The Hap- 
piest Day of My Life’ and “You're 
All the World to Me.” 


between 
Music by Big 


split 





Prestige to Release Dial 

Prestige Records N. Y. outfit 
handling a flock of indie labels 
specializing in jazz, has acquired 
Dial Records’ catalog for national 
distribution. 

Dial label, inactive in recent 
months, pioneered in modern jazz 
and bebop with such artists as 
Dizzy Gillespie, Charlie Parker, 
Erroll Garner and others. 











SHAKESPEARE sacd 
“THE PLAY'S THE THING” 
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Hear PHIL HARRIS on RCA Victor 


HOLLIS MUSIC, INC 
lay. Ww. send $i). NY, ¢ 














THE WINTER SENSATION! 


SLEIGH 
RIDE 


PROGRAM NOW! 
“| DON’T MIND 
BEING ALL ALONE” 


(When I'm All Alone With You) 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 


1619 Broadway New York 19 























Phonograph records wanted made be- 
tween 1920 and 1940. Any quantity, of 


and | dealer's stock. 


J. SCHNEIDER, 128 W. 66th St. 
New York City, N. Y. 
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Pay Rise Nix to Atlantic City Police 
Cues Crackdown on Cafe Casinos 


Atlantic City, Dec. 26. 


A feud that has developed be-| 
tween the Republican organization | 
here and a group of resort police- | 
men has driven most city bookies | 
out of town and caused every night- | 
club casino to shut down. 

It started a month before elec- 
tion when younger men on the 
force came out for an $850 pay 
raise. At first the Republican or- 
ganization, all powerful here, adopt- 
ed a hands-off attitude. A week be- 
fore the pay hike question was to 
be voted upon in the November 
general election the party 
came out against the raise. It was 
defeated by a more than two to one 
majority. 

Members of the police commit- 


NEW ORLEANS SET 
FOR MARDI GRAS 


By TED R. LIUZZA 

New Orleans, Dec. 26. 
This old city on the Mississippi's 
have its traditional 
this year complete 
with street pageants, balls and a 
Carnival queen. There will be a 
huge parade on Mardi Gras Day, 
Feb. 6, and a parade each night 
from Jan. 20 through Mardi Gras 
night. 

Krewe captains of the Carnival 
organizations which have decided | 
to continue their plans said they | 
will fill in the dates left vacant he | 


bosses 


levees will 


Mardi Gras 


cancellation of four parades by the 
four oldest major krewes—Comus, | 


Proteus, Momus and Rex. Each 
parading krewe, the captains said 
Thursday (21), will donate three or 
four floats to make up the Mardi 


Gras Day parade. And the organi- 
zations will meet soon-to select a 
queen of Mardi Gras, whose name 
will be announced on Mardi Gras 
Day as is the tradition. <A king 
also will be selected and his identi- 
ty will be kept secret until then. 
However, all these plans are con- 
tingent on inquiries to be made of 
national defense leaders as to the 
advisability of carrying on the tra- 
ditional- season. 

Rep. F. Edward Hebert of New 
Orleans has been named by these 
organizations to inquire whether 
the Carnival festivities will hurt} 
the nation’s war effort. He will 
confer with national leaders after 
the Christmas holidays. 


Arrangements are underway to 
have the krewes of Okeanos and_/| 
Carrollton, two-daytime parading 
organizations, to fill in the two 
open nights. The krewe captains 
will meet again about Jan. 15 to 
complete plans. | 


News of the cancellation of 
parades and balls by the four 
Major organizations came follow- 
ing an all-day meeting with Mayor 
DeLesseps Morrison at City Hall 
Tuesday (19). Reason given was 
the grave international crisis. 
Mayor Morrison said that no use- 
ful purpose would be served to the 
nation or to the city of New Or- 
ae by cancellation of the Mardi 
ras. 


The 


annual 


Orleans merchants. 


Carnival celebrations have been 
Suspended here four times pre- 
viously because of war. 


aiter cessation of World War II. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
_Saranac Lake, N. Y., Dec. 26. 
Theatrical Union No. 1. of 

C. played Santa Claus to 
patients and staff and personnel 
of the Variety Clubs hospital. 

_William Patrick, of the Sipp 
Theatre Circuit of Paintsville, Ky., 
in for rest and observation. 

Faye Emerson and Skitch Hen- 

cerson skedded to be crowned 
King and Queen of the Winter 
Carnival at Lake Placid. 
_A salute to the Saranac Lake 
Study & Craft Guild and Alfredo 
Gonzalez for making possible for 
a group of Variety Clubs patients 
to attend their annual Christmas 
party. It was a grand affair. 


Esther (RKO) Ostrow in from | 
N. Lillie Ostrow, | 


C. to visit 
Whose progress places her in the 
all up gang. 

Write to those who are ill. 


celebration an-| 
nually attracts thousands of visi-| 
tors and millions of dollars to New | 


The city | 
has Seen only five Carnival cele- | 
brations since they were resumed , 





tee which had conducted an active 


campaign for the raise growled 
they had been double-crossed, and 
then started to do something about 
it. This something was raiding 
bookies which heretofore had op- 
erated without too much police 
trouble. They raided them when 
they were located on their beats. 
and they even organized and raided 
where they believed they needed 
more than one or two men to han- 
le the situation. 

Heretofore the policy had been 
for police to turn in addresses of 
suspected places to their su- 
periors, who in turn had them in- 
vestigated, an<, should they deem 
it necessary, raids would be made. 

Bookies, fearing the raiders, 
started shutting down or moving 
into other communities on the is- 
land to escape raids. Even here 
they are open to police visits, as 
officials in the residential areas do 
not favor bookie establishments be- 
ing located in their communities. 

As the situation stands at the 
present time, the raiding cops have 
been transferred from regular pa- 
trol duty to a traffic post, where 
they report at 10 a.m. and quit t 
7 p.m., after the last race is fin- 
ished. 





Nat Karson Returns 
To U.S. to Gander Acts 


For London Vauder 


Nat Karson, producer of the 
stage presentations at Metro’s Em- 
pire London, arrived in 
New York last week for a three- 
week stay. In a combined busi- 
ness-vacation trip, he plans to look 
for talent and may visit the Coast. 

Karson, former Broadway pro- 
ducer, has been abroad since the 
live show policy began at the Em- 
pire Dec. 26, 1949. He’ll continue 
as director there during 1951, hav- 


theatre, 





Comedian 
Joey Adams 


Urges All Actors to 


Meet Your Audiences 


»* * 


An Amusing Byline Piece in the 
Forthcoming 
45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 
OUT NEXT WEEK 











Roy Rogers Peak 


Brandt Circuit Looks to Vaude 


Rescuing Its 


+ 





‘D.C. Showmen Host 
Naval Hosp Layout | 


Washington, Dec. 26, 

Local showmen are hosting a 
name entertainment program to-| 
morrow night (27) for patients at 
the big U. S. Naval Hospital at 
suburban Bethesda. 

Among the _ entertainers who 
have volunteered to appear are 
Burl Ives, Frank Sinatra, the Men 
of Song, Louis Jordan, Myrna Loy, 
Edward Arnold, Eileen Wilson, 
Bill Darnell, Allen Carney, Danny 








° | Scholl, Scotty Graham, and others, 
In ates mostly recording artists. 
| Show committee is headed by 


Keys Second Tour 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

Second personal appearance tour, 
to be launched after he makes 
“Thataway” with Bob Hope, is be- 
ing mapped by Roy Rogers as a 
result of his initial 26-city safari 
that wound up with a $278,000 
gross. Blizzards forced cancellation 
of dates in two other cities, Troy 
and Marion, O., with an estimated 


{loss of $30,000. 


ing just inked a pact with Metro, 


for another 12-month 
House’s stage entertainment is 
similar to that of the Radio City 
Music Hall, N. Y. 


Prior to inception of the new 


stretch. | 


policy the Empire had been on) 


straight films. 


Resident company 


comprises a line of Empire Girls | 


‘(a la the Music Hall’s Rockettes), 


ballet, choral group and an orches- 
tra led by George Melachrino. 
Format has proved a _ successful 
one, boxoffice-wise. 


Trek marked the 
Rogers had essayed 
stand. All dates were played at a 
$2 top, plus tax. Decision to launch 


first time 


a second tour stemmed from sev- | 
eral SRO stands, including a new | 


record at the Corn Palace, Mitchell, 
S. D., where Rogers drew 7,637 paid 
admissions, including 763 standees. 

Rogers, who was on stage for 
about 40 minutes at each show in 
addition to emceeing the layout, 
was supported by his wife, Dale 
Evans, and his horse, Trigger, and 
the Roy Rogers Riders, a new 
choral group. Other acts in the 
entourage were Walter & Jean 
Brown, Wallis & Carroll, Black 
Bros., Pat 
Ralph Platt and Al Dault. 





Mich. Fair’s 15G Profit 
Detroit, Dec. 26. 
The 1950 Michigan State Fair 
made a profit of $15,113, it was an- 
nounced by the board of managers. 
Revenue was $607,011, expendi- 
tures were $591,898. 


Cost of entertainment, including 
Betty Hutton, Carmen Miranda, 
Johnny Mack Brown and others, 
was listed at $53,000. 


a one-night | 


Brady, Knight Sisters, | 


Hirsh de la Viez, president of the 
Washington Music Guild, organiza- 
tion of juke box operators; Morton 
Gerber, president of the D. C. 
Variety Club; Joel Margolis, mana- 
ger of Loew’s Capitol theatre; 
Herman Paris, of station WWDC. 


Philly Cafe Op Agrees 
To Drop 14G Pact Suit | 


Vs. Martin and Lewis’ 


Harry Steinman, operator of the | 
Latin Casino, Philadelphia, agreed | 
| yesterday (Tues.) to a stipulation | 
in which he withdraws his $14,000 | 
suit against Dean Martin and Jerry | 


| 
| Lewis for breach of contract. | 
| Comics’ former manager, Abner J. 
Greshler, is now the sole defend- 
ant in the suit. 


Withdrawal of Martin and Lewis 
from the papers came after Henry 
Dunn, American Guild of Variety 
Artists national administrative sec- 
retary, notified the nitery operator 
that shows would be pulled from 
his spot as of yesterday unless he 
ceased action against M&L. 

Dunn told the cafe operator that 
the suit was a violation of his mini- | 
mum basic agreement with the 
|union, and as the suit had pre- 





|viously been arbitrated at the 
}union, he was going counter to 
|AGVA rules in processing the 
claim. At the arbitration held 


| about a year ago, union board 
‘ruled against Steinman because 
_M&L’s contract to play the Latin 
| Casino had allegedly been signed 
by Greshler without comics’ knowl- 
edge. Pact was signed about two. 
years ago and stipulated a two-| 
week date at $7,000 weekly. Date) 
was never played. 





v 


Nabes From Video 


The Brandt theatres are cone 
templating vaudeville for many of 
their houses as a means of come 
batting video. Circuit heads have 


‘asked for a meeting with Henry 


Dunn, national administrative sece 
retary of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, in order to discuss 
scale and working conditions, 

The Brandt vaude plans encome- 
pass their smaller houses with 
seating capacities up to 1,500. 
Chain is mulling two-a-day vaude- 
film. 

The Brandts, who have approxie 
mately 135 houses in the N. Y, 
metropolitan area, have operated 
vaude houses in the past. A few 
years ago, the Flatbush, Brooklyn, 
and Windsor, Bronx, were regular 
vaude stands. Last season, these 
houses were set to roll with live 
talent, but failure to reach an 
agreement with the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Eme- 
ployees stymied vaude in those 
houses. 

Just how many theatres will be 
getting vaude isn’t known as yet. 
Most of Brandt’s houses are in the 
nabes, and neighborhood business 
is a major problem these days. 


TIVOLI’S MARTIN SCOUTS 
U.S., BRITISH TALENT 


Sydney, Dec. 26. 

David N. Martin, managing die 
rector of the Tivoli circuit, Ause 
tralia, will be in New York Mone 
day (1) and Tuesday (2) enroute to 
London. He leaves Sydney today 
(Wed.). 

Martin expects to complete some 
deals with name talent for a tour 
of the ‘Tivoli houses while in the 
U. S. and England. He’ll be back 
in his native heath late in January. 








Florence Desmond Follows 


Piaf at Versailles, N. Y. 


Florence Desmond, British coe 
medienne, has been signed for the 
Versailles, N. Y., starting Jan. 3 
for four weeks and options. She’ll 
succeed the long run of Edith Piaf, 

For this show, spot will take a 
departure from its one-act policy 
and is adding another-act, Teresa 
Brewer, a recording singer. 


Henri Salvador was originally 
set for this date but because of a 
booking mixup, he'll be playing 
the Follies Bergere, Montreal, in- 


| stead. 





—— 











“Broke All Records for 1950 at the Oval Room. 
Copley Plaza, Boston!” 


—=3 








... Arkie Yavensoune 


ENTERTAINMENT DIRECTOR FOR SHERATON HOTELS 


“No One Will Forget Such a Pertorm- 


ance... No One Should 


Miss It!” 


.., George W. Clark 


BOSTON DAILY RECORD 


“Carmichael Not Only is Proving a sWauulite Top Name Draw. but Also a 
§ Koyo) Bistro’ Entertainer. As Solid a Nitery Stint as Seen in Some Time!” 


... Variety 
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Night Club Reviews 


Diamond Porseshoe 
(NEW YORK) | 
Billy Rose presentation oO John 


Murray Anderson production, 
“Reautu in A Flat.” With Joe E. 
Howard, Ross & La Pierre. Billy 
Ronks. W. C. Handy, Eddie Frank- 
li Savon: Sisters (2), Wallen 
Twin: Line (12): Noble Sissle 
Orch: choreoaranhu, Dick Barstow; 
M nos, $3-$4-$5. 

Bill Rose on Christmas night 
p.eemed his 10th show since he 
0} d the Diemond Horseshoe 12 
vears ago. During that interval he 
sed sizable takes with the 
sgiden ingredient of nostalgia. It’s 
been a haven of old time perform 
e eautiful girls and magnificent 
stagir Che formula has paid off 
h " Isomely 

However, the past few months 
have cut down the customary profit- 
able takes. With the Diamond 
Horseshoe’s lease in the Paramount 
Hotel running out next September, 


Rose expects to use this period as 


a measuring stick to determine 
whether this kind of nitery can 
survive im an era when television 
is -o dominant. 

The current bill is not in the 
usual expansive style that charac- 
terized the showman’s efforts in 
the past As a matter of fact, 
there's evidence of retrenchment. 
The costumes are as striking but 
the overall lavishness isn’t as evi- 
dent. 

The holdover talent’ in the cur 
rent revue indicates that Rose, 


through his producer, John Murva)3 
Anderson, has borrowed liberally 
from ideas evidenced in the pre- 
vious show. Current display, *Beau- 
tv io A Flat.”’ has retained the 
services of longtermers such as 
Ross & La Pierre, W. C. Handy, 
Billy Banks and Eddie Franklin. 
Heading the display is Joe E. How- 
ard, no stranger to the Horseshoe’s 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Ceanches of Theatricals 


“ason's FUN-MASTER 


GLASON’S 
1H ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE’ 
@ Nos 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 each om 
(Sola in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL. FIRST 13 FILES FOR $10 
ALL 35 FILES FOR ONLY $25 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES per book $10 @ 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET $25 @ 
e 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk $25 @ 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
‘reissue’, $200 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $250. My a Ne ad a thousand. 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54 St.. New York 19 Dept. ¥ 
Circle 7-1130 


| Sisters 











podium. A new turn is the Saxon 
(2), a team which made 
impact at the old Casino de Paree 
about 15 years ago, and which has 
been revived for this occasion. 
These giris can still belt out a 
tune even though their scat-sing- 
ing is a throwback to another era. 

Howard is one of the most hardy 


perennials in the business. Octo- 
genarian singer-composer is still 


a stellar figure. He asks no quarter 
because of his advanced years and 
can hold his own with the more 
youthful figures of this day. His 
efforts hit excellent response. 

Ross & La Pierre continue 
provide ck entertainment at 
hospice. Ross’ instrumental imita- 
tions and zeny chatter hit audience 
favor Assistance by Anita La 
Pierre also aids their cause con 
siderably. 

x 
of “St 


to 


this 


a 


Handy, famed composer 
Louis Blues,”” trumpets out 
that number and stands by while 
Billy Banks gives a hot rendition 
of that tune. Handy’'s stand al- 
ways a heartwarming event at this 
cafe. Negro singer also belts across 
a meditey of Gershwin tunes tor a 


is 


handsome mitt. 

Other songster in this display 
is holdover Eddie Franklin a 
diminutive tenor, who does well 


with medley of Jerome Kern num- 
bers 

This tribute to composers plays 
well. The pace is rapid and Dick 
Barstow’s dance designs punctuate 
the production numbers with strik- 
ing effect. Noble Sissle, a fixture 
at batons orch ina 
gives individual num- 
excellent lift. 

The production numbers come 
off The showgirlts are lookers 
and the ponies work energetically 
The quartet of bovs also show skill 
at terping. The Wallen Twins, who 

in the production provide 


1 
Spot, nis 


tnat 


this 
manner 
bers an 


well. 


work 
added spice to the line’s endeavors. 


Their briefie tumbling toward the 
end of the show gives zip to the 
finale Jose. 


Minnesota Ter.. Mpls. 
(HOTEL NICOLLET) 
Minneapolis, Dec. 20. 





Marjorie Garreitson (2), Alan & 
Blanche Lund, Cectl Golly Orc! 
(12) with Mildred Stanley: cover 
$1. $2.50-$3.50 2 Lina 1 


After an all too long absence of 
four years, Marjorie Garretson, 
singing comedienne, is back in her 
old stamping grounds, this time at 
the smart Hotel Nicollet Minnesota 


Terrace instead of the equally 
swanky Hotel Radisson Flame 
Room where she formerly was a 


frequent visitor. 
Instead of playing her own ac- 


companiments as formerly, Miss 
Garretson now works back of a 
mike and has the highly capable 


Alex Studer at the piano, and the 
change gives her greater oppor- 
tunity to exploit her comedic and 
vocal talents. In thoroughly show- 
manly fashion, she projects a lively 


and engaging personality during 
her vocal interlude. Original ma- 


terial by lyricist Mac Maurada and 
composer Studer does well by the 
performer. 

The Lunds are a young, attrac- 
tive ballroom couple whose spins 
and glides are performed with 
smoothness and grace, Particular 
applause is provoked by the light- 
ning-fast whirls of Alan with 
Blanche atop his head and shoulders 
and by a country style waltz. 

Rees. 
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Ciro’s H’wood 
Hollywood, Dec. 290. 
Dick Contino, Dick Stabile Orch 
(8), Marco Rizo Rhumband (5); 
cover $1.50, $2. 


Boniface Herman Hover has put 
a heavy burden on the shoulders 
of Dick Contino— asking him to 
hold down the solo spotlight at this 
Sunset Strip spot over the Yule- 


\heavy mitt 


| 


tide season. Accordionist may turn! 


the trick neatly at that; he looks 
like a cinch to start a new fad 
among the sophisticat.s and there’s 
little doubt that the stand here 
will earn him a film chore. 
Contino is a personable young 
gent and one of the best squeeze- 
box talents to come along in many 


vears. Dexterous fingering and a 
fine musical imagination enable 
him to get excellent tonal com- 
binations out of his accordion, 
whether its on a spirited number 
like “Mambo Jambo” or a tender 
treatment such as “Bewitched.” 
Contino still has some things to 


learn about presentation; his hand 
posturing is sometimes awkward, 
his patter is a little too unpolished 


and his routining could’ stand 
sharpening—particularly the  busi- 
ness of essaying his only vocal 
after a particularly difficult bit of 


him 
overall 
Kap. 


that leaves 
The 
good 


} na 
squeezebox work 
breathless. 


however, 


“athe 


effect 1S 


Meadowbrook 
(CEDAR GROVE, N. J.) 

Ralvh Flanagan Orch (15), 
Harry Prime, Singing Winds 
$1.50 minimum 

Ralph Flanagan 
Meadowbrook again. preparatory 
to launching his first Coast tour. 
Band does 13 one-nighters follow- 
ing closing on Jan. 1, then opens 
at the Palladium, Hollywood, Jan. 
23 for four weeks 

There have been few changes in 
the style and effectiveness of the 
group since last caught. It’s an 
admitted adoption of the Glen Mil- 
ler stvle, and Flanagan intends to 
keep it that way. In addition, he 
has repeatedly said he’s playing 
for the dancers, and that’s just 
what he does 

Consequently, the orch 
commercially. 
the music it 


with 
(4); 


in at the 


is 


is good 
It gives the public 
wants in a style it 
wants. it plavs for the dancer— 
who the. guy who pays money 
the band—and it has a 
capable group of vocalists who can 
deliver the pop ballads and rhythm 
songs in fine fashion 

Artistically and technically, how- 


is 


to hear 


ever, there’s less to be said for the 
unit Obviously, Flanagan can't 
get the talented musicians he used 
in his initial studio recordings to 
go on the road with him, and a 
high turnover of personnel since 
the travelling unit’s formation has 
not improved the quality of mu- 
sicianship. The band lacks a good 


deal of essential drive. and its sec- 
tion work is sometimes fuzzy. 
nearly always lacks sharpness and 
complete clarity. 

Instrumentation comprises five 
saxes, three trumpets, four trom- 
hones and three rhytm,. including 
Flanagan himself. Band's. style 
calls for use of saxes in leading 
the melody. and the reeds are the 
best-defined and sharpest section 
in the band. Trombones are rather 
weak, trumpets okay. 

Band has dropned its femme vo- 


calist and substituted a quartet, 
three males a gal, Lynn Tilton. 
who handles solos. Harry Prime 


still is the male vocalist. His work 
is consistently fine. Quartet is 
good, as is Miss Tilton. Band's ap- 
pearance is uniformly neat 

Chan. 


Roundup Rm.. Las Vegas 


(HOTEL EL RANCHO VEGAS) 
Las Vegas. Dec. 20. 
Kay Thompson and Co., (George 

Martin, Buzz Miller. Jimmy Thomp- 

son), Jimmy Nelson, George Moro 

Dancers (8), Henry Busse Orch 

(13); no cover, $2 minimum Satur- 


days. 


Many factors channel this new 
layout toward a solid click at the 
El Rancho. Topliner Kay Thomp- 
son and company gallep through 
a dazzline half hour, preceded by 
Jimmy Nelson's droll entrilo- 
quisms and sock dance routines by 
the Moro line. 


Miss Thompson's three new boys 
set up her act with a jete entrance 
for “Hello” greeter. Setup follow- 
ing has quartet combining facile 
song and dance routines aimed to 
please haut monde as well as the 


r.f.d. Miss Thompson darts within | , : 
to augment varied dance patterns, |the’ Deve Tyler orch is aos on 


flicks her satire ringside from any 


response. Tossaway 


‘with clever double entendre. Miss 
i Thompson works her audience into 


the cheer stage throughout by 


rapid punching, whirling gambols 
with her three terpers, to be called 


back many times on final bowoff. 
Nelson uncorks a sort of Jimmy 
Stewart personality as he parries 
thrusts from his well-manipulated 
mahogany splinter, Danny O’Day. 
With gab aimed toward intime nit- 
instead of rapid 


ery audiences 
gags, Nelson’s act is further en- 


hanced bv hidden piping as dum- 
my chirps “Best Things in Life 
Are Free.” Introduction of third 
character, Humphrey Higsby, perks 
up act when both dummies begin 
cudgelling verbally with Nelson in 
the middle. Rapid from one 
voice .to another over big, 
socks home on a terrif bit of ventro 
with evervone in the act riffing 
“Rag Mop.” Act is of showstopping 
calibre. 

George Moro brings a new line 
into this nitery after having spent 
several weeks at the Flamingo. 
Faves here, dancers trot out two 
routines staged effectively, with ex- 


“Age 
segs 


goes 


“Pardon Our French” terper Joy 
Walker taking solo slots. Henry 
Busse bows in this show, handles 


cues decisively, but reveals slightly 


overbearing coda crescendos dur- 
ing dance chores. Room is a little 
small for multi-unit orechs. Will. 
Copa Citv. Miami 
Miami Beach, Dec. 23. 
sam Leven SO Eddie Fisher, 


Copsey & Ayres (3), Stan Kramer 


& Co... Arden Fletcher Girls (12),! 
David Tyler Orch, Don Ostro 
Orch: minimum $3, $5. 


Seasonal teeoff for this lush spot, 
biggest in the area physically and 
in name bookings, was somewhat 
disappointing, business-wise. First 
show filled up nicely enough, but 
the supper stanza was far off from 
former years. Answer may be in 
the plethora of hotel openings, with 
edge taken off for cafe-conscious 
tourists, plus the fact that residents 
who make first nights a habit this 
time out just couldn't atford to 
keep attending night after night. 
It adds up to a year of stiff com- 
petish for the straight niteries as 
indicated by the past week’s fight 
for biz among all concerned. 

Proof lies in current show here. 
Though handicapped by lack of 
production numbers due to failure 
of costumes arriving in time for 
the opening and weekend, it’s 
satisfactory entertainment, but still 
does not contain the top draw ele- 
ments that a huge layout such as 
Copa City needs to fill tor profits. 

Sam Levenson is still a top spin- 
ner of basic humor angled on 
family upbringing around Brook- 
lyn. He hasn't brought any new 
material since his appearance at 
Kitty Davis’ here two seasons ago, 
and his type of monolog is under 
handicap in the wide spaces of 
the room. Withal, he builds yocks 
with his delineation of the modern 
mothers vs. the old-fashioned types 
in bringing up the children. Tops 
his weavings with his standard 
“wedding of the son” for satisfac- 
tory returns. 

Eddie Fisher is a likeable voung- 
ster. His stint accents a simple 
quality to build top aud reaction. 
Smart blending evidenced in 
sock topper, ‘““Wanderin’” to bring 
first encore. An _ original, “The 
Newsboy.”” makes for a_ solid 
finish, 

Copsey and Avres, now a trio 
{two femmes), essay expertly de- 
signed Indo-Javanese head and arm 
movements in their terp routine. 
They divide two routines through 
the show, but impact, though good. 
might spark wham returns if con- 
taining more flash. As constiuted, 
it’s interesting, but the vital finish 
doesn’t seem to be there. 

Almost stealing the show is the 
Stan Kramer puppet act. Working 
with his parents behind the scenes. 
he wraps up a fine act. Standout 


IS 


is the drunken tramp and Bill 
Robinson _ stair-dance imaginings. 


Handling of the figures is top grade 
and the musical backgrounding on 
records heightens effect. For a 
closer, trio joins for open manipu- 


lation of the puppets. 


and every vantage point. Complete | 


command of her media extolls “Re- 
joice,” and “Virginia”—an amusing 


seerney below the Mason-Dixon 
ine. 
Highlight is “Madeleine D’- 


Esprit,” a fantasy. based on a most 
ingenious courtesan coming face to 
|face with lost lovers Albert, 
|Gregory, and Andre. This sells all 


the way, wjoning, big .yocks | and 


Line, based on the single num. | 
\ber they do, should add much to) 
show values once they're working | 


ideas. ' 


throughout on production 
They're handsome, and handle 
dance assignments in capable man- 


the backgroundings. Don Ostro and 
his rumberos fill in. Lary. 


Emerald Rm... Housten 


\*About You and Me” contains (SHAMROCK HOTEL) 
frothy counterpoint, while _ final Houston, Dec. 20. 
patter song “Rubyacco from) Julie Wilson, Wiere Bros. with 
Morocco” is a_spellbinder filled) Mildred Seymour, Nick Stuari’s 


Orch; $3.50 minimum. 





Juile Wilson in her well-filled 
gown has something new to give 
Texas’ fanciest hotel nitery, even 
|in face of. competition from the 
| long line of femme stars who have 
| preceded her in the past 17 
'months. She has a unique sultry 
| style, which accounts for as much 
of her appeal as her throaty voice, 
particularly when she socks over 
with “Pretty Baby,” “Can't Help 
Lovin’ That Man” and other stand- 
ards. Audience cools a shade with 
material such as “I Want a Little 
Boy” and “Most Gentlemen Don’t 
Like Love.” 

Miss Wilson gets neat returns 
when she ropes a ringsidef as her 
“Pretty Baby” stooge, although the 
idea has become almost standard 
Shamrockside of recent months. 

The Wiere Bros. trio click well 
when they’re clowning with their 
violins, using and misusing Bach 
and Debussy, and in a precision 
dance and_ slick slapstick with 
derby hats. Some of their patter 
falters, and some of. it, done dead- 
pan and relying on malapropisms, 
is giggle-worthy. The banter with 





pianist Mildred Seymour could 
well be left unsaid. 

Acts close New Year's Eve, when 
| they share billing with Sophie 
Tucker on her eight-day engage- 
ment opener. Nick Stuart’s band 
and floorshow plays Christmas- 
New Year's week. Fraz. 


ve . ‘ 
Vine Gardens. Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 24. 
Myron Cohen, Carter Sisters (2), 


Minda Lang, Susan King, Mel Cole 


Orch (5); minimum $2.50; cover 
50c. 
Vine Gardens has whipped up 


(Continued on page 39) 
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soft tenor of the holiday business | 
to the fact that Christmas shopping | 


was especially heavy this year. 
They claim that many anticipate 
shortages and have been buying 
up to insure future needs in_ap-| 
pliances, television sets, ete. This, | 
they say, accounts partially for the | 
drop. Once this buying is out of | 
the way, it’s expected that cafe | 
takes will bounce back. Pickup is | 
expected to come in the middle of | 
January, and by that time, they 
hope that wartime money will as- 
sert itself. | 





Blue Laws Snafu Pitt’s 


New Year’s Eve Revelry | 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 26. 

Pittsburgh niteries have decided 
to forget all about New Year’s Eve 
this year. Celebration falls on a 
Sunday and Pennsylvania still has 
its Blue Laws and no booze sales | 
on Sabbaths, so there’s simply no! 
way to surmount either or both of 
them. 

Cafes for a while thought they 
had the problem licked and an- 
nounced that they would be open 
for business that night, but that 
customers would have to bring | 
their own liquor and pay a corkage 
eharge. Show, the 
said, would go on after midnight. | 
City authorities were believed to 
have given them the green signal 
to dance that one Sunday only. 

Then the State Liquor Control | 
Board stepped in and had its legal 
counsel check an. re-check. What 
the barristers found in the statute 
books was something nobody had 
counted on — an old ordinance, | 
passed in 1855, that no booze dis- 
pensary could permit any patron 
to consume on its premises what 
it was not itself permitted to sell. 
The fine is $50, which ali of the 
boys would gladly have paid to 


(BILL FALBO 
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Held Over 3rd Week 
Club Hollywood 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
Direction: SID HARRIS 
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Mutual Entertainment Agency, Inc. 
203 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago 1, Ill. 
RAndolph 46-6990 


Bobby Whaling 
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New Year’s Eve 


Continued from page 1 


| identical 


get in the heavy New Year’s Eve 


sugar, but there was also a jail 
sentence of from 10 to 60 days, 
and that was mandatory. 

That immediately put a crimp in 
everything, and so boys got togeth- 
er and announced in newspaper ads 
that as far as they were concerned, 
New Year’s Eve would be celebrat- 
ed 24 hours earlier, on Saturday 
(30). There would be the usual 
noisemakers and favors, and no 
added cover charge. 


Most Chi Hotels, Niteries 
Hold Down Holiday Tabs 


Chicago, Dee. 26. 
Most top Chi niteries and hotel 
spots are holding last year's line 
on New Year's eve tabs. Only ex- 





| ception to date is the Marine Room 


of the Edgewater Beach hotel 
which will charge $13 per per- 
son, plus tax, 50e over last year. 
Pump Room at the Ambassador 
East will ask $15 tariff, with sister 


| room, the Buttery, settling for a 


mere $10.50. Both spots are using 
regular year-in entertainment. 
Minimum levy at the Boulevard 
Room, at the Stevens, and Empire 
Room, at the Palmer House, is 
$15.25 with last year, 


| with the latter bringing in Connie 


Haines and Sharkey Bonano band. 


'Chez Paree is also asking $15.25 


for Moore and Lessy and Paut 


| Gray. This is the same levy as last 


year. New Porterhouse Room at 


ithe Sherman is setting rates also 


at $15.25. 





Coast Bistros Boost 
Eve Prices 20‘ 
Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

Like everything else nowadays, 
the cost of celebrating New Year’s 
Eve in the style to which Holly- 
woodites have become accustomed 
will be about 20° more this year 
than last. Only the Cocoanut Grove 
among the top four nite spots in 
town is tabbed at the same price 
posted for the previous New Year's 
Eve. 

Grove is repeating its package 
offer, $31.80 per person for dinner, 
favors, breakfast and all the cus- 
tomer can drink—except for cham- 
pagne. Biltmore Bowl has boosted 
its tariff from last year’s $15 to 
$18.25 for dinner and favors. Out 
on Sunset Strip, Ciro’s will charge 
$15 for dinner and breakfast while 
Mocambo will get $15 and $20 for 
the same setup. Last year, each 


, spot had a flat $12.50 deal. 


Advance reservations indicate a 
profitable, although not necessarily 
a record, New Year's Eve. Cocoa- 
nut Grove, which has limited ad- 
mission to about 750, already has 
more than 500 paid reservations. 
Other spots have similar percent- 
age figures to report. 





Dallas Holding the Line 
Dallas, Dec. 26. 

Most of the local nite spots will 
adhere to the same prices for New 
Years Eve that has prevailed for 
the past vear or so. Prices range 
from $2 to $15 per person, tax in- 
cluded. The latter is the price iat 
the Cipango Club, private mem- 
bership spot, which includes dinner, 


, gifts tor the ladies and favors. 


Mural Room of the Baker hotel 


| and Century Room of the Adolphus 


hotel have set the price at $12 a 


_person, which includes dinner, fa- 
'vors and noise 


makers. Colony 


Club and Showland have set the 


tab at $5, with the latter charging 


$3.60 for tables back of the fifth 
row. Louanns is charging $5 per 


couple for the younger crowd. At 


Bob Wills Ranch House it will be 
$2.50 plus tax and Theatre Lounge 


$2. Most of the spots are including 


tax in the charge. This also in- 
cludes dinner and favors and 
| noisemakers. 





TV May Force Exit 
Of A. C. Concert Series 


Atlantic City, Dee. 26. 
Teievision may force the Jewish 
Community Center to discontinue 
its annual All-Star Music series. 
Louis M. Mallin, chairman of the 
series, which — brings national 
artists and lecturers here each 


‘winter, said (20) that concerts held 
_thils winter have been poorly at- 


tended and the series book sales 
were off. , ' 

“Inroads made by television are 
such that it has caused us to lower 
the price of our concert series. If 
we cannot pull out of the financial 
hole we now find ourselves in there 
will be no concert series next 
year,”: Malin stated- ; 


waenoeoree 


Ice Review 


Hollywood Iee Revue 


Chicago. Dec. 23. 
Sonja Henie presents “Hollywood 
Ice Revue” starring herself and 


featuring Freddy Trenkler, Michael | an expensive Yule package with ‘to 





| 


| Wine Gardens. Chi 


Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 38 





—— 


ting applause for some frantic work 
“Rhapsody in Blue.” They en- 


Kirby, John Walsh. Skiopy Baxter, | headliner Myron Cohen and four ¢ore with a. short bit depicting 


Three Bruises (Geoffe Stevens, 
Sid Spaulding. Monty Stott). with 
‘company of 65 in two acts and 
eight scenes. Singers: Ken 
‘ens, Rita Stevens, and Audrey 


Caleb. Arthur M. Wirtz. executive | 
‘producer: William H. Burke. pro- | 


duction director: choreography and 
staging by Catherine Littlefield: 


costumes bu Billy Livinaston. Mme } 


Karinska, Mme Berthe. Brooks, and 
Edith Lutuvens: settings. 
Studios. Musical orranaements, 
Paul Van Loan, with orchestra 
under, the direction of Jack 
Pfeiffer. At Chicrro Stadium, 
Chicago, Dec. 23 at $4 top. 





This 12th edition of the 
Henie-Arthur Wirtz ice 
'ganzas shapes up as the best of-the 
iseries. Understandably. Miss Henie 
bears the brunt of most of the in- 
{dividual blade chores, but. for 
once, there’s more of a balance in 
other departments with more com- 


Sonia 


edy added, breaking up the elab- | 


orate line presentations. Most of 


the recruits were formerly with the | 


Center theatre. N. Y., ice show. 
With the exception of her hula 
number, Miss Henie has presented 


an entirely new package. perhaps | 


‘the most colorful and most beau- 


\tifullvy costumed of the series. 
Lighting is impressive with 
fluorescent costumes betng  fea- 


tured in two of the numbers. Two 
acts are. broken up into eight 
scenes with the featured acts in 
between the productions. Norwe- 
'gian blonde is svotlivhted in six of 
jthe routines and while she works 
iwith partners, Michael Kirby and 
‘newcomer John Walsh, it’s solo 
work as far 7s the andience is con- 
cerned. Still piece de resistance is 
the famous. hula _ hip-and-hand 
dance. which brings out the whist- 
ling and stomping contingent. She’s 
vivacious as the “It Girl’ of the 
"29s in which she swings a mean 
Charleston and also in a Mexican 
Hat Dance. In her other three turns 
she sticks closely to the classical 
school of blade work giving out 
with some fancy jumps and twirls 
and a toe snvin. 

Skippy Baxter. one of the new 

additions, is the first to take over 
the floor and socks over some fine 
sneedwork garbed es cowboy. Af- 
ter a series of running jumns and 
flios he gets a tremendous hand for 
exit running back flin while firing 
two revolvers. Instead of one of 
the more elaborate’ productions. 
more of Baxter would be additional 
sock fare. Also another welcome 
addition is the Three’ Brvises 
(Geoffe Stevens. Sid Spaulding. 
and Monty Stott) whose classic 
charwomen mayhem routine has 
‘the erowd in hysterics as they 
battle each other with mops and 
buckets, and then suddenly break- 
ing off to return to moments of 
mtronly charm. 

Freddy Trenkler. however. re- 
mains as the chief laughgetter, 
being featured in three situations. 
‘First as a little mouse trying to 
‘ingratiate himself in a cat family. 
a beautiful piece of whimsy. and 
then in his usual tattered garb as 
he breaks up a Navy Wave drill 
team. Near the end of the second 
act he returns to interject himself 
in a hockev game knocking down 
the burly plavers and referee. buss- 
ing the femme customers in the 
stands. and generally creating a 
small riot. but still portraying a 
mischevious lad. Johnny Farris as 
his stooge in two numbers does a 
fine straight job. 

' Most beautiful of the chorus 
numbers is Darmbesque, second act 
opener, with the fine formations 
and pairing of regular ice show 
tradition. However, a flashback to 
the ‘20s with the various dance 
crazes of the era has a swell audi- 
ence response and parade number 
with varietv of drills and high step- 
ping is a flashy and timely bit. Of 
course repeat of Hawaiian number 
registers just as strong as in pre- 
vious vears. Other formations. 
while strikingly garbed, are a 
bit overlone and draggy: 

Michael Kirby and John Walsh 
h:ndsome partners to Miss Henie, 
do well in their assisting roles. In 
the singing division. Ken and Rita 
Stevens. and Audrey Caleb do an 
admirable iob filling this huge au- 
ditorium with fine vocaling of pop 
tunes. Zabe. 





Paris Presentation Houses Win 
Paris, Dec. 19. 
, The Conseil d’Etat, the top ad- 
ministrative French court, has 
handed down a decision which 
gives exhibitors having stage pre- 
-sentations a real break. 


Recently, the city council reduced | 
‘the taxes of vaude shows. Picture’ 


exhibs claimed this also should ap- 
ply to productions shown on their 
‘stages and won their point. 


Stev- | 


Becker | 


extrava- | 


acts instead of the traditional 


| three, 
pay off, however, since only Cohen 

and the Carter Sisters give the 
' show a lift. 


| 
{ 
| Cohen registers with his racon- 
teuring, most of which revolves 
around his former garment-selling 
'days. It’s the same routine the 
comic has dispensed around here 
for some time, but his expressive 
face and Yiddish dialect are still 
effective. What might become tire- 
some is the comedian’s apologetic 
manner and over-sincerity, which 
breaks down a lot of his appeal. 
Carter Sisters score solidly with 
their dueting. They’re a cute sister 
act with adequate pipes and little 
polish, but they make up for that 
with hard work and lots of energy. 
| Sisters mix in some hoofing for 
| good results. 


Minda Lane, a whistling turn, 
| Stays on far too long. She whistles 
about nine tunes, doing an okay 
job on “Sabre Dance,” and “Hun- 
garian Czardas.” Rest of numbers 
are merely ear-shattering. Tapster 
Susan King is a slow opener. She’s 
poorly garbed and her terps are 
below standard. 

Mel Cole band plays for the 
dancers and backs show capably. 

Mel. 


Chez Paree. Chi 


Chicago, Dec. 23. 
| Moore & Lessy, Paul Gray, 
Elysa Jayne, Son & Sonny, Rich 


France & Lucielle Bartos, Manuello 
Band (4), Cee Davidson orch (10); 
minimum $3.50; cover $1. 





{ While this ace supper club is 
trying to get name talent for later 
shows, it is presenting well bal- 
anced revues using some of the 
lesser stars. The only complaint 
with the present display is length, 
not the individual acts. but the 
total amount—with all taking some 
trimming show would run much 
smoother. 

Son and Sonny start things off 
in a flurry with thin member of 
the duo knocking out some staunch 
toe tap work. Other guy does run- 
ning flips and splits with pair get- 


The overloading doesn’t! 


penguin waddle. 


Paul Gray is different than the 
‘usual run of brash young comics 
building up his quickies and then 
paying off with an unexpected 
twist. He plays around words and 
diction, but never gets over the 
bistro crowd head. His two-line 
parodies on soags are pungent and 
he really gets yvocks when _ he 
‘imitates the Ink Spots in “If I 
Didn’t Care,” taking all parts -per- 
fectly. 

Elysa Jayne, vivacious acro 
dancer, does some seemingly end- 
less cartwheels and flips. Dancer 
gets heavy applause with her imita- 
tion of Bette Davis. 

Moore and Lessy revive th song 
and dance era of the early 1900’s 
with a modern touch. Svelte blonde 
heckles balding partner, teeing off 
with a fine medley of old tunes. 
Takeoffts of Ink Spot and Andrew 
Sisters are funny, but Gallagher and 
Shean is a more tighter tune. Take- 
off on “Slow Boat to China” segues 
into “South Pacific’ kidding ses- 
sion. Lessy dons big sombrero and 
regales the seatholders with tale 
of western picture making. 

Rich France and Lucielle Bartos 
are especially impressive in winter 
scene ballet with backing of line. 
Cee Davidson backs the revue in 
good fashion with Manuello taking 
over the rhumba chores. Zabe. 


| 





Hillbilly Turns Nitery Op 
Dallas, Dec. 26. 

Hillbilly entertainer, Al Dexter, 
has opened a local dine and dance 
spot. 

It will be known as Al Dexter's 
Barn where Dexter and entertain- 
ers will work every Friday and 
Saturday nights. 








Wally Overman 
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“Flora Duane's Gambols of 1951 is just about the most perfect enter- 


“Bal Tabarin's Thursday opening, presented one of the gayest attrac- 
tions in its leng history of entertaining cand colorful revues — Fiora 
Duane's Gambols of 1951 offers everything a show case can have." 


—Gene de Forest, S. F. Call Bulletin. 


big crowd on the edge of their seats 
list." 


—Ivan Paul, S. F. Examiner. 
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found, an injunction against Mc- 
Caffrey will be sought. 

Meantime, Burstyn, the theatre, 
McCaffrey and Mayor Impellitteri 
were being hit by a barrage of let- 
ters of protest against the License 
Commissioner’s nix. The American 
Civil Liberties Union reportedly 
was planning a direct appeal to 
the mayor. 

Backing From the Vatican 


It was pointed out that Rossellini, | 


Magnani and the film’s financial 
backers are all. Catholics. Likewise, 
that RosseLéni stands in well with 
the Vatican. He recently completed 
a film on St. Francis Assissi with 
the Church's blessing and is under- 
stood to have correspondence from 
the Vatican indicating its approval 
of “The Miracle.” 

McCaffrey stated he had received 
no squawks about the film, but as- 
serted in a letter to Mrs. Lillian 
Gerard, managing director of the 
house: “Officially, as a representa- 
tive of the city government, I felt 
there were hundreds of thousands 
of citizens whose religious beliefs 
were assailed by the picture.” 

Indicative that McCaffrey’s ac- 
tion was in line, at least, with opin- 
ion of the Church in New York, 
was the disclosure that the Legion 
of Decency had put “Ways of Love” 
on its “C” (condemned) list. Not 
mentioning “The Miracle” specific- 
ally of the three short features that 
make up the “Ways of Love” pro- 
gram, Legion said pic presented “a 
sacrilegious and blasphemous 
mockery of Christian: and religious 
truth” and condoned “‘illicit ac- 
tions.” 

Another hint of Catholic opinion 
Was in an unusual action by Bob 
Cass, reviewer for WFUV-FM, the 
Fordham University station in New 
York. Fordham is a Catholic school. 
Cass saw the picture at a screen- | 
ing, and then, breaking a normally- 
observed rule that a pic is not re- 
viewed until after it has opened, 
four days before the preem lam- 
basted all three of the items which | 
make up “Ways of Love,” of which | 
“The Miracle” is one part. 

While critical opinion on the 
Rossellini portion varied consider- 
ably. most of the reviewers found 
the two French vignettes that go 
with it highly entertaining. They 
are Marcel Pagnol’s “Jofroi” and 
Jean Renoir’s “A Day In the Coun- 
try.” 

Cass, however, was exceptionally | 
vitriolic on all three, suggesting | 
they were tired, old pix and that | 
the theatre was cheating people in 
taking their money to see them. | 
Criticism, however, was entirely on 
aesthetic grounds, not religious. 

Theatre itself received not a sin- | 
gie beef in the 10 days before | 
“Miracle” was pulled. An Irish | 
pic, “Riders to the Sea,” starring | 
Sara Allgood and the Abbey Play- | 
ers, was substituted. The two short 
French features which had been 
melded by Burstyn with “The | 
Miracle” into a sort of lingual 
“Quartet” or “Trio” were con- 
tinued. 

Burstyn owns “Riders to the 
Sea,”’ and sent it to the house as 
an emergency filler when the Mc- | 
Caffrey threat was received Friday | 
(22). Dr. Hugh C. Flick, chief of | 
the New York State board of cen- | 
sors, stayed at his office late Friday | 
in order to look at “Riders” and 
give it a seal so that it could play 
the Paris. It hadn’t yet been offi- 
cially submitted to the board. 
House was doing exceptionally 
strong biz with “Ways of Love,” 
and expectation was that it would | 
clean up over the holidays. 

Although, the Paris continued to 
do good biz over the weekend, 


“Riders” was pulled Monday (25) | 


night and a cartoon short, “Broth- 
erhood of Man,” inserted. Mrs. 
Gerard said public indication was 
it didn’t want a feature substitute 
for “Miracle.” 

Burstyn and Mrs. Gerard made 
no announcement of the ban, hop- 
ing to straighten it out. New York 
Times got wind of it when one of 
its editors, in the house to see the 
pic, heard an announcement from 
the stage of the substitute bill. 

In a phone call from the Dept. of 
Licenses and later in two letters. 
the Paris was threatened with loss 
of its license if it played “The 
Miracle.” It was deleted for two 
shows Friday, and then put back 
in the evening when Burstyn noti- 
fied the house that it was breaking 
its contract with him by not play- 
ing the pic. 

McCaffrey, although he couldn’t 
be reached by phone by Mrs. 
erard, apparently knew, the pic 


Support in ‘Miracle’ Ban 


Continued from page 4 Gees | Dasic design of location transporta- 


| ‘The Miracle.’ 


| committee. 


/and Dalton 
|Biberman and Edward Dmytryk homes, on payment of a fee, the 


| direct and indirect benefits for the 
industry. On the direct line there 


stripable adhesive for wallpapers, 
large and small wind machines, 





tion equipment, recommendations 
on heat filters for process project- 
ors, special motors for camera 
cranes and cameras, plastics, and 
improved process screens. 

The indirect contributions in- 
clude recommendation for adoption 
of safety base film; analysis of 
possibility of large-scale film pres- 
ervation by changing’ existing 
standards; analysis of economies of 
magnetic film recording; and in- 
vestigations of new equipment and 
ideas that might be applicable to 
more economic production. 

One of the most important proj- 
ects of the Council is research on 
set lighting, and optical and me- 
chanical problems in the camera 
and the speed of photographic 
emulsions. Set lighting consumes a 
large portion of shooting schedules, 

'and the aim is to reduce this loss 
on production through 
better and more portable equip- 


received another letter Saturday 
| morning. It said: “I now take the 
| occasion to inform you that this 
letter is being delivered by a li- 
_censed inspector who is authorized 
| by me to inform you that your li- 
cense has been suspended and that 
the suspension is immediately in 
effect upon any further showing of 


| went back into the show, since she 


“While not required to do so, I 
shall not take any further step of 
revocation of the license (if events 
should indicate the necessity there- 
of) without a hearing.” 

McCaffrey also sent a letter to 
Burstyn asking him to “eliminate” 
the film from bookings in New 
York. He said he’d take immediate 
action against any house that 
played it. 


Red Stigma 


Continued from page 1 jee 











light sources. Excellent progress 




















both MPRC 
companies. 


and the individual 


stand under oath before the full 








Rep. Francis E. Walter (D., Pa.), 
a leading member of the commit- 
te, later said that Robinson ‘‘defi- 
nitely gave me the imression he 





Phonevision 


are items such as the camera crane, | 


securing | 
ment with greater efficiency in the | 


along the line is being made by | 











was neither a Communist nor a 
fellow traveller. 


“This Robinson hearing was a 
good thing. The time has arrived 
when we should find out what in- 
fiuences have been at work in' 
Hollywood, who is responsible for 
the charges of Communism, and 
whois and is not a Red. I think we 
should offer anyone who has ever 
been accused an opportunity to 
come before us and clear his repu- 
tation. I favor a full and complete 
investigation.” 

In the event the probe should 
reopen, according to Walter, hear- 
ings would probably be held both 





am Continued from page 3 


Thus, each family will 
see each feature and 
a choice of three different falms on 
any single day. 

4 Majors Nix Product 


At least four companies to date 
have turned down Zenith’s request 
to lease product for Phonevision. 


Universal and Columbia. Consen- 
sus among the prexies of these com- 
panies is that they have too much 
at stake in the business they do 
with exhibitors to risk via coopera- 
, aati ition with Zenith. Twentieth prez 
on the Coast and in Washington. . |Spyros P. Skouras, in addition, has 
Petition Asks Release |emphasized that the only possible 
— »|tie he sees between films and TV 
Of 8 of ‘H’wood 10” i; through the medium of big- 
Petition signed by 17 prominent — pene in anny ana 
ee : , n revealing plans for the test, 
figures, calling for parole of the McDonald stressed that it repre- 
eight members of the “Hollywood 


- 2 ig ; sents only a test, authorized by the 
10” still in Federal prison, was pre- | Federal Communications Commis- 
sented to the U. S. Parole Board sion to determine whether Phone- 
last week. vision “is in the public interest and 
Signers of the petition, which whether it shall in the future be 


Wright, Prof. Ralph Barton Perry, perimental transmitter, adding that 
Prof. Kirtley Mather, Mark Van the telecasts will not interfere with 
Doren, Rev. John Howland Lathrop, any standard TV broadcasts on 
Dr. Robert Morss Lovett, Dr. Allen Chi’s four assigned channels. 
Butler, Prof. Talbot Hamlin, Dr.| McDonald said that Zenith “does 
Michael Heidelberger, Dr. Edward not propose Phonevision as a sub- 
L. Young, Uta Hagen, Albert’ stitute for any of the established 
Hackett and Frances Goodrich or potential uses of regular TV 
Hackett. broadcasting, radio, motion pictures 
Petition was on behalf of Alvah or other extant communications 
Bessie, Lester Cole, Ring Lardner, and art forms.” Zenith, he said, 
Jr., John Howard Lawson, Albert envisages the device as a “new and 
Maltz, Samuel Ornitz, Adrian Scott distinct service,” through which 
Trumbo. Herbert | families will be able to see in their 


or education for 
which they have heretofore paid 


have already completed their min- entertainment 
imum sentences and have been re- 
leased for good behavior. 


Prisoners are serving one-year 


sentences for contempt of Con- 
gress. 


tion the possible effect of Phone- 
|vision on the nation’s film thea- 
| tres. 

“This first test of the practical 











begin solely with the exploration 
of the public interest in, and po- 


Research Council 


Continued from page 2 








|ice, as reflected by the reaction of 
'the 300 typical Chicago families 
|who will participate in the test. 
| This experiment will simply tell us 


facturers and suppliers of equip- 
ment which might be valuable to 
film production. Instead of a com- 
pany having to contact each studio 
individually with a new product, 
the latter can be brought directly 
into the Council. Latter tests and 
reports to its member companies 


the $1 fee for the opportunity of 


after they have paid the fee they 


without recommendations; andj : 
MPRC investigators have come up ll par Ei B were ag A 
with utilization not even considered worth.” ve r 


by the manufacturer. 


Another service is centralized f 
contact for inventors who figure 
they have items of value for film 


production. Studios funnel the in- | Virginia Kellogg 


ventors to MPRC, which thoroughly Continued from page 4 


investigates, and conducts tests if | jic¢eewoman USA” (a sort of femme 
feasible. Studios are all advised of | FBI), Her films, such as “T-Men,” 




















the invention and details, without “)ary Stevens, M.D.” and “White | 


recommendations, Heat,” have projected her into the 

Research and development covers penal research and reform phase, 
a wide variety of fields. An im-| which, coupled with the Hollywood 
| proved type of equipment might screen as an interpretative force, 
be started by a studio, and then | have given the scripter important 
‘turned over the Council to bring acceptance among prison institu- 


to a conclusion through widespread tions and penologists. In turn, she , 


cooperation of the member com- has lectured at the University of 
panies. ye Colorado, etc., always with a pro- 
.. MPRC activities are devoted to Hollywood perspective. 


have a/| 
chance on three different days to | 
vill also have | 


These include Republic, 20th-Fox, | 


|follows a regular legal appeal, | authorized as a new type of serv- 
were Dr. Harlow Shapley, Dr. ice.” He explained chat the pro- 
Linus Pauling, Thomas Mann, grams are to be transmitted on | 
Carey McWilliams, Frank Lloyd Channel 2 in Chi from Zenith’s ex- 


an admission charge or tuition fee. | 
Again, however, he did not men- | 


uses of Phonevision,” he said, ‘will | 


'tential patronage of, such a serv-| 


how often such families will pay | 


receiving premium entertainment | M Durso 
in their homes, and whether or not | Wxnters 


Lota 
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merals In connection with bills 
en whether full 





Letter in parentheses Indicates circuit (FM) Fanchon Marco; (1) independent; 
(L) Loews Mw Moss: (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoll: (W) Warner) 


below indicate opening day of show 
or split week 








(WR) Walter Reade 
W YORK CITY | Florian Zabach Penthouse Jane Morgan 
Mee apitol (L) 25 CHICAGO Paul Taubman Milt Shaw Ore 
Shep Fields Orc Chicago (P) § Hotel Ambassador | Horace Diaz Ore 


Red Skelton 
Ryan & McDonald 
Lane Bros 
Oriental (i) 28 
Ames Bros 
Martells & 
Rolly Rolls 
Sherman Hayes Orc 
Mi 


Ink Spots 
Marilyn Maxwell 
Clifford Guest 
Maribeth Old 
Music Hall (1) 28 
Martha King 
Bettina Rosay 
Roy Raymond 
Leonard Sues 
Kanazawa 3 
Sharkey 


Mignon 


Olympia (P) 3 
Cycleonians 


Rockettes Bobby Sargent 
Corps de Ballet Hugh Herbert 
Sym Orc Colstons 
Palace (R) 28 ROCKFORD 
Bobby “Tables” Palace (1) 29-31 
Davis Edward Sis 
Shyrettos Harris & Shaw 
Willie West & 2 Holidays 
McGinty 3 Paiges 
(five to fill) Plutocrats 
Paramount (P) 27 one wr ite 
Louis Prima Ore A *1 
Keely Smith Red Skelton. 
Ryan & McDonald 


Shirley Van , 
Jan Murray Kitty Kallen 


Lane Bros 


Roxy (I) 29 
r WASHINGTONW 
_— & Waldo Capitol (L) 27-29 
sautiers 
: Paul Remos & 
Steeplechase Toy Boys 
Joan Hyldof Dunhills 


Romayne & Brent 

Gertrude Ribla 
Strand (W) 29 ; 

Martin & Florenz Martin Bros 

Raye & Naldi Cy Reeves 

Jackie Miles Carlton Carpenter 

Don Cornell Bobby Reynolds 


BRITAIN 


BIRMINGHAM 


Hippodrome (M) 25 
| Mills & BeHta 

Bill Johnson 

Lowe & Ladd 
Betty Driver 

3 Orfertis 

Bernard Miles 
Herschel Henlere 


Georgia Gibbs 
Alan annoy 
3 





' 


| Merry Macs 
Mackenzie Reid & 

Dorothy 
Jackley & Jee 
Agnette & Svivio 

HACKNEY 

Empire (S) 25 
Steve Conway 
Max Bacon 


, + Jack Daly 

Yale & Diane Silver & Day 
BLACKPOOL Kodell 

_ Palace (I) 25 Henri Vadden Co 

Jimmy James Co Vernon Sis 

Johnny Denis Fred Lovelle 
Ranchers NOTTINGHAM 

Roger Carne Empire (M) 25 

Marriott & 3 Robertis 
Wenman Mischa Auer 

Annell & Brask Evy & Everto 

Elizabeth & Collins . 


Song Pedlars 

Jay Palmer & 
Doreen 

Morris Cowley 

Charlie Clapham 

Johnny Lawson 3 


Jack Muldoon 4 
Adrian & Spero 
GLASGOW 

Empire (M) 25 
Jack Radcliffe 





AUSTRALIA 


MELBOURNE =| Cog 
His Majesty’s (1) 25 | Horrie Dargie 
Armand Perren James Cardwell 


j Romanoft 3 
| Marion Davies NOM 
Elimar Les Ritchie 


Devine & Kin Ronnie Shand 

| Gerda Bornsta SYDNEY 

Chribi 

Marika Saary Tivoli (1) 25 

| Phillip Tappin Guus Brox & Myrna 

| Wim De Jong M & H Nesbitt 
Wally Boag 


Jacques Cartaux ; 
Babs Mackinnon 


Jimmy Elder , nnon 
Joe Whitehouse Marquis & Family 





| Alice Bronimann Detroy 

| Cissy Trenholm Ileana Sazova 
Tivoli (1) 25 Rob Murray 

| John Calvert Eugere’s Flying 

| Ann Cornell Baliet 

Maurice Colleano Celebrity 8 





Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 








—— 


Birmanae Bracha ; 
Ella Fitzgerald Hillel & Aviva 
Bud Johnson GI Chico 
| Bud Powell 3 Rosita Rios 


Billy Taylor 4 
Blue Angel 
Connie Sawyer 
Bill Hayes 
Wally Cox 
Stuart Ross 
| Harold Cooke 
Barbara Cook 
Eadie & Rack 
Chittison 3 
Bon Solr 
Jimmie Daniels 
Mae Barnes 
Ghostley & Wood 
| Norene Tate 
| Garland Wilson 
Ellis Larkin 3 
Cafe Society 
| Josh White 
Beatrice Howell 
Leonard Conner 
Cliff Jackson 
| J Windhurst Ore 
Copacapane 
Henny Youngman 
Luba Malina 
M Durso Ore 


Los Gitanos 
Pilarin Tavira 
Sarita Herrera 
D’Alonso Orc 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Louise R Harris 
Peggy O'Neil 
Rusha Holden 
Myron Bell 
Jimmy Dale 
La Commedia 
Jo Hurt 
La Martinique 
Herkie Styles 
Mary Hatcher 
Johnny Conrad 
Rosette Shaw 
Ralph Font Ore 
Val Olman Orc 
Latin Quarter 
Wences 
Sarah Ann McCabe 
Christiani Troupe 
Mila Raymon 
Vikings 
Nirska 
Genia Mel 
Wilson Morrelli 
Calvin Holt 
Ralph Young 
Art Waner Ore 
Le Ruwan Biev 
Bibi Osterwald 
Hugh Shannon 
3 Riffs 
Ronnie Graham 
Norman Paris 3 
Julius Monk 
Little Ctub 
Ernie Warren Ore 
No 1 Fifth ave 
Louise Howard 
Erik Rhodes 
Downey & Fonville 


Angeline 
| Skylarks 
| Jean Caples 
| Chuck Brunner 
| Betty Harris 
| Mickey Devine 
F. Alvares Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Ross & LaPierre 
Rudy Cardenas 
W. C. Handy 
Billy Banks 
Gloria LeRoy 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Chic Morrison Ore 
Rigoletto Bros 
Jack Spoons 


Frank Evans raze] Webster 
Tommy King Old Knick 
Harry Meehan Gene Courtney 
Billy Cennie Anderson 


Sid Marion 

Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Jackie Winston 
Buster Burnell 
Alverda 
Mary Mon Toy 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Orc 

Park Ave 

Gloria Elwood 
Scotty Graham* 
Charlie Stewart | 


Harry Armstron 
Havana-Madri 
Baer & Rosenbloom | 
Lily Ann Carol 
Roy Kirk 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Jerry Cooper 
Vierra Monkeys 
Iceland 
| Alfred & Lenore 
| Jack Palmer Ore 
Habibi 





Jules Lande Orc 
Hotel Biltmore 
Harold Nagej Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Ore 
| Hotel New Yorker 
Ray Robbins Orc 


Hotel Shelbourne 
Aaron Payne 
Joan Kibrig 
Ray Ramirez 
Spotlighters 
Hotel Statier 
Frank Carle Ore 


Carol Lynne Hotel Taft 

| Farrar & Carter Vincent Lopez Ore 

| Sid Krofft Versailtes 

Johnny Kirby Florence Desmond 
Hotel Pierre Teresa Brewer 

DeMarcos Emile Petti Ore 


Robert Maxwell 

| Stanley Melba Orc 

Manuel Jiminez Ore 
Hotel 


Panchito Orc 
Village Barn 
Bourbon & Bayne 

Tex Fletcher 


Park Sheraton Jane Abel 
Irving Fields 3 Peter Rubino 
Hotel Piaze Village Vanguard 
Kyle MacDonnell Richard Dyer 
Beatrice Kraft Bennett 


Nicholas Matthey 
Mark Monte 
| Dick La Salle Ore 


Clarence Williams 3 
Walidorf-Astorie 
Continentals 





Motel Roosevelt Fisher & Ross 
Guy Lombardo Ore | Emil Coleman 

Hotel Sf. Regis Mischa Borr Ore 

CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Johnny Alladin Ore 

Patsy Abbott H Edgewater Geach 
Norma Lee Doggett | Xavier Cugat Ore 
Joel Friend Abbe Lane 
Ray Hyson Dulcina 


Henry Brandon Orc 
Chez Pfaree 

Stan Grover 

Paul Gray 

Elissa Jane 

Moore & Lessy 

Richard France 

Chez Adorables 

Manuelitto Orc 

Cee Davidson Ore 
Paimer House 

Connie Haines 

Romanos 

Sharkey Bonamo Bd 

M Abbott Ders 

Eddie O’Neal Ore 

Helstngs 

Georgie Gobel 

Jayne Walton 

| Billy Chandler Ore 

| Hotel Bismarck 

| Norman Martin 


Tato & Julia 
Otto Garcia 
Hotel Stevens 
Skating Ryles 
Arnold Shoda 
Jerry Mapes 
Jack Raffloer 
+ Mac MacGraw 
Reed Williams 
Harper Flaherty 
Bob Fitzgerald 
Skating Blvdears 
Jo Barnum 
Jack Spoons 
Chordmen (4) 
Buddy Rust 
Bill Perry 
Leighton Noble Ore 
Vine Gardens 
Myron Cohen 
Carter Sis (2) 
Minda Lang 





| Trude Adams Susan King 
Lee Morgan Mel Cole Ore 
LOS ANGELES 
Ambassador Hotel , Anita Aros 
Eric Thorsen | Russ Morgan Ore 
DiGitanos (2) Ciro’s 


Dick Contino 

Dick Stabile Ore 
Mocambo 

Billy Daniels 

| Benny Payne 


Eddie Bergman Orc 

Geri Galian Ore 
Biltmore Hotel 

Sonny Howard L ; 

Hoctor & Byrd | Latin-Aires 

Vie and Adio |‘ Eddie Oliver Ore 


LAS VEGAS 


The Kings 

Harold Stern Ore 
Garwood Van Ore 
Last Frontier Hotel 
Phil Spitalny Ore 
Nick Stuart Ore 
Thunderbird Hotel 
Watson & Austein 
Busketeers 

Sid Krofft 

Gil Johnson 

Al Jahns Ore 


Desert inn 

Romo Vincent 
» Steffan Ders 
| Cole Debutantes 
| Mons. Choppy 
Carlton Hayes Ore 
El Rancho Vegas 
Kay Thompson 
Jimmy Nelson 
Henry Busse Orc 

Flamingo Hotel 
Toni Arden 


Cudia Setup 


Continued from page 2 




















run 2612 mintues and would tell a 
complete story while tying in with 
general theme. 

Cudia plans to scout his own 
talent and will offer free training 
in various media in exchange for 
work sessions. At 63 he’s accumus 
lated a rich store of experience in 
the major entertainment fields, 
running the gamut from actor, pro- 
ducer, and director in legit, films, 
musicals and TV. 

Cudia broke into films in 1903 
with the old Edison Co., Yonkers, 
N. Y., and took his first fling at 
stock in 1904 as a member of the 
|Tannhauser troupe in New Ro- 
chelle, N. Y. He became a legit pro- 
ducer in 1923, after years of tour- 
ing the hinterlands, and was an 
indie film producer in Hollywood 
prior to settling in Phoenix in 
1939. 








| Murray’s Cavalcade : 


———— 











Continued from page 1 


| Baked a Cake” record, and pro golf 
| champ Ben Hogan. 

In addition, Murray will present 
a posthumous tribute to five show 
biz personalities who died during 
the year. These include Al Jolson, 
Walter Huston, Frank Morgan, Bill 
“Bojangles” Robinson, and A. Rob- 
ins, latter the clown who appeared 
|in Murray’s “Blackouts” on the 
Coast last year and also on his TV 
show several times. Film clips 
showing these five in action will 
| be used, as well as live presenta- 
tion of their work by other actors. 

Murray plans to give each of his 
“man-of-the-year” selections a 
brief, dramatic introduction and 
then bring them on for a short 
spell. Otherwise, the program is to 
retain its’ usual revue-type format. 





| 
| 
} 
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Paramount, N. Y. 
Louis Prima Orch (14), with 
Keeley Smith, Jimmy Vincent, Jan 
Murray (2), Shirley Van; “Mr. 
Music” (Par) reviewed in VARIETY 
Aug. 30, ’50. 


The Paramount’s Christmas bill 
has a strong accent on comedy 
especially when Louis Prima takes 
over for the greater part of the 
show. Prima has long since elected 
to take himself out of the category 
of straight bands and work as an 
entertainment unit. It’s been pay- | 
ing off for a good number of years | 
inasmuch as he retains his popu-| 
larity on theatre tours and al- 
ways gives a good show. 

Prima has tremendous vitality, | 
he’s active during the greater por- | 
tion of this bill and his clowning | 
comes off well. The younger ele- 
ments in the theatre give him 
highly appreciative mitts. He comes 
back with a pair of numbers that 
have been standard in his reper- 
tory. His Indian tune and the par- | 
son number are still effective. The | 
house likes his informal mien, his 
ad-libs and clowning. 

Orchestrally, his band doesn’t do 
tov. much. The big number is ‘Dark 
Eyes” with Jimmy Vincent on 
drums. Lad _ knocks off some 
interesting passages. Other musi- 
cal contribution is from Keeley 
Smith, band vocalist, who delivers | 
a long medley which encompasses 
seasonal and pop tunes. She makes 
a fairly good impact. 

Jan Murray, a repeater at this 
house whose name value has in- 
creased by virtue of his CBS airer 
“Songs for Sale,” is a capable 
comic and usually hits top applause. 
At the last show on the opening | 
day (20) Murray’s departures from | 
script didn’t pay off too well at 








| 


his finale and consequently he ina pleasant manner. He's definite- 


weakened the impact. The baby bit, | 
which usually produces a series of | 
yocks, was marred by the unbilled | 
femme foil who broke up and dis- | 
sipated the sock. Audience was | 
mystified as to the reason, and | 
Murray had to labor to blank | 
stares. Rest of his turn is good and 
got the desired results. 

Tapster Shirley Van (New Acts) | 
provides a dash of speed in fore- | 
part of the bill. Jose. | 


Empire. Glasgow | 
Glasgow, Dec. 11. 

Bill Reid, Dorothy Squires, | 
Jimmy James Co., Mischa Auer, | 
Annell & Brask, 3 Adairs, Jack Mil- | 
roy, 3 Leroys, Roger Smith, Bill | 
Matthew Orch. | 
| 





This is a sound show for pre- 
Christmas week with a pleasing but 
not standout bill. 

Best turn is by Jimmy James, 
staging his standard drunk act in 
company with his support men, 
Bretton Woods and Hutton Con- 
yers. Their tophat turn also is 
good for laughs. | 

Mischa Auer, making his first ap- | 
pearance in Glasgow, scores mode | 
erately. He’s familiar here by rea- 
son of his film performances and 
his comedy style has few surprises. | 


A young Scottish comedian, Jack |has ,@ lightweight bill headed by 


Milroy, has so-so material. At 
show caught, best gag appeared to | 


in ery He plys the audience 
wit 


some of the more familiar 


classics but starts gathering ap- 


plause with his takeoff of a con- 
cert 88’er. His impression of a 
child prodigy and nearsighted key- 
boarder are funny a he fin- 
ishes strong with boogie-woogie 
session. Zabe. 


Strand, N. Y. ° 


..Martin & Florenz, Don Cornell, 
Mary Raye & Naldi, Jackie Miles, 
Florian Zabach House Orch; 'The 
West Point Story” (WB), reviewed 
in VARIETY Nov. 15, ’50. 








Strand’s holiday offering is one 
of the best shows at this house in 
recent months. Each act scores 
strongly, and overall pacing is 
snappy and even. The one possible 
fault lies in the show’s shortness, 
and the fact that Mary Raye & 
Naldi are on only for. two short 
numbers, despite their top billing. 

Following a brace of Christmas 
tunes by Florian Zabach and the 
house orch, Martin & Florenz come 
on with their puppet act. They 


handle marionettes deftly, and their | 


voices are good in impersonations 
of characters like Jimmy Durante 


and Mae West. Especially good is | 


'a Sad Sack routine with an Army 
| sergeant. 


Don Cornell, in his first N. Y. 
theatre date, registers nicely with 
some of his recorded ballads and 
a rhythm song. He” shows some 
comic potentialities too, in a num- 
ber of vocal impressions of some 
of his fellow crooners, including 
Bing Crosby, Perry Como and 
Frank Sinatra. Handles himself 
easily, and while keeping chatter 
to a minimum, introduces his songs 


ly good vaude material. 

Mary Raye & Naldi disappoint 
only in that they're not on long 
enough. They open with a short 
number that has a little touch of 
ballet in it. They then ballroom 
to “Begin the Beguine,” and it’s 
here that Naldi’s topnotch lifts are 
evidenced. Unfortunately, those 
are the only numbers they do. 

Jackie Miles keeps the audience 


constantly yocking with his com-' with 


plaint about hotel bills in Florida 


and with a dialect description of |tailored arrangements, 


a Gene Autry film. His stuff is 


it on television. and a good portion 


Capitol, N. Y. 


Spots (5), Marilyn Maxwell, Clif 
ford Guest, Meribeth Old; “Pagan 
Love Song” (MG) 
VARIETY Dec. 20, '50. 





The Capitol theatre reflects the 
Yule season both stageshow and 





has collected a comparatively ex- 
| pensive batch of talent to cash in 
‘on the lush Christmas trade and 
it’s a crew that pays off in enter- 
tainment dividends. 


A strongpoint of this display are 
the Ink Spots (5), whose trade- 
marks are the alternate tenorings 
of Billy Kenny and the recitative 
by the bass. It’s a combination that 
hasn’t lost its b.o. potency since 
they recorded “If I Didn’t Care” 
more than a decade ago. This tune, 
incidentally, still serves as their 
signature as well as a strong exit. 
In between, they fascinate the pew- 
holders with such divers offerings 
‘as “Time Out for Tears” “Some- 
time” and “I’d Climb the Highest 
Mountain” which incite heavy re- 
turns. 
| Marilyn Maxwell is another en- 
tertainer that gets maximum ap- 
plause at this house. This filmster, 
making another return trip to this 
theatre, capably delivers a roster 


of-tunes with emphasis on s.a. Miss | 
Maxwell, despite a fetching gown, | 


didn’t get her usual quota of wolf- 
calls—family trade. you know, but 
did get her share of the applause. 


The bill is similarly strong in 
the novelty sector. Clifford Guest, 
the Australian ventriloquist, dis- 
plays a trick larynx with excellent 
,effect. While his repartee with the 
dummy isn’t unusual, the impres- 
sions of echoes, a faraway voice 
‘coming nearer, a vocal picture of 
a foxhunt and his excellent com- 
'edy of putting a struggling dummy 
into the case. comes off very well. 
Meribeth Old, the contortionist, 


does a good warmup stint with | 


good control work and tumbling. 
i|She registers with her usual effi- 
| ciency. 


| Shep Fields has an outfit that’s | 


,extremely colorful for a stage crew 


tartan jackets. However, 
istrength lies in their carefully 
competant 


| Showbacking, and instrumentation 


|solid, but he’s done quite a bit of |which results in top coloring of 


\tunes. A quintet of fiddles aided by 


of his N. Y. audience will recognize an 802er doubling on accordion and 


it. Nevertheless, it’s worth hearing | celeste, provides some interesting | 


his 


again. 

Florian Zabach handles 
emcee chores :n a pleasing fashion. 
His violin playing is tops, and he 
‘seems to be using more and more 
‘inventiveness and imagination with 
‘each show. Band does an excellent 
job of backing the acts. Chan. 


Apolle, N. Y. 


| Toni Harper, Gene Ammons 


;counterpoint to the three man 
brass, four reeds and_ three 
‘rhythms. With a heavy load of 
italent for presentation in the 60- 
/minute stageshow, Fields is re- 
‘stricted to a tasty Chirstmas med- 


ley, dressed up with Thelma 
,.Gracen’s warbling of “White! 
'Christmas,” the “Hora Staccato” 


{and an excelient arrangement of 
!“Oodles of Noodles.” Accordionist 


lOvch (12), Howell & Boweer, Hi ' Bill Shapley hits a good pac> with 


Hatters, Freddie & Flo, Kinko, the 
Clown; “David Harding, Counter- 
spy” (Col). 





For Christmas week the Apollo 


Toni Harper, the child songstress 
who became a wax name a couple 
of years ago with her cutting of | 


crophone rose from the floor un- 
derneath his kilt. 

Of the other turns, best is An- 
nell and Brask, a bright pair who 
do solid cycling stunts. Roger 
Smith, with an electric guitar, also | 
registers strongly. Gord. 


Oriental, Chi 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 
Martells & Mignon (4), Rolly 
Rolls, Ames Bros. (4), Sherman 
Hayes Orch; “Mr. Music” (Par). 





Although there are only three 


acts for the holiday show, revue is | 


one of the best running in several 


supporting turns on the bill are 
familiar to steady patrons of 
Harlem’s vaude fiagship, but their | 
routines are a bit too timeworn to 
generate much audience impact. 


_ Be-ribboned and sporting bobby- 
socks, Miss Harper does five num- 
| bers of which an Ella Fitgeraldish 
\“Lady Be Good” is the best. Her 
version of “Jingle Bells” is fresh. 
original and timely, while “Mr. B” 
is a cute ditty. dedicated to Billy 
‘Eckstine. Youthful miss has an ef- 
‘fective voice and style, but fre- 
‘quently she waves her hands so 
‘extensively that it detracts from 
her warbling. 


Gene Ammons’ combo, compris- 


months. Bill is enhanced by winter ‘ing three rhythm, four reed and 


set done by Will Harris, producer, 
which has snow flakes drifting 
down. 
day tunes add to seasonal bill with 
orch leader, trio, and full band 
£iving out with Xmas songs for 
good hand. 

Ames Bros. are making their 
third return in a year. They regis- 
ter just as strong as in recent vis- 
its. Opening with a spirited “Oh 
Babe,” they slow down with “Can 
Anyone Explain” but get in stride 


again with “Clancy Lowered the | 


Boom,” which has crowd guffawing 
at panto-antics of Vic, lanky mem- 
ber of the group. “Music By the 
Angels” is not good stage fare, but 


Of -ourse, inevitable holi- | 


‘five brass. tees off the session with 
a brisk “Heads Up.” It paves the 
‘way for the Hi-Hatters ‘New 
Acts), a male terp duo. Kinko, 
tt- Clown, represents a good book- 
ing for the Yule season. Ofay con- 
tortionist’s pretzel bending inside 
a midget car as well as a barrel 
stacks up as a neat novelty for the 
kids. 


Comedy portion of the layout is 
provided by Freddy & Flo and 


Howell & Bowser. Former turn has | 


the male giving his femme partner 
a romantic pitch that adds up to 
a so-so effect. Flo also gives out 
with some brief hip-weaving at the 
bow-off for fair mitting. 


they click with “Rag Mop,” “Senti-| H. & B. are veteran comics with 


mental Me” and “Who Built the 
Ark” for sock finale. 

Martells and Mignon are a fast 
Opener with their fine adagio work. 
Diminutive gal is tossed to and fro 
as if she were a doll with seathold- 
ers gasping as she does back rolls 
and somersaults. ; 

Rolly Rolls captures audience 
With his Continental mannerisms 


and accent but gets across solidly 'Down.” 


poise and good timing. _Unfor- 
‘tunately, their material is virtually 
the same that the team used in 
their last stint at this house. 
Fresher lines would help consider- 
ably. Saxist Ammons registers well 
in a nicely staged sequence with 
‘six of his sidemen. Smaller unit 
whams across such tunes as ‘Fool- 
ish Heart” and “Blues Up. and 


rilb. 





boxofficewise. Booker Sid Piermont | 


| “Cumana.” 


Jose. 


Chicago, Chi 


Chicago, Dec. 23. 
Tong Bros. (3), Stump & 
Stumpy. Phil Silvers & Harry Fro- 
man, Ethel Smith, Louis Basil 
rch; “Pagan Love Song” (M-G). 





Yuletide show could be liberally 
sliced for better impact. First two 
acts run smoothly but the two 
names stay overlong, especially 
Phil Silvers. Producer Nate Platt. 
however, has added a fine dramatic 
closing with Dickens’ Minstrel 
group on stage with boy soprano 
caroling “Silent Night.” 


Silvers unfortunately has not 
trimmed his nitery routine for the- 
atres as yet. In the few good spots 
there is a welter of draggy ma- 
terial, most of it aged. The bald 
and bespectacled comedian has a 
neat opener with specialty song 
as intro including takeoff on shows 
he missed being in. He reprises 


the oldie of the face-slapping vocal | 
teacher, but it still registers strong- | 


ly with the aid of Louis Basil, house 


orch leader. His miming of singers | 


is not bad. but his bit about psycho- 
analysts is too hep for filmhouse 
audience. He segues into a lengthy 
discourse on type of roles he 
depicts, none punchy in their tell- 
ing. His clarinet episode with band 
members heckling him, and in re- 
quest “to play ball” is not a tight 


_ finale. 


Tong Bros., Oriental tumblers. 
are off the usual acrobatic circles 
with an amazing understander. He 
does a fine job on head-to-head 
balancing trick walking off a table 
and then back on again. Act rates 
hefty applause as he lifts two men 
while in prone position, making 


two complete turns with the men! 


still aloft. 
Stump and Stumpy get laughs 


from the walkon with their jive | 


antics. Sepia buffoons get laughs 


with their imitations of James 
Cagney, Harry Richman, Peter 
Lorre, Jimmy Durante. Barry 


Fitzgc rald end Ved Lewis. '..p ses- 
sion interjected with slapstick 


builds to an _ hilarious bowoff ! 


speech. 
Shep Fields Orch (17), Ink| “Ethel Smith is a sock closing 
lif- act, but her book is a little long. 


|For stronger effect she might clip 


reviewed in two or three numbers. Organist | 


flies through “Fiddle-Faddle” for | 
beginning and then into “Sleigh | 
| Ride” for seasonal touch with snow | 
falling effects. Her medley of pops. 
is in a quieter mood, but atmos-| 
phere perks up again with “Parade | 
of the Wooden Soldiers.” She re- | 
.serves her bestselling disk number | 
fi. midway on the program, “Tico- | 
|Tico,” showing off her neat pedal | 
work. 

Louis Basii does a nifty job 
fronting the band. Zabe. 


* Palace, N. Y. 


Morgan & May, Virginia Austin, 
\Paul Garner, Day Dreamers (4), 
Doris Patts & Mrs. Waterfall, Ted 
& Deana Peters, Leon Fields, 5 
Harstons; “Emergency Wedding” 
pg reviewed in VARIETY Nov. | 
115, ’50. | 





The Palace Christmas bill should | 
,|make an impact once the kid-trade | 
|Starts coming in during the scholas- 
‘tic holidays. There aren’t many 
iconcessions to the juves, but gen- 
erally there’s an act assortment 
that should play well to all types 
of patronage. 


The majority of acts on bill 
'aren’t listed in Variety New Act 
files. Included in this category are 


Morgan & May, Paul Garner, The | 


!Day Dreamers, Ted & Deana Peters 
and Leon Fields. The rest have 
previously played the house. 


| In the standard category is Vir- 
ginia Austin, whose puppet act is 
|good adult as well as juve fodder. 
|Miss Austin does a cute bit of doll 
manipulation.-The highlight of turn 


is the simultaneous manipulation | 


‘of three dolls. She has some good 
patter and makes a neat impres- 
sion. 

Doris Patts & Mrs. Waterfall, 
| successors to the late Nan Rae and 
Maude Davis, show effectiveness 
with their usual line of patter. 
The interview session has a good 
amount of entertainment values 
‘and they hit it well with the crowd. 


The Five Harstons, at the close 


| mien. 
ha oor act with okay sight values, 





New Acts 


PAUL GARNER 
Comedy 
9 Mins,; Two 
Palace, New York 

Paul Garner, who many years 
years ago was a member of the 
knockabout trio, Garner, Wolff & 
Hakins, has taken the cue that the 
general run of audiences at the 
Palace, do not go for hep material. 
He’s showing a line of clowning 
that embraces trick piano playing 
and some chatter in a professorial 
In its current shape it’s a 











Garner's act generaly, looks like 
'it has merely the basis for a good 
turn. It’s not yet completely de- 
veloped and needs further season- 
ing to reach fruition. Jose. 


SHIRLEY VAN 
Dance 


8 Mins. 


Paramount, New York 


Shirley Van's terps bespeak con- 
siderable experience. This lanky 
‘gal in brief costume shows nifty 
'terps to good applause values. Miss 
|Van is somewhat handicapped by 
the size of the Paramount stage 
which is too narrow to display a 
full sweep of motion so her spins 
can attain greater penetration, but 
within the limits of this rostrum, 
|She does well. ; 
| Miss Van is okay in both straight 
dancing and spins for most visual 
| media. Jose. 


/THE DAY DREAMERS (4) 
| Songs 

|9 Mins.; One 

| Palace, New York 


The Day Dreamers shape up as & 
vocal quartet that will develop into 
an act of corisiderable proportions. 
They’re a well appearing and 
nicely costumed turn comprising 
three boys and a girl, who show 
some hep harmonics and good tune 
| selection. ; 
The group indicates a potential 
‘for recordings and most personal 
_ appearance fields. They offer some 
| dance interpolations to enliven ses- 
‘sion and have a catalog that will 


‘of the bill, similarly hit it off with | appeal to all tastes. Jose. 
irisley and _ teeterboard session. , —_—_—_— 
They have a good assortment of TED & DEANA PETERS 
‘tricks, work energetically and pro-' Dance 
vide a solid closer for the show. ,7 Mins.; Three 

Don Albert maestros the show- | Palace, New York 
|backing and contributes a well- Ted & Deana Peters, indicate 
arranged session of Christmas they’ve been around, but haven't 
carols. Jose. been listed in New Act files, 


Casino. Toronto 
Toronto, Dec. 22. 


Brooks, Johnston & Owen, The 
Conines (2), Bob Goodman, Archie 


‘Stone House Orch; “They Live by | 





Night” (RKO). 
| 


| Take a couple of Chinese com- 
,edians who do hillbilly yodelling, 
|and you have Ming & Ling, a pair 
|of instrumentalists and warblers, 
who are stopping every show on 
their first visit here. In addition 
to their easy comedy exchanges, 
notable is their “Battle of the 
Crooners,” complete with amazing 
impersonations of Laine, Como, the 
trick tenor and bass of The -Ink 
Spots in “Maybe,” and a terrific 
but reverent: Jolson finale takeoff 
that had the customers pounding 
‘for more. 

But honors on this week’s bill 
also go to Art Tatum and Evelyn 
Brooks in the strongest vaude show 
Since this house recently inaug- 
-urated a revived format of straight 
variety acts sans line. As a pianis- 
tie perfectionist in the jazz genre 
rather than the newer boogie tradi- 
tion, Tatum immediately scores 
with the crowd with his presenta- 
tion of Gershwin’s “Rhapsody” and 
then into a Gershwin medley nota- 
ble for harmony and wandering 
variations that, despite his own 
counterpoint arrangements, never 
get too far away from the com- 
poser’s original basic themes. 
Tatum played only three numbers 
‘when caught; the foregoing, then 
‘his “Over the Rainbow” interpre- 
tations. and ditto for “Promised 
Land,” for a rousing reception. 

Miss Brooks, slim and comely 
: brunet in a strapless crimson gown, 
is also up on the applause decibels 
for looks, showmanship and deliv- 
iery. In contrast, the contralto 
opens with a naughty “You Can't 
| Take It with You,” then switches 
to her dramatic “Tenement 
Symphony,” arranged with a mov- 
ing blend of ghetto folksongs of 
/many European nationalities; eases 
jinto “Had a Little Talk with the 
| Lord.” interpreted with an awe-in- 
spiring “Ave Maria” that had the 
tholiday audience hushed until her 
begoff. 

Johnston & Owen open with 
clever bar work that gets over 


, 


well; Tommy and Margo Conine! 


also have no difficulty with effort- 


less comedy taps, the neat heel 
work of the boy, and their cute 
eccentric finish. McStay. 


Art Tatum, Ming & Ling, Evelyn T 


They're youthful ballroomers with 
'generally good routines punctu- 
‘ated with lifts and spins of a varie- 
ty that get good share of applause, 
hey’re well costumed with okay 
dance sets in which their paso 
doble shows up best. 

_ Some of their straight terp pass- 
ages aren’t up to par, but their acro 
‘work more than compensates for 
these lapses. Jose. 


| HI-HATTERS 


Two Negro lads in top hats and 
tails open with conventional step- 
ping, but move into some softshoe 
routines that show more origi- 
| nality. 

High point of the turn is the 
boys’ precision hoofing. They work 
| directly behind one ancther to dis- 
| play fine co-ordination. Nicely at- 
tired, the Hi-Hatters are a cut 
| above the average dance duo. 

Gilb. 
| 
| LEON FIELDS 
Comedy 
/10 Mins.; One 
Palace, New York 


|! Leon Fields works with consid- 
erable experience, but hasn’t been 
listed in the New Act files. His 
comedy gab shapes up well for cafe 
and vaude work. 

Fields mixes impressions with 
comedics for good audience ac- 
,ceptance. However, he _ needs 
sharper material to hit the plush 
spots, but does nicely here. 

Jose. 





| MORGAN & MAY 
Acro 

8 Mins.; Three 
Palace, N. Y. 

Morgan & May, boy and girl acro 
_turn, have an okay assortment of 
itricks. They offer good h...id-to- 
|hand bits, interpolate some tum- 
bling to —- up routines and 
some jitterbugging. 

While routines aren’t as polished 
as they might be, they show a 
good potential for the family time. 
'A few trips around the circuit 
would put them in condition as 
openers on most vaude circuits. 

Jose. 








TUCKER IN TEXAS 


Houston, Dec. 26. 
Sophia Tucker opens here at the 
Emerald Room of the Shamrock 
, hotel on New Year's Eve. - 
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Plays on 


Out of This World 


Saint Subber & Lemuel Ayers pres- 
entation of musical comedy in prolog and 
two acts (18 scenes), with songs by Cole 
Porter, book by Dwight Taylor and Reg- 
inald Lawrence. Features Charlotte 
Greenwood, William Eythe. Priscilla Gil 


lette, William Redfield, David Burns, Bar- | 


bara Ashley, Janet Collins, George Jon- 
geyans, Ray Harrison. Entire production 
staged by Agnes de Mille; choreography, 


Hanya Holm; scenery and_ costumes, 
Lemuel Ayers; musical director, Pem- 
broke Davenport; orchestrations, Robert 
Russell Bennett: dance music arrange- 


ments, Genevieve Pitot: incidental music 


arrangements, Trudi Rittman At Cen- 
tury, N. Y.. ec. 21, °50: $6 top ($9.60 
opening? 
Mer ry William Redfield 
Jupiter ....ccceéceveces George Jongeyans 
Helen Priscilla Gillette 
Waiter =. .ceccceves Frank Milton 
Art O’Malley...ccecs William Eythe 
Night ....<ceeses Janet Collins 
Vulcania ....sececs Peggy Rea 
Juno .. Charlotte Greenwood 
Chloe Barbara Ashley 
Niki Skolianos David Burns 
Strephor Ray Harrison 

Sineey dancers Barbara Weaver, 
Shirlev Prior, Enid Hall, Nola Fairbanks, 
B. TJ. Ke in Lois Monroe. John Schick- 
line. Jehn Schmidt. Richard Curry, Ken 
Avers. Orrin Hill. Robert Baird, Joe Hill, 
Leo FKaywerth, Michael Kinosley, Gisella 
Svetlik Vircinia Bosler. Eleanor Fair 
child, t0°n Encek, Joan Kruger. Jacane- 
line Savor. Glen .Tetlev. David Nillo, 
Stonlev Simmons, Paul Lvydav. Eric Kris- 
ten. Barton Mumaw, Jan Kovac. Doria 
Avila 

t's significant that the top 
moment of “Out of This World,” 
just before the finale. is Charlotte 
Greenwood’s old show - stopping 
high-kiek. Until then, the Cole 


Porter musical is perhaps the most 
beautiful show in Broadway his- 
tory, but mild entertainment. The 
book, based on the Amphitryon 
legend, seems synthetic and stiff, 
the songs are generally disappoint- 
ing and the performance lacks 
vitality. As a consequence, the 
Saint Subber-Lemuel Ayers pro- 
duction is a dubious-bet to recoup 
its $220.000 investment, although 
its sizable advance sale, including 
numerous theatre parties, should 
enable it to get a run. 

In contrast to the previous Sub- 
ber-Avers presentation, “Kiss Me, 
Kate,” this appears to have been 
one of those shows that was 
troublesome from the start. Per- 
haps its story basis, the Greek 
myth about how Jupiter descends 
from Olympus and, despite Juno’s 


wifely kibitzing, has a love affair 
with a mortal girl, is partly to 
blame. It apparently promises 


more than it delivers on the stage, 
as S. N. Behrman 
dozen years ago in _ adapting 
“Amphitryon 38” for the Lunts. 
The varn is only occasionally and 
mildly funny, and the libretto, with 
its accent on sex, sex, sex, makes 
that normally stimulating subject 
seem pretty tedious. Porter’s score 
lacks melodic sweep. In this in- 
stance, his emphasis on_ tricky 


lyrics and counter-rhythms seems | 


affected. with only a few tunes 
approaching his best work of the 
past. The Hanya Holm choreog- 
raphy is electrifying and the physi- 
cal production is stunning, but the 
casting is uneven. 


Co-producer Ayers, doubling as_ 


designer, has created breath-catch- 
ingly lovely scenery, particularly 
several gossamer night effects. His 
costumes, too, are generally strik- 


ing, especially for playgoers who | 
enioy the spectacle of male nudity | 


(in almost every dance number 
the girls wear notably more clothes 
than the men, although diaphanous 
femme costumes are occasionally 
used effectively). 

As the ungoddess-like Juno, Miss 
Greenwood is the cast standout. 
Besides her climactic 
Chasing Me” number, she scores 
with her “I Got Beauty” and “I 
Sleen Easier Now” singles, as a 
femme trio member with “What Do 
You Think About Men” and in a 
double duet of “Cherry Pies Ought 
to Be You.” Barbara Ashley has an 
attractive personality and proves an 
engacing singer with her “Where, 
Oh. Where” solo and in an assist 
with “What Do You Think About 
Men” ard “Cherry Pies.” 

Priscilla Gillette, as the mortal 
chosen by Jupiter, is a looker, has 
an apvealing manner and is an 
agreeable singer, though perhaps 


“Nobody’s | 





John Byram 


Wants to Know Why Do So Many 
Legit Producers Think It's Ilegiti- 
mate to Bivouac Near the 
Scene of Their Activities 
as He Pieads 


‘Come Back to 
Broadway, Boys’ 
* * * 


An Amusing Byline Feature ia the 
45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 
OUT NEXT WEEK 











Broadway 


|not ideally suited for some of her 
/numbers. They include solos of “I 
Am Loved” and “No Lover for 
Me,” plus joining in “Use Your 
Imagination” and “What Do You 
Think?” 

William Eythe, who is second- 
billed, is more or less incidental in 
the non-singing “dual” part of a 
reporter-bridegroom and of Jupiter 
in the guise of same. William Red- 
field is acceptable as Mercury, 
though a trifle light as a singer. 
David Burns gets what comedy he 
can as an ex-Chicago gangster who 
owns a rural Greek inn,, George 
Jongeyans’ impressive baritone is 
wasted in the role of Jupiter, but 
Janet Collins provides some 
choreographic excitement as Night 

Because of the show's involved 
writing and directing setup, it’s im- 
possible to know who’s responsible 
for what. The program credits 
Dwight Taylor and Reginald Law- 
rence for the book, but Betty Com- 
den and Adolph Green worked on 
it at one time. Producers Subber 
and Ayers are also understood to 
have done some doctoring and F. 
Hugh Herbert was called in for 
revisions during the tryout. Agnes 
de Mille is billed as stager of the 
“entire production,” but she was 
superseded during the tryout by 
George Abbott, who is not men- 
tioned in the program. Hobe. 


Twentieth Century 


American National Theatre & Academy 
presentation of Jose Ferrer production 
(in association with Richard Condon) of 
comedy in three acts, by Ben Hecht & 
Charles MacArthur, based on a play by 
Bruce Milholland. Stars Ferrer, Gloria 
Swanson. Directed by Ferrer; scenery 
and lightigg, Wolfgang Roth: costumes, 
Noel Taylor. At ANTA Playhouse, N. Y 


Dec. 24, ’50; $3 top (membership rate). 
See. WOR ss ok td ke as Paula Bauersmith 
Train Secretary ....... Robinson Stone 
Porter P. Jay Sidney 


Ralph Bunker 
3etty Bartley 
.. Robert Strauss 
Burton Maliory 


Grover Lockwood ......... 
Anita Highland 
Owen O’Malley 
CGMOGTOP ws. ce ceesceees 











playing the performance as a 
whole, including the actors, light 
cues and scene changes, should be 
considerably smoother. Hobe, 





King Lear 


Robert L. Joseph & Alexander H. Cohen 
presentation of William Shakespeare dra- 
'ma revival in three acts. Stars Louis 
| Calhern; features Arnold Moss, Norman 





| Lloyd, Edith Atwater, Joseph Wiseman, 
Wesley Addy, Martin Gabel, Jo Van 
Fleet, Nina Foch. Directed by John House- 


sets and lights, Ralph Alswang; costumes, | 
Dorothy Jeakins. At National, N. Y., Dec. | 
25, °50; $4.80 top. 


Tr & | errs Martin Gabel | 
Earl of Gloucester...... .. Arnold Moss | 
WRU w kc vc cceces Joseph Wiseman 


Louis Calhern | 
Nehemiah Persoff | 
Richard Malek 
Edith Atwater 
Jo Van Fleet 
; Nina Foch 
Martin Waldron 
Frederic Warriner 
: Wesley Addy | 


King Lear 
Duke of Cornwall 
Duke of Albany.. 
Goneril . 
Regan 

Cordelia Peameew 
Duke of Burgundy..... 
Kine of France 


Edgar 


ee fo a STC Tee Norman Lloyd | 
SNE. 3.4 wera e ee OER Mitchell Agruss 
en? | one meee maaan. Kurt Richards 
Loyal Knight Guy Arbury | 


Gentleman of the Court E. J. Ballantine 
Cornwall Servants Jack Bittner, 
McGregor Gibb, Bernard Pollock. 
Herald Thomas Poston 
Knights and Servants Ted Baden, | 
Michael Bev, Sam Gilman, Jack Ram- 
sey, Earl F. Simmons, Keith Taylor, | 

Henry Leonard. 


Director John Houseman, with a 
notable assist from Louis Calhern, | 
has hurdled a major challenge in 
this revival, with the result that 
“King Lear,” always tough to stage 


| and hence rarely done, comes off 


Oliver Webb ...... @eeees Donald Foster 
Flanagan ws eecccceeee-VOhN Glendinning 
Pullman Conductor...... Edward Platt 
Matthew Clark ....... William Lynn 
First° Beard (Cristus)..Werner Klemperer 
Second Beard (Judas).... Leon Askin 
GUE 2006 sebewees Jose Ferrer 
Serer 6ubee Van Prince | 
Sadie ~ecceeess- Eva Leonard-Boyne 
Lily Garland ...ccce Gloria Swanson 
George Smith ..ccccsecs- Robert Carroll 
Detective eceseoeces Paul Lilly 
Second Detective....... Charles Summers 


Max Jacobs ..Henry Sherwood 


discovered a, 


“Twentieth Century,” a comedy 
hit of the 1932-33 Broadway season 
and subsequently a convulsing film 
with John Barrymore and Carole 


Lombard, is the third presentation | 


and apparently the first boxoffice 
bullseye of the. ANTA Play series. 
With Jose Ferrer and Gloria Swan- 
son costarred, it belies its 18 years, 


show. Following its two-week en- 
gagement under ANTA 
|ship it is slated to be moved to the 
| Fulton for a commercial run, with 


| ANTA due for a share of the pros-_ 


/pective profits. 


Hecht and Charles MacArthur, 
'who adapted the comedy originally 
‘from a play by Bruce Milholland, 
|have revised the script somewhat, 
| confining the action to a single set- 
ting and eliminating several bit 
of 


ernizing touches which seem 


questionable merit. But nothing ba- | 


sic has been done to the riotous 
story of a fabulous trip of the 20th 
Century Limited from Chicago to 
New York, with its assortment of 
rambunctious characters aboard. 


Ferrer and Miss Swanson, as the 
/€gomaniac producer-director and 
the flamboyantly temperamental 
actress, the parts played in the 
original production by 


provide the principal vitality and 
comedy fireworks, particularly in 
their scenes together. 
with expertly broad strokes, pro- 
jecting the infantile vanity of the 
characters, yet remaining plausible 
and somehow captivating. They re- 
veal not merely a talent for com- 
edy, but a disarming sense of hu- 
mor. 

There are competent supporting 
performances by Donald Foster as 
the producer’s harried manager, 
Robert Strauss as the eloquently 
sardonic pressagent (an affection- 
.ate portrait of Richard Maney); 
Burton Mallory as the frenzied con- 
ductor; William Lynn as the re- 
ligious crackpot; Robert Carroll as 
the actress’ cardboard lover; Eva 
Leonard-Boyne as her understand- 
ing but loyal maid: Werner Klem- 
perer and Leon Askin as a couple 
of hungry Passion Players, and va- 
rious others in the motley of char- 
acter bits. 


Ferrer’s appreciative staging suc- 
cessfully skirts the edge of cari- 
cature; Wolfgang Roth’s multiple 
setting combines atmosphere with 
practical playing space and Noel 
Taylor’s costumes are suitable for 
such an uninhibited collection of 
Passengers. With a 


stacking up as a vigorous, hilarious | 


sponsor- | 


For this revival, co-authors Ben | 


parts, besides making some mod- | 


Moffat | 
Johnson and Eugenie Leontovich, | 


Both play | 


little more! 


as a stunning production. The; 
chief role has a firstrate protagon- 
ist in Calhern, who is supported by 
a worthy cast, shrewdly chosen. 
Staging. lighting, costuming and 
incidental music all play promi- 
nent, cohesive parts. The essen- 
tially talky. static play moves 
swiftly under these conditions, 
ho'ding an audience rapt. 

The role of the aged, imperious 
ruler who divides his kingdom be- 
tween two ungrateful daughters 
and eventually goes mad at their | 
mistreatment. requires heroic | 
treatment. This Calhern provides. | 
His regal bearing is one asset. His | 
shiftine of moods, from majesty, | 
anger or affection to raving and/| 
madness. is virtuoso stuff. and Cal-! 
hern utilizes all moods brilliantly | 
for a searching, sympathetic char- | 
acterization. | 

Houseman’s sure staging keeps | 
plot and several sub-plots fluid, | 
and the nace of the show is swift. | 
Ralph Alswang’s setting is spa-| 
cious. while his lighting works | 
wonders, creating whole forest and | 
| seacoast effects without the use of | 
pron or set. 

There are standouts in the good | 
| supporting east who are especially | 
fine. Arnold Moss is a_ princely | 
| fivure as the Earl of Gloucester, 
whose early credulity and later | 
misfortunes at the hands of a) 
treacherous bastard son are always | 
helievable and compelling. Joseph 
Wisemon makes a fascinating crea- | 
ture of the malevolent Edmund. | 
Weslev Addy paints a sympathetic 
portrait of the unfortunate Edgar; | 
Martin Gabel is unusually warm- | 
ing as Kent. and Norman Lloyd | 
makes a vivid impersonation out 
of the difficult role of the Fool. | 

Of the women, Nina Foch is) 
beautiful and appealing in the) 
relatively brief role of Cordelia, | 
and Edith Atwater and Jo Van! 
Fleet are vividly sharp as the cruel | 
| sisters. Nehemiah  Persoff, as! 
Cornwall, and Kurt Richards, as 
Oswald, lend individuality to lesser | 
roles. 

Mare Blitzstein’s incidental mu- 
sic is in strong keening with the 
times and mood of the play, and 
Dorothy Jeakins’ costumes are eye- 
filling. Broadway has done right 
by the Bard here. Bron. 


‘Hee Ged Town | 


I Love Lydia 
Hollywood, Dec. 22. 


Players Ring production of musical in 
two acts (eight scenes) by Julius J. and 
Philip G. Epstein (based on Sheridan’s 
“The Rivals’) with music and lyrics by 
Jay Livingston and Ray Evans. Directed 
by Terry Kilburn. Musical numbers staged 
by Nelson Barclift: musical director, Stan 
Lebowsky: sets, Sidney Rushakoff. At 
Players Ring theatre, Hollywood, Dec. 22, 








50; $3.60 top (opening night $4.80). 

Croupier heEeuss Paul Levitt 
Johnson-Brackett ......... Marvin Kaplan 
Pe SOM 6450064400680 John Crawford 
Tete: eas us Joe Mell 
PUNE 5. <'cb-0eesoeuwees<s Ben Strobach 
Lucy ...+..-Bunny Bishop 


Sir Lucius O’Trigger...... 
Rosencrantz . 
Guildenstern ee rrr 
King Augustus XXII....... 


David Alpert 
Bruce Sheldon 

Pat Clement 
King Donovan 


ppt: cn 9 I Pr Pe Ted Thorpe 
a ae Margot Powers 
Mrs. Mandrake.........Kathleen Freeman 
ulia pe eeeesccces eoeceees Charlotte Alpert 
Bookie ove eeGegeees James Ogg | 
Television Man ....s.-...Tony lacobuccie 
Radio Man $6006eeesees MOG ROSTERS 
Dancing Gigolo ...........Nelson Barclift 
Dae ME. 5c wiccesancetecs Mara Lynn 
co ere Jane Adrian 


A program note proudly pro- 
claims that four Academy Award 
winners are involved in the cre- 
ation of this musical version of 
Sheridan’s “The Rivals.” That, 
obviously, is the difficulty. Libret- 
tists Julius J. and Philip G. Ep- 

(Continued on page 45) 


| ailment. 


| option on the Coast production, 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Backers of “Enemy of the People,” Lars Nordenson’s production of 
Arthur Miller’s adaptation of the Ibsen drama, include bandleader 
Meyer Davis and company manager Morton Gottlieb, $200 each; pho- 
tographer Richard Avedon, actor Alan Hewitt and producer Nancy 
Stern, $400 each; radio commentator Kenneth Banghart, costumer A, 


_M. Blumberg, producer Mary K. Frank and authors agent Flora Roberts, 


$800 each; producer Leon Bronesky, theatreowner Howard S. Cullman, 
man. Incidental music, Mare Blitzstein; | attorney Morris Schrier, representing Music Corp. of America, publisher 
M. Lincoln Schuster and film executive George Skouras, $1,600 each; 


| film distributor-exhibitor Joseph Burstyn, $2,000; director Robert Lewis, 


$3,000, and producer Roger L. Stevens, $20,000. The venture was cap- 


'italized at $80,000. 


Connecticut supreme court has upheld a lower state court ruling 
that the late Walter Huston was justified in canceling a performance 
of “The Apple of His Eye” in Worcester Dec. 16, 1946, due to a throat 


sincere desire to 


Court unanimously declared that “Huston was a man with a 
carry out his obligations.” 


Wasserman Theatrical 


Enterprises, Inc., of Worcester, had sued producer Jed Harris for dam- 


ages for breach of contract. 


Suit was instigated in New Haven where 
show played previous to the Worcester date. 


Performance is claimed 


to be the only one Huston ever canceled in his 45-year career. Huston 


|underwent a minor throat operation in Chi following the New Haven 


date, before the show opened in the Windy City Dec. 25, '46. 





Katharine Cornell pulled a Christmas surprise on vet Cleveland 
critic William F. McDermott, who claims he’s never missed a Cornell 
play in his 29 years of reviewing, and who's been home ill for the last 


month. Last Friday 


(22), Miss Cornell, together with Sir Cedric 


Hardwicke and five other cast members, gave a special “matinee” of 


her latest play, ‘Captain Carvallo,’ 
latter’s home in Bratenahl, suburb of Cleveland. 


, 


in costume, for McDermott in the 
Stagehands moved 


some of the furniture, while ‘‘Mac” and wife Eva sat in the living room 








Legit Bits 


as audience. Show closed down in Cleveland Saturday (23). 





Joseph Kipness who holds an; Snow, Sally Gilmour as leading 


Love Lydia,” plans a Broadway 


book by Philip & Julius Epstein 
and songs by Jay Livingston and 


| 


«7 ballerina and Barbara Lee-Smith 


as Carrie-Pipperidge . . . Michael 
Redgrave is presenting a one-man 


| presentation next fall of the musi-| show for a limited tour of Holland, 
cal edition of “The Rivals,” with| Denmark, Norway, 
| Finland, but 


Sweden and 
is due to start re- 
hearsals in January for the new 
Stratford-on-Avon season... Jean 


Ray Evans. George Abbott will be | Anouilh’s “Ardele,” which was a 


sought as stager.. 
son left over the weekend for 
fortnight’s vacation with Noel 
Coward at Jamaica, B. W. I1.... 
Joseph Schildkraut will play Dul- 
cimer, the part 
James Dale, in Shepard Traube’s 
revival of Mordaunt Shairp’s 
“Green Bay Tree,” with Jay Robin- 
son in the Laurence Olivier part, 


Rex O’Malley probably playing the | 


i sented recently 


originated by | 


butler role created by Leo G. Car- | 


roll and Anne Crawford as the sole 


| femme character first enacted by 


Jill Esmond ... If Georges Gueta- | 


ry, a tenor, plays the male lead 


opposite Mary Martin in the Lon-.| 


don edition of “South Pacific,” the 
songs originally sung by basso 
Ezio Pinza will be rearranged... 
Howard Barnes, drama critic of 
the N. Y. Herald Tribune, was ill 
last week, but recovered in time 
to cover Sunday’s (24) preem of 
“Twentieth Century.” Second- 
stringer Otis Guernsey, Jr., cov- 
ered “Out of This World.” 


Carol Channing has been upped 
to star billing in “Gentlemen Pre- 
fer Blondes,” in consideration of 
extending her contract until Sept. 
5, 1952 . . Cecil Kellaway will 
play a leading role and Robert Hal- 
liday is also being sought for the 
cast of “Three Wishes,” the Albert 
Lewis production of the Ralph 


| Blaine-Charles O’Neal musical ver- 


sion of the latter’s novel, “The 


'Three Wishes of Jamie McRuin” 


Jennifer Bunker has_ succeeded 
Marcia Henderson as Wendy in 
“Peter Pan” . Paul Groll will 
be general manager of the Chan- 
dler Cowles-Brady Farrell produc- 


‘tion of “Billy Budd” and company 
the | 


manager of “Make a Wish,” 
Jule Styne-Harry Rigby production 
of the musical edition of “Good 
Fairy” ... Dwight Deere Wiman 


| has optioned a play, “Violets Are 


' who clicked last season in the pro- 


Blue,” by comedian Wally Cox, 
ducer’s revue, “Dance Me a Song.” 
With the signing of William Mar- 
shall for the key role of De Lawd. 
Wiman’s revival of “Green Pas- 
tures” will go into rehearsal Jan. 
11 under the direction of the au- 
thor, Mare Connelly. The _ pro- 
ducer’s revival of “Romeo and 
Juliet,” starring Olivia de Havil- 
land, is already in rehearsal ; 
Dorothy Fields and Arthur 
Schwartz, just back from Nassau. 
have gone to the former's place at 
Brewster, N. Y., to continue work 
on the songs for “Brooklyn Story.” 

Next March has been designated 
by UNESCO as the second annual 
“Theatre Month,” during which 
legit groups all over the country 
are urged to present plays which 
“typify man’s search for security 
and peace, on themes related to 
human rights” ... Edmund Hock- 
ridge, a Canadian, has taken over 
the Billy Bigelow part in “Carou- 
sel” in London, succeeding U. S. 
Singer - actor Stephen Douglas, 
whose Labor Ministry permit ex- 
pired. Other leads in the show, 
all British Empire citizens, now in- 
clude Patricia Black as Nettie Fow- 


‘ler, William Thorburn as Enoch, 


. John C. Wil- | flop on Broadway last season under 
a‘ the title, “Cry of the Peacock,” 


but was a critical click when pre- 
by the Birminge- 
ham (England) repertory, will be 
presented in London by Linnit & 
Dunfee, with Fay Compton and 
Peter Ustinov in the leading parts. 


A. E. Matthews, recovered from 
his recent illness, has rejoined the 
cast of “The Gay Invalid,” Sir 
Barry Jackson’s adaptation of Mo- 
liere’s ‘‘Le Malade Imaginaire,” 
which is playing a_pre-London 
tryout tour, with Elisabeth Berg- 
ner co-starred ... Tyrone Power, 
star of the London production of 
“Mister Roberts,” was guest speak- 
er at the December membership 


| meeting of British Equity ... 


The Legitimate Theatre Employees 
union, Local B-813, of the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, will hold its an- 
nual ball Feb. 21 at the Wood- 
stock hotel, N. Y., with proceeds 
going to the organization’s welfare 
fund for retired doormen, ticket 
takers, etc. ... Basil Rathbone has 
sold his five-story house, assessed 
at $50,000, in East 92d street, New 
York ... Backers of the Courtney 
Burr-Malcolm Pearson production, 
“Season in the Sun,” have received 
a 5° dividend, the first profits, on 
the $60,000 investment ... U. S. 
rights to “Young Wives’ Tale,” the 
London success, are under option 
to Louis Borell, the Dutch actor 
who recently presented the Ronald 
Jeans play in Holland, according 
to Leah Salisbury, the author's 
American representative ... The 
Workshop Theatre of Long Island 
U. is inaugurating a policy of hav- 
ing professional guest leads in its 
three annual productions ... Em- 
ployment and earnings for legit 
players were up a bit last season, 
according to the second annual sur- 
vey conducted by Actors Equity 
and published in detail in the cur- 
rent issue of Equity, the union's 
monthly house organ. 

Exclusivity on “Rodeo” has run 
out with the Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo, but the work is still in that 
troupe's repertory, even though its 
choreographer, Agnes de Mille has 
turned it over as well to Ballet 
Theatre. 





The Dean of Broadway Drama 
Critics 


Kelcey Allen 


Reprises Some of the Sidewalk 
Lore He Has Gleaned 


On the Broadway 
Sidelines ° 
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Albany Diocese Calls for ‘Roberts’ 
Boycott; Terms It ‘Nasty Affront’ 


Albany, Dec. 26. y 
The Evangelist, official weekly of 
the Albany Catholic Diocese, in an 
editorial (22) titled “ ‘Mr. Roberts’ 
Condemned,” declared that “all de- 
cent citizens should boycott this 


presentation and inform the mian- 
ogement of the Erie theatre (Sche- 
nectady) of their strong resent- 
ment.” The comp.ny, starring John 
Forsythe, will open a nationwicé 
tour of 33 cities in Schenectady, 
Jan. 10. 

“In bringing ‘Mr. Roberts’ to 
Schenectady and suggesting that 
tickets to this offensive play pro- 
vide the answer ‘to your Xmas 
shopping problem,’ the manage- 
ment of the Erie theatre is per- 
petrating one of the nastiest af- 
fronts to Christian decency that the 
community has suffered in a long 
time,” the editorial said. ‘“ ‘Mr. 
Roberts’ has been condemned by 
the Catholic Theatre Movement as 
being wholly objectionable. Its 
characterization of the nation’s 
Navy personnel is insulting to the 
members of this armed branch of 
defense and their families. 


“The dialog is crammed with 
ribald, lewd and blasphemous lan- 
guage. This type of entertainment, 
pawned off in the name of realism, 
should be resented by all right- 
thinking people. It is a challenge 
to the legion of men whose lives 
‘Mr. Roberts’ pretends to portray. 
To support this type of entertain- 
ment evidences a degraded moral 
tone. This is an instance where the 
pledge of the Legion of Decency 
calls for intelligent implementa- 
tion.” 


The suggestion of a boycott is 
the most drastic which the Albany 
Diocesan spokesmen have taken 
against a stage play in recent years, 
although it has several times been 
advanced on motion pictures. “Mr. 
Roberts,” which features Robert 
Ross, Rusty Lane and Lawrence 
Blyden, will play the Erie for four 
performances, at $3.60 top in the 
evening and $3 in the afternoon 
(Saturday). 


THEATRE ASSEMBLY SET 
DESPITE EQUITY STAND 


Despite a recommendation from 
Actors Equity Council chat the 
project should be abandoned, plans 
for a National Theatre Assembly, 
to discuss the expansion of the le- 
gitimate theatre, will probably be 
carried out. The conferences, at 
which 200 official delegates are ex- 
pected, will be held Jan. 2-4 at 
the Fulton theatre, N. Y, 


A representative of the Ameri- 
can National Theatre & Academy, 
which is sponsoring the Assembly, 
Said yesterday (Tues.) that the 
Equity proposal to cancel the meet- 
ings had been received too late to 
be practical, since plans are now 
too far advanced, with some dele- 


gates already here and others en | 
route, 


According to Equity council | 
members, it is inappropriate to 
hold such a co.ference in view of 
President Truman’s declaration last 
week of the existence of a state of 
national emergency. 


Bad Breaks Pile Up 
On Pitt’s New Nixon 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 26. 


Bad breaks seem to be continuing 
for the town’s only legit site, the 
new Nixon, formerly the Senator, | 
for many years a film house which 
Was reconverted this summer when | 
the old Nixon was torn down. So 
far, the theatre has had eight weeks 
since being launched, and half of | 
‘hem came during the long news: | 
Paper strike and were losers, while 
510,060 had to be refused on the 
Lunts’ “I Know My Love” because | 
of the big snow. | 


_Now the house is open again for | 
Xmas week with the D’Oyly Carte 
Opera Co., after a dark fortnight, 
and looks almost certain to be shut- 
tered again for at least another two 
weeks and maybe three, due to can- 
cellations. “Rose Marie” was to 
have come in New Year’s but was 
yanked out, and “The Consul,” 
Which was to have followea it, is | 
‘olding because of poor bi. on the 

















read. Only certainty thus far for | 
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Boston Officials Sore At 
‘World’ Cuts Reinsertion; 
Defiance Charge Denied 


“Out of This World,” which 
opened last Thursday (21) at the 
Century (N. Y.), suffered consider- 
able changes in Boston on orders 
of the assistant censor, Beatrice 
J. Whelton, but was reportedly 
played there in its unexpurgated 
form the last few performances at 
the Shubert. Hub city officials are 
understood to have been angered 
by the action, but upon the advice 
of a local pressagent decided not 
to condemn the show publicly, lest 
it merely create publicity for the 
Broadway engagement. 

According to a representative of 
producers Saint Subber and Lem- 
uel Ayers, no important material 
objected to by the censor was put 
baek in the show there. He indi- 
cated, however, that some of the 
scenes in question had been al- 
tered somewhat a few days before 
the Hub engagement closed, as the 
management wanted to be sure to 
have the performance running 
smoothly in time for the New York 
premiere. No defiance of the local 
authorities was involved, he said. 

Procedure is looked on as a fairly 
familiar story in the Hub, accord- 
ing to those in the trade. In the 
case of a regular touring show, it 
rarely occurs. But with tryouts, 
the deleted material is generally 
slated to go back in for the Broad- 
way presentation, so there have 
been numerous reported incidents 
of the management gradually 
changing the script, direction and 
costumes into their permanent 
form near the end of the Boston 
stand. 





Lawrence Langnézi, co-director of 
the Theatre Guild, and Jerome 
Whyte, musical production man- 
ager, plane to Kansas City next 
week to hold checkup rehearsals 
and recast some minor parts in the 
touring “Oklahoma.” 


L.A. Will Vote On 
$35,000,000 Outlay 
For Op House, Aud. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 26. 
This town will spend $35,000,000 
on a civic opera house, auditorium 


vote that way at the primary elec- 
tion next April 3. 

City Council authorized two reso- 
lutions calling for bond issues to 


auditorium-exhibition hall in the 
downtown area. 


7, Deals Larger 





boomed during 1950 after being 
largely dormant for several sea- 
sons, have included an unusual 
number of percentage deals re- 
cently. Of 15 contracts set 
'this year, seven involved a per- 
'centage of the picture gross. One 
other deal, reportedly due to be 
closed shortly, is on a similar ba- 
sis. More than twice as many sales 
have been registered in 1950 than 
in 1948 and 1949 combined, and a 
far greater share of them have in- 
volved percentages. 


Although most of the deals set 
during 1950 have been for shows 
of previous seasons, at least five 
productions of the 1950-51 season 
are regarded as likely to be sold 
ultimately. They include “Affairs 
of State,” “Bell, Book and Candle,” 
|“Country Girl,” and “Guys and 
| Dolls” and “Hilda Crane.” Also, 
| several current shows from previ- 


|ous seasons are screen prospects, 


| including 
| Blondes,” “Happy Time,” ‘Kiss 
| Me, Kate,” “Mister Roberts” and, 
if it ever becomes available, 


“South Pacific.” 


Plays sold thus far during 1950 
include “Magnificent Yankee,” “O 
Mistress Mine,” ‘Look, Ma, I’m 
Dancin’,” “You Touched Me,” 
“Skipper Next to God,” “All You 
Need is One Good Break,” “The 
Privilege Car’? (unproduced), “At 
War with the Army,” “Montserrat,” 
“Goodbye, My Fancy,” “Come 
Back, Little Sheba,” “Me and 
Molly,” “Where’s Charley?,’’ 
“Clash by Night” and “The Man.” 


Increase in the number of film 
deals has not yet brought any per- 
ceptible change in the legit produc- 
tion-financing setup on Broadway. 
Producers and backers, who came 
more and more to discount the 
possibility of a picture deal in 
picking shows for legit presenta- 
tion, are apparently going along on 
the same basis. Fact that this atti- 
tude hasn’t changed may be due 
to the prevalence of percentage 
deals, which sound less spectacular 
than the large flat sums that were 
paid for screen rights some years 
ago. 








and exposition hall if the citizens | 


cover the construction of a $10,000,- | 
000 opera house and a $25,000,000 | 
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‘Charley’ Seeks House 
For Return B’way Run 
Prior to Coast Dates 


“Where’s Charley?” which re- 
;opened Monday night (25) in Bos- 
ton to strong reviews, may be 
‘brought back to New York for a 


|limited run prior to its Coast en- 
|gagement in the spring. The move 
apparently depends on the avail- 
‘ability of a suitable Broadway the- 
atre. One Shubert house, current- 
‘ly occupied, is figured a prospect 
/unless the show now ‘playing there 
|makes a sharp recovery. If the 
| large-capacity spot in question gets 
ithe nod, “Charley” may have a 
|pop-price scale for the return en- 
| gagement. 

| With Ray Bolger resuming as 
\star, “Charley” is tentatively set 
‘for @ run of four to six weeks. 
|That would give it a more or less 
similar period unbooked before it 
jumps to the Coast to open March 
‘(19 under Los Angeles and San 
' Francisco Civic Light Opera spon- 
sorship. A Chicago engagement is 
|not figured feasible at present, but 
|will probably follow the Coast 
stands. 

The film version of the Frank 
Loesser musical is slated for pro- 
duction by Warner Bros. next sum- 
mer, with Ray Bolger again in the 
star part. The dancer-comic has 
been with the show since its Broad- 
way opening in the fall of 1948, 
his withdrawal because of exhaus- 
tion having finally forced it to 
suspend its Broadway run early 
last fall. 


Bainter’s Stock ‘Mine’ 


Phoenix, Dec. 26. 


Fay Bainter, Reginald Denny, 
Roddy McDowall and Ann Lee will 
play the principal parts in a re- 
vival of Terence Rattigan’s “O 
Mistress Mine” at the Sombrero 
Playhouse here, opening Jan. 9. 
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Harvey Backers Suing Pemberton 
Estate for $95,000 Withheld Profits 


+ Backers of Brock Pemberton’s 


production of “Harvey” are suing 
the producer’s estate for $95,000 
of undistributed profits from the 
play. Action was filed last Friday 
(22) in N. Y. surrogate court, name- 
ing the Chemical Bank & Trust 
Co., executor of the estate, as de- 
fendant. The suit is aimed to force 
distribution of the fund before the 
Government can take it as part of 
a claimed tax deficiency of around 
$300,000. The plaintiffs’ allegation 
is that the $95.000, which was their 
share of the “Harvey” profits, was 
never the producer’s property and 
is thus not part of his estate. 

Tangled state of the late produc- 
er’s affairs stems directly from the 
Government’s tax claim. This in- 
volves a ruling that the producer’s 
wife, Margaret, was not actually 
co-producer of his shows, as he 
listed her in his income tax re- 
turns, and was thus not entitled to 
a full share of the management’s 
end of the profits. Treasury claims, 
covering several years, reportedly 
total about $300,000, which is more 
than the assets of the estate. 


Bank Cautious 


Chemical Bank & Trust, which 
was appointed administrator of the 
estate after Pemberton’s desig- 
nated executor failed to qualify, 
has refused to distribute the $95,- 
| 000 to the “Harvey” backers with- 

out some legal ruling that the coin 

is not part of the producer’s es- 
tate. Its position is that if the 
funds in question were ultimately 
deemed part of the estate, the 
bank might be held liable for the 
amount in payment of the Govern- 
ment’s tax claim. 


Under the informal letter of 
agreement between Pemberton and 
the backers, the precise distribu- 
tion of profits from “Harvey” were 
apparently not specified. The pro- 
duction was designated a “joint 
venture” and, following regular 
precedent in the trade, , profits 
were divided equally between the 

(Continued on page 45) 


BOOTH, JOHNSTON SEEN 
LEADS FOR ‘BROOKLYN’ 


Shirley Booth and _  film-radio 
singer Johnnie Johnston are tenta- 
tively set for leading parts in 
“Brooklyn Story,” the musical ver- 
sion of “A Tree Grows in Brook- 
lyn.” The few dance numbers in 
the show will probably be staged 
by Herbe:t Ross, and the scenery 
is being designed by Jo Mielziner, 
Tryout engagements are pencilled 
in for New Haven, starting March 
19, and Boston for three weeks be- 
ginning March 26, with the Broad- 
way premiere listed for the week of 
April 16, at an unspecified theatre. 

Miss Booth, currently co-starred 
with Sidney Blackmer in the tour- 
ing “Come Back, Little Sheba,” is 
reportedly set for the Abbott mu- 
sical, with Johnston listed as a 
possibility. Music for the show is 
being written by Arthur Schwartz, 
with lyrics by Dorothy Fields. 
Overall director will be Abbott, 
who has also collaborated with 
| Betty Smith on the adaptation of 
her own novel. 

The production is being financed 
at $200,000, of which about $50,000 
is being supplied by CBS. 


Equity Nixes ‘Lucasta’ 
- Europe Tour in Pact Hitch 


Plans to send a company of 
“Anna Lucasta” to Germany to 
appear before U. S. Army audi- 
ences and then on a commercial 
tour of the Continent and the Brit- 
ish provinces, have apparently 
been dropped. There is some ques- 
tion of who was to have produced 
the show, which was being re- 
hearsed at the 48th Street, N. Y. 
Since no bond had been posted 
and the actors were not under 
contract, Actors Equity halted the 
| project. 
| According to Equity officials, 
John Wildberg, the original 
‘Lucasta” producer and presenter 
of “Black Chiffon,” current oc- 
cupant of the 48th Street, told 

them that the Army had requested 
‘the show and he was merely try- 

ing to help out. Investigation by 

/the union disclosed that Army of- 
' ficers in Germany had okayed a 
tour of the show there, but it 
‘turned out that the War Dept. in 
- Washington had not arranged for 
| transportation. 
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B’way s Seasonal Lull Continues, 


But Biz Upturn Due This Week: 
Bless’ $48,700, ‘World SRO 33446 in 5 


Contrary to managerial expecta- 
tions, attendance on Broadway con- 
tinued its seasonal slump right up 


through Saturday (23). It had been 
expected that there would be an 
upturn starting Thursday night (21), 


i reverse the traditional 


which would 

pattern and lit the final pre- 
Christ week to a healthier 
lev Receipts failed to make a 
comebac! vever, being particu- 
larly t matines Business 
was r off at show : fiving per- 
formances Sunday 24) and was 
disappointing again Monday night 
(25). but was due to start recover- 
ing last night (Tues.). 


The total gross for all 22 shows 
last week was $495,000, or 70° 
of capacity. The previous week’s 


total for 27 shows was $590,800, 
or 70.05‘: 

Last week's only closing was the 
limited engagement “Tower Be- 
yond T) dy.”’ No shutterings are 
due this week, but “Mister Roberts” 
winds up Jan. 6 after a great run 
ot almost three years. There are 


four openings this week 
Estimates for Last Week 


Key: & Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M ‘Musical), O (Opera 

Other parenthetic figures refer, 


respectively, number 
of and capacity Price 
includes 20°) amusement tax, but 
grosscs are i.e., exclusive of 
taa 

“Affairs of State,” 
(14th wk) (C-$4.80; 
About $26,300 ‘previous 
$26,500). 

“Bell, Book and Candle,” Barry- 
more (‘6th wk) (C-$4.80; 1,066; 
$28,060). Hit the limit again, with 
party commissions limiting the 
take to over $27,700 (previous 
week, $27,500). 


to top price, 
gross. 


seats 


net: 


Music Box 
1,012: $26,484). 
week, 


“Black Chiffon,” 48th Street 
(10th wk) (D-$4.80; 925; $22,165). 
Around $11,000 (previous week, 
$11.300). 


“Bless You All,” Hellinger (2d 
wk) (R-$7.26; 1,543; $55,000). Near- 
ly $48,700 for first full week (pre- 
vious week, first five performances 


grossed $34,600, including $6,500 
for a preview). 
“Call Me Madam,” Imperial 


(11th wk) (M-$7.20; 1,400; $51,847). 


All the house will hold again, 
$52.500. 
“Cocktail Party,” Miller (49th 


wk) (C-$4.80; 940; $21,600). About | 
$6,500 (previous week, $6,800). 

“Country Girl,” Lyceum (7th wk) 
(D-$4.80; 995; $22,845). Almost) 
$20,600 (previous wek, $20,700). | 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” , 
Ziegfeld (55th wk) (M-$6; 1,628; 
$48,244). About $33,700 (previous 
week, $39,300). | 

“Guys and Dolls,” 46th Street | 
(5th wk) (M-$6.60; 1,319; $41,750). | 
Hit the limit again, $42,200 (previ- | 
ous week, $40,600). 

“Happy Time,” Plymouth (48th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,063; $29,019). Al-' 
most $18,500 (previous week, $20,- 
000). 

“Hilda Crane,” Coronet (8th 
wk) (D-$4.80; 1,027; $26,800). About 
$10,500 (previous week, $14,700). | 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (102d 
wk) (M-$6; 1,361; $40,857). Almost 
$22.800 (previous week, $25,100). 

“Lady’s Not Fer Burning,” Roy- 
ale (7th wk) (C-$4.80; 1,035; $27.- 
100). Almost $24,700 (previous 
weck, $25,900). 

“Member of the Wedding,” Em- 
pire (50th wk) (D-$4.80; 1,082; $24.- | 
196). Nearly $9,400 (previous week, | 
$10.000). 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (144th 
wk’ (CD-$4.80; 1,360; $34,276). 
Nearly $10,500 (previous week, 
$11.000), 

“Out of This World,” 

(Ist wk) (M-$6; 1,645: 
night (21) to 
notices (Chapman, 


Opened Thursday 

five favorable 

News; Coleman, Mirror; McClain, 
Journal - American; Pollock, Com- 
pass; Watts, Post), two unfavor- 
able ‘Atkinson, Times: Guernsey. 
Herald Tribune) and one “take it 
or leave it” (Hawkins, World-Tele- | 
gram-Sun); first five perform- | 
ances got the standee limit at $33. | 


Century 
$49,000). 


500. includiig one previous for 
$6.400. 

“Pardon Our French,” Broad- 
Way (12th wk) (R-$6; 1,900: $55,- 
800). Was laying off last week. 

“Peep Show,” Winter Garden 
(25th wk) (R-$7.20; 1,519: $55.677). 
Almost $20,000 ‘previous week, 
$28.300). 

“Peter Pan,” St. James (35th 
wk) (M-S4.80; 1,571; $34.500). l- 


A 
most $21,600 (previous week, $20,- 
500). 

“Ring Ruond the Moon,” Beck 
(Sth wk) (C-$4.80; 1,214; $28,000). 


About week, 
$21,000). 

“Season in the Sun,” Cort (13th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,056; $24,967). About 
$21.500 (previous week, $23,000). 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (88th 
wk) (M-S6:; 1.659; $50,186). Laying 
off last week. 

“Tower Beyond Tragedy,” ANTA 
Plavhouse (4th wk) (D-$4.80; 924: 
$19,900). Nearly $10,200 for seven 
performances: closed Thursday 


$18.200 (previous 


night (21) after 29 performances. 
Stock 
“Arms and the Man,” Arena 
(10th wk) (C-$3; 500; $10,600). 
Nearly $4,300 (previous week, 
$3.800). 
Openings 
“Captain Brassbound’s Conver- 
sion,” City Center (C-$2.88-$3; 


3,025: $32,000). Shaw revival, co- 
starring Edna Best and John Arch- 
er, presented by N. Y. City Theatre 
Co.; budgeted at $35,000, cost 
about $40,000 (includes two weeks’ 
operating expense but excludes ap- 


proximately $5,000 in bonds); opens 


tonight (Wed.). 

“Enemy of the People,” 
hurst (D-$4.80; 1,160; $32,000). 
Arthur Miller adaptation of the Ib- 
sen play, co-stars Fredric March 
and Florence Eldridge, presented 
by Lars Nordenson; production fi- 
nanced at $80,000, cost about $50,- 
000 (excluding $25,000 in bonds) 
and can break even at around $17,- 
500; opens tomorrow night (Thurs.). 

“King Lear,” National (D-$4.80; 
1,172; $29,534). Shakespeare re- 
vival, starring Louis Calhern, pre- 
sented by Robert L. Joseph and 
Alexander H. Cohen; production 
financed at $65,000 (plus $6,500 
overcall), cost about $83,000, plus 
$17,000 in bonds, and can break 
even at around $20,000; opened 
Monday night (25), to three pro 
notices (Atkinson, Chapman, Pol- 
lock), three con (Barnes, Coleman, 
Hawkins) and two undecided (Mc- 
Clain, Watts). 

“Twentieth Century,” 
Playhouse (C-$3; 924; $22,730). Re- 
vival of Ben Hecht-Charles Mac- 
Arthur comedy based on play by 
Charles B. Milholland, co-stars 
Gloria Swanson and Jose Ferrer; 
production budgeted at $15,000, 
cost about $15,000 plus $4,000 in 
bonds, and will break even at 
around $10,000; opened Sunday 
night (24), unanimously enthusiastic 
reviews.. 


Future Schedule 


“Second Threshold,” Morosco, 
Jan. 2 (trying out). 
“House of Barnarda Alba,” 


— Playhouse, Jan. 7( rehears- 
ng) 

“Darkness at Noon,” Alvin, week 
of Jan. 11 (trying out). 

“Royal Family,” City Center, 
Jan. 10. 

“Four Twelves Are 48,” unspec- 
ified theatre, week of Jan. 15 (re- 
hearsing). 

“Angel in the Pawnshop,” Booth 
Jan. 18 (trying out). 

— II,” City Center, Jan. 

“Green 


Golden, 
Feb. 1. 


“Mary Rose,” ANTA Playhouse, 
Feb. 25. 

“Romeo and Juliet,” unspecified 
theatre, week of March 5 (rehears- 
ing). 


‘Oklahoma’ Good $28,100 
In Seven-Show Split 


Cheyenne, Wyo., Dec. 26. 
Not even the traditional pre- 
Christmas slump could quite stop 
“Oklahoma” last week as the 
Rodgers - Hammerstein perennial 
compiled a gross of $28,100 in 
seven performances. The Theatre 


Bay Tree,” 





Guild musical played Monday 
through Thursday (18-21) at the 
Uptown, Salt Lake City, and a 


matinee and evening show at the 
Lincoln here Saturday (23). 

Show is splitting this week be- 
tween Denver and Wichita. 


‘Like’ $16,800 in Split 


Riverside, Cal., Dec. 26. 





In three performances last week, | 


Katharine Hepburn pulled a hefty 


$16,800 gross in the Theatre Guild, 


revival of “As You Like It.” 
Shakespeare comedy played Mon- 
day night (18) at the Russ Audi- 
torium, San Diego; Tuesday night 
(19) at the Civic Auditorium, Pas- 
adena, and Wednesday night (20) 
at the Auditorium here. 

After laying off the latter half 
of last week, the show resumed 
last night (Mon.) at the Curran, 
San Francisco, 


Broad- | 


ANTA | 


18-Week U. S. Tour in ’51 
Pitched to Beecham Orch 





The Royal Philharmonic 
chestra of England, which recent- 
'ly completed its first tour of the 
/U. S.. has been approached for a 

cond, and much longer, tour 
next fall. Orch, only privately- 
supported symph in England, with 
Sir Thomas Beecham as conductor 


After $250,000 Fall Take 


Or- 


and chief angel, finished a nine- | 
week tour of the U. S. Dec. 15, | 
which carried it as far west as 
Chicago. Group had 51 dates, all 


but one of which were sellouts. 
Columbia Artists Mgt., which 
booked the tour through its Judson, 
|O’Neill & Judd division, has ap- 
'proached Beecham for a_ return 
visit in °51, this time with plans 
for an extended tour of 18 weeks, 
taking the orch to the Coast. 
Beecham, who has sailed for Eu- 
rope, is mulling the proposition. 
On its recent nine-week tour the 
jorch is estimated to have grossed 


Three Hits Sustain Chi in Pre-Xmas 


$250,000. Symph was sold on guar- | 


managers at 
date, with 


anteed fees to local 


fan average $5,000 per 


some exceptions in small cities and | 


D’Oyly $19.00 In 
Philly Bowout 


Philadelphia, Dec. 26. 

The D’Oyly Carte Opera Co. 
| wound up its four-week local stand 
‘at the Shubert, with biz slipping 
{again after a marked improvement 
in the third stanza. Getaway week’s 
| biz was just over $19,000. 
| engagement 
ja success and on strength of dis- 
|appointing biz here and in Balti- 
'more the Savoyards may end 
| more, they will cut short their tour 
| and will probably return to Britain 
in late February instead of April, 
possibly winding up travels in To- 
ronto, although there is some talk 
of a New York visit just 
sailing. 

“The Consul,” which preemed at 
the Shubert last season, started a 
|two weeks’ return visit at the same 
house last night (Mon.). Advance 
isale has been only fair. Tonight 
| (26), Sidney Kingsley’s new play, 
i“Darkness at Noon,” will have its 
|preem at the Forrest. It’s in for 
|two weeks with Claude Rains as 
| Star. : 


‘Sheba’ $11,200 for Seven 
In 5-Day Seattle Stay 


Seattle, Dec. 26. 
Engagement bob-tailed to five 
days owing to a rail jump, “Come 
Back, Little Sheba,” with Shirley 
Booth and Sidney Blackmer in the 
‘leads, did a meager $11,200 in seven 
' performances. 





(a fair $17,500 


Local | 
can hardly be called ' 


before | 


| 


Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VaRIETY’s 
boxoffice estimates for last week (the 30th week of the season) 
and the corresponding week of last season: 


BROADWAY 
Number of shows current 


Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 
Total gross for all current shows last week $495,000 


This Last 

Season Season 

LS rer ee ‘oe 22 22 
593 559 

$478,900 


Total season’s gross so far by all shows... .$13,829,800 $14,099,000 


Number of new productions so far......... 33 22 
ROAD 
(Excluding Stock, Ice Shows and Outdcor) 
Number of current touring shows reported. 18 21 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 514 475 
Total road gross reported last week...... $291,300 $304,800 


Season’s total road 





gross so far.. 


errs $11,490,400 $9,946,500 


a 





Lull: Lunts $21,900, ‘Paeifie’ $51,300 





" a. aacke denen 
‘Brigadoon’ Fair $17,500 

In Second Detroit Week 
Detroit, Dec. 26. 

Second week of “Brigadoon” put 
into the Shubert’s 
till. Current presentation is “Mis- 
ter Roberts,” in for a week. The 
Cass is scheduled to reopen after 
a holiday hiatus on New Year's 
Day with the D’Oyly Carte Opera 
Co., booked for a week. 

“Carousel” opened the Detroit 
Civic Light Opera's eighth season 
last night (25) at Masonic Temple. 
Featured are Jack Kilty, Iva With- 
ers, Dorothea MacFarland, Marion 
Ross and Dusty Worrall. Group's 
operetta series will run 10 weeks. 


Threshold’ $10,000 
Death’ 156, Hub 


Boston, Dec. 26. 


Two newcomers to the Hub legit 
scene are ‘“Where’s Charley?,” 
which bowed in Christmas night at 
the Shubert with solid advance 
sales reported, and “Blossom Time,” 
in for a two-week stint at the 





Opera House. “Second Threshold,” | 


at the Plymouth, and “Death of 
a Salesman,” at the Colonial, fared 
so-so last week. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Death of a Salesinan” (Colonial) 
(3d wk) (1,500; $3.60). Off to about 
$15,000, but should rebound this 
stanza. 


“Second Threshold” (Plymouth) 


(ist wk) (1,200; $3.60). Very un- 
‘exciting at just under $10,000. 
Final week current. 


| Next legit attraction, Jan. 21-27, | 


is Katharine Hepburn, in “As You 
Like It.” 


‘Kate’ Moderate $23,500. 
In 7-Show Split-Week 


Memphis, Dec. 26. 

Touring edition of “Kiss Me, 
Kate” drew a mild gross of nearly 
| $23,500 last week in seven per- 
formances spread over two stands. 
The Cole Porter musical played 
| Monday and Tuesday nights (18- 
'19) at the Robinson auditorium, 








‘Carvallo’ Folds in Cleve.; 


Final Week Poor $13,000 


Cleveland, Dec. 26. 


Katharine Cornell folded her 
“Captain Carvallo” here Saturday 


(23), after landing an indifferent | 


$13,000 in eight performances at 


, the Hanna at a $3.70 top. 


Total production loss is reported | 


, to be over $40,000, but Miss Cor- 


nell and co-producer Guthrie Me-| 4 drunk scene she does early in 


| Clintic, felt the play was too thin 


| Little Rock, and Thursday-Satur- , 


day (21-23) at the Auditorium here. 


Show opened last night (Mon.) | 
at the State Fair Park Auditorium, | 


Dallas, for a 10-day stand. 


‘Night’ $3,300, L.A. 


Los Angeles. Dec. 26. 
Absence of competition helped 
“Twelfth Night” boost its business 
last week. Century theatre occu- 
pant was the only legit offering in 
town for Christmas week 





| Royal 
' son, 


and it} 


grabbed off $3.300—an increase of | 


about $1.100 over the _ previous 
frame. 

| Figure is still on the wrong side 
| of the ledger, however, and Shake- 
spearean revival probably won’t 
last more than another week. 


‘Innocents’ 9G, Mont’l 


Montreal, Dec. 26. 
“The Innocents,” starring Sylvia 
Sidney, eked out a mere 
last week at His Majesty’s, with 





$9,000 | 


the 1,579-seater scaled to a $3.38 


top. 


Wayne & Shuster’s production. 


of “Mother Goose,” 
Christmas in lead is currently 
playing the house. This is the first 
panto to play Montreal in several 
i years, and response to date is good. 


with Eric 


i 


and shaky for Broadway, expect to 
recoup in selling stock and perhaps 
film rights. 


‘Streetcar’ $11,200, Tor. 


Toronto, Dec. 26. 

After setting up a house record 
of $28,000 at a $3.50 top at the 
Alexandra (1,525) last sea- 
“Streetcar Named Desire” 
brodied to a bad $11,200 at a $3 
top. 

This was attributed to Xmas 
shopping, plus critical opinions that 
the current production, played for 
laughs, was not the deep, pene- 
trating version seen here on the 
previous visit. 








Shows in Rehearsal 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Opera), 
“Four Twelves Are 48” (C)— 
Aldrich & Myers, Otto Pheminger, 


Chicago, Dec. 26. 
Normally the worst week in Chi 


‘legit, last week’s take was temper- 


ed considerably by three hits. First 
stanza of two-week engagement of 
Sadler’s Wells was a boff grosser, 
high above last year. Second week 
of “I Know My Love” was very 
strong too and of course, the SRO 
sign still stands on “South Pacific.” 

“Rose Tattoo” debuts Friday (29) 
and “Red, White and Blue” comes 
in Jan. 1 and “‘Ti-Coq.” the Frido- 
lin play, arrives Jan. 17. 

Estimates For Last Week 

“Angel in the Pawnshop,” Harris 
(7th week) $3.80; 1,000). Dull $8,000, 

“Diamond Lil,” Blackstone (14th 
week) ($4; 1,358). Weak $10,000 for 
pre-holiday stanza. 

“I Know My Love,” Selwyn (2nd 


week) ($4.40; 1,000). Fine $21,900. 


No Christmas performance, in 
keeping with Lunt tradition. 
Sadler’s Wells’ Ballet, Opera 
House (1st week) ($4.94; 3,600). 
Sensation $116,000 for first nine 
showings. 
“South 
week) ($5; 
again. 


Shubert (6th 
SRO $51,300 


Pacific,” 
2,100). 





Yiddish Play 


Take It Easy 


Second Ave. Theatre production of mu- 
Sical comedy in two acts (tive scenes), 
with book by S. R. S. Bader, music by 
Joseph Rumshinsky, lyrics by Molly Picon, 
Stars Miss Picon. Directed by Jacob Kal- 











ich. Dances by Ruth Watson. At Second 
Ave., N. Y.. Dec. 23, °S0. 

a . ” eee Irving Jacobson 
PMMES £4255504 666000680040 Fanya Rubina 
NUE 5's 5:04:0:406.00600006005 6 Molly Picon 
POMOCOE 6.0.00.06006508660060 Natalie Comer 
GREE 4.0 00600 06006489606. Rayla Ostrow 
REE 05.3 3.040506600R800%8 Dave Lubritzky 
SUGMe DIVO. 466608660 000% Gustav Berger 
BORED -00.06000846060060006 Leon Liebgold 
OMNEN “5.4 8:40446064600586 4065 Esta Saltzman 
a, Sere are Anne Winters 
i. MPEP P Cee ire Cree Mae Schoenfeld 


Molly Picon is back on Second 
avenue with a new musical, “Take 
t Easy,” and all is well on New 
York’s lower East Side. If it isn't 
the best of the Picon-Joseph Rum- 
shinsky-Jacob Kalich offerings, it's 
a pretty good one, and Miss Picon 
—who never takes it easy—works 
like a little Trojan in this one. She 
sings, dances, does impersonations, 


| conducts the audience in a modi- 


fied community-sing, and spreads 
the magic Picon personality for 
all its worth. And that’s plenty. 


the show is a special standout. 
The pint-size Ethel Merman this 


_lime is an actress whose job is to 


| prevent 


her philandering father 


| from divorcing her pious mother, 


| So 


») as to insure her own (Miss 
Picon’s) romantic future. Job in- 
volves impersonating a male, in 
order to break up papa’s romance 
with a gold-digging nitery hostess, 
Which gives Miss Picon opportuni- 
ty to strut in white tie and tails, 
do a cakewalk and taps, and even 
do an all-too-brief Charles Chaplin 
takeoff. Some of her songs are 
sock, and the lyres (which she 


, contributed for all the tunes) are 


, Leon 
| hero, 


Julius Fleischmann, prods; Premin- | 


ger, dir. 

“House of Bernarda Alba” (D)— 
ANTA-Stewart Chaney, Boris Tu- 
marin, Lily Turner, prods.; Tuma- 
rin, dir. 


“Romeo and Juliet” (D)\—Dwight 


Deere Wiman, prod.; 


Peter Glen- 
ville, dir. eter Glen 


| Sabbath 


romantic, timely or amusing. 
She’s supported by a good cast. 
Irving Jacobson is genuinely funny 
as her wayward father, and Esta 
Saltzman amusing as a lovelorn 
rustic. Rumshinsky’s melodies are 
derivative and familiar-sounding, 
but they fall in a sure, appealing 
pattern. Best tunes are the title 
song and “That's How It Was.” 
Liebgold, who is a manly 
1 Sings his songs agreeably. 
Fanya Rubina, Natalie Comer and 
Rayla Ostrow have an appealing 
eve song number, and 
Mae Schoenfeld and Jacobson offer 
an amusing parody of pop U. S. 
tunes in Yiddish, titled “Do You 
Remember.” 
_ Other cast-members, and a sing- 
ing and dancing chorus, are okay 
support. Kalich’s direction is 
smooth, as usual. Bron. 
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Youths still banned from attend- 
| ing. 


Broadway 


Dietrich back from 


Marlene 


ONY ‘ alas , rived in Munich for talks on 
og os ta san _ “Bluebird’s Seventh Wife,” Ger- 
x i “Ns te ‘ “ “eerie - ° s 
‘Composer Aaron Copland sailed man-French_ coproduction sched 


led to be filmed in Bavaria. 

Marianne Schultz, head of Wies- 
baden branch of Hesse State Radio, 
leaves soon for Sao Paolo, Brazil, 
and Gerd Peter Pick, of Frankfurt 
branch of the Canadian Broadcast- 


for Britain Sunday (24 on the u 
Queen Elizabeth. 

Actor Yeddy Hart arrived over 
the weekend from the Coast for) 
several tolevision dates. 


Wood Seances, Goace crite one ing Co., to co German broadcasts 
editor of the Oakland ‘Cal.) Trib- ©” sarmnek 
une. in New York Dec. 30 for three | W!™ network. 
weeks of playgoing. ; winis ; 
Daughter, Adele, of Lou Fields, A t ] 
Metro's director of poster and ad- us Ya la 
verilsing rt, to be married Satur- By Eric Gorrick 
day (30) to Irwin Fredel, of Miami. RKO set to preem “Cinderella” 
Then re owner Jutius Joelson’s in five Hoyts key spots this Yule- 
a Barbara June, engaged tide 
to Mi 1 Dolins Fife; wedding The 20th-Fox production unit 
next er. Bride-to-be 1S @ now working in Port Augusta on 
Bryn uniol “Kangaroo.” 
es Carpenter, manager 01 Queensland government okayed 
Techn r’'s New York office, an admission increase of 3c to 6c 
fle ris over the weekend On at all pic houses 
a combs b.z-vacation trip He'll Sid Albright, topper for 20th- 
ales visit London, returning Jan. 8. Fox, planed back to his Sydney 
Georce Olsen, Jr., son Of the pace after U. S: huddles. 
band and singer Ethel “Oklahoma” is set for Brisbane 
Shut \kes his legit bow at the srter pecordbreaking tour of New 
A theatre, Housion, tomorrow Zealand for Williamson-Talt 
(T He's a recent college Sonia Dresdel got away to a good 
grad eT start in “Message for Margaret” at 
2 ros, who's been abroad palace, Sydney, for the Fullers. 
foi me due in from Parts next Sooke like vaude will bow inte 
we oo npletin’ several Sydney nabers next year 
a filn the Economic (¢ oopera- as a boost to pic biz. Mostly night- 
tion A imin stration tacg d *“Dun- elubs talent will be used 
kirk to Dunkirk . : Here McIntyre, topper for Uni- 
vustice Felix Frankiurier, Rob- versal here, set a major product 
er. P. Patterson, and Ab 1a _Eban, deal with the powerful Robert Ker- 
Israel Ambassador to the U. S., “idge New Zealand circuit. 
will be gucst speakers the din- ““Faling has changed name of the 
ner concert of the Israel Philhar- Pinan ~ Jovee locally-made pic 
monic Orchestra, at the Waldorf, “Prelude” — to “Wherever She 
Jan. 8 Goes.” Film will have early N. Y. 
er i. preem here. 
. “Song ot Norway” comes into 
Paris foyal, Sydney, for Xmas run via 
: Williamson-Tait. Cast includes 
By Maxime de Beix Doreen Wilson, Charles Dorning, 
(33 Blvd, Montparnasse) Nina Cooke, Hendrik de_ Boer, 
Marta <enthy to Cannes for @ Bernard Manning and_ Robert 


tw o-week dance stint. 


: z ; Bernard. 
The Joe Hummels prepping a 


long delayed trip to U. S 
Claire Le Clair disking Jimmy R 

Davis’ new song, “Les Rues de Ma ome 

Vil'’e.” By Helen McGill Tubbs 
Julien Duvivier winding up Fred Mueller of U. A. back from 


shootin: on his pic, “Sous Le Ciel 
de Paris.” 
French crix prize given this year 


London. 
Actor William C. Tubbs.to Paris 
to make a film there. 


to Robert Bresson’s film, “La Cure “Harvey,” starring Geno Cervi 
de Camneacne.” of the films, at the Eliseo. 
Olive Harcy at gala preem of Lois Maxwell signed for role in 
“Le Chateau de Verre” congratu- Italian pic. “White Leprosy.” 
lated the wrong actor Ray Long, cancer from N. Y. 
silly Wilder preeming his “Sun- musicals, at Hotel Ambassadors 
se Bou'evard” to the French press. with Bricktop, 
with rich Von Stroheim, one of 20th-Fox will distribute “Thief 
Cast toppers, on hand of Venice,” Maria Montez starrer 
Marie Dubas heading cast of new made in Italy last year. 


revue produced and authored by 
Max Regnier at Porte St. Martin, 
tit'ed “What a World.” 


Maria Michi featured in the 
Theatre of Midnight, which opened 
at the Fiametta recently. 


nober. Hakim mulling a Span- “Miracle of Milan,” Vittorio De 
ish coproduction of a story based Sica’s latest, release delayed be- 
on Madena Sandor’'s novel, cause of added fantasy scenes. 
“Woman in the Night.” Silvana Mangano deluged with 


The Billy Wilders to Munich for 
a couple of days, and then to 
Sw.tzerland for the holidays. Won't 
return home until February. 

Displaying their work at art ex- 


offers after news of-American and 

Great Britain hit for “Bitter Rice.”’ 
Lady Berkeley of London started 

adoption proceedings for Italian 

v , tn child chosen to play lead in An- 

hibit of paintings by stage and thony Havelock Allen’s production 

scrcen actors are Andre Claveau,: of “Pepino & Violetta’” being 

Micheline Presle, Rene Genin and jensed in Assisi. 

Cherles Trenet. 
Marianne Ivanoff and Roger. 

Fenongeon, of the Paris Opera bal- | Reno 


let. getting assessed $800 fines | 
each for deserting the French Golden hotel featuring “Keyhole 
Opera Ballet company while in Follies.” 


Buenos Aires to accept offers bet- 
tering their monthly $80 French 
Salary. Christian Foge, also of the 
French ballet, who resigned from 
__ monthly salary, drew a $280 
clip. 


Bob Taylor, of acrobatic Taylors, 
drafted. 

Entertainment spots completely 
recovered from the flood. 

Mapes Sky Room's new show has 
| Harry Noble and Frances King. 

Alice Tyrrell and Dick Winslow 
head reopening show at the River- 
side. 

UP’s roving correspondent, Bob 
Miller, plans return from Indo- 
China in January. 

Clubs in slump in week before 
Christmas. Business expected to 
pick up in midst of holidays. 

Reno Press Club chartered. 
Frank McCullough, Reno Evening 
Gazette reporter, as first prexy. 

NBC's KOH loses three of staff 
in a month to Las Vegas stations; 
_ Larry Geraghty and George Platis, 
announcers, and Betty Stoltz, con- 
tinuity and women’s reporter. 


Barcelona 


By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 

Amparito Carvajal and Yolena 
at Mexico nitery. 

Albane, French singer, and Ed- 
die de Latte orch at Rigat nite- 


Frankfurt 


By George F. Gaal ~ 

“Bitter Rice,” Lux-Film pic, a 
hit all over Germany. 

New 300-seater legiter opened in 
Wi-sbaden this month. 

Director Alfred Braun in serious | 
auio accident in Berlin. 

Third legit house, Intime thea- 
tr:. opened in Goettingen. 

George Bernard Shaw's 
Joan” preemed in Leipzig. 

Fagle Lion's “Oliver Twist” be- 
in synchronized in Hamburg. 

Hella Lexington starring in 
Do rfier-Film’s “Midnight Venus.” 

New film production company 
fo -.d-d in Munich by Heinz Paul. 

T. S. Eliot's “Cocktail Party” got 
fi:_t German stage preem in Dues- 
sc'dort; looks like hit. 

New theatres opened in Ratze- 


“Saint 





b ~. Pullach, Bordersholm, Waz-' club. - 
rocdo: Offenbach and Winnen- Juanita Reina offering new 
den. show, “Rosa Espinosa,” at the 


Poliorama. 
Harenbeck Circus at the Palacio 
de los Deportes for a few days be- 


‘tarry Buckwitz, director of the 
Munich Schauspielhaus, named di- | 
r ‘tor gencral of Frankfurt munic- 


ip-! theatres, fore sailing for Brazil. 
*!l-Film signed its 119th ex- Writer and theatre critic Alfredo 
} vtract, selling “Gabriela” to de Marquerie sued novelist Juan 
Ir ‘" 's 16th country Real has Antonio de Zunzunegui, claiming 
so'd roduct. latter makes statements in pro- 
va ‘Vanger’s “Cuillotine.’ logue of his novel, “The Ulcer.” 
fi now po dA with few which sre offensive to Maraucrie. 


Cuis ty tes Volun avy Selfeonirol.’ Plaintiff secks $50,000 damages. 


French actress Cecile Aubry ar- | 


| de 


London 


Parisienne chanteuse 
maud opening cabaret 
ithe Society Jan. 4. 

Douglas J. Grenville 
Universal's local topper 
sion to Ben Henry. 

Googie Withers held the lucky 
number in a recent lottery and 
collected a race horse as her prize. 

Hermione Baddeley doing a 
short term Christmas and New 
| Year cabaret season at the Cafe 

Paris 
The Prime Minister took time off 
from cabinet duties to attend the 
opening of Bertram Mills’ circus 
at Olympia. 

Jack Hutchinson, newly appoint- 
ed liaison officer for the industry’s 


Line Ra- 
season at 


appointed 


better business campaign, hospi- 
talized with heart ailment. 

Carole Lynne stepped into the 
new Palladium pantomime, “‘Babes 


in the Wood” in place of Eunice 
Gavson who has been taken ill. 

Actor Michael Gough married 
actress Anne Leon, daughter of Sir 
Ronald Leon. They first met when 
playing with Gertrude Lawrence 
in “September Tide.” 


Philadelnhia 


By 


Ciro’s has 


Jerry Gaghan 
done over the upstairs 


bar ard converted it into a new 
room, the Swiss Lounge. 
Big Bill's musical bar is the 


Laucel 
director of 


latest club to put in a line. 
Arce is producer and 
the chorus 

Ed Sullivan will receive the 
fourth annual Journalism Award of 
the B'nai B'rith at the Latin Casino, 
Monday, Jan, 16. 

Jack Diamond, who operates the 
Martinique, Wildwood, N. J., and 
agent Jolly Joyce, leave next week 
for Las Vegas, San Francisco and 
Hollywood on a talent hunt. 

Theodore Preser Co., local music 
publishing firm, has entered 


by Rose Bampton, accompanied by 
Wilfred Pelletier’s orchestra. 

Harry Schwartz, one of the own- 
ers of Atlantic City’s Million Dol- 
lar Pier, is promoting those new 
auto-bars, a serving unit which 
clocks the number of drinks 
poured 

The New Swing Club, jukebox 
room in North Philly, has adopted 
a policy of playing name bands in 
the area, Saturday nights. The club 
has presented Louis Prima, Tony 
Pastor and Gene Krupa within the 
last five weeks 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
Bandleader Tommy 
wife okay again atter a 
breakdown. ‘ 
Joe Hil'er took annual Variety 
Club Christmas show to Western 

Penitentiary. 


nervous 


Buck Waever has taken over 
personal management of singer 
Johnny Gallis. 


Rosemary O'Reilly, local thrush, 
into Jackie Heller's Carousel with 
Jerry and Turk. 

Russell Swann and Stuart Mor- 
gan Dancers headlining new show 
at Terrace Room. 
| Everett Thorner around arrang- 
|ing theatre cooperation for March 
'of Dimes campaign. 

Playhouse — will do “Velvet 
Glove,” by Rosemary Casey, local 
playwright, in April. 

Mrs. Carrie Levy, sister of Si 
Steinhauser, Press radio ed, died 
in Wheeling, W. Va. 

Tom Troy, manager of William 
Penn hotel, elected president of 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Alan Trench, WCAE salesman, 
in hospital for check-up while his 
daughter, Judy, underwent appen- 
dix operation. 

Actress Helen Lake has left for 
New York to join her husband, J. 
English Smith, doing promotion 
work for ANTA. 


Madras 


Pragati Studio of Madras doing 


the | 
recording business with an album 


‘best Tamil film last year, the gov- | N 


; 


| 
j 
| 


in succes- | 


| 


od on some films totalled only $60, 
they now run as high as $400. 
After awarding prizes for the 


ernment seems to doubt the use- 
fulness of such an award in better- 
ing the quality of films in the 
South. Government has asked the 


'Film Chamber whether any useful 


Carlyn's 


| 


purpose would be derived by con- 
tinuing awards. 

“Duel In the Sun” (SRO) did two 
weeks of solid business at the New 


Elphinstone. “Samson and De- 
lilah” (Par), running day-date in 
Bombay and Calcutta, breakin& 


records in both cities. ‘Sun,’ in- 
cidentally, was given an adult cer- 
tificate by Bombay censors, as was 
“On the Town” (M-G). 


Mi + 
inneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Hotel Radisson Flame Room 
holding over Gali Gali and Frank- 
lin & Moore 

Harry D. Hirsch, veteran show- 
man, in St. Mary's hospital follow- 
ing heart attack. 

Ken Griffin and Perry Franks & 
Janyce into Hotel Nicollet Minne- 
sota Terrace with Cecil Golly or- 
chestra. 

“Oklahoma” pencilled into Roch- 
ester, Minn., for two nights next 
month, town's first legit stage at- 
traction In years. 

Minneapolis Symphony 
tra mid-winter tour starts Jan. 27 
and will include stands in Wiscon- 
sin, Illinois, Michigan, Ohio, On- 
tario and New York 

Geared to. present national 
emergency, St. Paul’s 1951 Winter 
carnival, annual winter Mardi 
Gras, will be two days shorter than 
originally planned, running from 
Jan. 27 through Feb. 2. 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 

Richard Todd may be guest of 
honor at Glasgow's annual cinema 
ball, slated for Feb. 16. 

Louise Boyd, Scottish 
touring South Africa in 
doon,” sails home Jan. 10. 

Clark and Murray. up-coming 
comedy duo, signed for lead in 
1951 strawhat stint at Dunoon, 
Clyde coast spot. 

Bud Abbott and Lou Costello, 
Jane Russell, Robert Mitchum and 
Donald O’Connor cabled greetings 
to Gaumont-Ascot cinema in Glas- 
gow on its 1lth anni. 


orches- 


soprano, 
“Briga- 


By Emil W. Maass 
Ruth Boesch and Hans 
to Teheran for concerts. 
American singer George London 
gave concert in Konzerthaus. 


Hoepfl 


Vienna Singing Boys under. 
Peter Lakowitch off to U. S. for 
tour, 


Mozart birthhouse in Salzburg 
completely restored and open for 
public. 

Paul Hindemith’s newest string 
quartet preemed in Konzerthaus 
concert. 

Schoenbrunn Film began work 
on “Poor Sinner,” Paul Hoerbiger 
starring. 

Josef E. Sills appointed program 
director of American sponsored 
Red-White-Red network. 


AFM Strategy 


~—umeg Continued from page 1 




















gy against the use of disks and 
kinescope recordings. 


Coast AFM Reps to Chi 
Hollywood, Dec. 26. | 
Delegates from AFM Local 47' 
head for Chicago today (26) to) 


Hollywood 


ae Douglas planed in from 


| . 
| William Keighley planed in from 
John Wayne laid up with laryn- 
gitis. 
| Fred  Finklehoffe 
| Miami. 
, Lynn Bari filing suit to divorce 
Sid Luft. 
Chill Wills celebrated 23d wed- 
ding anni. 


planed to 


Patricia Neal to Knoxville for 
the holidays. 

Douglas Sirk bedded with an 
ear infection. 

Ben Goetz in from London for 


a six-week stay, 
Grantland Rice in town to cover 


the Rose Bowl! game. 

Doris Day in town after a tour 
of veterans’ hospitals. 

Dan Fish in trom London for a 


week of studio inspection. 

Joan Harrison vacationing for 
two weeks at Palm Springs. 

James Grainger in town on a 
tour of Republic film exchanges. 

Jack Mahoney broke three ribs 
stunting in a Gene Autry picture, 

Anita Loos in from N., Y. to ras- 
sle with a screenplay at Columbia. 

Arlene Dahl and Lex Barker 
announced their engagement to 
wed. 

George Burns and Gracie Allen 
trained in from N. Y. for the holi- 
days. 


Sam Briskin returned to work 
at Paramount after a long siege 
with flu 

Andre de Toth and Veronica 


Lake put their California ranch on 
the market. 

Jennifer Jones Selznick home 
from hospital after losing her ex- 
pected child. 

Viveca Lindfors planed in from 
Vienna to fulfill a commitment 
with Columbia. 

Charles Laughton wound up his 
recital tour in time to spend the 
holidays at home. 

Norman Siegel is the first Holly- 
wood film representative on the 
board of directors of the L. A. 
Press Club. 

Roy Rogers and Dale Evans en- 
tertained 750 employees and their 
kids at the Republic Studio Club’s 
annual party. 

Masquers Club staged a Chris- 
mas show, “Virtue’s Reward,” aue 
thored by Bill Woodson, to enter- 
tain troops at Camp Cook. 

William Farnum in the hospital. 

Dan Dailey granted a_three- 
month leave of absence by 20th- 
| Fox to continue his sanitarium 
treatment. 

Hal Roach setting 
schools, prinfarily 
conjunction with 
and screen tests. 
be established at 
dios on the Coast. 


— — 


Berlin 


By Bill Conlan 

National Ballet Theatre off by 
plane Dec. 15 for Paris. 

Jose Iturbi and Roy Hodges both 
slated for appearances here this 
coming winter. 

Jerry Lavan brings “Anna Lu- 
casta” here on Dec. 27 for seven 
days at Titania Palast. 

Arthur Birnkrant, author of “Mr. 
Smith Goes to Washington,” near- 
ing completion on his latest, “Ber- 
‘lin Blues.” 

American Little Theatre to pre- 
sent “Kiss Boys Goodbye” in Feb- 
ruary. Tala Birell, who assisted 
Anatol Litvak in casting “Call It 
Treason,” will direct. 

June Havoc, Rod Cameron, Ros- 
coe Ates, Virginia Fields and 
| Patricia Fields topping the list of 
ithe Hollywood Cavalcade which 
ithe Air Force brings to Titania 
Palast Dec. 25. 

All the major night clubs sold 
out for New Year’s Eve (Sylvester, 


up dancing 
for children, in 
talent contests 
First school will 
the Roach Stu- 





/meet with reps of the New York | in German). Money and liquor will 
and Chicago locals to discuss plans | flow freely as Berliners are not so 
for forthcoming negotiations with | Sure that they will have reason to 


'a Tamil version of Charles Dick- | 


ens’ ‘A Tale of Two Cities.” 

Ban on school day matinees put 
into effect by the Madhyapradesh 
Government to reduce truancy. 

Madras exhibs seeking right to 
fluctuate admission tabs in accord- 


shown, 

Pakshiraja’s Tamii edition of 
“Les Miserables,” released through 
South India Nov. 9, looks to be top 
Tamil grosser of 1951. 


ance with the calibre of pictures | 


Bombay film producers reached | 


an 
will 
one producer before being signed 
by another. 

Madras government considering 
amending Entertainment Tax Act 
to enable commercial tax officers 
to check papers connected with tax 
cases already disposed of. 

Foreign film distributers here, 
now sending out checkers to keep 
tabs on percentage pix, discovered 
‘that where takes for a certain peri- 


agreement whereby an actor 


have to fulfill his contract to | 
| organist 


radio and video networks. 

John E. Groen, newly re-elected 
Local 47 prexy, and veepee Phil | 
Fischer will be accompanied te the | 
meeting by American Society of 
Musical Arrangers prexy Hershel] | 


Gilbert and Jimmy DeMichele. 


KFI Eliminates Its 


Last Live Musician 
Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

musician is being 
KFI payroll, effective | 
Monday (1). He is Bob Mitchell. 
on the cross-the-board 
“Ladies Day” program. 

Station manager Kevin Sweeney 
reported that the program's rating 
doesn't, justify the expense. “La- 
dies Day” is the only regular pro- 
gram on KFI on which a musician 


Last live 
lopped from 


celebrate 
1951. 


another Sylvester in 





Chicago 


Sonja Henie Ice Show debuted 
over weekend at athe Stadium. 

Marshall Field Co. tossed Yule 
|party for Sadler's Wells ballet 
troupe. 

Eddie Cantor, Monte Woolley, 
and actress Patricia Neal, all stop- 
overs here last week. 

Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
adhere to tradition and darken “I 
Know My Love” over Xmas. 

Sarah Marshall of “I Know My 
Love” at Selwyn planed to New 


| York over holidays to visit mother, 


Edna Best. 
Singers Connie Russell and Jack 
Haskell, comic Sammy Shore, Ben- 


= raat ny Strong band, and Art Van 
is employed. Remaining shows are Tamme quintet, appeared last 
in 13-week cycles and on a once- week for Hines Hospita. Yule 
weekly basis. ishow. 
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Met ‘Fledermaus’ B. 0. 


eo Continued from page 1 — | 


him or her in a picture|something of a field-day as the 
oing into production. Lit-|drunken jailer, in a low - comedy 
tle of the long grooming, both ar- | role from which he got a maximum 
tistically and publicity-wise, of | of laughs. 
<eries, With Sunday’s being an- | presence felt, presenting the en- 
other special (New Year's Eve),chanting Strauss melodies with 
event. Because of the demand, | verve and lilt, for one of the pro- 
the Met opened sale of the next /duction’s finer sides. Gerard’s 
two performances (Jan. 4 and 13) costumes and sets were superior, 
ahead of time, last Friday (22).| although the second-act ballroom 


The 
pe! 


ance 


tion ¢ 














part for 
shortly 2 





Tudor’s 
ballet was empty and 
unexciting, as disappointing as his 


formance; the Jan. 13 perform- cluttered. 
another special non-subscrip- second-act 


vent. Both dates have heavy 























sales already. previous choreography in “Tra- 
rledermaus” is likely to get viata” and ‘Faust. 

fy 15 to 20 performances this 

season at the Met, for an all-time | 

record at the house, and made still E T 

more unusual by the fact that it xcess ax 

is an operetta or musical comedy, Continued from page 2 

rather than grand opera. ‘Don eel 

Carlo.’ which will be next in| revenue to pay for the skyrocket- 

amount of performances, will ing cost of rearmament. As it ap- 

probably have about 10 this sea-| pears now, part of this will be han- | 

son About 10 “Fledermaus” dled by additional levies on per- | 


showings will be . : ; 
‘who take about 70% of the house); | cially hit the big film executives 
balance will be open performances, | 2nd stars; and by additional ex- 


cises, which may include a manu-* 


Gala Preem | facturer’s excise and possibly even 
Wednesday's (20) preem was a a tilting of the admissions tax. 

gala event, almost as prominent | 

as opening night at the Met (“Don | tax bill provides for pictures: 


Carlo.’ Noy. 6). House was/ 4, The Big Five companies, be- 

packed with society and its con-/ ing forced to divest their theatre | 

comitant of mink, and in addition interests under the antitrust de- 
“98 , -tr 7 © 

was unusually strongly repre-| eree, were worried about a tax base 


sented by legit, pix and radioites. | fp9m which their normal and ex- 
Production’s Broadway tinge drew | cess profits would be figured. The 
them, and performance was en- | bill, as approved in the House- 
ihusiastically received by the audi- | Senate compromise, includes this 
ence. | picture reorganization in the sec- 
But, artistically, the production tion dealing with “growth corpora- 
was a disappointment, doubly soj|tions.” Thus, the successor com- 
in view of the preliminary high panies will be permitted to share— 
prospects. This was to be an un-' on the basis of their worth—the 
usual occasion; first official Met| base provided by the corporate 
“Fledermaus” since 1905, with, earnings of the parent companies. 
Philadelphia Orchestra maestro| 2, Companies may use any three 
Eugene Ormandy in his operatic | years of the 1946-49 inclusive pe- 
debut as its conductor. Further, | riod for their base. Since 1949 was 
it was a Broadway-slanted work, | a recession vear for manv film 
\ith new libretto by Garson Kanin, | companies, they will be able to 
\ho was staging the work in his) figure normal earnings without in- 
first operatic venture; new lyrics | clusion of 1949. Original sugges- 
by Howard Dietz; sets and costumes | tion by prexy Eric Johnston, of the 
by Rolf Gerard (who designed | Motion Picture Assn. of America, 
“That Lady” and “Anthony & Cleo-| that corporations be permitted, as 
patra” last season for Broadway); | an alternative base, to figure 150% 
and Broadway-nitery comic Jack | of earnings during the 1936-39 pe- 
Gilford in his opera bow, in the} riod, was killed. 
non-singing, ‘d-act r i : : ‘ 
Frosch r the Pay ant toned pon op 3. aoe — _— Tapshay it 90 
sien Ieee’ : tries will be credited as earnings 
appear in regular Met repertory).| in the years when the dollars be- 
sng cecal Sane pig Poy oe | come available and will be figured 
pple Tudor Be got. | as normal, instead of excess, profits 
seinen Je eated new | and hence exempt from the excess 
choreography for the ballroom profits levy 
scene to the musie of Strauss’ ae : 
“Roses From the South” waltz. 4. The bill provides that the nor- 
“Fledermaus,” as stated before a oe See eee ee “ye a 
lo eae oe + ‘| corporation may not exceed 62% 
lore operetta than opera, and | of the earnings of the corporation. 


hair (witness its suecess as “Rosa- 
Continued from page 1 








linda” on Broadway in 1942), But 
here the elements didn’t fuse, 
Broadway and opera running head- 
Jong into each other and producing 


! stodgy work that lacked wit and 
charm. 


Production, played altogether as | 
slapstick, had little distinction oe | 
Style. Kanin’s book and especially 
Dietz’s lyrics were excellent fun, | 


With many eute colloquialis 
any ms and 1. ; ar 
double entendres. | new-faces scouts are no longer be- 


But Kanin’s | ing stringently restricted to hiring 


staging was heavy-handed, and the | fj : 
second-act ballroom scene, which people for specific roles. Young 











activities of both talent and public- 
ity departments of the majors. The 


Ormandy made his pit | 


Jan. 4 one is a subscription setting made the stage small and, 
pretentious | 


be for subscribers Sonal incomes—which would espe- | 


This is what the excess profits | 


young players has taken place in’ 
the hopes of making stars of them. | 

Tipoff to the change that’s cur- | 
‘rently taking place is seen in the) 


VARIETY 
Bocas emphasis toward stories. 


a star name could help a good story 
to added grosses, but that nothing 
would help a bad story. 

More true than ever today, that 
fact hasn't been lost sight of by 


growth of the young players 
whose careers will be born in the 
next few years. They’ll be given 
‘the best yarns that studios can 
/ provide them with in an effort to 
combine star and story for best 
| b.o. results, rather than depending 
on one or the other. 
Past Year Revolutionary 

Past year particularly has been 
revolutionary in the matter of 
stars. It has seen the passing or 
virtual passing of a whole group of 
onetime important names. They 
were players in the middle cate- 


It | 
became more and more clear that | 


studio production execs. It should | 
‘have an important bearing on the | 


gory both money-wise and popular- | 
ity-wise. With even the top names | 


—such as Clark Gable and Gary 
| Cooper among this aging group fail- 
ing to insure biz, the lesser ones 
were not wanted at all. 
'old men” and 
|exhibs were 


“old women” 
squawking about a 
couple years ago finally moved a 
lot closer to oblivion in 1950. Fall- 
|Ing grosses—and the lack of indie 
production, in which they might 
have found jobs when the majors 
didn’t want them—made it a year 
| of reckoning. 

Whether the industry will be 
able to develop from the new crop 
of hopefuls any 
equal to the gigantic lures of the 
past is another question. No matter 
how much pressure is put behind 


a campaign, there’s no assurance | 


that a player will catch the public 
fancy. In addition, there’s good 
reason to think that greater sophis- 
'tication has somewhat reduced the 
| hero-worshipping potential of the 
| average person, and so Hollywood 
'May never again expect to spawn 
\ the cinematic demigods of the past. 





MARRIAGES 


|} Shirley Temple to Charles Black, 


ison John Ringling North 
Thus the | 
that | 


| son’s 


trolled 51% 


marquee draws | 
‘of legal disputes. 


OBITUARIES 





IDA RINGLING NORTH 


Mrs. Ida Ringling North, 76, 
younger sister of the seven Ring- 
ling brothers who made history in 
the circus, died Dec. 21 following 
a stroke in Sarasota, Fla. Mrs. 
North made her home in the 
Florida city since the death of her 
husband, Henry Whitestone North 
in 1926. The only daughter in 
the big Ringling family, offspring 
of a German immigrant who 
settled at Prairie du Chien, Wisc.., 
Mrs. North concentrated on a 
musie career while her brothers 
began a series of battles 
mergers with other circuses in the 
late 1800’s. 

Upon the death of John Ring- 
ling, last surviving founder of 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Circus, Mrs. North and her 
were 
named trustees and administrators 
of the Ringling estates. Included 
in the immense holdings were her 
interest in the circus; the 
multi-million dollar Ringling Mu- 


seum of Art and the adjoining | 
mansion built by John and Mabel | 
Ringling, which were later turned | 


over to the State of Florida for 
operation. With her son, John 
Ringling North, Mrs. North con- 
of the circus stock, 
which permitted them to win con- 


and | 


of the act of McCall anadWilliams, 
he later teamed up with his Wife, 
Anna Block, as Block and Williams. 
_In the eariy days of the film 
industry, Wiliams left the stage 
and entered field in Pittsburgh, 
holding every post of office man- 
ager, shipper, salesman and branch 
chief, with a number of pioneer 
companies, 

Later he continued in show busi- 
ness as a theatre manager. He also 
handled roadshows and was a Cir- 
cus advance man and bill poster. 





DAN STANLEY 
David Steiner, 58, known pro- 
fessionally as Dan Stanley, died in 
New York Dec. 15. Wellknown on 
vaude circuits as part of the dance 
team of Stanley and Birns with 
many dates at the Palace, and 

throughout the continent. 
His wife, two daughters, a son, 
two brothers and a sister survive. 





JACOB B. MAZUR 
Jacob B. Mazur, 68, Musical di- 
rector, died in Chicago, Dec. 23. 
For 25 years he was musical 
director for Chi Shubert theatres 
and for the last 11 years musical 
conductor at the Douglas Park 
Yiddish Theatre. Survived by 

wife, son and two daughters. 


trol over a rival faction in a series | 


Two sons, John 


‘and Henry Ringling and a daugh- 
(ter survive. 





MIKE CONNOLLY 
Mike Connolly, 63, retired talent 


/agent, died Dec. 19 in Los Angeles 


‘brought on by asthma and a heart | 
, condition. 


after an illness of four years 


Starting 50 years ago 
as an usher in the Alhambra thea- 


'tre, N. Y., Connolly became a song 


'plugger, a reporter and a drama} 
ireporter before he shifted to the | 


‘for William R. 


Del Monte, Calif., Dec. 16. She is. 


a film actress. 


Ruth Roman to Mortimer Hall, 
|Las Vegas, Dec. 17. Bride is a 
'secreen actress; he’s manager of 
'KLAC and KLAC-TV. 

| Florence Greene to Edward W. 
|Cohen, New -York, Dec. 24. Bride 
jis television producer and personal 
| representative. 

Muriel Becket to George Com- 

| stock, Los Angeles, Dec. 18. Bride 
‘operates the Metropolitan theatre 
iin Seattle. 
Betty Farrington to Robert 
| Dachau, Dallas, on Dec. 2. He’s a 
| projectionist at KEYL, San An- 
| tonio. 

Terry Chenier to Tom Maloney, 
‘San Antonio, recently. He’s film 
'editor for KEYL, there. 

Jean Simmons to Stewart Grang- 
‘er, Tucson, Dec. 20. Both are 
| screen players. 


| vanjos Hapsburg to Gyorgy Sandor, 
| Waterbury, Dec. 20. He’s a Hun- 
| garian pianist. 

Deanna Durbin to Charles Henri 
David, Saareguemines, 
Dee. 21. Bride is a film actress; 
he’s a French film director. 

Harriette Scheiner to Arthur 
Pine, New York, Dec. 24. He’s a 
theatrical publicist. 


BIRTHS 





Mrs. Christine Maria De Bal- ¢,,) d, Mass., Dec. 19. 


film business as casting director 
Hearst’s Cosmo- 
politan Productions in 1917. 


Among the players he induced 


‘to switch from stage to screen 


were Claudette Colbert, Franchot 
Tone, Pat O’Brien, Gladys George, 
Donald Woods and Ross Alexander. 
For a time in 


lated to the Mike Connolly who 
writes a column for DAILY VARIETY 
In 1934 he returned to the agency 
business with Jenie Jacobs as a 


/partner and four years later be- 


‘the Sereen Actors Guild. 


came business 


associated with the Freddie Fralick 


/agency in 1946 when he had to re- 


‘tire because of illness. His wife, 
‘Marion, a son, George, and a) 
|daughter, Mrs. Susan Walker, | 
survive. | 


| 


France, | 


| 





CHARLES W. HODGDON 


Charles W. Hodgdon, 73, pioneer | 
exhibitor and president of the’ 


Princess Amus. Co., died in Wake- 


Long identified with the enter- 
tainment business, he began his 
career in 1902 as Boston represen- 
tative of the M. R. Sheedy circuit, 
later entering the booking field 
with the Boston Banner Film Rent- 
al agency. 
theatre in Wakefield, later extend- 


ing operations to Malden, Middle- | 


1933 Connolly | 
worked on VARIETY, but is not re-)} 


representative of | 
He was | 


In 1910 he opened a 





RIDGELY TORRENCE 
Ridgely Torrence, 75, poet and 
playwright, died Dec. 25 in New 
York. 
Survived by wife. 





WILLIAM GRANT 
William Grant, 52, manager of 
the Monogram film exthange in 
Portland, Ore., died Dec. 18 in 
‘that city after a heart attack. 





Mrs. Alice W. Conners, 83, moth- 
er of James L. Conners, Albany, 
N. Y., correspondent for VARIETY, 
died suddenly in that city, Dec. 14. 
She was the widow of Michael F. 
'Conners, one-time Albany County 
coroner and business man. Three 
/'sons and-a daughter survive. 





Mother, 79, of H. Leslie and 
Ralph Atlass, Chicago radio execs, 
died Dec. 24 in Chicago. H. Leslie 
-Atlass is Chicago CBS veepee and 
general manager of WBBM; Ralph 
Atlass is president of WIND. 





Father of John E. Dugan, Jr., 
20th-Fox salesman in St. Louis, 
died at his home in Wooster, O., 
| Dec. 11. 





Dale Wilson, 56, theatre opera- 
tor, died on Dec. 6 at Elgin, Tex. 
'He was owner and operator there 
‘of the El-Tex theatre. 


_ Mrs. Amelia Rabinowitz, 75, 
_mother of Bill Ross, Broadway~ 
stage manager and Equity Council 
member, died in New York Dec. 26. 





Bly Brown, 52, former stage and 
screen actress, died Dec. 19 in Los 
Angeles. 





Father, 76, of Phil and Ned Mil- 
ler, Chi music contactment, died 
in Chicago, Dec. 16. 


boro, Worcester and New Hamp- | 


shire in partnership with the late 
Frank J. Howard. One of the 
founders of the Independent Ex- 


and Mrs. John Roerick, hibitors, he had served the organ- 
Centre, ization in many capacities, and at 











Bergman-Rossellini | 
Continued from page | a 





i Broadwayites and others are once Mr. 
ae be sock, was generally heavy | again being gandered as meat for| daughter, im Rockville Ce | 
tine baa Two bad miscastings | ¢tudio contract lists and potential N. Y., Dec. 13. Father is assistant |time of his death was a member | 


buildup. 
Pep Publicity Depts. 

Publicity departments, thus given 
something to work with, are once 
again under orders to take the 
likeliest from among the pactees 
and give him or her the full treat- 
ment. As a matter of fact, a new 
‘crop of publicity men as well as 
stars may be in the offing. Some 
the part ej gap ot D- U 10 New York execs are known to be 
was aa ate ither, While her singing , plainly vexed at the lack of imag- 
Munsel, ine, And except for Patrice jnation and vitality of their Coast 
Richard T, the maid Adele, and | fjackeries in selling new names to 
Singing ucker, as Alfred, the the public. 

Ris mm Gaappetated. | This return to star emphasis is 
role of p tevens, playing the male obviously the result of the 
some si ogee Orlofsky, was a hand- | drubbing the boxoffice has taken 
take cortiag and acted the snobbish |jn recent months. There’s been 
oar va cia but she wasn’t up to| much head-scratching in that time 
tale: y. Nor was there any par- to determine the cause of public 
Which ae d to affect an accent, | apathy toward films. 
er B marred an understanding of | strong new stars has not been 

M4; — | missed as a possible reason, partic- 
wae Munsel, however, was a sen- ularly inasmuch as the mazda 
anc) With a pert acting perform- | names were synonymous with many 
ay and a stunning vocal job as| of the industry’s best years. It's 
the ambitious maid. Her “Look | natural, therefore, to think of de- 
lta once, look me over twice” veloping new marquee giants in an 
tic stopped the show for many effort to recapture past glory. 


Son 


Accentuate the Positive 


A performance sung in English 
should have had an all-English 
red cast, thoroughly intelligible. 
is Svanholm’s Swedish accent in| 
the important Eisenstein role made | 
him mostly unintelligible, while 
Ljuba Welitch’s Bulgarian accent 
om hee Rosalinda role was hardly 
eller. Physically, she didn’t look 





minutes, and her third-act| With the increasing failure after 
Sins Personation number was a the war of stars to insure b.o. suc- 
“Mier virtuoso bit. Gilford had‘ cess for a pic, Hollywood turned 


Lack of! 


|eastern story editor of Paramount. of the board of directors. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Kalban, 
son, 


Rockville Center, L. I., Dee. | been 


For the past few years he had 
associated with his son, 


(21. Father is ad-pub head at Ethel | David. in the operation of two the- 


| Smith Music. 





Hollywodéd, Dec. 14. 
|sereen player. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Pierce, 
daughter, Chicago, Dec. 16. Father 
‘is WNBQ transmitter engineer. 


| 


Mr. and Mrs. John Natale, daugh- ' 


ter, Chicago, Dec. 18. Father is a 
Chi NBC-TV technical director. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Corey, daugh- 
ter, Hollywood, Dec. 18. Father is 
/a screen player. 

Mr. and Mrs. Laurence A. Peters. 


| atres. 


son, Pittsburgh, Dec. 15. 
is Marilyn McCabe, radio singer. 


Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Naccarato, 


iwith Atlas Theatre Supply Co. 
Mr. and Mrs. James Riley, son, 





Lawrence, Mass., Dec. 20. Father 
‘is an engineer at WLAW. _ | 
| Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Kramer, | 


son, Dec. 25, Hollywood. Father is 


indie film producer; mother is Ann , 


i Pearce, film actress. 


| Benny 


son, Pasadena, Dec. 18. Father is | 


counsel for Fox West Coast The- hattan Mary” 


atres in Wakefield, one in Middle- 


Mr. and Mrs. John Russell, son, boro and had only recently taken 
Father is a over the Stoneham theatre. 


Survived by wife and son. 





GEORGE MAYO 
George Mayo, 59, vet vauder, 
died in Hollywood Dee. 21 of a 
heart ailment while visiting 
sister. Mavo did a comedy single 
for years and doubled with 
late lightweight fight 
Leonard, when 
played vaudeville. 
Mayo also appeared in 
and played 


latter 


with 


| USO-Camp Shows for tour years 


Mr. and Mrs. Randy Honeywell, | in 
Mother 


son, Pittsburgh, Dec. 6. Father's | 


‘held Thursday 


Europe during the past war 


the | the actress 


champ, 
ie go to Italy with the producer. 


“Man- | 


Survived by a son, two daugh-| version of 


syndicate to put up all the francs 
necessary to make a film with Miss 
Bergman there in return for giv- 
ing the group French rights. He 
reportedly hasn't been successful 
in setting up the deal as yet, but 
it is anticipated that he'll probably 
be able to make the arrangements 
eventually. His original plan was 
to start in February. 

Breen’s refusal of a seal to any 
Bergman-Rossellini effort results, 
of course. from the bad public re- 


aj ; 
| action generated last year when 


left her former hus- 
band and daughter in Ho!!ywood 





Ingrid to Dub ‘Stromboli’ 
Rome, Dec. 26. 
Ingrid Bergman will speak tlie 
lines of her own role in the Italian 
“Stromboli,” currently 


ters. and a sister Lillian Watson, | being dubbed to ready the film for 


‘who did a vaude single for many 


Body is being sent to New 

Services will be 
(28) at the River- 
side Chapel, N. Y. 


years. 
York for burial. 





HARRY C. WILLIAMS 
Harry C. Williams, 75, veteran 
vaudevillian and showman, died in 
Pittsburgh Dec. 15. Originally half 


the loca] market. 


Roberto Rossel- 
' lini, husband of the star and di- 
rector of the RKO film, will direct 
the dubbing. ; 
Role played by Miss Bergman in 
the pic is that-of a Lithuanian dis- 
|placed person, so the accent is 
practically a necessity. 
, Upon completion of the dubbing, 
‘the Rossellinis leave for Paris. 





Wednesday, December 27, 1950 








speaks louder than words! 


FRANK DeVUlL 


CAPITOL RECORDS rxciccy TONER CRC 


ARRANGER, CONDUCTOR FOR 
MARGARET WHITING, KAY STARR, 
GORDON MAC RAE, JIMMY WAKELY 


SMITH - WHITING - SHORE 
C.B.S. Five-A-Week 


Hollywood PALLADIUM record set 
SUMMER THEATRE, HOTEL and ONE-NIGHTER TOUR neat : 
Now being booked with 16,666 initial week! | 


BOB WEISS, Publicity, 6331 Hollywood Bivd., Hollywood 28 








cabal 


